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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SPEAKS …………………………………………...
“Increased Demand for Fresh Coconuts and Reported Supply Shortfalls Calls for
New Plantings”

Amongst the people of the South Pacific the women of Rotuma in the Fiji Islands are
moving into production of virgin coconut oil expecting earnings that would be at least
th
four times more than proceeds from copra sales. At the 11 FAO Southwest Pacific
Ministers Meeting held in Port Moresby the Hon. David Tosul, Vanuatu Minister for
Agriculture in response to APCC presentation, shared that Vanuatu farmers would
receive up to US$0.25/Kg in sale of copra but could earn, in copra equivalent, at least
US$1.00/Kg when selling fresh de-husked coconuts to a virgin coconut oil producer.
One would expect that as production lines advance to whole-nut processing the
returns to coconut farmers would improve proportionately with increase in unit value
of one coconut. At such level of returns the harvest of every coconut would count for the households
dependent on income from coconut sales. This would cause a major change in daily activity for
traditional copra trading communities who had become used to such back-breaking work of producing
copra over the last two centuries. The significant amount of time saved including labour input could now
be divested elsewhere in improving the living standards of these rural families. This case would be
representative of the millions of coconut farming households worldwide.
In India the copra buyers and merchants of branded coconut oil are seeking external supply of copra due
to shortage experienced, largely attributed to conversion by producers towards increased earnings from
higher value products of virgin coconut oil, desiccated coconut, coconut cream/milk/powder and coconut
water. The Chairman of Coconut Development Board of India is proactively encouraging Farmer
Producer Organizations to embrace the ‘Make in India’ drive in value addition of coconut with
diversification to high value products. The CDB has followed through with its commitment in recently
approving amongst its projects a number of virgin coconut oil production facilities. Aside from Neera the
potential income earned through the sales of virgin coconut oil would contribute further in removing the
burden of poverty amongst rural families on coconut farms.
The selling price of desiccated coconut, whilst an established product, are lower than experienced in
2014 however any decline from here on would be slow and current prices are quoted at US$2270-2290
per MT. Indonesian export destination for DC is largely Asian and mostly Singapore. Brazil is another
large importer and USA recently increased its import by over 50%. The production of desiccated coconut
has also declined largely due to raw material shared with the emerging non-traditional products of
coconut mainly virgin coconut oil and coconut milk.
Large Thailand coconut factories are buying between 20-30 million coconuts a month out of western
Indonesia which means that coconuts are in short supply locally and it further confirms the increase in
demand for coconut products globally.
Consumers worldwide are becoming increasingly aware that coconut oil is not harmful and many are
turning to its consumption thus putting pressure on suppliers to deliver their quotas under respective
supply contracts. An increasing number of enquiries flow through the APCC Secretariat requesting
information on suppliers of organic virgin coconut oil and recent request from a large Russian company
for information on coconut shell charcoal production in Indonesia and Sri Lanka.
Learning of such increasing demand points to one sobering fact that the supply of fresh coconuts is
declining whilst the relative demand from consumers is increasing with overwhelming effect. The
importance of convincing coconut farmers to replace old palms and plant new coconuts can no longer be
overstated as the situation is one of urgency thus calling for appropriate action by stakeholders in both
government and private sector to make sure that the future of coconut in each coconut growing country
in the world is sustainable.

URON N. SALUM
Executive Director, APCC
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P R E V AI L I N G M AR K E T P R I C E S O F S E L E C T E D C O C O N U T
PR OD U CT S AN D OI LS

Price of CNO increased in Philippines, and
Indonesia, but decreased in Sri Lanka. The
price of DC decreased in Philippines,
Indonesia, and Sri Lanka.
COPRA: The price of copra in Indonesia
was US$709 in May, which was higher than
last month’s price of US$706. When
compared to last year’s data for the same
month the price was US$34 lower.
In the domestic market of the Philippines
(Manila), the price increased by 4.15% over
the price in April 2015, but about 17.39%
lower compared to the price of US$880/MT
in May 2014.
COCONUT OIL: The average price of
coconut oil in Europe (C.I.F. Rotterdam) for
the month of May 2015 increased by US$42
to US$1,081/MT from US$1,039/MT in April
2015. This price was, however, lower by
21.09% when compared to the price of May
2014 accounted for US$1,370/MT.
The average local price of coconut oil in the
Philippines in May 2015 was US$1,051/MT.
This was US$47 higher than the price in
April 2015, but it was US$301 lower if
compared to the last year price for the same
month which was US$1,1352/MT.
The average domestic price of coconut oil in
Indonesia in May 2015 increased US$53
compared to the previous month from
US$1,027/MT to US$1,080/MT. May 2015
price was 22.58% lower than the price of the
same month of 2014 which was
US$1,395/MT.
COPRA MEAL: The average domestic price
of the commodity in the Philippines at selling
points was quoted at US$249/MT. The price
was US$8 lower than price of the previous

month, but was US$5/MT higher than the
last year price for the same month.
The average domestic price of copra meal in
Sri Lanka increased by US$21 compared to
the last month price of US$338/MT, and was
higher than last year price of US$334/MT for
the same month.
DESICCATED COCONUT: The average
price of desiccated coconut (DC) FOB USA
in May 2015 was US$2,680/MT. This price
was US$67 lower than the previous month’s
price and US$80 lower than the price of the
same month last year. In Sri Lanka, the
domestic price of desiccated coconut in May
2015 was US$2,561/MT or US$79 lower
than the price in April 2015. Meanwhile, the
price of DC in the domestic market in the
Philippines was US$2,270/MT, which was
US$128 lower than the previous month’s
price at US$2,398/MT and US$478 lower
than the price in the same month last year.
Indonesian price was US$2,291/MT,
decreased by US$23 from last month’s, and
decreased by US$117 from last year’s price.
COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL: In Sri
Lanka, the average price of the commodity
in May 2015 was US$358/MT. The price
was lower than the previous month’s price.
The average price of charcoal in Indonesia
for May 2015 was US$380/MT, which was
US$60 higher than last year’s price for the
same month.
COIR FIBRE: Coir fiber traded in the
domestic market in Sri Lanka was priced at
US$163/MT for mix fiber and US$524 - 656
for bristle. The Indonesian price for mattress
(mixed) fiber was US$354/MT in May 2015
which was 2.75% lower than last month’s
price.
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Prices of Coconut Products and Selected Oils (US$/MT)
Products/Country

Fresh Coconut
Philippines (Domestic Husked)
Copra
Philippines/Indonesia (CIF Europe)
Philippines (Domestic, Manila)
Indonesia (Domestic, Java)
India (Domestic, Kerala)
Coconut Oil
Philippines (CIF Rott.)
Philippines (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Desiccated Coconut
Philippines FOB (US), Sellers
Philippines (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Copra Meal Exp. Pel.
Philippines (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Coconut Shell Charcoal
Philippines (Domestic), Visayas, Buyer
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic), Manado, Buyer
Coir Fibre
Sri Lanka (Mattress/Short fibre)
Sri Lanka (Bristle 1 tie)
Sri Lanka (Bristle 2 tie)
Indonesia (Mixed Raw fibre)
Other Oils
Palm Kernel Oil Malaysia/Indonesia
(CIF Rott.)
Palm Oil, Malaysia/Indonesia (CIF Rott.)
Soybean Oil, (Europe FOB Ex Mill)

2015
May

2015
Apr.

2014
May

(Annual Ave.)

2015

187

199

220

214

745
727
709
1,190

707
698
706
1,280

924
880
743
1,190

748
718
691
1,225

1,081
1,051
1,080
2,089

1,039
1,004
1,027
2,112

1,370
1,352
1,395
2,215

1,106
1,048
1,084
2,083

2,680
2,270
2,561
2,291

2,747
2,398
2,640
2,314

2,760
2,748
2,376
2,408

2,707
2,501
2,536
2,323

249
359
272

257
338
281

244
334
245

242
340
276

361
358
380

362
362
380

331
392
320

372
384
382

163
524
656
354

204
552
666
364

207
478
612
381

197
545
663
375

978
649
711

986
661
743

1,258
918
695

1,023
668
710

Rate of Exchange: May 28, 2015:
1US$=P44.63

or

Indo.=Rp13,196
Euro=US$1.09

or

India=Rs63.80
n.q.: no quotes

or

SL=Rs133.97
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MARKET ANALYSIS OF DESICCATED COCONUT

The export performance of desiccated
coconut (DC) from the Philippines in 2014, as
expected, showed a shortfall due to supply
shortage of raw materials as an effect of a
series of typhoons that destructed millions of
coconut trees in the country. The official data
from the Philippines Coconut Authority
showed that the export of desiccated coconut
was slashed by 7.28% to 107,034 in 2014
from 116,117 in 2013. Europe and USA were
still considered as major destinations for
desiccated coconut from the Philippines
accounting for 29% and 26% of the total
export respectively. Meanwhile from Asian
countries, China, Japan and Korea were
amongst the largest importing countries of
desiccated coconut from the Philippines. They
absorbed 7.4%, 2.8%, and 1.8% of the total
export respectively. Furthermore, the slump in
the export of desiccated coconut from the
Philippines seems to take a longer period.
The preliminary data from UCAP show that in
the first quarter of 2015, the export of
desiccated coconut was 34,476 MT or
decreased by 18.52% from the same period of
the previous year which was at 42,314 MT.
Since the export performance of Philippines
seems slower to recover, the global market
consolidates its supply by sourcing the
product from other countries such as
Indonesia and Sri Lanka which experience a
significant growth of export. Sri Lanka
experienced a sharp increase in export of the
commodity during the period of January to
December 2014. Sri Lanka’s export of
desiccated coconut jumped by 81.3% from
28,202 MT to 51,132 MT. Likewise,
Indonesia’s export of desiccated coconut was
86,797 MT or increased by 14.3% compared
to that of the previous year at 75,930 MT.

Europe and the Middle East were still
major destinations of desiccated coconut from
Sri Lanka. In the period of January December 2014, European and Middle East
countries imported 17,455 MT and 14,635 MT
of desiccated coconut from Sri Lanka
respectively. The imports of the two regions
accumulated more than 50% of the Sri
Lanka’s total export of DC. Spain, Germany,
Turkey, France, Portugal, and Netherlands
were the main buying countries in the EU
market, while Iran was the main hub in the
Middle East for the observed period followed
by Saudi Arabia at 3,519 MT then United Arab
Emirates at 2,059 MT. Though America
absorbed only 18.6% of Sri Lanka’s total
export, the export volume to the USA
recorded as the highest. The export volume to
USA was at 6,500 MT higher than those of
Egypt and Iran at 5,339 MT and 4,491 MT
respectively. Moreover, Sri Lanka’s export of
desiccated coconut is expected to continue its
increasing trend in 2015. In January 2015 the
export was 4,387 MT which increased by
34.6% compared to that of January 2014.
In the observed period of January to
December 2014 Indonesia exported 86,797
MT of DC compared to 75,930 MT in the
previous year. Europe was the main market
for DC from Indonesia. The continent
imported 39,776 MT of DC from Indonesia or
absorbed 45.83% of Indonesia’s DC export.
Germany, Netherlands, Russia, Turkey, and
United Kingdom were the major importing
countries from Europe. They imported 9,591
MT, 6,498 MT, 5,093 MT, 3,500 MT, and
2,640 MT respectively. Asia was the second
largest market for DC from Indonesia. It
absorbed 28.83% of Indonesia’s DC export.
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Singapore was the main importing country
which imported 13,687 MT of DC from
Indonesia in the observed period. The third
largest market for DC from Indonesia was
America. Its share of Indonesia’s DC market
was 17.26%. Though America was the third
largest importing continent, Brazil was
recorded as the largest importing country for
DC from Indonesia. The country imported
22,904 MT of DC from Indonesia constituted
13.6% of Indonesia’s DC export. It is
interesting to note that America has become a
new growing market for DC from Indonesia.
Compared to the last year volume, export of
DC from Indonesia to America grew by
59.30% which was the highest growth
compared to other regions.
After experiencing a bullish market in
the last three years, price of desiccated
coconut started to skid in the first quarter of
2015, especially in the Philippines and
Indonesia, the two majors exporting countries.
In the Philippines, the decreasing trend
started from February 2015. Price of
desiccated coconut declined by 0.4%
compared to the previous month, and further
moved down to US$2,270/MT in May 2015
which was the lowest level since

