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“Organic Farming is Integral to True Value Addition in the Coconut Sector that
Benefits Farmers”

As an increasing worldwide phenomenon organic agriculture is practiced in
over 164 countries covering more than 37.5 million hectares of agriculture land.
The global sales of organic food and drink reached almost USD$ 64 billion in
2012 according to recent survey and update report from the Research Institute
of Organic Agriculture (FiBL). A sure sign is the increasing demand for
organically produced Virgin Coconut Oil, Coconut Water, Desiccated Coconut,
Coconut Sugar, Coconut Milk and Beverages amongst the edible products
enjoying viable markets. Consumers worldwide are becoming increasingly
health conscious as well as poised for greater contribution to environment sustainability and
conservation of natural resources that impact on human health. To be able to maintain supply of
products there must be consistency in delivery of organically produced raw material that meets
prescribed standards as per respective product specifications. For coconut products to be
classified and labeled as organic the first point of compliance is at farm level establishing that
coconuts were grown, harvested, delivered to processors, produced and packed in adherence to
all codes for organic certification.
During a visit to Tropicana Oil in Thailand this year APCC was informed that the company had
just passed the annual organic certification audit conducted by an Indonesian-based inspector.
Tropicana Oil is advanced in product design, innovation and diversification using organic virgin
coconut oil marketing more than 130 product lines of edible, cosmetics and therapeutic products
of excellence. The key constraint expressed to APCC was the lack of raw material supply
considering the need to certify more organic farms. The sister factory, Thai Pure, informed
APCC that it requires at least 10 million additional coconuts each month from an external source
preferably in Indonesia. This scenario provides a glimpse of the positive challenges of organic
coconut farming and the developing market trends for organic coconut products.
The International Symposium on Organic Coconut Farming planned for 28th November 2014 to
be held at the Coconut Research Institute in Sri Lanka would be an opportune time to exchange
useful ideas on farming systems approaches and technologies that would contribute towards
initiatives undertaken in organic coconut farming in member countries.
The partnership of POET, SPC and Ministry of Agriculture in Fiji with the ethnic island
communities successfully conducted the exercise of declaring two of the islands as fully organic
in agriculture practices enabling village farmers to grow healthy crops for own consumption and
on-sell crops that would be marketable and profitable. Tropical Fronds in Papua New Guinea
produces virgin coconut oil for international markets and was looking at increasing its organic
coconut farmers to 300-500 plus who are on contractual basis to supply fresh coconuts each
week to the factory. To do this they need one agriculture extension officer monitoring 100
farmers ensuring quality control and monitoring ‘organic’ status of farms. This has revealed the
importance of trained field technicians to assist farmers.
APCC supports organic agriculture and encourages organic coconut farming amongst rural
families in coconut growing countries as foundational to sustainable development, food security
and climate change preparedness linked to poverty reduction amongst coconut farmers.

URON N. SALUM
Executive Director, APCC
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PREVAILING MARKET PRICES OF SELECTED COCONUT
PRODUCTS AND OILS

Price of CNO and DC decreased in
Indonesia, Philippines, and Sri Lanka, while
price of copra increased in those countries.
COPRA: The price of copra in Indonesia
(Surabaya) was US$672 in October, which
increased from last month’s price of
US$654/MT, but lower than 2014 average
price of US$731. When compared to last
year’s data for the same month the price is
US$113 higher.
In the domestic market of the Philippines
(Manila), the average copra price was at
US$716/MT. The price increased by 8.8%
over the price in September 2014 and about
21.9% higher when compared to the price of
US$583/MT in October 2013. In the
Philippines, out of the eight copra market
centers, the highest price at US$747/MT
was recorded in Quezon, and the lowest
price at US$580/MT was in N. Mindanao.
COCONUT OIL: The average price of
coconut oil in Europe (C.I.F. Rotterdam) for
the month of October 2014 decreased by
US$58 to US$1,120/MT from US$1,167/MT
in September 2014. This price is higher by
18.5% when compared with the price in
October 2013. The price of October 2014 is
lower than the average price of 2014 which
is US$1,277 per MT.
The average local price of coconut oil in the
Philippines
in
October
2014
was
US$1,084/MT. This was US$39 lower than
the price in September 2014, and it was
US$150 lower if compared to the average
price in 2014 at US$1,234/MT.
The average domestic price of coconut oil in
Indonesia in October 2014 decreased
US$25 compare to the previous month from
US$1,131/MT to US$1,106/MT. October
2014 price was 27.2% higher than the price

of the same month of 2013 which was
US$889/MT.
COPRA MEAL: The average domestic price
of the commodity in the Philippines at selling
points was quoted at US$227.5/MT. The
price was US$1.5 lower than price of the
previous month.
DESICCATED COCONUT: The average
price of desiccated coconut (DC) FOB USA
in October 2014 was US$2,837/MT. This
price was unchanged compared to the
previous month’s price and US$1,094 higher
than the price of the same month last year.
In Sri Lanka, the domestic price of
desiccated coconut in October 2014 was
US$2,248/MT or US$50 lower than the price
in September 2014. Meanwhile, the price of
DC in the domestic market in the Philippines
was US$2,625/MT, which was US$105
lower than the previous month’s price at
US$2,810/MT and US$911 higher than the
price in the same month last year.
Indonesian
price
was US$2,339/MT,
decreased by US$63 from last month’s, and
increased by US$618 from last year’s price.
COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL: In the
Philippines, the average price of coconut
shell charcoal was US$341 for October
2014. Meanwhile, in Sri Lanka, the average
price of the commodity in October 2014 was
US$413/MT. The average price of charcoal
in Indonesia for October 2014 was
US$387/MT, which was US$16 lower than
last year’s price for the same month.
COIR FIBRE: Coir fiber traded in the
domestic market in Sri Lanka was priced at
US$214/MT for mix fiber and US$539 - 638
for bristle. The Indonesian price for mattress
(mixed) fiber was US$398/MT in October
2014.
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Prices of Coconut Products and Selected Oils (US$/MT)
Products/Country

Fresh Coconut
Philippines (Domestic Husked)
Copra
Philippines/Indonesia (CIF Europe)
Philippines (Domestic, Manila)
Indonesia (Domestic, Java)
India (Domestic, Kerala)
Coconut Oil
Philippines (CIF Rott.)
Philippines (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Desiccated Coconut
Philippines FOB (US), Sellers
Philippines (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Copra Meal Exp. Pel.
Philippines (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Coconut Shell Charcoal
Philippines (Domestic), Visayas, Buyer
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic), Manado, Buyer
Coir Fibre
Sri Lanka (Mattress/Short fibre)
Sri Lanka (Bristle 1 tie)
Sri Lanka (Bristle 2 tie)
Indonesia (Mixed Raw fibre)
Other Oils
Palm Kernel Oil Malaysia/Indonesia
(CIF Rott.)
Palm Oil, Malaysia/Indonesia (CIF Rott.)
Soybean Oil, (Europe FOB Ex Mill)

2014
Oct.

2014
Sep.

2013
Oct.

2014

213

187

149

208

n.q.
711
673
1,128

679
653
654
1,119

638
583
560
1,101

836
812
737
1,192

1,120
1,084
1,106
1,900

1,167
1,123
1,131
1,976

945
876
889
1,938

1,277
1,234
1,247
2,076

2,837
2,625
2,248
2,339

2,837
2,810
2,298
2,402

1,743
1,714
2,010
1,721

2,691
2,621
2,273
2,416

227.5
261
257

229
294
241

233
227
364

243
336
251

341
413
387

341
416
334

348
342
402

332
401
337

214
539
638
398

222
538
634
393

172
458
572
305

212
501
625
380

943
719
657

891
715
725

900
846
968

1,162
846
757

(Annual Ave.)

Rate of Exchange: October 24, 2014:
1US$=P44.79

or

Indo.=Rp12,056
Euro=US$1.2660

or

India=Rs61.08
n.q.: not quoted

or

SL=Rs130.85
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MARKET ANALYSIS OF COIR

Since the middle of 2013, price of coir
fiber as base material for various coir products
has improved in producing countries such as
Indonesia and Sri Lanka. The two countries
have shown an increasing price trend after a
dull market at the beginning of 2013. On the
other hand, India’s price continuously showed
a downward trend in 2013 from US$ 282/Mt in
January to US$ 241/MT in December 2013.
Nevertheless, entering 2014 the price began
to shift reaching US$251 in January and
continued to increase to US$266/MT in
October, which was the highest level in 2014.
Export of coir products of India in general had
shown a positive growth in the period of April
2013 until March 2014. A total quantity of
537,040.38 MT of coir and coir products were
exported from India over the period valued at
Rs. 1,476.04 crores or equal to US$ 272.25
million. Such export revenue increased by
32% from the previous year at US$ 205.85
million. The revenue might still be improving
due to a growing demand in western

market such as EU and USA for coir and
coir products from India.
India exports 14 coir product categories
to the world market. These include semi
finished products such as coir yarns, loom
mats and mattings, and rubberized coir to
finished products like geo-textiles, coir rugs
and carpets. Out of the 14 types of India’s coir
products, only handloom mat and coir rope
showed negative growth in quantity, and even
some showed a dramatic jump of export
quantity. The highest increase of export
volume was shown by powerloom mat which
jumped more than three times compared to
the previous year followed by rubberized coir,
coir of other sorts and handloom matting
which increased more than 100%. The export

volume of powerloom mat showed the highest
increase which was more than triple
compared to the previous year followed by
coir other sorts, and rubberized coir in which
increased by more than 200% in value. India
export of coir products was still dominated by
coco pith which was 50.55% of the total
volume of export that increased by 2.03%
compared to the same period last year.
24.64% of India’s coco pith export went to
South Korea and some developed countries
such as the Netherlands which accounted for
18.07%, USA [10.70%], Spain [7.11%] and
Australia [5.78%].It is interesting to note that
Agrawal et. al (2013) who calculated the price
and value for the last ten years predicted that
coco pith will grow up to 30% in 2016. The
second largest export product of India in
terms of volume was coir fiber which
accounted for 32.38% of the total coir export
and again Agrawal et. al (2013) predicted that
the coir fiber will grow 12-15% in 2016. The
third in place was tufted mats which
accounted for 8.15% of total export volume of
coir products. Meanwhile, the highest share in
value of export was shown by tufted mat, coco
pith, handloom mats, and coir fiber which
were recorded at 30.08%, 22.16%, 20.44%
and 18.55% respectively.
Export of India coir products was sent to
103 countries with China as a major importer
both in terms of quantity and value with a
share of 36% and 24%. China has replaced
the USA as a major importer of coir products
from India. Over the period, the USA
absorbed 20% of India coir export, and was
the second largest importer. The combined
exports to EU countries (Netherlands, UK,
Germany, Italy, Spain, France, Belgium,
Denmark, Portugal, Finland, Sweden, Irish
Republic, Austria and Greece) were 26.21%
in terms of quantity and 32.90% in terms of
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value. The other countries, which imported
significant quantities of coir during the
observed period, were South Korea, Australia,
Russia, Canada, Brazil, and Japan.
Meanwhile, Japan is a major importer of
Sri Lanka’s coir products. Japan’s import of
coir products was dominated by coco pith
which was mostly used as agriculture planting
media, fertilizer, animal feed and sometimes
bedding for the animal pens. In the period of
January- July 2014 Japan imported 26,967
tons or 26.70% of the Sri Lanka’s total export
of coco pith at 101,015 tons. Coco pith was
the largest volume of Sri Lanka coir products
which accounted for 54.02% of the total
export. Other major markets of Sri Lanka coco
pith included South Korea, China, Mexico,
USA, UK, Spain, Turkey, Italy, Morocco, and
Netherlands. They imported coco pith ranging
from 11,033 tons to 2,415 tons during the
period. The combined import volume of coco
pith from those countries was 52,702 tons or
52.17% of Sri Lanka’s total export of coco
pith. Compared to the previous year, export of
coco pith demonstrated a positive growth both
in volume and value which was 26% and 27%
respectively. Moreover, in the same period,
coir yarn was among Sri Lanka coir products
that showed a remarkable increase in volume.

Coir yarn was recorded as the highest export
increase in volume which increased by 68%
compared to the same period of the previous
year. In terms of value, coir twine was noted
as having the highest increase which grew
119% in the period of January – July 2014 or
more than double compared to the same
period of previous year.
Improved market of coir products can
also be seen from the price increases of raw
fiber in the last twelve months especially for
mixed fiber from Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka price of
the fiber improved from US$ 172/MT in
October 2013 to US$ 214/MT in October
2014. Likewise, the average price of raw fiber
from Sri Lanka in 2014 was notably higher at
US$ 213/MT compared to the average price in
2013 at US$ 155/MT. The improved price also
happened in Indonesia, the price of mixed raw
fiber from the country increased remarkably
from US$ 305/MT in October 2013 then to
US$398/MT in October 2014. It is interesting
to note that there is similarity in price trend for
coir fiber in Sri Lanka and Indonesia which
could mean that both countries share the
same market.

Figure 1. Average Monthly Price of Coir Fiber
January 2013 – October 2014 (US$/MT)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
APCC DELEGATION MEETS MINISTER
FOR
AGRICULTURE
OF
THE
GOVERNMENT OF FIJI
The Pacific island nation of Fiji drew
international attention has it successfully
concluded its long-awaited democratic
elections that as a result returned
Commodore
Josaia
Voreqe
“Frank”
Bainimarama as Prime Minister again. An
appointment of interest was also the return of
the former army colonel Inia Seruiratu as
Minister for Agriculture, a portfolio he held in
the previous military government that was
combined with Fisheries and Forest portfolios.
APCC delegation made up of APCC
Executive Director, Mr. Uron Salum and
APCC Chairman of Technical Working
Committee, Dr. Ponciano Batugal, were
privileged to have been able to meet and
make presentations to Minister Inia Seruiratu,
Assistant Minister Mr. Joeli Cawaki,
Permanent Secretary Ropate Ligiari, Deputy
Secretaries and Senior Heads of Divisions at
the Research Institute in Sigatoka on the
morning of Monday 20th October 2014. The
presentations involved an update of APCC
activities and the global scenario of the
coconut sector with the presentation of the
APCC project proposal for member countries
on Climate Change Resilience linked to
Poverty Reduction and Food Security for
Coconut Farmers.” Minister Inia Seruiratu
expressed appreciation for the initiative by
APCC to involve Pacific countries in such
appropriate projects to address the needs of
coconut farmers and asked the delegation as
to how soon the projects were expected to
commence in Fiji. On behalf of the agriculture
team the Permanent Secretary expressed
gratitude to the APCC delegation for this
timely visit and assured APCC of the close
cooperation of the Ministry team that would
ensure the projects were carefully designed
and implemented to the benefit of the coconut
growing families in Fiji.

ASIAN
AND
PACIFIC
COCONUT
COMMUNITY (APCC) IS TO WORK
CLOSELY AND MORE EFFECTIVELY WITH
THE SECRETARIAT OF THE PACIFIC
COMMUNITY (SPC)
Following a planned appointment, the
APCC delegation had a successful meeting
with SPC team in Suva led by the Director of
Land Resources Division, Mr. Enoke
Ratukolau. After discussion on how APCC
would now close the gap to work in close
collaboration with SPC on the coconut
projects and activities in the Pacific Region, it
was proposed by SPC that a Memorandum of
Agreement clearly specifying the roles and
responsibility as well the results framework of
such collaboration was in order. APCC
Secretariat was tasked to propose a draft
agreement that would be subject to
discussion, dialogue and consultations prior
formalizing to implement. APCC would need
to seek the endorsement of the 51st APCC
Session/Ministerial Meeting to be held in
Kochi, India, 2 - 5 February 2015. The APCC
Executive
Director, Mr. Uron
Salum
expressed encouragement and satisfaction to
the SPC that the proper structuring of this
working relationship between two important
organizations for the benefit of the coconut
growing families in the Pacific Islands was
well overdue and praised Mr. Ratukolau and
the SPC team for the positive outcomes of the
dialogue in Suva.
APCC CONTRIBUTES WELL TO PNG
BIOFUEL
POLICY
TASKFORCE
WORKSHOP
The Papua New Guinea Minister for
State Owned Enterprise, Honourable Ben
Micah, in opening the Policy Task Force Work
Shop on Biofuel that was held in Port Moresby
during 16-17 October 2014, expressed delight
at the presence of the stakeholders present
and especially welcoming the international
participation by Asian and Pacific Coconut
Community at the invitation of the Ministry
stating passionately that with such high level
input there should be no further discussion or
workshops after this one and that all work is to
be undertaken from here-on to implement the
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Government’s policy and targets for
Renewable Energy for PNG through the use
of coconut oil initially as a readily available
feedstock for production of biodiesel. This
move is particularly important for over
2,000,000 men, women and children in PNG
that depend on coconuts for income to sustain
their livelihoods. The value addition in coconut
sector is the sure way to inclusive growth and
sustainable development generated from and
in the rural sector. APCC Resource Person,
Rev Dr Vernon Smith, was flown in from
Honiara in Solomon Island, at the
recommendation of APCC to present a
technical paper and contribute to the overall
process of policy formulation assisting the
Government of PNG. The APCC Executive
Director, Mr. Uron Salum was invited as the
Keynote Speaker at the Policy Workshop.
Rev. Dr. Smith was then appointed as
the APCC Resource Person on the PNG
Policy Task Force on Biofuel to assist in the
draft policy recommendations including the
Draft Biofuel Act for presentation to the
National Executive Council by the Minister for
State Owned Enterprises.
INTERNATIONAL COCONUT, SPICES AND
COIR
CONVENTION,
COIMBATORE
(COSCO 2015), INDIA
COSCO 2015 is an international trade
show focused on coconut, spices and coir
products and processes. This event is
supported by the Indian Boards for Coconut,
Spices and Coir falling under the Ministries of
Agriculture,
Commerce
and
MSME
respectively. With COSCO having vast export
potential, the Cochin Port Trust as well as DP
World have also extended their support to
COSCO 2015.
This exhibition covers every segment of
the target group and provides a detailed
overview of the market. It is a unique
opportunity to meet the people who are the
backbone of the industry and witness the
latest trends and innovations in the sector.
Coimbatore is nestled between the
major coconut, spices and coir producing
regions of India and is one of the top ten

industrialized districts of India having a vibrant
pump, motor, gear and custom fabrication
industry. Coimbatore has infrastructure and
the resources to commercialize new
innovative concepts.
COSCO is organized by the Coimbatore
District
Small
Industries
Association
(COCODISSIA) in association with Pollachi
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCCI)
with the support of Coconut Development
Board, Spices Board, Coir Board, Department
of Agriculture, Government of Tamilnadu,
Cochin Port of Trust and DP World.
COCODISSIA with over 5200 small industries
as members has the potential to take the
target industry to the next level. Pollachi is the
most productive coconut producing region of
India and has hundreds of industries involved
in coconut and coir products. For more
information please visit www.coscoexpo.com;
email: info@coscoexpo.com.
YMCA, CDB INITIATIVE TRAINS COCONUT
CLIMBERS
Kollam chapter of the Young Men’s
Christian Association (YMCA) has been
making
valuable
contribution
towards
promoting coconut farming in the State of
Kerala, India. The YMCA joined hands with
the Coconut Development Board (CDB) to
launch ‘Friends of Coconut Tree.’ The threeyear-old initiative has resulted in the creation
of a dedicated corps of 1,000 trained coconut
palm-climbers across the State, 80 of whom
are women.
The programme is being religiously
managed by YMCA President George
Oommen, who retired as the State’s Joint
Director of Agriculture. The funds come from
the CDB but YMCA provides theoretical and
practical training plus accommodation at its
2.8-acre Pullichira complex, near here. Mr.
Oommen said that the trainees pass out after
a week as de facto ‘coconut palm doctors.’
After training, each of them gets a palmclimbing device that costs Rs.4,000 as a
compliment from the CDB. (UCAP Bulletin)
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COCONUT BOARD TO SET UP TENDER
COCONUT WATER PROCESSING UNITS
To meet the demand of 10 per cent of
urban population, Coconut Development
Board has favoured setting up of 200 tender
coconut water processing units.
Urban India is having a population of
nearly 35 crore with 75 per cent having
sufficient purchasing capacity. However,
enough entrepreneurs had not ventured in the
tender water processing sector due to non
awareness
of
suitable
machineries,
information on technology etc, T.K. Jose,
Chairman, Coconut Development Board said.
Speaking at a one-to-one business meet
for prospective entrepreneurs in coconut
water and coconut milk based products, he
pointed out that India is the largest coconut
producing country and there is an opportunity
to become a global leader in value addition
and exports.
With the objective to provide technical
and research support to individuals and
institutions developing technologies, he said
the Board is helping to conduct market studies
and surveys to position new products. It had
been implementing TMOC (Technology
Mission on Coconut) projects since 2002.
Selected entrepreneurs or institutions
are eligible for 25 per cent of the project cost
subjected to sealing of Rs50 lakhs. However,
the Board has requested the Centre to raise
this amount, he said.
Prospective entrepreneurs from 7 states
like Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Maharasthra, West
Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and
Kerala attended the meet. Successful
entrepreneurs shared their experiences with
new comers.
(http://www.thehindubusinessline.com)
INDONESIA: COCONUT QUALITY
NORTH SULAWESI IMPROVES

IN

Head of Estate Crop Office of North
Sulawesi Province, Ms. Jenny Karouw,
discussed coconut production in North
Sulawesi with local MPs. Mr. Vanny
Kaparang, a Provincial MP, said that many

coconut trees were felled although North
Sulawesi Governor, Mr. SH Sarundayang
strictly prohibited that practice. He, then,
asked Ms. Karouw whether coconut
production in North Sulawesi was up or down.
Responding to the inquiry, Ms. Karouw said
that to meet the land areas for local
government expansions, estate crop areas,
which account for 70% of North Sulawesi,
tend to be sacrificed. Therefore her office tries
hard to maintain productive areas to maintain
estate crop productivity.
She further said that despite the
production decrease due to decreasing
number of coconut trees, the quality of
coconut products are improving. Integrated
processing and product diversification were
conducted to produce high value coconut
products so the coconut farmers do not only
produce copra. The challenge is how to
market the diversified coconut products
produced by local farmer’s groups. Ms.
Karouw suggested that Local Government
Owned Enterprises help the farmer’s groups
in
marketing
the
products.
(http://beritamanado.com)
CRI
ORGANIZES
SYMPOSIUM
ORGANIC COCONUT CULTIVATION