February last year. In Indonesia, the price
started to turn down in March 2015 which
decreased by 0.09% compared to the
previous month. The price continued to
decline in the next two months which touched
US$2,291/MT in May 2015, the lowest level
since January 2014.
The price trend indicates a reverse
trend in DC market after experiencing a
bullish market in the last three years. Though
the price reveals a reverse trend, it is
expected that it would take a longer time for
desiccated coconut to reach its lowest level
before it starts to increase for a new price
cycle. There are some reasons that make the
price will move down slower than the previous
cycle. The first is the impact of a series of
typhoons in the Philippines which is the major
producer of desiccated coconut. It would take
at least four to five years for the Philippines to
recover or more than six years to reach its
normal production. Second is the competition
of raw material for desiccated coconut
production with other coconut products. Since
the prices of other coconut products such as
coconut oil and milk improve, producers will
increase their production capacity therefore
they need more raw material.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
APCC TEAM AND TECHNICAL EXPERT
FROM
SRI
LANKA
VISIT
BOGOR
AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY
APCC facilitated an interaction meeting
of Dr. Lalith Pereira, Head – Genetics & Plant
Breeding division, Coconut Research Institute,
Sri Lanka with the scientists and researchers
at Department of Agronomy and Horticulture,
Faculty of Agriculture, Bogor Agricultural
University. A team of officials from APCC
along with Dr. Pereira had a discussion with
Dr. IR. Agus Purwito, Head of the Department
of Agronomy and Horticulture. This was
followed by a discussion with Prof.
Sudarsono, Head of Plant Molecular Biology.
Prof. Sudarsono along with his research
scholars, briefed the team on the research
work undertaken in Plant biotechnology in the
institute. The current work focussed on
Kopyor coconut native to Indonesia. He also
explained on the proposed study on genomic
sequencing to be initiated in coconut. Dr.
Pereira shared the details of work on plant
biotechnology
and
molecular
biology
undertaken by his institute. The interaction
was productive and mutually benefitting
through sharing of experiences and technical
expertise. It is expected to lead to potential
collaborative research associations in future.
The team was then taken on a visit to the
Plant Molecular Biology lab.
COCONUT COMEBACK IN FIJI
A record count of 7.3 million coconuts
that fall every year in Rotuma could see the
comeback of the copra industry that had
dropped in the past years, says Rotuma
district officer Niumaia Masere. This number,
he said, was a tally given by copra shed
owners who are still in the copra business.
"The others are records of sacks of coconuts
that leave the island by people who travel
back and forth to the capital." Add to that the
amount of coconuts used by women from the
seven districts of Rotuma who now thrive in
the virgin oil markets," Mr. Masere said. That

alone, Mr. Masere said, was an indication of
another booming industry that now rested on
the shoulders of the Rotumans. "Everywhere
you look, palm trees decorate the island but
the wheels of production had slowed through
the years when prices dipped, but this has
never deterred the spirit of the Rotumans from
maintaining their coconut plantations," he
said.
No matter how low the price might fall,
he said, larger scale exports with the support
of its administrators could always boost the
financial returns for the islanders. He said the
bio-fuel industry would find a valuable source
for raw products on Rotuma. The other niche
market, he said, was virgin oil. All over the
world, he said, people were turning to virgin
oil, which the women of Rotuma were
capitalising on. But he said there was a barrier
for growth among women that was still
affecting large-scale plans.
Selai Bemanena of Malhaha women's
club said they met twice a week to work.
"Scraping 15 coconuts will give you a bucket
full of oil after going through its hectic
process," Ms. Bemanema said pointing to an
FMF biscuit bucket."We can make more if we
are assisted with electric coconut scrapers
and milk extractors."The same issues were
highlighted during the talanoa session with
Commissioner Eastern Luke Moroivalu at
Noatau Village where men are constructing a
new copra shed to replace the old one just as
prices dipped. (Fiji Times Online)
MINISTRY
EMBARKS
ON
NEW
MARKETING STRATEGIES FOR RURAL
WOMEN
The Ministry of Women has partnered
with Fiji Arts Council and Ministry of Industry
and Trade to open up new marketing
opportunities for rural women in Fiji. The
Minister for Women, Children and Poverty
Alleviation, Hon. Rosy Akbar says that
through this partnership, women will be upskilled to produce quality Fijian Made
products. “Marketing networks have already
been established where reliable markets are
opening up for women for example in regards
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to the Virgin Coconut Oil products for Koro
and Kadavu island women they have secured
a market with the Coconut Company Fiji, it’s a
Suva based company and these women have
signed one year contract to sell their products
which amounts to 40 litres per month. “The
Ministry will also negotiate with corporate
bodies to maximise the opportunities for rural
women to access market services. Currently
we are liaising with Courts Fiji Limited to
ensure that as per the Ministry’s sewing
program, women will have a space to sell their
sewn products at various Courts Fiji outlets.
The rural women’s products will also be
marketed to Cruise liner ships that will be
docking in Fiji. Marketing opportunities are
also explored into hotels and supermarkets,”
Minister Akbar said. The Minister for Women
said that overseas marketing opportunities are
also available for rural women. “Some of the
women will also have the opportunity to
participate in a craft show organised by the
Investment Fiji which will be held in Sydney
later during the year. We are also working
closely for our women to participate and
showcase their handicrafts in this international
exhibition. The Ministry has also embarked on
consultations with our bilateral partners such
as the foreign missions and UN agencies in
Fiji and abroad to obtain potential markets for
women and I am proud to say that our
counterparts in Indonesia have shown keen
interest for Fijian made products like
handicrafts to be showcased in Indonesia in
June this year. Securing markets is a priority
for the Ministry and we will continue to
negotiate with all stakeholders to set clear
markets post Expo exhibition,” Minister Akbar
explained. (The Stallion – Community
Newspaper of Fijian Islands)

region, the EoI stated. These husks are
accumulated and transported to dump yards
where they rot with the rest of the garbage. In
a bid to change this, the civic body is now on
a lookout for firms interested in processing the
husks in order to generate biomass and
subsequently bio fuel, which could be used for
cooking purposes as well as to run
automobiles. The civic body is even willing to
let the eligible firm establish a biomass
generating unit. “We noticed that the
processing of husks is in practice in a few
southern Tamil Nadu districts as well as in our
neighbouring States. So now, instead of
adding on to the waste, we hope this initiative
will help generate more energy from waste,”
said a corporation official. “Besides,
composting was found to be more time
consuming,” the official added.

FUEL FROM COCONUT HUSKS: CIVIC
BODY SEEKS INTEREST

One of the projects is a virgin coconut
oil unit to be established in the State. The
decision was taken at a meeting of the CDB’s
project approval committee in Kochi on
Friday. It was chaired by CDB Chairman T.K.
Jose.

The Corporation of Chennai has called
out for green energy firms interested in
generating biomass out of tender coconut
husks in an Expression of Interest (EoI) put
out by the civic body’s Central region. Nearly
three tonnes of tender coconut husks are
generated on a daily basis from the Central

Tender coconut husks are soft and have
high moisture. So, with adequate fuel
processing, the husk can be converted into a
valuable clean combustion fuel, reports a
journal by the Energy and Resources Institute.
Processed fuel from fresh tender coconut has
energy content about 10 times that of the raw
material and has a calorific value comparable
to fuel wood, meaning that it can serve as
good quality biomass fuel, the journal adds.
(The New Indian Express)
CDB CLEARS PROJECTS WORTH RS.21
CRORE
With an outlay of Rs.21 crore, 19
projects comprising research, processing,
product diversification, and market promotion
of coconuts in the country have been cleared
by the Coconut Development Board (CDB).
The projects come with a subsidy of Rs.4
crore.

There will be six projects for desiccated
coconut powder units to process two lakh nuts
per day; two tender coconut water
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preservation and packaging units with a
capacity to process 30,000 tender coconuts
per day; two coconut shell charcoal
manufacturing units to process 26 tonnes; one
shell powder unit to process 20 tonnes; one
ball copra unit to process 12 lakh coconuts
per year; and one market promotional
programme to establish 70 integrated coconut
points.
Karnataka gets one tender coconut
water processing unit with a capacity to
process 10,000 tender coconuts per day;
three desiccated coconut powder processing
unit with a capacity to process 1,35,000 nuts
per day; and two coconut shell charcoal units
to process 26 tonnes of shell per day.
(http://www.thehindu.com)
EU FUNDS PROJECT TO DEVELOP
COCONUT INDUSTRY IN CARIBBEAN

to contribute to economic development and
poverty reduction in the benefiting countries".
Phase one of the project will engage national
stakeholders in formulating road maps for
market-led development of the coconut and
coconut products sector, as well as to agree
on implementation plans. (Jamaica Observer)
KENYA: TRADE BLOC
COCONUT FARMING

TO

BOOST

The Mombasa government has pledged
to support coconut farmers through the
Jumuiya ya Pwani economic bloc. Governor
Hassan Joho said leaders will work closely
with the Senate to ensure the coconut
industry is revamped. "We will quickly develop
legislation to prevent the felling of coconut
trees and selling of the same at Sh300, which
is a huge loss," said Joho. He said ignorance
and poverty are to blame for such activities.

The European Union is financing a
project
aimed
at
enhancing
the
competitiveness of small-scale coconut
farmers by identifying market opportunities,
creating synergies between national and
regional programmes and improving access to
advisory services for improved production.
The Caribbean Agricultural Research and
Development Institute (CARDI) in partnership
with the Geneva-based International Trade
Centre (ITC) and the EU are implementing the
Euro3.5 million (One Euro=US$1.29 cents)
project. The project will be undertaken in nine
Caribbean Forum (CARIFORUM) countries.
CARDI said that within recent years the
demand for coconuts and coconut biproducts has skyrocketed on both the regional
and world markets. "Many Caribbean
countries have been unable to satisfy this
growing demand due to setbacks experienced
by industries in the early 1980's. Principal
among these have been the loss of
international markets for traditional products,
loss of consumer confidence, ageing
populations and growing pest and disease
problems."

PARTNERS MEET IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA
TO SECURE THE PACIFIC COCONUT
GENE BANK THREATENED BY BOGIA
COCONUT

CARDI said it welcomed the support to
revitalise the coconut industry in the
Caribbean because of its "significant potential

As one of the five International Coconut
Genebanks under the International Coconut
Genetic Resources Network (COGENT), the

More than 27 participants from
international and regional institutes and four
Pacific countries participated
in two
workshops, from 24 to 29 April 2015, in
Madang and Port Moresby, to develop plans
to assist in securing the threatened
international coconut collection of the South
Pacific, which is held at the Stewart Research
Station in Madang, Papua New Guinea
(PNG).
The threat comes from the Bogia
Coconut Syndrome (BCS) disease complex,
which is caused by a phytoplasma that not
only affects coconuts but also banana and
betel nuts. The disease is affecting these
crops in farmers’ fields located approximately
15 kilometres from the field collection at the
Stewart Research Station, which is host to the
International Coconut Genebank for the South
Pacific under the management of the Cocoa
Coconut Institute Limited (CCIL).
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genebank holds 55 accessions of coconut
varieties – these were acquired mainly from
PNG and the rest were exotic varieties from
other countries. PNG is the host country for
the South Pacific collection under the tripartite
agreement (Article 15) of the International
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture (ITPGRFA), along with the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), and Bioversity
International as host of COGENT.
Globally, coconut genebanks are facing
a number of threats, which include pests and
diseases, droughts, environmental disasters,
land use changes and human encroachment.
Some of the existing international – and many
national – collections have also faced threats,
which have required appropriate remedial
actions to save them from complete loss.
Coconut is not like other crops that can be
stored for long periods through seeds; for
example, storing rice seeds in a genebank.
Conservation of coconut is currently only
possible with live trees in fields, however the
results of recent developments in modern
biotechnology
methods
on
coconut
cryopreservation using embryos and pollens
look promising.
The two workshops enabled key
participants to share their experiences and
thoughts, and to contribute to the roadmap in
support of PNG and the coconut community.
The workshop held in Madang was
opened by Acting Administrator of Madang
Provincial Administration, Mr. Peter ToRot,
who said: “I must thank the international
community for the concerted effort to mobilise
resources for holding these meetings. About
70 per cent of people in Madang, with a
population of 493,906, depend on coconut for
food and income generation.”
Dr. Paula Bramel, Deputy Executive
Director, of the Global Crop Diversity Trust
(GCDT), based in Germany, led the meeting.
“The overall purpose of the two workshops is
to develop a plan for securing the diversity of
the International Coconut Genebank for the
South Pacific in a safe place identified by

PNG. The key partners of the coconut
community are here to contribute to the
roadmap and support Kokonas Indastri
Koporesen and CCI in their planning for the
relocation of the collection to Punipuni, once it
has passed screening tests in a quarantine
site on Misima Island in Milne Bay Province.
Discussion will also include safety duplication
in Samoa and Fiji.”
PNG Secretary for the Department of
Agriculture and Livestock, Dr. Vele Ila’ava,
attended the Port Moresby workshop and
expressed support for the preventive work:
“The Bogia disease is lethal and has potential
to affect the lucrative oil palm industry, which
earns PNG two billion kina (approximately
USD 740 million) a year. Bogia disease also
affects other food and cash crops such as
banana and betel nuts (areca). The
department supports the deliberations and
appreciates the support of the global
community.”
COGENT Secretary and Coordinator, Dr
Alexia Prades, expressed her appreciation to
all partners present: “COGENT supports the
outcome of the meetings and is willing to play
an effective role with PNG hosting the
international coconut genebank for South
Pacific, global and regional partners, to
address key concerns from all of the 39
COGENT coconut producing countries’
members.”
Mr. Uron Salum, Executive Director of
the Asian and Pacific Coconut Community
(APCC), indicated that “APCC is willing to
work with PNG and partners on a way
forward. APCC will also propose a meeting
towards the end of the year to further
materialise safety duplication to future hosts
of the international genebank, Fiji and Samoa.
Apart from conservation, product development
is crucial in the Asia-Pacific region and APCC
will facilitate such collaboration amongst AsiaPacific coconut communities wherever
permissible between countries and institutes.”
The Philippines, one of the leading
coconut growing nations, was also invited,
and Mr. Ramon Rivera, Division Chief (III) of
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the Zamboanga Research Centre from the
Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA), shared
his
expertise
on
coconut
genebank
management, varietal improvement and
development. “Philippines, through PCA, is
very keen to collaborate with the South Pacific
countries on disease containment, coconut
research and product development through
APCC, COGENT and SPC under bilateral
agreements,” he said.
The threat of BCS to infect other
important industrial crops, such as banana,
areca and oil palm, is also a serious concern
for Samoa and Fiji, future hosts of the
international genebank.
Misa Konelio, Assistant Chief Executive
Officer, Samoas Ministry of Agriculture, visited
Madang: “The impact of Bogia disease on
coconuts and other crops is very serious. I
thank our government for their support to host
and transform the national coconut genebank
to the next level to become an international
genebank using clean material from other
countries.”
“Witnessing the severity of the Bogia
disease affecting coconuts in Madang is a big
concern for the region, and we need to act
now,” elaborated Dr. Apaitia Macanawai,
Acting Director of Research for Fiji’s Ministry
of Agriculture.
Other Pacific Scientists that attended
the meeting included Dr. Roger Malapa from
Vanuatu Agricultural Research Training
Centre, Tony Gunua, Plant Pathologist, and
Valerie Saena Tuia, Genetic Resources
Coordinator from SPC, Fiji. They contributed
to the logistics and roadmap from the
perspective of biosecurity for safe relocation
to a new site, including policies for exchange
and review of alternative methods for
preserving coconut using embryo culture and
cryopreservation based on recent studies in
Australia, India and Philippines.
Dr. James Kaiulo, Managing Director of
Kokonas Indastri Koporesen (KIK), in closing
the workshop, said: “It was an invaluable
learning experience, as expertise in the areas
of biosecurity, breeding and conservation

contributed to laying the foundations for the
roadmap for addressing the Bogia Coconut
Syndrome in relation to the transfer of the
South Pacific Coconut Genebank to a safer
location in Milne Bay Province in PNG. KIK
will work closely with all the partners in
finalising the roadmap with budget estimates
in order to secure funding for the transfer of
the genebank.”
Partners that supported the emergency
response to pest and disease outbreaks in
PNG include Global Crop Diversity Trust,
SPC, APCC, Bioversity International, CIRAD
(Centre de Coopération Internationale en
Recherche
Agronomique
pour
le
Développement), COGENT, PCA, and
scientific and technical institutions in PNG.
The workshops were funded by the Australia
Centre for International Agricultural Research
and organised by the GCDT in collaboration
with the KIK, CCI, University of Queensland,
SPC, and COGENT. (http://www.spc.int/lrd)
EASTERN VISAYAS CLEARED OF FELLED
COCONUT LOGS
In another development, the Philippine
Coconut Authority reported last week that as
of April 30, some 9.15 million uprooted and
sheared coconut trees have been turned into
lumber out of the 13 million target under the
revised coconut debris management plan.
The figure surpassed the target of 8.5 million
trees set by the Office of the Presidential
Assistant for Food Secutrity and Agriculture
Modernization (OPAFSAM). The move was
aimed at, among others, preventing
rhinoceros beetle infestation.
PCA
Eastern
Visayas
Regional
Manager Edilberto V. Nierva said about 15
million trees were totally damaged by typhoon
Yolanda, but the agency will only cover farms
that are accessible as it is not economically
practical to deploy chainsaw operators in far
flung areas. Other pest management methods
will be applied in remote areas not covered by
the debris clearing operations. Mr. Nierva
expects that by June, the government will be
able to process the total target after
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Rhinoceros beetle population usually
starts to increase six months after a coconut
tree is uprooted or sheared. “Rotten coconut
trees serve as the beetle’s breeding ground. If
blown away, they will attack remaining
surviving trees,” Mr. Nierva said. The
rhinoceros beetle was present in coconut
farms even before the super-typhoon, but
potential growth in the population because of
the surge in felled trees could be very
damaging, he added. With support from the
United Nations Development Program, the
government has deployed 2,500 chainsaws to
the provinces hit by typhoon Yolanda namely
Leyte, Samar and Eastern Samar. More than
P200 million has been spent for the wages of
chainsaw operators and some P400 million for
hauling. (UCAP Bulletin)
PCA RELEASES NATURAL PREDATORS
VS. COCO SCALE INSECT
The Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA)
released recently thousands of natural
predator insects to coconut farms in Laguna
province as part of the agency’s measures to
prevent a possible comeback of the coconut
scale insects, locally referred to as
“cocolisap.” Although the pest population has
dramatically decreased from what the
government described as “of outbreak
proportion,” authorities feared that the dry
summer months would only upset an already
improving situation as the cocolisap tend to be
more active in reproduction during dry
months.
Last
month,
Secretary
Francis
Pangilinan, Presidential Assistant for Food
Security and Agricultural Modernization, led
an information caravan in Majayjay, one of the
affected towns in Laguna. A similar caravan
was held in Batangas last March and another
will be held in Quezon. About 1,000 biocontrol
agents (consisting of five insect species
Chilocorus nigritus, Telsimia nitida, Telsimia
sp.,
Pseudoscymnus
anomalus
and
Cybocephalus sp.) cultured by PCA were
released in a one-hectare farm in Barangay

Suba. The province of Laguna also plans to
culture these biocontrol agents, according to
provincial agriculturist Marlon Tobias.
The cocolisap (Aspidiotus rigidus) was
first detected locally in 2009 in Batangas but
scientists trace its origin to Sangi Island in
Indonesia in the 1920s. It attacks coconut
trees by feeding on the sap and causing the
leaves to dry up and turn brown before
withering away. In 2014, the national
government declared a cocolisap outbreak,
affecting as many as 2.1 million coconut trees
in the Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas,
Rizal, Quezon provinces) and in parts of
Mindanao. The PCA, with P400 million
budget, launched massive “control protocols”
to contain if not eliminate the pest. (UCAP
Bulletin)
FRANKLIN BAKER INVESTS P3.5B FOR
ITS 4TH COCO PLANT
Franklin Baker Company of the
Philippines, world’s leading desiccated
coconut producer, is investing P3.5 billion for
the modernization and integration of its fourth
coconut processing plant, Diamond, in Davao
as the company aims to enter into more high
value added products. Acquired in 2014, the
new facility located near its existing plant in
Sta. Cruz, Davao del Sur, will be a modern,
integrated
coconut
plant.
Commercial
operation is expected in November or
December of this year.
On full commercial operation, Diamond
has the potential to double the production
capacity of desiccated coconut from 65 million
lbs per year to 130 million lbs per year as well
as production of coconut water concentrate
from 4 million liters per year to 8 million liters
per year. It will also hasten the company’s
entry into other coconut related products that
have recently shown vigorous growth in the
developed markets. Among these are coconut
water, virgin coconut oil, coconut milk and
coconut flour.
The acquisition is part of the company’s
global expansion strategy and is designed to
maintain Franklin Baker’s position as a preeminent supplier of quality coconut products
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to global markets. Its existing three plants are
located in San Pablo, Laguna; Coronan, Sta.,
Cruz, Davao del Sur - Emerald; and in
Darong, Sta. Cruz, Davao del Sur - Sapphire.
These plants have combined monthly
production capacity of 3,000 metric tons, all
for exports to some 50 various countries of
the world led by the US. To ensure steady
supply of coconuts, the company is engaged
in coconut farm management in Luzon and
Mindanao involving an aggregate 52,000
hectares. (UCAP Bulletin)
LANKAN KING COCONUTS ‘IN
DEMAND IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES’

HIGH

The Coconut Research Institute says
there is a high demand for Sri Lankan king
coconuts in foreign countries. Director Dr.
Jayantha Gunathilake noted that there has
been an export of more than 2.3 million king
coconuts during the past year. He added that
steps are being taken to populate different
variants of king coconuts to cultivators. (News
first)
VANUATU COCONUT SOAP ON ITS WAY
TO NEW ZEALAND
A Vanuatu soap maker has struck a
deal with Trade Aid in New Zealand, which
will stock three varieties of Coconut Project
soap. The soap has been manufactured by
the women of Ulevu island in Malekula since
2007 whose Palm Project company has just
recently become financially independent. An
Auckland woman, Liane Farry of the New
Zealand Children's Trust, helped set up Palm
Project. She says she is very proud of what
the community have achieved in the face of
overwhelming odds. "It really is in their hands
now and they make the decisions for its. And
that is very important because when you own
something, you take care of it. And if you feel
ownership you are going to fight hard for that.
And they do and they have worked very very
hard to get the soap where it is." Liane Farry
says the community also successfully runs the
Pacific's first solar-powered desalination water
production plant which also generates surplus
electricity making the island community one of
the most self-sufficient in Vanuatu.