ON

Responding to the resurging interest in
organic coconut cultivation among the Sri
Lankan coconut growers, the Coconut
Research Institute is organizing a symposium
to discuss the present and future potential of
organic coconut farming in Sri Lanka. This
symposium will be held on 28th November
2014 under the distinguished patronage of
Hon. Jagath Pushpakumara, Minister of
Coconut Development and Janatha Estate
Development. The guest speaker is Dr P
Subramanium, Principal Scientists from the
Plantation Crop Research Institute, a reputed
institute promoting organic coconut farming in
Kerala, India. A galaxy of coconut growers
experienced in organic coconut farming and
processing of organic coconut products will
speak of their experiences at this symposium.
Also, many representatives of international
organic
certifying
bodies
will
make
presentations on the procedures involved in
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organic certification and maintenance of
organic integrity.
Organic cultivation is a type of farming
that excludes the use of chemical fertilizers
and agrochemicals that are commonly used in
conventional coconut cultivation. Organic
farming is a production system that sustains
soil health, ecosystems and the people. It
encourages soil biological activities and
recycling of nutrients through crop rotations
and application of organic manures,
composts, crop residues and minimum
tillage. Organic cultivation combines tradition,
innovation and science to benefit the
environment and promote fair relationships for
good quality of life among all involved.
In Sri Lanka, organic coconut extents
are
increasing
gradually
and
many
smallholders are becoming partners of large
manufacturing industries. The current extent
of about 20,000 acres is expected to double in
the next few years. Sri Lanka also produces
several organic coconut products; virgin
coconut oil, coconut milk, coconut cream,
coconut water etc. and commands an
elevated position in global markets.
The resource poor coconut smallholders
are interested in organic coconut farming as it
minimizes the use of expensive external
inputs like fertilizers and agrochemicals; they
also receive premium prices for organically
produced nuts compared to those produced in
conventional farming. Consumers are willing
to pay more for organic coconut products as
they are innovative “health-foods” free of
hazardous chemicals which prevent deadly
diseases leading to a healthy long life. The
entrepreneurs are intersected in organic
products as they can diversify markets and
obtain more profits.
For the above reasons, organic coconut
farming
will
have
a
bright
future.
(http://www.cri.gov.lk)
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES RAISES
AWARENESS ON COCOLISAP OUTBREAK
To promote greater awareness and offer
solutions to problems confronting the coconut
industry, the College of Agriculture of the

University of the Philippines Los Banos
(UPLB) organized a Forum on "Cocolisap:
Facing the Management Challenges of an
Outbreak" last September 19, 2014 at the
Plant Pathology Auditorium, UPLB Campus.
According to Dr. Domingo E. Angeles,
Dean of the UPLB College of Agriculture, the
forum aims to raise awareness among the
public and private sectors, academe, civil
society, and other stakeholders on the current
status of, and the challenges that come with,
the coconut scale insect (CSI) outbreak.
"Likewise, we can take this public forum as a
form of a colloquium to provide a suitable
venue to deliberate on the various
approaches possible and necessary for the
more effective management of the pest
outbreak," he added.
Mr.
Romulo
N.
Arancon,
Jr.,
Administrator of the Philippine Coconut
Authority
(PCA)
commented
that,
"convergence of various sectors is vital in the
formulation
of
multisectoral
and
interdisciplinary measures to ensure the
containment of the invasive scale insect and
mitigate the impact of its outbreak to the
whole coconut industry."
"The cocolisap outbreak is a more
storming phenomenon than typhoon Mario, it
is a complex problem that requires a
comprehensive scientific solution that cannot
be solved by a single agency or sector," UPLB
Chancellor Rex Victor O. Cruz remarked.
Three renowned National Scientists and
Professor Emeriti of UPLB, namely: Dr. Gelia
T. Castillo, Dr. Romulo G. Davide, and Dr.
Dolores A. Ramirez participated keenly in the
discussion with marked diversity of ideas
among the participants.
Wide-ranging
issues
of
national
significance were tackled by experts from the
PCA and the Crop Protection Cluster of the
UP College of Agriculture.
OIC-Regional Manager of PCA Region
IV-A (Calabarzon), Mrs. Erlene C. Manohar,
presented the "Magnitude of Cocolisap
Infestation and Status of Government
Initiatives" in curbing the population and
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averting the spread of the formidable scale
insect.
"Nature's
Healing
Agent
against
Cocolisap" and the "Organic Alternative to
Manage Coconut Scale Insect" were
discussed by Mr. Mario V. Navasero,
University Researcher/Scientist I and Dr.
Candida B. Adalla, Professor, both from the
Crop Protection Cluster, respectively.
In her discourse about the "Biological
Studies on Aspidiotus rigidus (coconut scale
insect)", Crop Protection Cluster Director, Dr.
Celia dR. Medina featured the complexities in
dealing with an insect pest outbreak.
Dr. Barbara L. Caoili, an Associate
Professor from the College of Agriculture,
elucidated in her topic, "Invasive Coconut
Scale Insect Species Identification Using
Molecular Markers", the value of the precise
identification of the insect pest in establishing
the most appropriate and cost-effective
control measure.
Dr. Caoili and Dr. Medina, both
members of the PCA-led Task Force Sagip,
were instrumental in the positive identification
of the invasive species of scale insects
(Aspidiotus rigidus) effecting substantial loss
to coconut farmers in Calabarzon.
In the same forum, Mr. Vin Lava and
other members of the Save the Coconut
Movement (SCM) freely expressed their views
vis-a-vis the Integrated Pest Management
protocol being implemented by Task Force
Sagip.
"When we offer solutions to the problem
on cocolisap, let us do it in the context of
'what is best for the coconut farmers;
improvement of the coconut industry; and
increasing
the
farmers'
income',"
Undersecretary Edel Guiza of OPAFSAM
stressed in her message during the forum.
(http://www.pca.da.gov.ph)
UCAP
COCONUT
2ND
EDUCATION SEMINAR

INDUSTRY

The second edition of the United
Coconut Associations of the Philippines’
(UCAP) Coconut Industry Education Seminar

ended last week with Module 3: Coconut
Products Processing and Marketing (October
27), and Module 4: Coco Biodiesel (October
28). Module 3 covered processing of different
coconut products, packaging and handling,
standards, shipping, and marketing, among
others; while Module 4 discussed relevant
issues about biodiesel in general and coconut
oil-based biodiesel in particular, including but
not limited to production, quality, properties,
standards, Biofuel Act of 2006, and biodiesel
roadmap. Venue was the Roma B Function
Room, 7th Floor, Privato Hotel, 706 Shaw
Blvd., Pasig City. For more information,
please visit the UCAP website at
www.ucap.org.ph or call the UCAP Secretariat
at 578-5338.
Module 3 speakers were as follows: 1).
Mr. Anton Padua - Copra and coconut oil
production and refining and marketing; 2) Ms.
Dina Bawalan - Desiccated coconut
production; VCO, coconut flour, coconut
milk/cream,
production,
utilization
and
marketing; Coconut sugar and other food,
non-food products processing and utilization;
3) Mr. Antero Libana - Oleochemicals
production and utilization; 4) Mr. Gonzalo
Catan - Charcoal and activated carbon
production, utilization and marketing; Dr.
Justino Arboleda - Coir products production,
utilization and marketing.
Module 4 speakers were as follows: 1)
Mr. Raffy Diaz - The future of biodiesel:
mandates,
product
performance,
and
feedstock supply; The Philippine biodiesel
industry and outlook for coconut oil biodiesel;
2) Ms. Melita Obillo - Philippine renewable
energy policy/regulations and opportunities for
biofuels; 3) Ramon Taniola - Philippine
biodiesel roadmap. (UCAP Bulletin)
SPC SIGNS PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT
WITH REGIONAL FARMER NETWORK
AND LAUNCHES VALUE CHAIN GUIDE
Farmers are at the centre of a new
partnership agreement signed by the
Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC)
and the umbrella organisation representing 19
farmers’ groups across the Pacific – the
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Pacific Island Farmers’ Organisation (PIFON).
The signing ceremony took place on 24
October 2014 at the Holiday Inn, Suva, where
SPC Deputy Director-General Mrs. Fekita
‘Utoikamanu said, 'Without the hard work of
our farmers, there is no food supply, no food
security and it will be difficult to sustain the
growth of our communities.' Mrs. ‘Utoikamanu
explained that SPC is investing in a change
process, restructuring and repositioning itself
to better provide efficient and practical
services delivering clear results for member
countries. The event was also attended by the
Permanent Secretary for Agriculture in Fiji,
Mr. Ropate Ligairi, and representatives from
the International Fund for Agricultural
Development, SPC and PIFON members.
The partnership, which provides FJD
400,000 support to the network in two years to
December 2016, aims to increase the
contribution of the agriculture and forestry
sectors to national economic growth and
livelihoods in the Pacific region. The
partnership agreement was facilitated by the
SPC Land Resources Division's Pacific
Agriculture Policy Project (PAPP), a project
funded under the European Union's Intra ACP
programme encompassing the Pacific and the
Caribbean region, of which eight million euro
(FJD 19.7 million) has been allocated by the
European Union for the Pacific component.
The Pacific Agriculture Policy Project
commenced in July this year and will run to
2017. PAPP's main objective is to increase
the capability of agricultural development
organisations in the Pacific region and
address
the
development
needs
of
smallholders by assisting them to adopt new
technologies, build on traditional knowledge
and strengthen links to markets.
The signed agreement lays the
foundation in the following key areas of work
over the next 24 months which include
support for regional exchanges of expertise
between farmer organisations and private
sector partnerships, collaboration with Pacific
country extension services, national farmer
organisations and organic producers on
promoting sustainable agricultural practices,

strengthening the sustainability of national
farmer organisations and establishing a help
desk for questions on commercial agriculture.
PIFON Board Member Andrew McGregor said
the partnership is a new approach to regional
co-operation with farmers’ networks in the
Pacific. PIFON’s focus is on strengthening the
capacity and sustainability of farmer
organisations and facilitating peer-to-peer
lesson learning and technical exchanges.
(http://www.spc.int)
RURAL COMMUNITIES REAP BENEFITS
FROM COCONUTS
Creating
income
generating
opportunities for rural people in Samoa is at
the heart of an initiative that engages smallscale farmers to produce virgin coconut oil for
export.
Apia-based
non-governmental
organisation (NGO) Women in Business
Development Incorporated started this
venture almost two decades ago with just a
handful of farmers. Today it has grown to a
large-scale operation that is supporting
around 55 extended families in Samoa and 11
production sites that process and extract
virgin coconut oil. The venture is supported by
the European Union-funded Increasing
Agricultural Commodity Trade (IACT) project.
The project, which is being implemented by
the Secretariat of the Pacific Community
(SPC), recently assisted Women in Business
Development by procuring equipment worth
over FJD 35,000 to be used in the production
of virgin coconut oil.
Women in Business Development is one
of the 28 enterprises that receive assistance
under the IACT project in the Pacific region.
The main goal of the project is to further
strengthen the export capacity of Pacific
members of the African, Caribbean and
Pacific Group of Countries (ACP) in the
primary industries of agriculture, forestry,
aquaculture and livestock. The equipment that
arrived at the Women in Business
Development factory in May this year includes
five electric graters and five oil presses
purchased in New Zealand. The IACT project
has also assisted with the reconditioning of
four old presses. With the new equipment,
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Women in Business Development’s Executive
Director, Adimaimalaga Tafuna’i, believes that
the organisation now has the capacity to
increase its yearly production by more than 10
tonnes. ‘The equipment will enable farmers to
produce significantly more virgin coconut oil,
with eight production sites now operating and
three more sites set to resume operations in
October as they wait for the supply of
coconuts to pick up in the wake of tropical
cyclone Evan,’ she said.
Tafuna’i says the increase in production
will benefit farmers and their families because
they will continue earning a regular income
and contributing to their family and village
obligations, and not relying on remittances.
‘These families now have a way of retaining
their sons and daughters to work on the
coconut farms because they will be offered
paid employment in the family business,’ she
stated. The virgin coconut oil currently
produced
by
Women
in
Business
Development is exported to a large cosmetics
company in the United Kingdom called The
Body Shop International, and to smaller
buyers in New Zealand and Hawaii. Annually,
Women in Business Development produces
around 32 tonnes of virgin coconut oil, most of
which is sold to The Body Shop under its
Community Fair Trade programme. The oil is
used in The Body Shop’s range of coconut
skincare and beauty products, which are sold
in 3000 stores around the world. The
development of virgin coconut oil and other
coconut products is a huge shift from the
traditional copra trade practised in the Pacific
for many years. IACT Team Leader Samu
Turagacati says that market-driven product
diversification and production of value-added
coconut products will help draw farmers back
into the coconut business.
For Samoa, Turagacati says this has the
potential to revitalise the coconut industry,
which is included in the country’s national
development strategy, and help induce future
economic growth within the agriculture
sector. Tafuna’i says that IACT’s assistance
has been extremely important in helping the
organisation further expand its virgin coconut

oil project. ‘We have markets for all our
organic products, but as an NGO we do not
have the resources to ensure that we have
the quantity of supply to meet the market
needs. We are working with IACT to address
our equipment shortage as we are confident
that new markets may open up if we have the
supply,’ she explained. According to
Turagacati, the investment made by IACT on
the electric graters and oil presses will help
Women in Business Development meet its
export orders. In the near future, Women in
Business Development has plans to build a
new warehouse that will house its production
facilities and support its increasing exports.
(http://www.spc.int)
IN ACTIVE PURSUANCE OF
COCONUT THE WONDER CROP

MAKING

Coconut is called the Kalpavriksha and
each and every part of coconut can be put to
a variety of uses. But saying so or knowing is
not enough to ensure the farmers a good
price. The products of multifarious uses from
coconut have to reach the consumers. In
India, Coconut Development Board is actively
pursuing
the
promotion
of
product
diversification
in
coconut
through
establishment of coconut processing units.
And in this regard a one to one business meet
was organized during 15-16th October 2014 to
encourage coconut based enterprises in the
country. The products concentrated upon
were preservation and packaging of tender
coconut water and spray dried coconut milk
powder.
The sessions elaborated on the
technology for processing, procedures for
technology transfer, preparation of a business
plan for the unit etc. Coconut Development
Board is also providing financial assistance for
the projects for establishment of coconut
processing
units
under
its
scheme
Technology Mission on Coconut (TMOC).
CDB Chairman, Shri T.K. Jose urged the
entrepreneurs to take up the challenge and
emerge successful in processing and export
of value added products from coconut. He
stressed on the need to exploit the potentials
of Urban India which has a population more
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than that of the US. He opined that even if
10% of the population start consuming tender
coconut water, there is need for establishment
of at least 200 units of tender coconut
processing. The business meet was very
fruitful considering the fact that entrepreneurs
from seven states of India attended the 2 day
programme. Presentations were also made by
machinery manufacturers to provide an insight
to the entrepreneurs on the machinery
available.
The interaction with the scientists on
technological aspects was an eye opener to
the enterprising group of entrepreneurs. The
technologies available for processing were
presented by the respective institutions
followed by discussions on the same. An
experience sharing session was also
arranged with the existing entrepreneurs in
the field of coconut processing who shared
their ideas, the constraints they faced and the
prospects they foresee for the sector. The
enthusiasm shown by the entrepreneurs in the
deliberations has motivated CDB to undertake
similar programmes in future too.
COCONUT PRODUCTION DWINDLES IN
KERALA
The annual coconut production in Kerala
has gone down by 10 per cent. The total
production was estimated at 5,200 million nuts
in 2013-14 in comparison to 5,799 million nuts
in the previous year, as per a survey
conducted by the Coconut Development
Board.
The survey revealed that the State
stood fifth among prominent coconut
producing States in terms of yield. The
average yield in the State was 6,515 nuts a
hectare, way behind Andhra Pradesh which
had a high productivity of 13,898 a hectare.
The yield was 10,925 in Tamil Nadu, 7,748 in
Karnataka, and 6,767 in Odisha.
Kerala stood first in terms of area under
coconut cultivation. The State contributes
about 37 per cent of share in area and 26 per
cent in production. The survey was conducted
in 11 districts covering 1,000 holdings.

The total production in all the coconut
growing States was estimated at 17,789
million nuts, which indicated a 13 per cent
reduction from that of the previous year. The
production in Tamil Nadu was estimated at
4,634 million nuts, which was 9 per cent less
than that of the previous year’s production. In
Karnataka, the production was estimated at
3,412 million nuts, which indicated a decline
of 21 per cent against previous year’s figures.
Andhra Pradesh, with a production of
1,424 million nuts, has 15 per cent reduction
as compared to last year’s coconut
production. The production in Odisha was
estimated at 365 million nuts, which showed a
decrease of 3 per cent.
Maharashtra, with production of 148
million nuts, showed a decline of 9 per cent.
The production in West Bengal was estimated
at 172 million nuts, which indicated a decline
of 53 per cent. (www.thehindu.co)
RI’S
FOCUS
ON
MARITIME PRAISED

AGRICULTURE,

Leading international agencies dealing
with food, agriculture and health affairs, the
World Health Organization (WHO) and the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), have praised
Indonesia’s political platform to accelerate the
agriculture and maritime industries.
The technical officer of food safety at
the WHO Asia-Pacific Regional Office, Peter
Hoejskov, said President Joko Widodo
“Jokowi” Widodo’s political move was a good
start for Indonesia to alleviate poverty and
enhance the livelihood of farmers and
fishermen in the coming five years.
“The intensified development programs
in the agriculture and maritime sectors will not
only alleviate poverty and malnutrition among
vulnerable groups but will also achieve food
security and end that agricultural country’s
dependence on rice imports,” Hoejskov said
when asked about President Jokowi’s political
platform during an Asia-Pacific regional
workshop
on
malnutrition
here
on
Wednesday.
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Hoejskov pointed out that malnutrition
affected 805 million people world-wide,
including 126 million children.

housing areas and industries estates to
achieve the country’s self-sufficiency program
and food security.

“Poverty, malnutrition, agriculture and
health are really causal ties and all the four
factors have to be put into a national agenda if
the country is determined to alleviate poverty,”
he said.

“In the past 10 years, the government
pledged to open up 2 million hectares of new
farmland, but in fact only 200,000 hectares of
new farmland were established in Sumatra,
Kalimantan, Sulawesi and Papua,” he said,
adding that Indonesia had imported 170,000
tons of rice from Thailand this year. (The
Jakarta Post, 30 October 2014)

As an agricultural country in Southeast
Asia, Indonesia has to continue to improve
people’s access to healthy food, especially in
remote areas. “The [Indonesian] government
should continue widening its domestic market
with quality agricultural products to ensure
people’s access to healthy food,” he said.
Hiroyuki Konuma, Assistant to FAO
Director General for the Asia and Pacific
regions, concurred but said that malnutrition
had to be handled with a comprehensive
approach that involved almost all Ministries
and the private sector.
“The issue should be addressed by
making pro-poor and pro-growth agriculture
policies
and
land
reform,
a
good
environmental policy to ensure water supply
for consumption and for irrigation, the
development of basic infrastructure such as
roads and bridges to farming centers, good
transportation and marketing for agricultural
products and better storage,” he said, adding
that besides good transportation, health
development, including basic social security
programs, would improve public access to
health care.
According to Konuma, all governments,
including Indonesia’s, should carry out a food
diversification program to end Southeast
Asian countries' dependence on rice and
achieve food sufficiency. “Governments in the
region should promote the consumption of
maize, banana, sago and many others as
staple food.”
Arif Suyoko, Minister Counsellor at the
Indonesian Embassy in Bangkok, meanwhile,
said the new government should continue
opening up new farmland and stop the
intensive conversion of land in Java into

ACTIVATE GRAMA SABHAS, SAYS CM
Chief Minister Oommen Chandy has
stressed the need to activate grama sabhas
as
instruments
of
development
and
participatory government.
Observing that grama sabhas in Kerala
had largely failed to achieve their objectives,
he called for steps to revive them as agents of
change. He was addressing the first meeting
of the State Innovation Council here on
Wednesday.
Mr. Chandy underlined the need to
identify fresh revenue sources and improve its
service delivery mechanism to keep pace with
the expectations of the people. The
government, he said, had so far failed to tap
non- traditional sources of tax and non- tax
revenue. “On the one hand, financial
problems, land- related issues, shortage of
construction material and environment issues
pose hurdles to development, while on the
other, complexities and delays in official
procedures hamper efficient service delivery,”
he said.
Mr. Chandy urged the innovation council
to come up with a result- oriented, efficient,
timely, people- friendly service delivery
mechanism to help the government reach out
to the people in a better way. He mooted four
thrust areas for the activities of the council,
namely student entrepreneurship, traditional
industries, agriculture and allied sectors and
grama sabhas. Pointing to the success of the
Young Entrepreneurship Summit held at
Ernakulam recently, he called on the council
to capitalise on the spirit of innovation it had
unleashed and channelise it towards result-
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oriented activities. Mr. Chandy said traditional
industries were in dire need of modernisation,
increase in productivity and competitiveness.

of its sales turnover to the Mysore-based
research institute.

He mooted the idea of harnessing the
Kudmbasree Mission and other self-help
groups to revive the agriculture and allied
sectors.

In turn, the CFTRI will extend a longterm partnership in developing, standardising
and
commercialising
technology
for
processing and packaging neeera and its
derivatives, the press release added.

Ministers P.K. Kunhalikutty and K.C.
Joseph, and SIC members P.H. Kurian, V.N.
Rajasekharan Pillai, T.P. Sreenivasan, G.
Vijayaraghavan,
T.K.
Jose,
Sanjay
Vijayakumar, S.D. Shibulal, Radhakrishna
Pillai, P.P. Chandrachoodan and Anil Gupta
were
among
those
present.
(http://www.thehindu.com)
NEERA COMPANY, CFTRI SIGN PACT
Palakkad Coconut Producer Company
Limited (PCPCL), one of the 12 Farmer
Producer Companies formed under the aegis
of Coconut Development Board, has entered
into an MoU with Central Food Technological
Research Institute (CFTRI), Mysore, for
research and development in neera
derivatives, processing, and packaging.
The agreement was signed by CFTRI
Secretary Mallika Kumar and PCPCL
Chairman P. Vinod Kumar.
Technological tie-up
The agreement for technological
collaboration will enable the PCPCL to
expand its commercial use of neera, sourcing
the produce from 12 federations to take the
daily sales volume to Rs.1 crore a day.
In
a
statement,
the
Coconut
Development Board said that the PCPCL had
26,000 coconut farmers under it.
Economic security
CFTRI Director Ramraj Shekhar was
cited in the press release as saying that neera
was a major technological and economic
innovation providing economic security to
coconut farmers and neera technicians.