COCONUT
FESTIVAL

SHOWCASED

IN

GOA

The Tourism Ministry of Goa, India
conducted last month the inaugural edition of
the ‘Coconut and Cashew Festival’,
showcasing
the
two
products
and
simultaneously making a popular statement
about just how integral the nuts have been to
Goa’s socio-cultural and economic history.
The festival was organised along with a dash
of music, entertainment and other innovative
food and drinks inspired by coconuts and
cashews.
“Both the coconut and the cashew are
extremely important for every Goan. We
wanted to showcase their multiple uses to the
world. This was the first time we organized
this event and were very happy that tourists
came in large numbers. We are optimistic of
turning it into an annual event,” Tourism
Minister Dilip Parulekar said. The festival also
featured workshops on climbing coconut
trees, demonstrations of feni distillation,
handicrafts made from coconut and even
cooking workshops. (UCAP Bulletin)
NEW
NEERA
PROCESSING
PROJECT IN ARALAM AREA

PLANT

A report from The Hindu says, the
Aralam Farm in India’s Kerala State will soon
have a neera processing plant as part of a
project for the farm’s development and for
ensuring additional employment opportunities
for the tribespeople living in the tribal
resettlement areas of the farm. Neera, also
called sweet toddy is sap extracted from the
inflorescence of coconut palms and used to
quench thirst.
The neera processing plant is being set
up under the initiative of the Coconut
Development Board (CDB) at an estimated
cost of Rs. 7.5 crore, District Collector P. Bala
Kiran informed in an official press statement.
The government has already sanctioned Rs. 4
crore for the project submitted by the CDB, he
added. Production capacity of the plant will be
4,000 litres a day of Neera drink from tapping
2,000 coconut palms in the first phase. A two-
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acre plot in the farm is being spruced up for
setting up the plant.
Farmers and tribespeople in the area
will be given training in Neera tapping. Over
200 tribespeople in the Aralam area will be
trained at the Regional Agricultural Research
Station at Pilikkode in Kasaragod. Once the
project is commissioned, the farmers are
expected to earn an income of Rs. 10,00015,000 a month from one coconut palm, the
release added. The neera processing plant
being set up at the Aralam Farm is envisaged
as a project for offering job and income for the
tribespeople rehabilitated in the farm land.
(UCAP Bulletin)
'NEERA' WITH MEALS FOR CHILDREN
It is proposed to give a cup of “neera”
along with midday meals to school children
from the next academic year in Madras State.
Giving this information to Pressmen [in
Vellore] on April 29, Mr. V. Padmanabhan,
Secretary, Khadi and Village Industries Board,
said that in a couple of schools in Madras City
and the Junior Approved School in Ranipet in
North Arcot district selected for the
experiment, it had been proved that the
weight of pupils who had taken “neera” had
increased. It had also been discovered by
competent
medical
practitioners
after
prolonged research that the regular habit of
taking “neera” had cured some of the eye
diseases. (http://www.thehindu.com)
'COCONUT PRODUCTION IN ANDHRA,
KERALA AND KARNATAKA SHOWS DIP'
Coconut production in Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala and Karnataka is showing a decline,
while it is increasing in Tamil Nadu, Odisha,
West Bengal and Maharashtra, according to a
statistical survey by the Coconut Development
Board (CDB), it was announced on Monday.
In a press release issued here, the CDB
said its survey for the concurrent estimation of
production and productivity of coconut in
major growing states for 2014-15, said
production in major coconut growing states in
India is showing a decrease of 10 percent
over the 2013-14.

The estimated coconut production in
Kerala for 2014-15 showed a decrease of
17.48 percent over 2013-14.
The production was 5,921 million nuts
during 2013-14 but estimated to be down to
4,886 million nuts during 2014-15.
Shortage of rain, pest and disease are
the causes reported for decline in production
in Kerala.
The production estimate for Tamil Nadu
with respect to 2014-15 shows a slight
increase of 3.90 percent compared to 201314.
The production of 4,668 million nuts
reported in 2013-14 has increased to 4,850
million nuts in 2014-15.
In Karnataka, production declined from
4,337 million nuts to 4,126 million nuts while
in Andhra Pradesh it declined to 781 million
nuts.
The decline is reported to be the after
effect of two cyclonic storms that lashed in
Andhra coast in the past two years.
But Odisha showed an increase of
19.75 percent to touch 491 million nuts, while
in West Bengal, the estimated production for
2014-15 as per the survey also showed an
increase of 11.34 per cent to reach 442 million
nuts.
In
Maharashtra,
the
estimated
production for 2014-15 showed an increase of
15.85 percent to touch 187 million nuts.
(http://www.business-standard.com)
COCOZIA ORGANIC COCONUT WATER
NOW AVAILABLE AT TEXAS CENTRAL
MARKET
Epicurex, the successful distributor of
high-quality organic coconut water Cocozia,
has announced that the popular brand is now
available at all nine foodie favorite Central
Market stores across Texas. Cocozia is
sourced from pure young green coconuts in
the Philippines, and lets health-conscious
consumers quench their thirst without
compromising on taste or their health. 100%
organic, Cocozia is also Non-GMO Project
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verified, sugar-free and gluten-free, and fits
perfectly with Central Market’s commitment to
offering unique and high-quality goods to its
valued customers.
Gordon Hansen, Vice President of Sales
at Epicurex said, “We’re totally happy that
Central Market’s values and standards are an
ideal match for Cocozia and we’re very
excited that Central Market’s customers will
now be able to enjoy the delicious and
refreshing taste of Cocozia from their local
stores.” Cocozia offers customers a refreshing
and hydrating beverage that is naturally
sweet, and packed full of electrolytes like
magnesium and potassium, with only 70
calories the ideal thirst quencher for the Texas
climate. The 100% organic water will be
available at Central Market stores in the
popular 11.1 FL OZ and 16.9 FL OZ sizes.
(UCAP Bulletin)
COCONUT OIL TRENDING IN EUROPE
Coconut oil could be on trend in Europe
as saturated fats are no longer regarded to be
as harmful for heart health as they were, a
Mintel report said. As research questions the
role of saturated fats in heart health, they may
unwittingly be restoring consumers’ faith in
coconut oils and spreads. It said sales could
be boosted further by the success of the
coconut water market, and coconut as a food
ingredient, as well as by the consumer
familiarity in non-food sectors such as skin
and hair care.
David Turner, global food and drink
analyst at the research organisation said with
interest driven by a mix of factors as varied as
health, beauty, vegetarian baking and the rise
of ethnic foods, coconut oil has the potential
to be a star of the oil and spread sectors. He
said oil and spreads product development in
Europe has grown strongly in recent years
and was responsible for up to a quarter of all
new food product launches in 2014, up from
8% the previous year. The market for coconut
oil has also been doubling in each of the last
three years. “Perhaps the strongest driver in
the resurgence of coconut oil is that there has

been change in view regarding the food’s
healthfulness.”
Turner said that concerns over coconut
oil consumption had always been historically
significant, given its high saturated fat content.
At just over 86%, coconut oil is among the
highest in saturated fat of commonly available
edible oils. However, many “natural” food
categories have benefited recently from
debate over the effect of saturated fat
consumption and its role in increasing heart
disease. The main type of fat in coconut oil is
lauric acid, which is believed to help raise
“good” high-density lipoproteins, a fact that oil
and margarine manufacturers tend to highlight
as low or reduced cholesterol claims on their
products, said Turner. (UCAP Bulletin)
HUDHUD-HIT COCONUT PLANTATIONS
MAY TAKE YEARS TO REVIVE IN DIST
Vizag was once known as a market
where coconuts and cashew were available
cheapnin India. But Cyclone Hudhud has
changed it all because, with the exception of
cashew, every other plantation crop has
suffered, especially coconut. The entire
coastal coconut belt, spread over 7,700
hectares, has been ravaged and wears a
forlorn look, with very few of the standing
coconut palms sprouting any nuts.
The farmers, who till recently were
worried about the spread of the Black
Catterpillar bug, that laid waste many
plantations in the Anakapalli belt, are no
longer worried about it for the tree cover has
been reduced to nearly half (3.5 lakh trees).
And most of the standing trees are in a
shrivelled condition and yet to regain their
strength.
K Narayana, a Horticulturist from
Rambilli, said, "I own what used to be a lush
and beautiful coconut grove spread over 32
acres. Today it has virtually been razed to the
ground and I am having second thoughts
about going for yet another coconut
plantation. Maybe I'll stick to sugarcane."
Not all farmers are that lucky because
they used to cultivate only coconut and
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Hudhud's destruction has taken away their
only source of income. Like Ratha Chinnappa,
a smalltime trader and marginal farmer from
Yelamanchili, who said, "I used to own
roughly 25 coconut trees, which used to yield
around 15,000 nuts per annum. I could
directly sell the produce on the highway and
make a decent living, netting roughly Rs 5,000
per month. Now my only source of income is
gone."
If the farmers are crying about the crop
damage, consumers are not amused at the
rate at which prices of water laden coconuts
have gone up. P Naresh, a resident of
Yendada, which was once known for its
coconut groves, complained, "Barely 10
months ago, I could buy a water filled coconut
for Rs 10 but now even tiny and spindly nuts
with hardly any water in them cost the same."
Even market yards in Visakhapatnam,
Gajuwaka, Anakapalli and Tuni wear a forlorn
look as the coconut godowns in these markets
are empty and the only coconuts making their
way into the city are coming all the way from
south and central AP and even Odisha in
India.
N Suri Naidu, a trader from Tummapala
village near Anakapalli said, "The rich
Gangajalam and Ceylon varieties have been
replaced by new and small varieties with
hardly any water. I guess the customers will
simply have to make do with whatever is
available and pay more for whatever little
coconut water they might drink this summer."
Experts too paint a gloomy picture. The
AP
Horticulture
Department
Executive
Director for Vizag district, G Prabhakar Rao,
said, "We must take into consideration the fact
that we lost nearly three lakh trees with crop
on 2,200 hectares completely damaged and
the rest suffering partial damage. There is no
way the farmers can recover quickly as
coconut is not a quick growing species. It will
take five to six years for coconut trees to grow
again and the yield will touch the 2013 levels
only by 2024. In such a scenario, customers
do not have much of a choice but pay."

Agreeing, K Ramesam, a retired
Agricultural Scientist, said that coconut trees
take a longer time to mature, which would
mean that farmers in the region could take
another 10 years to find their footing again.
"But there is one danger that might threaten
the re-construction process - pests. Coconut
trunks are prone to attract pests once felled
and unless they are properly burnt, which has
not been done in most areas, it could prove to
be disastrous for farmers. Coconut plantations
would
fail
forever."
(http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com)
NEERA SALES TO GET A BOOST IN
STATE
Soon the people of the state will get
Neera, the unfermented sap from coconut
inflorescence, at their home places as the
state government has ordered the local body
institutions in the state to provide assistance
for the marketing of Neera and its valueadded processed products such as jaggery,
candy, ice cream and toffee in their territories.
At present, Neera is available in selected
places like Secretariat, Raj Bhavan,
Agriculture University, and at select outlets.
With the new order, the apex body of Coconut
Producers Companies registered with the
Coconut Development Board (CDB), the
Consortium of Coconut Producer Companies
in Kerala, can install the Neera vending
machines in all the three-tier panchayats,
municipalities, and Corporations with their
cooperation, said a CDB spokesperson. The
state government took the decision in
pursuant to a letter written by CDB chairman
T K Jose in this regard.
Since the inception of the commercial
production of Neera, 173 federations that
were given licences for the production of
Neera, could make a revenue of `3 crore
within three months of its production. Among
the federations, Malappuram Producer
Company collected the largest share of
revenue, followed by Kaippuzha and Palakkad
companies,
respectively.
Coconut
inflorescence sap, in its pure form is not
alcoholic and contains several health
ingredients and it is a rich source of proteins,
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vitamin C, phosphorous, calcium and iron,
vital for humans.
The Consortium has organised a
district-level dharna in front of the
Collectorates across the state on Monday in
protest against the laxity of various
government agencies and renege showed by
the state government towards the Neera
producing coconut farmers and seeking early
distribution of `30 crore fund allotted by the
last budget among the producer companies
registered under the Coconut Development
Board. (http://www.newindianexpress.com)
INTEGRATED
LAUNCHED