Long-term partnership

On the occasion of the signing of the
MoU, CFTRI had put on display five major
neera products like neera concentrate, neera
honey
as
well
as
bottled
neera.
(http://www.thehindu.com)
CONSORTIUM OF COCONUT PRODUCERS
COS
A consortium of Coconut Producers
Companies in the state was formed by
combining 12 such companies in the state to
coordinate and provide financial as well as
technical assistance to farmers.
The consortium is being formed with the
support of the Coconut Development Board.
“We will intensify the efforts to get the
`15-cr grant announced by the state
government in connection with the production
of Neera. The state cabinet on March 5, 2014,
had decided to give the amount to the
companies. The special working group of the
government had approved the proposal on
June 30. But the amount has not been given,”
said Shajahan Kanjiravilayil, Chairman of the
Consortium at a press conference here on
Tuesday.
He added that the sale of Neera in the
state could generate a revenue of `5400 cr
annually and if the product is taxed the state
government could make good money out of it.
He alleged that instead of giving the agreed
money to farmers’ companies, the state
government now wants to revive the Coconut
Development
Corporation
which
was
liquidated
seven
years
ago.
(http://www.newindianexpress.com)

The agreement between the CFTRI and
the PCPCL is expected to be “of futuristic
nature” and the terms and conditions are that
the PCPCL will be paying a fee of 1 per cent
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PREMIUM CRAFT DISTILLERS LAUNCHES
EXTRA PREMIUM LAMBANOG
Philippine Craft Distillers Inc., a licensed
world-class distiller of liquor and spirits has
ventured into crafting a fine spirit that pays
homage to Philippine roots with the first extra
premium lambanog in the market. The extra
premium lambanog is called Lakan, which
means a title to nobility given to a warrior
ruler. Lakan symbolizes the character and
strength of this fine liquor.
Spirity but sweet to the nose, with a
jammy fruit and vanilla taste to the palate,
Lakan has a long and smooth finish; subtle
yet austere and complex. Inspired by the
centuries-old distilling of coconut nectar into
liquor practiced all throughout the islands,
Philippine Craft Distillers Inc. has perfected
the traditional process into a sophisticated
craft which has brought life to a spirit that is in
a class of its own.
Lakan is distilled from pure coconut
nectar that ferments on its own without the
need for additives resulting in a 90 proof work
of art that is best taken neat. Additionally,
Lakan is a product registered with the FDA
with a CPR. CEO of Philippine Craft Distillers
Inc., Anthony C. Manguiat states, “We are
excited to be launching a product that
showcases that true Filipino spirits are world
class. We have craft distilled a lambanog that
is meant to be enjoyed by the discriminating
global citizen.” Launching was set on October
08, 2014 at Salon de Ning, Manila Peninsula.
(UCAP Bulletin)
RAINS DAMPEN COPRA, COCONUT OIL
Heavy rains in Tamil Nadu due to the
onset of North-East monsoon affected copra
arrivals.
This coupled with diminishing local
demand affected the coconut oil market in
Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
Though the market is ruling steady,
there has been a considerable shift by
consumers from coconut oil to other edible
oils especially cheaper sunflower oil.

Estimates put the drop in local
consumption at 30-40 per cent in Kerala,
Thalath Mahmood, Director, Cochin Oil
Merchants Association (COMA), said.
The market seems to be moving
southwards with prices at Rs14,800 a quintal
in Kerala, a drop of Rs200 from last week. In
Tamil Nadu, the rates stood flat at Rs14,500.
Copra prices in Kerala also reported a
drop of Rs200 touching Rs10,200 this week,
while in Tamil Nadu it was flat at Rs9,800 .
Our Erode Correspondent adds:
Demand for the copra has increased, while
coconut oil price has decreased.
“The price of the copra improved as
demand increased. On Tuesday, copra was
sold at Rs10,600-700 a quintal. Many coconut
oil crushers procured, but no oil crusher from
Kerala participated in the auction,” said a
coconut oil dealer.
He said that due to inclement weather in
rural areas, copra farmers could not dry their
coconuts. So, they brought limited quantity of
copra for sale to the market and all 50 tonnes
were sold.
The price of the coconut oil was fixed at
Rs2,195-2,215 for 15-kg loose pack.
Meanwhile, the price of the palm oil and
sunflower oil also came down and was sold at
Rs5,050 (palm oil) and Rs6,350 (sunflower
oil). (http://www.thehindubusinessline.com)
CAMARINES
COCONUT
INITIATIVE

SUR, PILOT AREA FOR
WATER
PROCESSING

The Department of Agriculture (DA) last
week said Camarines Sur will be the pilot area
for coconut water processing under the
Philippine Rural Development Program with a
budget of P7.3 million. DA has signed a
Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) with the
Camarines Sur Provincial Government
through its Governor Miguel Luis R. Villafuerte
to carry out the processing of coconut water in
the area. Along with this, the commercial
viability of coconut water production will be
pilot tested in coordination with the Central
Bicol State University using technology from
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the Philippine Center for Postharvest
Development and Mechanization (PhilMech).
The initiative will also help establish a linkage
between coconut water consolidators and
possible small-scale processors.
The facilities from PhilMech have a
production capacity of 600 liters of coconut
water daily and allow hygienic extraction, and
storage and chilling of coco water, which will
be overseen by the DA Regional office in
Bicol. Presidential Assistant for Food Security
and Agricultural Modernization Francis N.
Pangilinan has earlier said that the country
needs a facility to process coconut water to be
able to help the farmers make use of the
technology for coco water processing and
prevent its spoilage. “We have to acquire
enough technology to improve products and
increase sales,” he said. According to Mr.
Pangilinan, a liter of coconut water is valued
at $1 in the United States. “We’re throwing
away two billion liters a year so that’s $2
billion potential loss (in) income simply
because we don’t harvest properly.” With the
new technology from PhilMech, the country
may already be able to lessen these losses,
which in part were attributed to the lack in
facilities for coconut water processing. (UCAP
Bulletin)
DAVAO COCO COIR PLANT TO HELP
COCONUT FARMERS INCREASE INCOME
A Coco Coir Processing Plant was
recently turned over to the local government
unit in the town of Manay in Davao Oriental
Province. It is expected to generate
employment and increase the income of
coconut farmers in the area. The plant will
produce organic fertilizer, coco peat and coco
fiber, geo nets, coco twines, erosion control
matting, flower pots, hats, bags, wall
decorations, door mats and mattress fillings.
Forty-nine
workers
composed
of
decorticators, dryers, husk haulers, common
laborers, and baling press operators will be
employed.
Costing more than P6-million, the plant
was an initiative of the Davao Oriental Coco
Husks
Social
Enterprise
Incorporated

(DOCHSEI),
Provincial
Government,
Department of Agriculture (DA), Community
Fund Agricultural Development (CFAD),
Kalumonan Foundation, Unlad Bayan NGO,
Local Government unit of Manay, and the
Mindanao Rural Development Program
(MRDP)-APL 2 through the World Bank.
(UCAP Bulletin)
COCOZIA ORGANIC COCONUT WATER
WITH COFFEE IS NON-GMO PROJECT
VERIFIED
Coconut Water with Coffee is the latest
in Epicurex’s stable of delicious organic
coconut products to receive the official NonGMO Project Verified seal of approval from
The Non-GMO Project. GMOs (genetically
modified organisms) are plants or animals
created using experimental technology, rather
than traditional, natural methods; and the
safety of products that contain GMOs are a
real concern to consumers across the world.
Buying organic products, such as Cocozia
organic coconut water, is a good start.
However, one has to look out for the NonGMO Project Verified seal to be sure the
products labeled as organic are really GMOfree.
The Non-GMO Project is a non-profit
organization that is committed to conserving
and encouraging non-GMO products in the
US, giving responsible consumers the ability
to make an informed decision and providing a
reliable method to signify non-GMO products.
The Non-GMO Project Verified seal is the only
independent
verification
for
non-GMO
products in North America, and means that
the product has gone through a rigorous
verification process that includes ongoing
testing of ingredients, traceability and
segregation practices.
“The issue of GMO ingredients used in
their families’ food and drink is a real concern
to American consumers,” said Gordon
Hansen, Vice President of Sales at Epicurex,
“so The Non-GMO Project is perfect for
bringing peace of mind when making
purchasing choices. As a brand, we’re
committed to being completely transparent
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with our customers, so the fact that Cocozia
Coconut Water with Coffee is the latest of our
products to receive Non-GMO Project Verified
status is great news.” Cocozia 100% organic
Coconut Water with Coffee is a welcome
addition to the Cocozia range, and combines
the smooth and mellow flavor of coffee with
the refreshing essence of coconut. Each
serving is only 50 calories, and it is
preservative and gluten free, making it a
delicious and refreshing beverage that is good
for the health. (UCAP Bulletin)
COCOZIA ORGANIC COCONUT WATER
TO SPONSOR 2014 FIT NATION BOX
BATTLES NEXT MONTH
Epicurex, a manufacturer and distributor
of organic foods and beverages, announced
last week that Cocozia would be one of the
health brands that would sponsor the 2014 Fit
Nation Box Battles in Marco Island on October
11-12, 2014.
The second Fit Nation Box Battles, to be
held at the beachfront property of Marco
Island Marriott Beach Resort in Marco Island,
Florida, is a two-day fitness event that aims to
test athletes to their core and promote the
health and fitness industry in Southwest
Florida, and will see four-person teams of two
males and two females competing in a series
of tests designed by fitness professionals. The
workouts will push competitors to the very
limits of their strength, balance, speed,
precision, power, agility and endurance, with
winners taking home some excellent prizes as
well as the glory that comes from winning the
event.
Cocozia coconut water will be a perfect
addition to the event, the company said, and a
real hit with health-conscious athletes as it
replaces valuable electrolytes that are lost
during exercise without the addition of any
artificial preservatives. Sugar- and gluten-free,
the naturally sweet and delicious coconut
water is 100% organic and Non-GMO Project
verified. It will be a welcome boost for the Box
Battles competitors and spectators alike.
Epicurex is giving a case of Cocozia organic
coconut water as part of the winners’ prizes

and will be on hand at the Cocozia tent so
everyone can try the refreshing coconut
water. (UCAP Bulletin)

MARKET NEWS
U.S. IMPORT OF LAURIC OILS UP IN JULY
Data from Oil World show the U.S.
imported 77,700 MT of lauric oils in July,
rising by 12.9% from July year-ago at 68,800
MT. Coconut oil accounted for 73.6% of the
total with 57,200 MT (52,000 MT year-ago),
while palm kernel oil comprised the remaining
26.4% with 20,500 MT (16,800 MT).
The Philippines was top supplier of
lauric oil to the U.S. during the month with
shipment of 32,400 MT (39,700 MT) of
coconut oil contributing 41.7% of total trade.
Indonesia was the second biggest origin of
lauric oils at 22,900 MT (12,900 MT) of which
coconut oil was 20,100 MT (12,000 MT) and
palm kernel was 2,800 MT (900 MT), the
equivalent of 29.5% of total lauric oil import.
Malaysia shared 28.1% or 21,800 MT (15,800
MT) of which 17,500 MT (15,800 MT) was
palm kernel oil and 4,300 MT (nil) was
coconut oil. Purchases from other countries
totaled 700 MT (400 MT) of which 400 MT
(300 MT) was coconut oil and 300 MT (100
MT) was palm kernel oil.
The cumulative January-July figure stood
at 486,800 MT, sliding by 5.3% from
comparable year-earlier period total at
514,200 MT. Coconut oil uptake was 324,200
MT (342,700 MT) of which 61.0% or 197,700
MT (264,800 MT) came from the Philippines.
Palm kernel oil was 162,600 MT (171,500 MT)
of which 71.5% or 116,300 MT (148,700 MT)
originated from Malaysia. (UCAP Bulletin)
INDIA’S VEGETABLE OIL
URGED GOVERNMENT TO
IMPORT DUTY