FARM

INFO

SYSTEMS

Palakkad Coconut Producer’s Company
Ltd (PCPCL), in association with Source
Trace Systems (STS) launched its Integrated
Farm Information Systems which would
enable the farmers’ start-up to monitor their
operations with state-of-the-art information
system and optimise it by right decisions on
checks,
balances
and
well-informed
strategies.
Launching the software, T K Jose,
Chairman, Coconut Development Board
(CDB), said that the need for integration and
technology management in agriculture is
important. He also said that PCPCL is the
leader among the 19 coconut producer
companies in Kerala and they are the
torchbearers who can show the path to the
other companies. The software is built on
SaaS (Software as a Service) platform, in
order to shift the entire investment weight age
to shared platforms like cloud technology with
strong encryptions by technologically sturdy
partners like STS.
Venkat Maroju, Chief Executive Officer
of SourceTrace Systems, which has
developed the software solution, that is
exclusively designed for Farmer Producer’s
Organisations
(FPOs),
presented
the
software. T K Jose inaugurated the billing
system by creating a sale bill and handing it
over to Sibi Monippally, member, Board of
Directors, Nafed. Vinod Kumar, Chairman,
PCPCL, Joji T. Mathew, CEO, PCPCL,

Satish, Technical Consultant, PCPCL and
Padmanabhan Bhaskaran, Consultant and
member-farmer, PCPCL were also present.
(http://www.newindianexpress.com)

M AR K E T N E W S
PHILIPPINE
COCONUT
EXPORT UP IN APRIL

PRODUCTS

UCAP preliminary data show export of
coconut products in April climbed by a slower
10.5% year-on-year to 130,986 MT in copra
terms from 118,555 MT but shrank by 11.8%
from prior month unofficial data at 148,517
MT. The volume is shade higher than the
monthly average during the first quarter of this
year at 130,939 MT.
Coconut oil posted the only increment
during the month among the review products
with export swelling 19.5% to 71,650 MT from
59,968 MT last year. Volume revealed a minor
deficit of 1.7% when compared with the
monthly average in the first quarter at 72,906
MT. More than two-thirds (67.7%) of the
month’s shipment at 48,500 MT was destined
for Europe while the United States took in
nearly a quarter (23.2%) at 16,650 MT.
Outside of these traditional markets, importers
were Malaysia with 4,000 MT (5.6%) and
Japan with 2,500 MT (3.5%).
Copra meal external trade was slashed
by 22.0% to 22,800 MT from 29,221 MT and
lagged behind the monthly average at 32,219
MT by a hefty 29.2%. Korea was virtually an
exclusive market during the month cornering
82.9% of total ship out at 18,900 MT. The
balance was consigned to Vietnam at 2,000
MT (8.8%) and India at 1,900 MT (8.3%).
Desiccated coconut export plummeted
14.7% to 9,253 MT from 10,843 MT. The
tonnage bested by 10.0% the monthly
average at 8,408 MT. Oleochemicals
recorded the biggest drop with overseas
purchases diving 55.0% to 2,950 MT as copra
from 6,558 MT but surpassed the monthly
average at 2,217 MT by a whopping 33.0%.
There was no reported shipment of copra
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during the month as of this report compared to
46 MT recorded at the same time last year.

percent growth in exports as compared to the
2013-14 figures.

January-April export accumulated to
523,804 MT in copra terms, outpacing by an
appreciable 22.0% a comparable year-ago
period total at 429,368 MT. Breakdown is as
follows: copra nil (106 last year), coconut oil
290,368 (220,896), copra meal 119,458
(173,692),
desiccated
coconut
34,476
(42,314), oleochemicals as copra 9,600
(13,213). (UCAP Bulletin)

According to the CDB's estimates for
2014-15, the coconut production in the
country is expected at 20,000 million nuts, a
drop of 10 percent compared to 2013-14.

COPRA SHORTAGE IN INDIA FORCING
TRADERS TO LOOK AT OTHER SOURCES
Thalath Mahmood, Director, Coconut Oil
Merchants’ Association (COMA), said several
traders, including some leading corporate
companies engaged in branded coconut oil
business, are now looking at sourcing copra
from
Indonesia,
the Andamans
and
Lakshadweep. He attributed the tight supply
of copra to increased demand for coconut byproducts such as coconut powder, virgin
coconut oil, and desiccated coconut.
In a related development, a survey
report released by the Coconut Development
Board showed production in Kerala, a major
producing State, fell to 4,886 million nuts in
2014-15 from 5,921 million nuts in 2013-14.
On per hectare basis, production stood at
6,042 nuts. In Karnataka, production declined
to 4,126 million nuts in 2014-15 from 4,337
million nuts, with production per hectare at
10,900 nuts. Tamil Nadu has the highest nut
harvest per hectare at 11,319 nuts. (UCAP
Bulletin)
EXPORTS OF COCONUT, PRODUCTS
FROM INDIA TOUCH RECORD HIGH
While coconut yield in major producer
states like Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and
Karnataka is showing a decline, the export of
coconut and coconut products from the
country in the last fiscal touched a record high
of Rs.1,312.38 crore.
A
report
prepared
by
V.C.
Vasanthakumar of the Coconut Development
Board (CDB) says there has been a 13.5

Among various coconut products, the
share of activated carbon alone in the exports
accounted for Rs.557.80 crore.
The primary raw material used for
activated carbon is any organic material with a
high carbon content, and coconut shell is one
such product that has now started fetching
good money.
Exported dry coconut accounted for
Rs.194 crore followed by coconut oil
Rs.147.07 crore, and other fresh, dried,
shredded and frozen products accounted for
Rs.135.84 crore.
Export of dry coconut to Pakistan
accounted for Rs.183.06 crore.
The report pointed out that during the
last fiscal, India imported coconut products
worth Rs.421.66 crore, including products like
coconut fatty acid, copra, expeller cake and
coconut oil.
During the period, domestic price of
coconut oil continued to remain high over the
international prices, said the report.
Speaking to IANS, CDB Chairman T.K.
Jose said for the past few years this has been
the trend in exports, and the need of the hour
is to increase the production of coconuts and
make value addition to it.
"What has to happen with immediate
effect is there should be value addition,
especially in the production of coconut fatty
acids, coconut cream and milk products.
Today, these products are imported. If this
happens, there will be a huge surge in
exports," said Jose.
Vasanthakumar added that the exports
of coconut and coconut products will be
higher this year as the export of virgin coconut
oil is expected to rise from 815 tonnes in the
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last
fiscal
to
over
2,000
(http://www.madhyamam.com)

tonnes.

Kochi and Kangeyam markets, says Coconut
Development Board.

COCONUT AND COPRA PRICE WILL BE
STABLE

The Board officials clarified that the
decreasing phenomenon in the last few days
is only temporary and the prices are likely to
rule high till August. The Board also informed
farmers not to rush to the market to offload
their produce.

Coconut is mainly produced in
Coimbatore. Triuppur, Thanjavur, Dindigul,
Kanyakumari, Vellore and Thenidistricts in
Tamil Nadu. Coconut and copra arrivals from
these districts have already started and
arrivals from Kerala, and Karnataka have not
commenced till date. Reduction in coconut
production in Andhra Pradesh coupled with
increasing demand for coconut in domestic
market may increase the price in upcoming
months. At present, the price of coconut is
ruling around Rs. 30800 per tonne, i.e.,
approximately Rs. 16-18 per nut to average
size weighing 550-600 grams and copra
prices are ruling at Rs. 98-99 per kg in
Avalpoondurai regulated market in Tamil
Nadu.
To help farmers in taking proper
marketing decisions, an econometric analysis
of coconut and copra prices that prevailed
during last 15 years in Avalpoondurai
regulated markets were carried out by the
Back office of Agro Marketing Intelligence and
Business Promotion Centre (AMI & BPC),
Centre for Agricultural and Rural Development
Studies (CARDS) of Tamil Nadu Agricultural
University.
As per the results of the analysis, the
farm level price of coconut during April-May is
expected to rule around Rs. 31000-31500 per
tonne of Rs 17-19 per nut and copra price will
remain stable around Rs. 99-100 per kg at
Avalpoondurai regulated market in April and
May, 2015 and there will be a chance for price
decrease after that due to expected arrivals
from Kerala and Karnataka during May, 2015.
Hence farmers are advised to take selling
decision according to above prices. (MediaKisanworld, India)
COCONUT OIL PRICES SEEN HIGHER ON
SUPPLY SQUEEZE
Coconut oil prices are likely to be stable
despite a slight price decline witnessed in

It is pointed out that the peak season in
Kerala will be over by this month. A close
observation on the daily prices at Kangeyam
and Kochi against 60 days moving average
revealed the prevailing trough in price is not
pronounced and the prices are likely to rule
steady.
However, there is a chance for supply
constraint which is likely to push up the
domestic price slightly. This is because of the
steady increase in export of desiccated
coconut powder and virgin coconut oil during
January to April compared to previous year
and is expected to grow further, the officials
said.
Meanwhile the demand for raw nuts and
edible copra to Pakistan, Bangladesh and in
the Gulf before the Ramzan festival season
coupled with the good availability of
Lakshadweep copra has boosted the coconut
oil market in Kerala and Tamil Nadu this
week.
Thalath Mahmood, Director, Coconut Oil
Merchants Association (COMA), said that
prices are in a steady line at Rs13,500 a
quintal in Kerala (Rs13,600) and Rs12,900 in
Tamil Nadu (Rs13,000). Copra prices
registered a Rs100 drop at Rs9,500 in Kerala,
while the price decline was close to Rs400
touching
Rs9,000.
(http://www.thehindubusinessline.com)

COCONUT TECHNOLOGY
NEWS
NATURAL EXPO WEST 2015: EXOTIC
YOGURTS AND COCONUT CHIPS
The 35th annual Natural Products Expo
West, claiming to be the world's largest
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natural, organic and healthy products event,
drew more than 71,000 to the Anaheim (Calif.)
Convention Center March 4-8.
Two interesting themes noticed were:
yogurts made from everything but cow's milk
and claiming nationalities other than Greek,
and coconut flakes (not coconut water, which
is so last year).
A combination of two of those themes,
Co Yo yogurt is made from the cream from
the whole flesh of the coconut. "It's 98 percent
pure coconut – in fact, it takes more than one
whole coconut to make a small tub of Co Yo,"
say company officials. That makes Co Yo
dairy-free, gluten-free, lactose-free and even
soy-free – and suitable for both vegetarians
and vegans.
Coconut cream also figures into Daiya
yogurt, which calls itself Greek-style, but is
both dairy- and soy-free. Tapioca starch and
pectin also are keys to the yogurt-like texture.
Even the bigger companies are onto
this. Coconut Dream, one of the Dream
brands from Hain-Celestial, also makes a
coconut-based yogurt.
Likewise, So Delicious, the late-2014
acquisition by WhiteWave Foods, showed
"cultured coconut milk and cultured almond
milk" – the company compares them to but
doesn't call them yogurts. And WhiteWave's
long-held Silk soymilk brand this year debuted
Silk Yogurt, also made from the bean.
Perhaps the company learned the recipe from
its long-held Alpro business unit in Europe,
which has been making plant-based yogurts
for years.

chips are an addition this year, in caramel,
cacao and chili-lime.
Blue Monkey, which brought coconut
water and drinks to previous shows, this year
offered coconut chips in natural, ginger,
espresso, chocolate, wasabi, bacon, mango,
sriracha, turmeric, cinnamon and matcha.
Bare Foods, previously known for dried
apple chips, added coconut chips this year.
Back to the Roots, which has
specialized in stone ground cereals, offered a
prototype of coconut flakes that will join its
breakfast toppers line (to add to cereal or
yogurt) later this year.
And more coconut: A coconut spread
joins the huge list of coconut products from
CocoVie.
With coconut oil base, Chao Cheese,
made by Field Roast, is seasoned with a
fermented soybean curd, called chao tofu.
Coconut milk makes ice cream under
the Julie's brand from Oregon Ice Cream Co.
Coconut and chia seeds are the base
for the new Qia bar, the first bar from Nature's
Path, which has been making natural cereals
for 30 years. Qia started out as a bagged
cereal some years back, became a hot cereal
more recently and now lends its name to this
organic, gluten-free bar in blueberry-cashewpumpkin and dark chocolate-cranberryalmond
varieties.
(http://www.foodprocessing.com/articles/2015)
PLANT
WATERS
COCONUT WATER

CHALLENGING

And everywhere you turned at Nat
West, there were coconut flakes; some plain,
some flavored, but all of them delicious.
Bacon was the new and surprisingly delightful
flavor in the toasted coconut chip line at Dang
Foods LLC. Other flavors are original (plain),
caramel sea salt, lightly salted unsweetened
and dark chocolate coated.