INDUSTRY
INCREASE

India’s vegetable oil industry wants the
government to raise the import duty on crude
vegetable oils to 10% from the current 2.5%
and on refined vegetable oils to 25% from
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10% to safeguard the interests of farmers.
Edible oil prices are currently at a historical
low since 2008. Local prices are also at a
level where Indian oilseed-growing farmers
will be in distress with a Kharif crop (plants
sown in monsoon season) harvest expected
in the next four to five weeks, the Solvent
Extractors’ Association of India (SEA) said in
a memorandum it sent to the government.
Further, the Indian vegetable oil industry
has been suffering for the last three years due
to the minimal duty difference of 7.5%
between crude and refined oil and the
inverted duty structure by Indonesia and
Malaysia, SEA claimed. The higher duty on
crude palm oil and lower duty on refined olein
has given an added advantage to refined
palm oil exports from these countries, it said.
The capacity utilisation of the domestic
vegetable oil refining industry has been
reduced to 35-40% from 65-70% in the past, it
added. Hence the request for a raise in import
duties. “This will safeguard the interests of
farmers by ensuring remunerative prices for
their produce in the coming kharif harvest
season,” it said in the memorandum. (UCAP
Bulletin)
COCONUT PRICES HIT AN ALL-TIME HIGH
IN TIRUCHI
Prices of coconuts have skyrocketed in
Tiruchi due to fall in arrivals at the market.
The price of a good quality (above
average size) nut was Rs.28 in the retail
market on the day before Deepavali.
Though high demand for coconuts on
account of festivals such as Deepavali, Gowri
Nonbu, and new account opening day by a
section of north Indian businessmen are cited
as temporary and secondary reasons, traders
cite low production due to continuous drought
as the primary reason for the high price.
Market sources said that arrivals have
gone down by 60 to 70 per cent at the Gandhi
Market, which catered to the need of places in
and around Tiruchi city. As against the normal
requirement of about 1 lakh coconuts, the
market has been receiving about 70,000 nuts
during the last few weeks. Demand has

almost doubled due to heavy buying on
account of the festival season. However,
despite their best efforts, traders couldn’t get
more than one lakh coconuts from Peravurani
and Cumbum in the days prior to the festival,
leading to a spurt in retail prices.
“I shelled out Rs.28 per unit of coconut
on Wednesday. Though the coconut prices
were ruling high during the past few weeks, I
have never bought a coconut for such a high
price,” said a homemaker in Cantonment.
There was no real change in the prices
of the nut even after Deepavali. In the Gandhi
market, a big-sized coconut was priced
anywhere between Rs.20 and Rs.25, while an
average-sized nut cost between Rs.15 and
20. The customers, who bought the coconuts
at grocery and retail vegetable shops, had to
shell out at least Rs. 4 more than the Gandhi
Market price.
While agreeing that the prices of
coconut had shot up to an all-time high,
A.Ugin, a wholesale trader at Gandhi Market,
said that it was due to a variety of reasons.
The ongoing rain was the temporary reason
for the dwindling arrival as the farmers and
merchants couldn’t remove the husk. The
market had not been oversupplied during the
last six months. Price rise was primarily due to
the heavy drought during the last three years
in the procurement centres such as
Peravurani and Cumbum, which are the main
supplying centres to Tiruchi market.
He said that the price would stabilise in
the weeks to come. However, it would again
shoot up from December due to the
Sabarimala season. (http://www.thehindu.com)
COCONUT OIL SLIPS
CORPORATE OFFTAKE

ON

SLACK

Absence of a strong corporation buying
and lack of local demand has impacted the
coconut oil market in Kerala and Tamil Nadu
this week, bringing down process further.
Due to weak demand, corporate started
buying copra at a lower price, Thalath
Mahmood, Director, Cochin Oil Merchants
Association, said.
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He said that several soap and biscuit
manufacturers are now buying palm kernel oil
to meet their requirements as it is cheaper
and easily available.
Prices this week were: Rs15,000 a
quintal in Kerala (Rs15,600) and Rs14,500 in
Tamil Nadu against Rs15,300 last week.
Copra prices also started cooling with prices
ruling at Rs10,000 in Kerala (Rs10,500) and
Rs9,000 in Tamil Nadu (Rs11,000). Our
Erode correspondent reports: Copra prices
are slowly decreasing and so also purchase of
copra by crushers. Coconut oil, sold at
Rs2,370 for 15-kg a fortnight ago, is now
ruling at Rs2,160-180. Only one or two orders
were received by the sellers and there were
no buyers for the oil, due to the non-receipt of
demand from North India and other places.
“We expect prices to decrease further,”
said RM Palanisamy a trader at Erode.
Meanwhile, the price of palm oil remains flat
at Rs520-530 for a 10-kg pack. Sunflower oil
went for Rs620/10 kg. (The Hindu Business
Line)

COCONUT TECHNOLOGY
NEWS
SATURATED FAT MAY NOT CAUSE
HEART DISEASE - NUTRITION EXPERT
A human nutrition expert said saturated
fatty acids should not be avoided as they don’t
cause cardiovascular disease but ‘excess’ is
the important word. “The accumulation of data
finally shows that there is no demonstrated
link between saturated fatty acids and
cardiovascular disease,” said Professor
Philippe Legrand of AgroCampus Quest.
Legrand added that this should be wisely
communicated to the general public. ‘The
danger for the public is to hear ‘you can eat
whatever you want and even saturated fatty
acids are good for you’. The point is the
excess of saturated fatty acids, especially
palmitic acid (present in palm oil) remains a
risk. ‘Excess’ is the important word.” (UCAP
Bulletin)

COCONUT TREE CLIMBERS A CLICK
AWAY
The ‘Friends of Coconut Tree, ‘a
massive coconut tree climbers’ training
programme launched by the Coconut
Development Board (CDB) to revamp the
agricultural sector, is becoming a progressive
job trend in the state. As the project
completes its successful three years, of the
30,090 Friends of Coconut Tree who came
out with flying colours, 2,496 are from
Kozhikode district.
CDB considers under-employed healthy
persons in the age group of 18-40, with a
minimum education of up to class seven, for
the training that is conducted in batches of a
minimum of 20 per week. Technical, financial,
managerial and practical lessons are imparted
in this residential training programme.
The effective intervention of the Coconut
Development Board changed not only the
attitude of the youth towards this job, but also
people’s approach to the tree climbers. Now,
coconut tree climbers are available just a
phone call or mouse click away. If the
booking can be done a week in advance, it
will be helpful for the Friends of Coconut Tree
to schedule their work time. “Every day we
have to cover at least 50 to 60 houses. Unless
we plan properly, the timely harvest of the
crop will be affected,” says a Friend of
Coconut Tree, Raveendran from Kozhikode.
In Kozhikode district, training is provided
mainly in three centres - United Federation,
Punoor; Ujjaiyini Cultural Centre, Koyilandy;
and Thripthi CPF, Kuttikadavu, near
Peruvayal. One of the master trainers, P C
Vinod from Balussery, says, “The traditional
mode of tree climbing was highly timeconsuming, compared to that of the deviceassisted one. There are modern coconut tree
climbers who earn around `30,000 per
month.”
On the money they charge for each
palm, Technical Officer with the Kozhikode
Coconut Development Board, K Mridula, says,
“It is up to them to charge a reasonable rate
or exorbitant rate. We hardly interfere in such
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matters as we are only supposed to provide
them a platform to find employment.
“So far we have received a good
feedback from the farmers who have made
use of their service. Those who could harvest
only once in three months are now happy that
the trained group helps them harvest in
time.”Adding to it she says, “Surprising results
brought by Friends of Coconut Tree prove that
any job sector can be adopted in the same
way to solve the shortage of labourers.”
The objectives behind formulating the
group were imparting training to a group of
unemployed youth in developing technical
skill, entrepreneurship capacity, leadership
qualities and communication skills to address
the needs of coconut growers, make them
self-reliant
and
instill
confidence
in
undertaking the responsibility of Friends of
Coconut Tree and to tackle the problem of
unavailability of coconut tree climbers for
coconut farming and plant protection
activities. Those who are interested in making
use of their services can log on to
www.coconutboard.nic.in to get their phone
numbers. (http://www.newindianexpress.com)
COCONUTS FOR HYDROGEN STORAGE!
When Hydrogen Fuel News, an e-daily
put a question to the viewers as to which type
of energy will dominate the world's needs and
industry in 10 years, the majority voted for
hydrogen fuel cells. Hydrogen has become a
prominent subject in the transportation world
and automakers are turning to hydrogen fuel
cells to develop a new generation of vehicles
that will produce zero emissions to comply
with the stricter emissions regulations.
One of the most challenging aspects of
hydrogen fuel has to do with storage.
Conventional storage solutions are expensive,
energy intensive, and somewhat inefficient.
Over the past few years, hydrogen storage
has become a subject of interest among
energy researchers, with many organizations
attempting to solve the problem of modern
hydrogen
storage.
Researchers
from
Hydrogen Energy Centre, Benaras Hindu
University in India under the leadership of

Vinay Dixit may have made a major
breakthrough in this endeavor, thanks to
coconuts.
Carbons are being widely investigated
as hydrogen storage material owing to their
light weight, fast hydrogen adsorption kinetics
and cost effectiveness. However, these
materials suffer from low hydrogen storage
capacity, particularly at room temperature.
The study at Benarus Hindu University
concentrated on development of a carbonbased material from natural bio-precursor
which shows at least moderate hydrogen
storage at room temperature. For this
purpose, hydrogenation characteristics of
carbon derived from solid endosperm of
coconut was studied. Instead of coconut shell,
Dixit and co carbonized coconut flesh. They
say this has the advantage of containing a
wide variety of additional elements, such as
potassium, sodium, calcium and magnesium,
which are evenly distributed throughout the
carbon matrix. And they say this turns out to
be significant in their experiments. The
hydrogen storage measurements reveal a
good hydrogen adsorption and desorption
capacity with fast kinetics. The synthesized
material adsorbs 2.30 wt. % at room
temperature and 8.00 wt. % at liquid nitrogen
temperature under 70 atm pressure.
The findings of the present work is likely
to initiate research on native light metal
bearing carbon derived from natural
precursors like coconut. Coconut kernels are
attractive as a source of carbon because they
are very abundant. The research team notes
that the coconut kernels represent one of the
most cost effective carbon sources in the
world and they could be a powerful tool in
overcoming the storage challenges that
currently face hydrogen fuel. If efficient and
inexpensive storage solutions can be
developed, hydrogen may begin receiving
more acceptance from consumers and
businesses alike, especially when it comes to
clean transportation and fuel cell vehicles.
(MIT Technology Review)
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OPTIMAL SWEETENER COMBINATION
FOR GRANOLA INCLUDES COCONUT
SUGAR
The optimal ‘naturally based’ sweetener
combination to replace sugar for granola bars
may be a mixture of coconut sugar, agave,
and stevia, researchers from Washington
State University (WSU) said. The steady climb
in worldwide obesity rates is often dually
attributed to an increasingly sedentary lifestyle
and the energy content of modern diets, with
growing body of research linking increased
sugar consumption with higher body weight.
While consumers are increasingly interested
in products with low or reduced sugar claims,
there has also been a rise in the demand for
more ‘natural’ sweetener alternatives, leading
to the commercial introduction of sweeteners
derived from stevia, monk fruit, and other
plant sources.
Megan Waldrop and Carolyn Ross from
WSU’s School of Food Science now report
that using an electronic tongue could make for
cost- and time-effective ways of finding
‘naturally based’ alternatives to sugar, with a
test with granola bars revealing the optimal
combination to be 89.9% coconut sugar, 6.1%
agave, and 4% stevia. Commenting on the
practical application of their research,
Waldrop and Ross said their study
demonstrates how blending sweeteners can
produce more accepted flavor profiles. In
addition, the approach also allows for “more
flexibility in sweetener choice for product
developers based on production and quality
constraints”. “The results also indicate the
potential of coconut sugar to be used in
commercial food and beverage products,”
they said. The results of their study titled
“Sweetener blend optimization by using
mixture design methodology and the
electronic tongue” are published in the IFT’s
Journal of Food Science. (UCAP Bulletin)
HIGH-DENSITY PLANTING FOR HIGHER
FARM PRODUCTIVITY
The national average yield of coconut in
the Philippines is relatively low, 45 nuts per
tree/year equivalent to 1 ton of copra from 100

trees/hectare. Low productivity is attributed
mainly to senility of palms and very low
adoption level of good agricultural practices,
e.g., inadequate and irregular fertilization. The
inevitability of natural calamities and the
probability of pest outbreak are natural
dynamics
that
also
limit
agricultural
production. Increasing farm productivity and
farmers' income are the major keys identified
to move our coconut farmers out from poverty.
Besides the replanting of senile palms,
adoption of good farming practices, livestock
integration and intercropping, and valueadding ventures to produce varied cocobased products, high-density planting of
hybrid coconuts is a recommended means to
increase farm productivity.
Dr. Severino S. Magat, a consultant of
the Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA),
proposes a new field-planting design with a
higher plant density. In the 'group of 3 palms
per hill' (G3PH) planting system, a total of 300
palms can be planted in a hectare. The 3
seedlings will be arranged in equilateral
triangle spaced at 2 meters, following the east
to west direction (E->W). The spacing of palm
rows is 10 meters, while spacing of hills in a
row is also 10 meters. "Implementing proper
farming practices as crop nutrition and
integrated pest management (IPM) program,
the total productivity per hill and per hectare
should be at least 3 times in G3PH planting
system over the traditional planting system of
1 plant per hill at 10 x 10 m square system of
planting," Dr. Magat explained.
Apart from the expected increase in
yield per hectare, as proven by Mr. Emmanuel
Jallorina in his 30-year old coconuts in
Dipaculao, Aurora, the G3PH planting system
is highly recommended in super typhoonprone
coastal
coconut-growing
areas.
According to Dr. Magat, under the G3PH
system the plant hill tends to form a massive
and stable root system network, resulting to a
physical ground (soil) foundation that strongly
supports the palms. "The strong trees' root
network and trunk structure, naturally rich in
highly lignified tissue fibers, are stable and
pliant enough to withstand damaging
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typhoons of more than 200 kph as well as
intense upsurge of water brought by super
typhoon," added Dr. Magat.

resulting in a reduction in production although
it contributed 0.5% to the national export
earnings.