Plant waters such as aloe, birch,
artichoke, maple, cactus, and almond water
are starting to challenge coconut water’s
pedestal, with NPD in this emerging category
booming, according to Innova Market Insights.
Speaking at Vitafoods Europe in Geneva this
month, Robin Wyers, Chief Editor, said NPD
in the category is flourishing, driven primarily
by innovation in the US.

Navitas Naturals has specialized in
"plant-based superfoods," especially as
snacks eaten right out of the pouch. Coconut

Wyers sees drink across the functional
beverage category is increasingly positioned
around health and nutrition platforms. “Plant-
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based waters are the latest emerging
segment happening in beverages with the
health positioning,” he said. “These are
positioned on low sugar, low calorie platform,
for their properties from nature and innovative
flavours”. He noted that across global plant
water launches in 2010-2014, ‘natural’ was
the top health claim made by products (with
58.6% using the claim), followed by ‘no
additives/preservatives’ (46.6%) and gluten
free (37.9%), antioxidan (27.6%) and low
calorie (25.9%). On the nutrition side, top
claims include digestive/ gut health (15.5%),
skin health (13.8%) and immune health
(21.1%).
Wyers noted two launches in 2014:
Bettersweet Maple Water which claims “35
simple calories with the perfect hint of
sweetness” and Caliwater All Natural Cactus
Water which claims “lower in sugar and
calories than nearly all leading coconut water
and aloe juice products”. He observed that
coconut water was marketed on similar
positioning not too long ago, which goes to
show emerging competitors across functional
beverages. (UCAP Bulletin)
CONVERSION
OF COCONUT
FARMS THREATENS DIVERSITY

GENE

The land conversion of coconut gene
banks located in research farms across the
Asia-Pacific threatens the future of coconut
diversity, researchers warn.A coconut gene
bank in Indonesia was recently converted into
a racetrack while another in Samoa was
turned into a prison as learnt by SciDev.Net.
Scientists in Southeast Asia are worried that
without legal protection the number of coconut
gene banks in the region could dwindle
further. Plant ecologist Percy Sajise, a former
Regional Director of Biodiversity International,
explains that pressure is increasing in the
region to convert gene banks to other uses,
since managing and keeping them is
expensive and requires a huge land area and
lots of technical expertise. He adds that a lack
of legally binding agreements makes it easy to
dismantle coconut gene banks. “The people
who benefit from (such) conversion should be
conscious in protecting our coconut

collections. Proper information and awareness
on conservation are crucial,” says Ramon
Rivera, division chief at the Philippine
Coconut Authority (PCA) who manages the
country’s coconut genetic collection in
Zamboanga.
Housed in the PCA centre are 263
coconut accessions (plant material collected
from a specific location), consisting of 107 tall
varieties that take five to seven years before
fruiting, 53 dwarfs that take three years before
fruiting,
and
102
hybrid
collections.
At a global scale, the Philippine collection
amounts to only about a quarter of the total
1,459 coconut accessions listed under the
International Coconut Genetic Resources
Database. But the latest update of the
inventory was in 2012 due to limited funding.
Hiroyuki
Konuma,
the
regional
representative for Asia and the Pacific at the
UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization, says
the FAO is working with partners in the region
to improve the use and availability of plant
genetic resources. The FAO is encouraging
local governments to make use of policies that
support the exchange of genetic resources
and guarantee countries a share of the
benefits. This is important, as additional
pressures are put on coconut trees by the
fallout of climate change, PCA scientists say.
In 2013, supertyphoon Haiyan, which hit the
central Philippines, affected a tenth of the
country’s total coconut production. To date, 26
per cent of the Philippines’s agricultural lots
are planted with coconuts. The industry
supports 3.5 million farmers and up to 20
million indirect jobs that help earn the country
US$510 million annually, according to the
PCA. (SciDev.net)
VIRGIN
COCONUT
OIL
EFFECTIVE
REWETTING AGENT FOR DRY EYES
A new study out of Malaysia shows that
virgin coconut oil may function better than
commercial “artificial tears” products in
rewetting dry eyes. Dry eye is multifactorial
disease of the tears and ocular surface that
results in symptoms of discomfort, visual
disturbance, and tear film instability with
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potential damage to the ocular surface. It is
accompanied by an increased osmolality of
the tear film and inflammation of the ocular
surface. Tear volume is essential for many
functions in maintaining the overall ocular
health hence giving clarity vision. Dryness of
the eye will have a major impact on the ocular
health and visual clarity especially in contact
lens wearers.
Among all the therapeutic options for dry
eye disease, artificial tears are still the
mainstay in the initial management of a dry
eye patient. Due to the complex nature of the
tear film, it is difficult to design an artificial tear
solution that is identical to human tears.
However, many artificial tear brands have
been tried to improve their quality by altering
the composition, viscosity, and/or osmolarity
of the solution. Though many of these
rewetting drops are available over the
counter, many were known to cause only
temporary relief from signs and symptoms or
may not even be an effective treatment and
some of these rewetting agents have not been
tested for its efficacy scientifically. A study in
the literature showed the liposomal spray
which was applied to the closed eye had
increased the thickness of the lipid layer and
improved tear film stability significantly. This
brought an idea of usage of oil able to act as
supplement for the tear film.
Virgin coconut oil (VCO) is obtained
from the fresh, mature kernel of the coconut.
VCO is emerging functional food oils due to its
ability to possess several biological activities
such as antiviral and antimicrobial. Current
findings revealed that virgin coconut oil (VCO)
has been used extensively as supplement in
many medical treatments. These benefits of
coconut oil can be attributed to the presence
of lauric acid, capric acid, and caprylic acid,
and its properties such as antimicrobial,
antioxidant, antifungal, antibacterial, and
soothing. In addition, virgin coconut oil is also
composed
mainly
of
medium-chain
triglycerides, which may not carry the same
risks as other saturated fats. A new horizon in
discovery of the benefits of VCO has been
emphasized in most systemic diseases either

in curing or in treating at the same time. But
none has been explored on its effects on
ocular health. The possibility of using VCO as
one of the remedies for dry eyes should be
looked into for its efficacy and effects on short
and long term basis. In this study, three
rewetting agents were used: virgin coconut oil
(VCO) which is oil-based tears, Tears
Naturale II which is readily available
commercially
which
contains
HMC
(hydroxymethylcelluose), and saline for
control. The general aim of this pilot study
was to evaluate the efficacy and safety of
VCO as ocular rewetting agent on rabbit eyes.
In comparison with Tears Naturale II
and saline, VCO which acts as a rewetting
agent did not cause any significant difference
in NIBUT, corneal staining pattern, anterior
segment, Schirmer Test and pH in 30 min,
60 min, and 2 weeks after instillation. VCO is
not merely a composition of fatty acids but it
also acts as a protective layer over the tear
film layers from evaporation. VCO with its
anti-inflammatory properties might be useful
for those with dry eyes problem. However,
further investigation should be done to
determine its efficacy for dry eyes therapy. In
conclusion, it has been shown that VCO did
not cause harmful effects when used on
rabbits’ eyes. This finding suggests that VCO
are safe to be used on human’s eyes. Thus,
future research on human needs to be
conducted to study the efficacy of VCO as
rewetting agent on dry eye patient. The
beneficial effect of VCO is most likely
attributed to its anti-inflammatory properties,
which is similar to those of natural tears.
(Health Impact news)

BIO-DIESEL NEWS
BIOFUEL
PRODUCERS
DEMAND
EXEMPTION FROM PALM OIL LEVY
Domestic biofuel producers have
demanded exemption from paying levies for
the shipment of palm oil products overseas,
as such policy will create more burdens for
the industry.
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“We are hoping that we will be exempt
from the rule of paying US$30 per metric ton
of
processed
palm
oil
products
because the domestic sales price is already
low,” Biofuel Producers Association (Aprobi)
Executive Chairman Paulus Tjakrawan said
on Thursday.
Paulus said biofuel producers had
suffered from margin compression following
the slump in global CPO prices, which were
currently traded at US$614 per ton, as the
government has also yet to set the newest
benchmark price for biodiesel through export
reference price (HPE).
The government is in the process of
setting a new biodiesel price with a formula of
CPO price plus US$125 per ton and transport
cost.
The US$125 figure is based on the
government’s recent calculation, lower than
the previous US$188.
“The new benchmark price formula will
not offer any profit for us and it will be heavier
if the CPO price rebounds to above US$750,
which means we should also pay export tax
besides paying the additional levy,” Paulus
said.
Under an existing rule, exporters will
have to pay between 7.5 percent and 22.5
percent in export tax if the CPO price is higher
than US$750 per ton. If the CPO price is
lower than US$750 per ton, exporters will be
exempt from the export tax.
However, they will have to pay the levy
regardless of the CPO price, as stated in a
regulation to take effect later this month.
Edi Wibowo from the Energy and
Mineral Resources Ministry said biofuel
producers could enjoy benefits from the levy,
which will be paid back to the industry in the
form of biodiesel subsidies and improvements
to the palm oil industry.
“The palm oil industry currently pays
zero percent export tax, but will pay an export
levy that will be paid as a subsidy by the
government for biodiesel,” said Edi, a Division
Head at the Ministry’s Directorate General of

new, renewable
conservation.

energy

and

energy

President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo signed
a new regulation on Tuesday evening
requiring palm oil exporters to pay a levy of
US$50 per metric ton for CPO and US$30 for
processed palm oil products.
The levy, called the Crude Palm Oil
Supporting Fund (CPO Fund), will be imposed
by the end of this month in an effort to pay
biodiesel subsidies, as the country intends to
lower fossil-fuel imports and help develop the
local palm industry through research,
replanting and revitalization.
The tax rate is reviewed every month
based on monthly average prices in Jakarta;
Rotterdam, the Netherlands and Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia. But since October last
year, duties were cut to zero as CPO prices
dipped below the reference price.
Paulus said further that the market
absorption for biodiesel by Pertamina was
almost zero as the company acted as the
main buyer for the biodiesel, in accordance
with the mandatory mix of biofuel in diesel fuel
from 10 to 15 percent.
The mandatory mix is part of the
government’s solution of taming the volatility
of the rupiah, as reduced oil imports will
improve the country’s current account and in
turn improve its economic fundamentals.
According to a data at the Energy
Ministry, domestic absorption of biodiesel by
Pertamina as of 2014 reached 2.4 million
kiloliters (kl), below the targeted 3.3 million kl.
This year, the government aims for 4.3 million
kl
of
biodiesel
absorption.
(http://www.thejakartapost.com)

OTHER VEGEOIL NEWS
PALM OIL LEVY TO TAKE AFFECT BY
LATE MAY
The government will impose a levy on
the exports of palm oil to help develop the
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local palm industry
subsidies by late May.