Under the G3PH planting system, 7080% of the area can still be utilized for
intercropping with high-value crops, such as
cacao and lanzones. However, this highdensity planting design will entail higher
investment cost in terms of planting materials,
labor cost in field-planting, fertilization and
field palm maintenance.

“Coconut can be processed for multiple
bio-fuel products and it needs policy backing
to develop a road map for this very important
area,” Salum said.

"The Philippine Coconut Authority
(PCA), based on several field trials conducted
on the feasibility of a number of intercropping
schemes, has developed coconut-based
farming systems that have been adopted in its
various Kasaganahan sa Niyugan ay
Kaunlaran ng Bayan - KAANIB Enterprise
Development Project (KEDP) communities,"
PCA Administrator Romulo N. Arancon, Jr.
mentioned in a forum with coconut industry
stakeholders. (http://www.pca.da.gov.ph)

BIO-DIESEL NEWS
PAPUA NEW GUINEA: BIO-FUEL POLICY
TO HELP SUSTAIN ENERGY USE
The country needs a national bio-fuel
policy to use its vast bio-energy resources
although 100% bio-diesel has been used in
the country for years, an expert says.
Uron Salum, Executive Director of the
Asian and Pacific Coconut Community, said
there was no Government policy to use biofuel as a sustainable energy source for its
growing population.
He was speaking at the bio-fuel
taskforce consultation workshop organized by
the Department of Public Enterprises in Port
Moresby.
Salum said coconut was one of the
potential bio-energy sources and needed its
institutions strengthened to help farmers in
production.
He said land for coconut had been
reduced and the remaining trees were old,

“The
move
is
timely
requiring
expediency but the Government needs to
make well-informed decisions,” he said.
Salum said most countries in Asia had
recognized the importance of bio-energy and
developed policies to use its potential.
He
said
Malaysia,
Philippines,
Singapore and Indonesia had work-able biofuel policies which PNG should adopt. (The
National Weekend, Papua New Guinea, 17-19
October 2014)
U.S. BIODIESEL INDUSTRY CHALLENGES
EU TRADE DUTIES
The National Biodiesel Board (NBB)
filed
comments
with
the
European
Commission challenging unfair trade duties
that have blocked U.S. biodiesel from being
exported to Europe since 2009. NBB urged
the commission to allow duties on U.S.
biodiesel to expire this year as scheduled,
citing overwhelming evidence that global trade
for biodiesel has changed dramatically since
the duties were imposed and that continuing
the duties is protectionist and unnecessary.
Among the points highlighted in NBB’s
filing last month were: 1) U.S. imports of
biodiesel from the EU have grown in recent
years while EU imports of U.S. biodiesel have
been virtually eliminated; 2) The U.S.
biodiesel tax incentive, which was the primary
basis for EU’s initial trade duties, is currently
not in effect and has not been in effect for
three of the past five years;
3) Because it is structured as a
blender’s incentive, the U.S. biodiesel tax
incentive is available to European producers,
when it is in effect, in the same way it is
available to U.S. producers. Additionally,
European imports to the U.S. can qualify for
the RFS, the policy that requires specific
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volumes of renewable fuels to be blended into
the U.S. fuel supply; 4) The U.S. biodiesel
market has evolved significantly since 2009
and, with required volumes under the RFS
creating a strong and growing domestic
market, it is unlikely that eliminating the trade
barriers would lead to a flood of U.S. biodiesel
exports to Europe. (UCAP Bulletin)

OTHER VEGEOIL NEWS
INDIA’S VEGETABLE OIL IMPORTS HIKED
IN SEPTEMBER
The Solvent Extractors’ Association of
India (SEA) said the country’s import of
vegetable oils in September jumped by 21
percent to 1,047,620 MT compared with
863,917 MT in September 2013. The import
consisted of 1,018,767 MT of edible oils and
28,853 MT of non-edible oils.
“Import of crude palm oil (CPO) is
continuously on the uptrend, amid the nil
export duty on palm products announced by
Malaysia for two months effective September
1, 2014 and nil duty by Indonesia effective
Oct.1, 2014”, the association said. It said the
cumulative palm products import for the
November 2013 to September 2014 period
touched 7.1 million MT, where soft oils share
increased to 32 percent compared with 20
percent last year.
Meanwhile, SEA said the government
should hike import duty on vegetable oils to
curb cheap imports and protect local oilseed
farmers. The rise in palm oil imports has
resulted in increased downward pressure on
local prices of vegetable oils and oilseeds
during peak kharif harvesting season, SEA
said in a statement. “There is urgent need to
support farmers by increasing import duty on
crude vegetable oils from 2.5 percent to 10
percent and refined oils from 10 percent to 25
percent, the only viable option”, it added.
(UCAP Bulletin)

INDONESIA TO KEEP CPO EXPORT TAX
ZERO IN NOVEMBER
A recent report from the Jakarta Post
said Indonesia is expected to keep its export
tax on crude palm oil (CPO) at zero for a
second month in November, industry sources
said, as the top producer strives to remain
competitive with rival grower Malaysia, which
has also removed the tax. Benchmark CPO
prices have dropped almost 20 percent this
year and hit a 5 and a half year low of 1,914
Malaysian ringgit (US$586) a ton last month in
an oversupplied market. To give the market a
boost, Malaysia exempted the commodity
from export taxes from September until the
end of December.
Indonesia followed by slashing its
monthly CPO export tax to zero for October
from 9 percent in September and this is now
likely to be extended into November, said
Steaven Halim, an official at the Indonesian
Palm Oil Association. If international CPO
prices drop below $750 a ton, the Indonesian
export tax is automatically cut to zero, and
Halim said he was confident the price would
not be higher than that. Indonesia’s
government looks at average international
and domestic CPO prices before announcing
its monthly CPO export tax rates. The
decision on November is due in the final week
of
October.
(UCAP
Bulletin)
MALAYSIA HOPES TO DOUBLE PALM OIL
OUTPUT BY 2020
A Malaysian Minister said the country
hopes to double its palm oil production by
2020 without having to dedicate more land to
oil palm plants. The objective was part of the
Malaysia’s
economic
transformation
programme which aimed at achieving high
income status, comparable with Western
countries.
Kalanithi Nesaretnam of the Malaysian
Palm Oil Board (MPOB) believed there was
demand for significantly increased production.
“In 2013 the demand overtook supply.
Currently there are seven billion people in the
world and we believe that by 2030 there will
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be nine billion so there is a place for all
vegetable oils to increase the production so
that we can keep up with the demand”,
Nesaretnam said adding that innovation was
vital in achieving higher efficiency and
maximizing new growth. Innovations proposed
by MPOB included accelerated replanting
through mechanization and automation,
helping smallholders replanting with better
materials so that they can achieve higher
yields as well as increasing fresh fruit bunch
yield and increasing the extraction rate.
(UCAP Bulletin)
CARGILL,
TFT
PARTNERSHIP
ADVANCE SUSTAINABLE PALM OIL

TO

Taking an important step forward in its
commitment to sustainable palm oil, Cargill is
becoming a member of The Forest Trust
(TFT), the international non-governmental
organization that partners with companies to
build responsible supply chains. “We are
proud of the work we’ve done with TFT over
the last year and very pleased to become a
member,” said Cargill’s Vice Chairman Paul
Conway. “TFT has been instrumental in
helping us get the work done that laid the
foundation for the new palm oil policy we
launched earlier this year. We are now looking
forward to continuing the effort and applying
the knowledge we’ve developed in other
locations.”
Palm oil plays an important role in
feeding a growing world population. It is the
highest yielding edible oil crop, using less land
per ton produced than any other vegetable oil.
Millions of people rely on it to feed their
families. “We are convinced their needs can
be met, while at the same time conserving
biodiversity, reducing greenhouse gases,
improving people’s livelihoods and ensuring
food security,” Conway said.
In the recent past, Cargill has taken
several
steps
towards
building
environmentally
sustainable,
socially
responsible practices in its palm oil business.
With the help of TFT, the company has
mapped the full supply chain of its Malaysian
palm oil refineries to the individual mill. Cargill

can now offer its customers 1 million tons of
traceable palm oil from its own refineries and
is continuing its efforts to map third-party
suppliers in Indonesia and Malaysia. (UCAP
Bulletin)
CCC: CANOLA OIL ON TRACK FOR
TARIFF FREE ACCESS TO EU
The Canadian canola industry is
optimistic that the formal end of negotiations
for the Canada-Europe Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA)
means that the canola industry will soon reap
the benefits of the agreement. Prime Minister
Harper and José Manuel Barroso, president of
the European Commission, signed a formal
declaration marking the end of negotiations at
the Canada-EU Summit in Ottawa.
The Canola Council of Canada (CCC)
sees two main benefits from the agreement:
(1) elimination of oil tariffs, and (2) provisions
to reduce biotechnology-related nontariff
barriers. “Tariffs on canola oil entering the EU
will be eliminated immediately upon
implementation, which is expected in early
2016,” says CCC President Patti Miller. “In
addition to tariff free access, our industry is
also encouraged by commitments to find
solutions to trade uncertainty and disruption
related to biotechnology,” says Miller.
A biotechnology working group will be
tasked under the CETA to address the
timeliness of approvals for genetically
engineered products, science-based policy,
and development of low level presence policy.
With 90 percent of canola production exported
as seed, oil or meal, creating a stable and
open trade environment is a priority of the
canola industry’s strategic plan, Keep it
Coming 2025, to ensure the canola industry’s
continued growth, demand, stability and
success. Improving market access through
free trade agreements is one way the CCC is
working towards this goal.
HONG KONG BANS EDIBLE OIL IMPORTS
FROM TAIWAN
Hong Kong government has banned the
import of all edible oils from Taiwan and
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ordered a product recall. The Centre for Food
Safety included plant edible oil in the
restriction list after assessing Taiwan
investigations into substandard edible oil. The
centre said three more companies have
imported lard or lard products from Taiwan –
Hengxing Food (HK), Teamon Products, and
Wah Wai Enterprise Company. A number of
retail chains, including AEON Stores,
PARKnSHOP, Wellcome and 759STORE
have stopped selling food products suspected
to be made of edible oil of animal origin and
have notified the centre. (UCAP Bulletin)
TAIWAN
VEGETABLE
MANUFACTURERS
GROUP
SWITCH TO VEGETABLE OIL

OIL
URGES

Vegetable oil makers in the country
advised the public to use their products in
place of lard oil and consume more home
cooked meals while the nation weathers the
current food safety crisis. Hung Yaokun,
chairman of the Taiwan Vegetable Oil
Manufacturers Association and Fwusow
Industry Co., recently stated that unscruplous
businesses are motivated by the allure of
profits, leading to numerous unlawful cost
cutting practices such as adding harmful
additives. Hung held a press conference with
a number of Taiwanese vegetable oil makers
to publicly pledge that they will uphold the
government’s guidelines and not employ
harmful additives or feed and industrial grade
ingredients.
Hung noted that unlike the latest lard oil
scandal, product standards of Taiwan’s
vegetable oil supply chain are backed by
extensive import documentation. Taiwan
vegetable oil makers import about 2.5 Million
tons of soybeans yearly, with 18 percent, or
400,000 tons, allocated toward the production
of soybean cooking oil. Hung emphasized that
food safety standards of Taiwan made
vegetable oil products are ensured by the fact
that soybeans, the main ingredients, are
imported from certified suppliers abroad,
representing a viable, trusted and locally
made replacement for the nation’s cooking
needs.