and

pay

biodiesel

Under the new regulation, signed by
President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo on Tuesday,
palm oil exporters must pay a levy of US$50
per metric ton for crude palm oil (CPO) and
$30 for processed palm oil products. The levy
is imposed only if the CPO price exceeds
$750 per ton.
Coordinating Economic Minister Sofyan
Djalil said in Jakarta on Wednesday that the
government was preparing a ministerial
regulation as a legal basis for the
establishment of a special public service
agency (BLU) within the Ministry that would
collect and manage the levy.
“The Ministerial regulation will be
completed this week, followed by the
appointment of the agency’s Board of
Directors soon after, so the levy will come into
effect by the end of May,” Sofyan said on the
sidelines of the 2015 International Conference
and Exhibition on Palm Oil in Jakarta.
He said the agency would have a
structure comprising three boards of
management — a steering committee
consisting of six Ministers and a Board of
commissioners as well as a Board of Directors
filled with professionals.
The six Ministers that will comprise the
steering committee are the coordinating
Economic Minister, Agriculture Minister,
Industry Minister, Trade Minister and Finance
Minister, Sofyan added.
“It is important to select the right people
for the board of directors, because they will
manage the fund required for annual audits,”
Sofyan said while refusing to mention
prospective names for the position.
According to Sofyan, the agency is
expected to collect at least $700 million each
year, of which 40 percent is to be allocated to
biodiesel subsidies, while the remaining 60
percent is for improving state plantations.
In
mid-March,
the
government
announced the levy, called the Crude Palm
Oil Supporting Fund (CPO Fund), to be used

primarily for biodiesel development as the
country intended to lower fossil-fuel imports
as well as improve local palm oil plantations
through
research,
replanting
and
revitalization.
In addition to the levy, palm oil
producers will continue to pay export tax of
between 7.5 and 22.5 percent, if prices
exceed $750 per ton.
The tax rate is reviewed every month
based on monthly average prices in Jakarta;
Rotterdam, the Netherlands; and Kuala
Lumpur. But since October last year, duties
were cut to zero as CPO prices dipped below
the reference price.
Currently, CPO trades at $614 per ton
and its benchmark prices fell nearly 15
percent last year.
Indonesia has, in recent years, boosted
the domestic use of more environmentally
friendly biodiesel, which is derived from palm
oil, to cut carbon emissions and help absorb
the increasing supply of the world’s mosttraded cooking oil.
The Jokowi administration has also
increased the mandatory mix of biofuel in
diesel fuel from 10 to 15 percent as part of its
solution of taming the volatility of the rupiah,
as reduced oil imports will improve the
country’s current account situation and in turn
improve its economic fundamentals.
The administration has also raised
biodiesel subsidies to Rp 4,000 (31 US cents)
per liter from the previous Rp 1,500 to make
the fuel more appealing to consumers.
(http://www.thejakartapost.com)
INDONESIA’S PALM OIL EXPORT LEVY TO
IMPACT ON MALAYSIAN PLANTATION
FIRMS ON SHORT-TERM
In a related development, Affin Hwang
Investment Bank Bhd has said Indonesia’s
palm oil export levy will have a short-term
negative impact on Malaysian plantation
companies, but expected to boost the crude
palm oil (CPO) price and plantation profits in
the longer term.
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In a research note, the investment bank
said imposition of the export levy would affect
Malaysian planters in Indonesia, and those
which have yet to set up refining and
oleochemical plants in the country. “We
estimate that a full year impact may trim our
net profit forecast for IJM Plantations Bhd and
Genting Plantations Bhd by 5.7 percent and
3.5 percent respectively,” it added. Affin
Hwang also said the export levy might also
lower its net profit forecast for Kuala Lumpur
Kepong Bhd and Sime Darby Bhd, which has
downstream capabilities, by 3.0 percent and
2.3 percent respectively. (UCAP Bulletin)
PALM OIL MILL EFFLUENT
GENERATE POWER

USED TO

The Asian Agri plantation group will
soon inaugurate the operations of two power
generation plants fired by biogas from palm oil
mill effluent (POME) which has mostly been
emitted into the atmosphere, thereby
contributing to greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions and global warming.
“We have been building five POMEbased biogas power generation stations in
North Sumatra, Jambi and Riau, each with an
installed capacity of two megawatts, and two
of them are scheduled to start up operations
later this month or early June,” Asian Agri
Managing Director Kelvin Tio told The Jakarta
Post.

certification (ISCC) and Roundtable on
Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) certifications.
Assuming households in rural areas
each use 900 watts for 24-hour supply, each
of the five biogas power plants can meet the
electricity needs of 2,000 houses, he added.
According to Tio, a palm oil mill with an hourly
capacity of 60 tons that requires fresh-fruit
bunches from 15,000 hectares of oil palm
trees can supply enough biogas to generate
two MW of power.
“Asian Agri, which manages 160,000 ha
of oil palm plantations, of which 60,000 ha are
owned by smallholders, plan to build 15 more
biogas power stations each with a 2-MW
capacity within the next 10 years,” Tio added.
(http://www.thejakartapost.com)
MALAYSIAN PALM OIL AND PRODUCTS
TO BOOST TRADE WITH SOUTH KOREA
Malaysian Ambassador to the Republic,
Datuk Rohana Ramli said Malaysian palm oil
and related products are the main pillars that
will boost its trade with South Korea (the
Republic of Korea). She said South Korea’s
total imports of palm oil from Malaysia grew
by 53.62 percent from US$236.5 million in
2010 to US$363.3 million in 2014.

“But by processing POME into biogas to
generate electricity, we cut GHG emissions
and at the same time develop a new source of
renewable energy which is suitable for rural
electrification.”

According to the latest figures provided
by the Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB),
exports of palm products in 2014 to South
Korea, comprising palm oil, palm kernel oil,
palm kernel cake, oleo-chemicals, finished
products such as shortening and margarine,
biodiesel and other palm-based products,
amounted to US$491.2 million, up from
US$434.8 million the previous year.
Malaysian palm oil exports to South Korea in
2014 increased to 374,091 tons valued at
US$281 million, from 353,843 tons worth
US$240.6 million in 2013.

Asian Agri, Tio said, conducts GHG
calculations for all of its mills and estates
annually to enable them to identify crucial
areas in their production chain and thereby
provide guidance on emission reduction.
Auditors verify the GHG calculations for
international
sustainability
and
carbon

Rohana said the scope and volume of
trade between Malaysia and South Korea,
particularly for palm oil and related products,
could be further expanded through the POTS
event and marketing promotion as well as
through economic cooperation under the
ASEAN-Korea Free Trade Agreement and the

Tio said green activists had attacked the
conversion of land into oil palm estates and
POME as among the biggest emitters of
GHG.
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second wave of Malaysia’s Look East Policy.
(UCAP Bulletin)
MALAYSIA CONCERNED ABOUT EU
FOOD REGULATION IMPLEMENTATION
The country’s Minister of Plantation
Industries and Commodities Datuk Amar
Douglas Uggah Embas expressed concern
about the implementation of the Food
Information Regulation (FIR) in the European
Union (EU). While the ruling requires all food
product manufacturers to identify the specific
vegetable oil used, he said some countries
went overboard to indicate that their products
were not made using palm oil.
“There are 687 products with 603 of them
in France and labelled ‘Sans huile de palm’ or
‘Palm Oil Free’. ‘Palm Oil Free’ labelling
increased rapidly in France and Belgium in
2014 by 116 percent compared to 2013,” said
Uggah in his speech welcoming the visit of
four French senators at Malaysian Palm Oil
Board. The visit discussed such issues as
labelling of palm oil products by French
vegetable oils and fats trade fraternity,
sustainable development of oil palm in
Malaysia, negative perceptions on health
aspects of palm oil vis-a-vis other vegetable
oils and fats. (UCAP Bulletin)
FGV BULLISH ON REVENUE GROWTH IN
PALM OIL DOWNSTREAM SECTOR
Felda Global Ventures Holdings Bhd
(FGV), the world’s largest crude palm oil
producer and the third largest oil palm
plantation company, is confident of generating
higher revenue from its palm oil and palmrelated downstream activities in the next one
to two years by exploring new product lines
and expanding its production capacity. Head
of Palm Downstream cluster Datuk Zakaria
Arshad said the company is looking at the
lucrative ramen or Japanese noodle industry
as well as the palm-based cosmetics industry.
“We have identified a South Korean
company that we would like to work together
with in the ramen industry and we are talking
to them,” Zakaria said at the two-day
Malaysia-South Korea Palm Oil Trade Fair &

Seminar 2015 (POTS) in Seoul last month
where FGV was an exhibitor at the event.
Should the partnership materialise, Zakaria
said, it will be synergistic to FGV’s overall
business strategy to expand its product line
through production facilities in Malaysia and
China.
In its downstream business segment,
FGV produces soybean and canola products
as well as oleochemicals. FGV has interests
in palm oil refineries and downstream
processing facilities in Malaysia, Indonesia,
China, Turkey and South Africa as well as a
facility for other oils and fats in the USA. “We
can leverage on the market for halal Ramen
through production facilities in China and
Malaysia,” he said, adding the South Koreans
are also looking at Malaysia as a quality
supplier of palm oil. Currently 30% of
company
revenue
comes
from
the
downstream division and it intends to increase
the share to 40% within the next one or two
years. (UCAP Bulletin)
PALM OIL CONGRESS IN MINDANAO
SLATED THIS YEAR
The Philippine Palmoil Development
Council, Inc. (PPDCI) gears up for its biennial
congress slated on August 19, 2015 in
General Santos City. PPDCI President Alfredo
Montecillo said they expect more than 700
participants because of the continuing
interests on growing of oil palm. Montecillo
said the congress will feature guests from the
national and local governments, industry
expert presentations, product introductions
and demonstrations, as well as a trade
exhibit. He said the local governments of
General Santos and Sarangani Province are
also planning to provide tours and plantation
visits.
Before the end of 2013, the Philippine
Coconut Authority completed the draft of the
Philippine Palm Oil Industry Roadmap calling
for the planting of at least 300,000 hectares of
idle lands particularly in Mindanao, and an
increase in the milling and refining facilities in
the country. Palm oil, like coconut oil, is
primarily used as cooking oil, lard and for
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cosmetic and
(UCAP Bulletin)

pharmaceutical

products.

and Get-AS International importing 3 million
liters of palm oil per year.

WILMAR JV TO MAKE NIGERIA GLOBAL
LEADER IN PALM OIL PRODUCTION

Earlier this month, the State Ministry of
Trade has been reevaluating its decision to lift
the restriction on private oil importing
companies, with the country’s free market
policy in mind, according to Ali Siraj, State
Minister for Trade. The Ministry should first
share its study with the Ministry of Finance
and Economic Development as well as the
Council of Ministers before any decisions are
made, Ali noted. (UCAP Bulletin)

A joint venture between Wilmar
International and PZ Cussons, PZ Wilmar, is
set to once again make Nigeria a global
leader in the palm oil space, a position it once
enjoyed in the 1960s and 1970s. PZ Wilmar
plans to restore Nigeria’s standing not only
through the construction of a refinery with the
capacity of 1,000 tons per day, but also
through a program of ‘backward integration’
under which the venture plans to plant 50,000
hectares of oil palm in the country’s Cross
River State, which is geographically situated
directly within the palm oil belt of the equator.
The joint venture has already acquired 26,500
hectares that are in production, and has
acquired an additional 12,800 hectares from
Obasanjo Farms for development.
The final goal is towards a fully
integrated project from farm to table. It will
grow oil palm, mill the crude palm oil, refine it
at the refinery in Lagos, re-fractionate it,
package it, and sell it under the Mamador and
Devon Kings brands. The ambitious project,
however, faces certain hurdles, including
basic challenges such as reliable power
supply and dependable infrastructure, such as
roads and supply lines. The most formidable
challenge though is government policies
regarding imports and duty structures that Mr.
Santosh Pillai, Managing Director, West Africa
for PZ Wilmar Ltd. said favor certain
companies over others. (UCAP Bulletin)
ETHIOPIA REVISITS BAN ON PRIVATE
PALM OIL IMPORTS
The
Ethiopian
government
is
reevaluating its ban on private palm oil
importing companies that has been in place
since May 2011, according to Addis Fortune.
The ban was instituted following the
government’s
unsuccessful
attempt
to
regulate the edible oil market with a price cap
it had introduced in January and May 2011.
During that time, there were six major
importers together with Al-Sam International

FGV TO SUPPLY PREMIER OIL PALM
SEEDS TO MINDANAO PLANTERS
A report from Bernama said, Felda
Global Ventures Holdings Bhd (FGV)
subsidiary Felda Agriculture Services Sdn
Bhd (FASSB) has ventured into the Philippine
market to supply its premier oil palm seeds to
planters in Mindanao. FASSB signed a
Memorandum of Collaboration with the
Philippines’
Bali
Oil
Palm
Produce
Corporation (BOPPC) recently to explore the
possibility of collaborating in agriculturerelated products and services.
Under the collaboration, which will be a
springboard for Mindanao to become one of
the major world-class palm oil exporters
together with FGV and other top world
producers, FASSB is committed to delivering
the first oil palm seeds to the Philippine
Coconut Authority (PCA) and BOPPC this
year. It is also to deliver to PCA and BOPPC
starting June this year 110,000 and one
million DxP oil palm germinated seeds,
respectively. FGV produces over 25 million
seeds annually and its export markets include
Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, Honduras,
Cambodia, Sierra Leone, Ethiopia, Myanmar,
Thailand, Sri Lanka and Gabon. (UCAP
Bulletin)
RAPESEED,
FASTEST
VEGETABLE OIL IN UK

GROWING

Rapeseed is now the fastest growing
vegetable oil in the UK as consumers turn to
cheaper, healthier, alternatives to olive oil.
This has led British farmers to shift to
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rapeseed production. Rapeseed oil contains
Omega 6 and 9, and has the lowest saturated
fat content of any edible oil at 6% compared
to 14% for olive oil, and 51% for butter. “There
is a growing awareness with shoppers that
cold-pressed rapeseed is a healthier
alternative to olive and other vegetable oils
and that has helped boost demand last year,”
Tesco edible oil buyer, Harry Gillespie said.
Hillfarm Oils was the first company to
sell rapeseed products in supermarkets, and
has since grown to become one of the UK’s
biggest
producers,
with
production
skyrocketing from 2,000 liters in 2004, to
500,000 liters today. Last year, the company
has had to double its production facilities,
processing 1,388 tons of seed, compared to
processing 722 tons the year before, to be
able to meet growing consumer demand.
Retail chain Tesco reported a 30% increase in
consumer demand this year for rapeseed oil
and now carries ten varities produced across
Britain. Other retailers are reporting similar
trends, with Waitrose reporting sales of
rapeseed oil up 30% over last year, and
online retailers, Ocado, reporting rapeseed oil
sales skyrocketing 73% year-on-year. (UCAP
Bulletin)

DID YOU KNOW…….
VIRGIN COCONUT OIL HAILED AS CURE
FOR ALZHEIMER’S
After previous claims as an antiseptic,
AIDS cure, anti-infective, cholesterol-basher,
and remedy for various aches and pains,
coconut oil is now being hailed as a possible
miracle cure for Alzheimer’s.
The American physician, who has been
dubbed “Dr. Coconut” for his tireless research
into and championing of coconut oil’s healing
properties, is back in the Philippines bringing
the latest breakthrough in the management of
Alzheimer’s and other neurological conditions.
Dr. Bruce Fife presented his evidence at
the 10th Coconut Festival in Mandaluyong
City, Philippine relating the remarkable

recovery of Steve Newport, 58, from five
years of progressive dementia after just 35
days of taking virgin coconut oil (VCO). Fife
has written all about it in his book, “Stop
Alzheimer’s Now.”
Newport’s case history
Newport was diagnosed when an MRI
scan showed his brain had shrunk, a classic
case of Alzheimer’s disease, the progressive,
degenerative form of dementia that involves
the loss of brain functions and extreme
behavioral changes.
Newport’s wife, Mary, who is a neonatal
doctor at Spring Hill Regional Hospital in
Florida, then began a relentless quest to seek
a cure that would arrest his deterioration. “It
has been a nightmare to watch his decline
and I feel helpless to do anything but watch it
happen,” said Mary.
In May 2008, Mary stumbled on a
company that was enlisting volunteers to test
a new drug for dementia-stricken patients. But
like all experimental drugs, the company
preferred subjects with moderate forms of the
disease, base on how they scored in the
MMSE (Mini-Mental State Exam), a standard
test of mental status used to screen for
Alzheimer’s. Newport took the test twice and
failed. He scored too low, shown to be on the
border of severe dementia, to qualify as an
experimental subject. Mary was devastated.
MCT miracle ingredient
Possessed of a research background,
Mary was able to dig up the results for the
new drug called AC-1202 (later known as
Axona). She learned from the journal, BMC
Neuroscience, that the active ingredient in the
drug was MCT (Medium-Chain Triglycerides),
an oil that is used to treat epilepsy and also
placed in hospital feeding programs for
newborns.
Bingo! She knew as a pediatrician that
babies needed to develop their brains with the
right brain foods and MCT was found in great
quantities in VCO, the oil extracted from the
fresh meat of coconuts.
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Intuitively, she started Newport on a
feeding program. Instead of using Axona at
US$100 per month with 1 dose a day, Mary
used VCO—at a cost of US$10 a month—
giving him 2 tablespoons of a mixture of VCO
and its pharmaceutical isolate, MCT, with
every meal. Because of the high amounts of
saturated fat in this diet, some have
expressed concern about how this could
affect blood cholesterol levels. According to
Fife, Newport’s tests have dispelled this
notion and in fact his cholesterol levels have
actually improved with the good cholesterol
(HDL) going up and the bad cholesterol (LDL)
going down. In 18 months, Newport’s severe
dementia was totally arrested. He scored high
enough in the MMSE tests to be considered to
be in the mild range of Alzheimer’s.
Tale of hope, persistence
Inspired by her husband’s recovery, Dr.
Mary Newport travels all over the United
States telling her story of hope and
persistence. She encourages the medical
scientific community to keep on with their
research into the use of MCTs as a
therapeutic aid in treating Alzheimer’s, as well
as Parkinson’s disease, multiple sclerosis and
other neurodegenerative disorders. In March
2009, the experimental drug AC-1202 was
renamed Axona and approved by the US
Food and Drug Administration as a medical
food for treatment of Alzheimer’s disease with
no therapeutic claims.
When Axona finally came out, it caused
intestinal distress and diarrhea among some
patients. Others reported that the drug’s
effects wore out after only a few hours that
they still had to take coconut oil to maintain
their ketone levels. Ketones are organic
compounds that result when body fat is
broken down for energy.
Fife explained that drugs become
ineffective after some time and coconut oil,
converted into ketones, decrease the
formation of free radicals that damage the
cells. Hence, coconut oil is especially
important for those taking medications.
“Following the Newports’ example, many

people with neurologic disorders are now
incorporating coconut oil into their diets with
good results”, said Fife.
Brain food
He said if any food could be labeled as
brain food it would be coconut oil. According
to Fife, coconut oil, converted into ketones,
acts as a superfuel to the brain and
normalizes brain function, stops the erratic
signal transmissions that leads to seizures,
and improves cognition and memory. The
MCTs in coconut oil are converted into
ketones, which act as high-potency fuel for
the brain. The ketone MCTs provide energy to
the brain and stimulate healing and repair, he
said. The chemical structure of the MCTs and
fatty acids in coconut oil enable them to pass
through the blood-brain barrier, which ordinary
food or oil cannot break into, he said.
(http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/154115)
BEST NATURAL HEALTH PRODUCT COCONUT OIL - 2015 BEST OF MN
Once branded as unhealthful because of
its high fat content, coconut oil is making one
heck of a comeback. People are cooking with it
and using it as a healing ointment for all kinds of
ailments, from bad breath to diaper rash.
Dermatologists praise it for its moisturizing
powers; the fatty acids in coconut oil bind
together, forming a barrier that holds water
better, said Dr. Peter Lee, a dermatologist at the
University of Minnesota. And nutritionists say it
even pairs well with veggies. What’s nut to love?
(http://www.startribune.com)

COCONUT RECIPE
“Coconut Sponge Cake”
Ingredients:
-

3 cups self-raising flour
3 tsp baking powder
½ tsp salt
1 ½ cups sugar
½ cup butter
1 tsp vanilla essence
1 cup coconut milk
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- ½ cup desiccated coconut
- 4 egg whites

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Method:
-

-

-

Prepare 2 cake pans (20 cm x 5 cm).
Butter the sides and bottoms well,
sprinkle lightly with flour, shake out
excess flour
Sift flour, baking powder and salt
together. Beat sugar, butter and vanilla
together. Add sifted, dry ingredients and
coconut milk alternately in small
amounts, beating well to mix after each
addition. Gradually add desiccated
coconut.
Beat egg whites until stiff and fold into
mixture. Pour into pans. Bake in
moderate oven (1900C) for about 35 min
or until cake springs back when touched.
(Coconut Cuisine)

 Enquiries: BULK MCT OIL from Coconut
or Palm
Contact person: Mr. Sombat Wijuntamook
Address: Maharaj Food Co., Ltd.
9 Soi Sangkomsongkraw 6
Ladprao, Bangkok 10230
Thailand
Tel.: +66 85 8283 856, +66 2933 1155
Fax: +66 2933 0100
Email: sombat.w@maharajfood.com
 Enquiries: Coconut water 60A° brix
Contact Person: Rebeca Correia
Company Name : EBBA
Tel.: +55(81) 2121.2957
Email: rebeca.correia@ebba.com.br
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STATISTICS
Table 1. Indonesia's Monthly Exports of Desiccated Coconut (in MT), 2013 - 2015
2013
Month

Volume
(MT)

2015

2014

Value (FOB)
US$'000

Volume
(MT)

Value (FOB)
US$’000

Volume
(MT)

Value (FOB)
US$’000

January

4,974

5,391

5,077

9,231

5,251

10,108

February

7,299

7,131

6,209

11,102

6,456

11,790

March

5,199

5,918

7,146

13,322

April

4,512

5,900

7,489

15,114

May

9,323

10,971

8,955

17,015

June

6,393

7,933

8,659

17,739

July

7,587

9,206

7,352

15,099

August

3,902

5,097

6,069

12,594

September

6,214

8,118

8,821

17,343

October

7,768

10,756

7,953

15,201

November

5,492

8,028

6,667

12,498

December
Total

7,265

11,874

6,401

12,168

75,930

96,323

86,797

168,426

11,707

21,898

Source: BPS-Statistics Indonesia
Table 2. Philippines’ Monthly Exports of Desiccated Coconut (in MT), 2013 - 2015
Month

2013

2014

2015

January

7,135

7,137

7,473

February

12,244

10,270

8,662

9,626

14,064

9,088

April

12,184

10,843

9,253

May

11,400

14,552

June

9,215

12,996

July

8,880

10,448

August

10,043

11,159

September

10,992

3,191

October

13,450

2,736

November

8,735

5,137

December
Total

2,213

4,501

116,117

107,034

March

34,746

Source: UCAP
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Table 3. Sri Lanka’s Monthly Exports of Desiccated Coconut (in MT), 2013 - 2015
2013
Month

Volume
(MT)

2015

2014

Value (FOB)
US$'000

Volume
(MT)

Value (FOB)
US$’000

January

1,168

2,019

3,258

8,349

February

1,984

3,394

3,888

9,473

March

1,741

3,339

5,029

12,593

April

1,874

3,687

3,962

10,202

May

1,877

3,760

4,989

12,952

June

1,887

3,811

4,881

12,982

July

2,330

4,757

4,866

12,774

August

2,775

5,431

5,060

13,158

September

2,955

6,150

4,822

12,680

October

3,177

7,144

4,380

11,520

November

3,038

6,964

3,049

8,109

December
Total

3,396

8,365

2,948

8,182

28,202

58,822

51,132

132,975

Volume
(MT)

Value (FOB)
US$’000

1,597

4,387

1,597

4,387

Source: Coconut Development Authority, Sri Lanka

Table 4. INDIA - Export Volume of Desiccated Coconut by Destination,
2014 - 2015 (MT)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Country

April 2013 - March 2014

SAUDI RABIA
UAE
IRAN
KUWAIT
NEPAL
QATAR
UK
USA
OMAN
BAHARAIN IS
SWITZERLAND
LEBANON
BRAZIL
CANADA
JAPAN
Others

934
959
586
259
1,119
239
161
92
3
119
42
22
26
8
33
563

717
412
361
342
322
128
114
99
83
72
54
53
46
45
38
62

5,166

2,949

Total

April 2014 - February 2015

Source: DGCI&S, Kolkata
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