Hung urged commercial operators
including street food vendors, bakeries and
food companies to adopt vegetable oil as a
replacement for lard oil, while suggesting that
they choose variants with higher heat
tolerance for high temperature cooking
processes, and higher saturated fat content
such as palm oil in place of lard oil. According
to Hung, vegetable oils are utilized by 80 or
90 percent of local households. (UCAP
Bulletin)
HERSHEY BARES
SOURCING POLICY

NEW

PALM

OIL

The Hershey Co. announced a new
palm oil sourcing policy that updates and
strengthens its commitment to source 100
percent traceable and responsible palm oil, a
commitment the company announced in
December 2013. The comprehensive sourcing
policy details the requirements to which all
suppliers in the company’s palm oil supply
chain will be held accountable. In addition to
provisions that protect against deforestation,
preserve native species’ habitats and protect
the environment, the new sourcing policy also
provides details on labor and human rights
protections and the inclusion of smallholder
palm farmers in the supply chain.
To help trace its palm oil supply chain
and safeguard supplier adherence to the
company’s new palm oil sourcing policy,
Hershey has become a member of The Forest
Trust (TFT). TFT will bring an important
perspective and expertise to review and
evaluate the Hershey palm oil supply chain
and help the company make adjustments to
achieve its progressive objectives. TFT is a
respected global non-profit organization that
works with companies to help transform the
way they source their products.
The Hershey Co. is working towards
establishing the best path forward to a
sustained, traceable, responsible palm oil
supply chain, and expects to achieve
traceability to the mill level by first quarter
2015. From there, the company will use this
information to assess which suppliers present
the highest risk for engaging in deforestation.
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Hershey will require that these suppliers
commit
to
implementing
responsible
expansion procedures to the plantation level
in 2016. The new policy reflects a synthesis of
many stakeholders’ points of view and
addresses the most important concerns in
palm oil sourcing. (UCAP Bulletin)

DID YOU KNOW…….

the primary fuel source for the energy-hungry
brain is glucose, when insulin resistance and
suboptimal metabolism (hypometabolism)
develops in the brain, both the brain’s
structure and function are compromised.
Ketone bodies provide a much needed
alternative fuel source to glucose that can
recharge metabolic processes within the
brain, resulting in almost immediate
improvement in cognitive function. (Deccan
Chronicle Indian Newspaper)

COCONUT OIL ANTIDOTE FOR MEMORY
LOSS!
A study has found that medium chain
triglycerides (MCTs), the primary type of fat
found in coconut oil can boost brain functions
of people suffering from disorders as serious
as Alzheimer’s. According to a report in the
latest edition of Indian Coconut Journal (ICJ),
a mouthpiece of the Coconut Development
Board, a single dose of as little as 40 ml (2.7
table spoons) coconut oil can cause an almost
immediate
improvement
in
cognitive
performance in such patients.
The ICJ report was based on a paper
published in the international journal,
Neurobiology of Aging. The study involved 20
subjects with Alzheimer’s disease or mild
cognitive impairment, who on separate days
were given either emulsified MCTs (40 ml
coconut oil blended with 152 ml heavy
whipping cream to create the sample) or a
placebo. Subsequent cognitive tests on the
subjects revealed that those who took the
MCTs had improved their performance.
The research was also sparked by the
five-year efforts of US-based Dr. Mary
Newport, who claimed that she began seeing
improvements in her husband’s Alzheimer’s
after she started giving him four teaspoons of
coconut oil per day. According to some
scientists, coconut oil is a source of food that
the body can easily convert into ketones,
identified as possible alternative to glucose as
brain fuel.
Their explanation is rooted in the unique
metabolic needs of the brain and in the
configuration of MCTs them-selves. Whereas

COCONUT RECIPE
“Shrimp in Coconut Milk”
Ingredients:
-

2 tbsp cooking oil
3 cloves garlic, minced
1 medium-size onion, chopped
1 tsp freshly grated ginger
2 cups thin coconut milk
1/3 tsp black pepper, ground
1 tsp salt
1 kg medium-size prawns
½ cup thick coconut milk
2 chillies

Preparation:
1.

Saute garlic, onion and ginger. Add thin
coconut milk and season with black
pepper and salt.

2.

Stir in prawns and continue cooking until
liquid is reduced to half.

3.

Add thick coconut milk and bring to a
boil. Add chillies at the last minute.
Makes 6 servings. (Coconut Based
Recipes
from
India,
Indonesia,
Philippines, and Thailand)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES


COCONUT TRIMMING MACHINE
We are a professional researcher and
manufacturer of coconut peeling
machine. We have invented a brand ew
tender coconut trimming machine, which
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totally different than form machines. The
coconut peeler can trim the green young
coconut to diamond shape very fast,
around 10seconds per piece, it can
word 24 hours a day. We believe this
machine would improve the efficiency of
coconut processing, and decrease the
difficulty of labor work, at the same time,
the consumers would eat the safe
processed tender coconut. For interest
parties please contact:
Ms. Nelly Sun
Manager of Exporting Department
Blu International Group Co., Ltd
Focus in Coconut processing machine
Skype: nelly-huan
Mobile: 1360246823, 13602468232
Tel: 0086 (0)20 37023732
Email: nellysun@gmail.com


VIRGIN COCONUT OIL
We are seeking quality suppliers of
Organic Virgin Coconut Oil from
Indonesia. I currently buy from the
largest firms in the Philippines and Sri
Lanka but would like assistance finding
quality Indonesian plants. For interest
parties please contact:

Mr. Randy Petersen
General Manager
Bridgewell Food & Agriculture
12420 SE Carpenter Dr
Clackamas, OR 97015
USA
Tel: 503-7421167; 866-9441167
Mobile: 503-8585782
Fax: 503-7235455
Email: rpetersen@bridgewellres.com
Skype: rwpetersen
Website: http://www.bridgewellfood.com


DESICCATED COCONUT
We are one of the major import and
export agents based in Kerala, India is
now looking for high fat and fine grade
desiccated coconut in different packing
for Middle East and European market.
For details kindly contact us through:
Mr. Philip Yohannan
South Land Impex Agencies
Star Building, Kundara, Kollam
Kerala, India-691543
Tel.: +91-474-262092
Email: southlandagency@gmail.com
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STATISTICS
Table 1
SRI LANKA: Exports of Mattress, Bristle and Twisted Fibers, 2012-2014
(In MT)
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
TOTAL
Average

Mattress Fiber

Bristle Fiber

Twisted Fiber

2012
5,424
5,641
6,501
4,172
3,674
7,836
6,105
4,685
4,530
2,941
3,894
2,521

2013
2,548
3,678
5,028
4,494
3,921
3,989
4,799
5,370
3,384
6,216
6,219
3,496

2014
3,838
4,449
5,730
4,283
2,785
2,759
3,309

2012
564
696
822
435
313
974
669
666
648
526
673
1,174

2013
317
605
1,346
697
485
388
743
717
1,048
1,544
1,314
1,047

2014
1,045
1,050
1,520
1,144
1,608
1,487
2,086

2012
3,417
3,730
3,659
1,861
2,454
5,600
3,527
3,199
4,562
4,096
4,154
4,860

2013
2,540
3,912
3,598
3,687
3,190
2,204
3,433
5,100
3,446
3,365
3,918
3,013

2014
4,039
5,729
6,108
4,741
6,118
6,577
9,047

57,924

53,142

27,153

8,160

9,204

9,940

45,119

41,406

42,359

4,827

4,429

3,879

680

854

1,420

3,760

3,451

6,051

Source: Coconut Development Authority
Table 2
SRI LANKA: Monthly Export Prices of Mattress, Bristle and Twisted Fibers,
2012-2014 (US$/MT, FOB Colombo)
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Average

Mattress Fiber

Bristle Fiber

Twisted Fiber

2012
405
382
338
331
340
330
368
333
501
320
339
327

2013
312
332
321
324
320
363
328
303
299
287
302
242

2014
319
278
316
329
395
412
428

2012
646
724
633
749
606
624
598
722
549
660
535
448

2013
562
563
407
448
643
539
523
482
473
386
380
390

2014
442
410
383
421
363
349
359

2012
508
427
436
460
459
429
404
364
387
379
371
389

2013
428
358
362
358
414
408
350
325
358
405
397
332

2014
772
354
387
396
400
395
367

360

311

354

625

483

390

418

375

439

Source: Coconut Development Authority
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Table 3
SRI LANKA: Exports of Yarn, Twine and Pith, 2012-2014
(In MT)
Month

Coir Yarn

Coir Twine

Fiber Pith

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

2012
51
69
38
58
42
107
144
105
145
108
68
91

2012
73
44
92
176
46
186
245
438
177
103
174
248

2014
115
194
245
210
311
275
99

2012
804
740
847
404
467
901
607
566
647
380
370
415

2013
297
747
528
402
469
262
336
318
478
553
541
797

2014
524
718
740
605
1,066
750
663

2012
10,183
11,591
11,431
7,690
10,224
15,976
9,621
9,699
12,408
13,376
11,309
9,986

2013
6,804
12,895
13,510
10,547
13,150
10,755
12,417
12,848
13,081
15,399
11,880
10,625

2014
13,794
14,095
17,442
12,312
15,687
13,626
14,059

TOTAL

1,026

2,002

1,449

7,148

5,728

5,066

133,494

143,911

101,015

86

167

207

596

477

724

11,125

11,993

14,431

Average

Source: Coconut Development Authority

Table 4
SRI LANKA: Monthly Export Prices of Yarn, Twine and Pith, 2012-2014
(In US$/MT, FOB Colombo)
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Average

Coir Yarn

Coir Twine

2012
1,005
926
905
1,029
723
1,231
1,005
1,059
1,218
420
782
936

2013
770
1,012
666
675
1,306
855
817
615
648
658
568
562

2014
639
651
661
943
727
918
816

2012
1,127
1,104
1,105
1,209
1,431
1,094
997
1,106
1,134
1,297
1,143
1,119

2013
932
1,139
1,018
708
1,106
1,123
1,044
1004
792
843
866
920

937

763

765

1,156

958

Fiber Pith
2014
985
512
545
533
624
727
790

2012
283
280
288
295
318
318
331
313
319
312
310
303

2014
303
305
299
320
322
334
319
307
320
325
322
298

2014
303
285
292
290
311
346
343

674

306

315

310

Source: Coconut Development Authority
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