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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SPEAKS ……………………………………...
“Feasibility and Sustainability of Coconut Processing Business Ventures”

O

n May 15-17, 2013, the Association of Regency Governments in Indonesia
held an International Trade and Investment Summit to boost investments and
trade in agriculture, fisheries and other sectors (please see article on page 7).
This event was meant to boost investment, enhance trade (both domestic and
export) improve and sustain the economic growth of the regencies, provinces and
the country as a whole.
On March 21-23, 2013, the Philippine Coconut Authority, Department of Agriculture and the
Philippine Department of Trade and Industry had also conducted a National Coco Coir Summit to
promote and encourage investments in the coconut coir sector to advance the growth of the
industry and enable economic development as well as achieve inclusive growth and poverty
reduction in the countryside.
A similar undertaking was held in India when the Coir Board of India held the Coir Kerala
India Expo 2013 in February to promote investments and trade to ensure that the maximum benefit
should go to the coir cooperatives and other coconut farmers’ groups in the countryside.
It is therefore recognized that growth in the agricultural sector, particularly in the coconut
sector must be market driven. And in countries with high population and consumption base, the
market potential can be within the country and in the world market.
While agricultural growth requires an increase in farm productivity and a much more dynamic
marketing and trade sectors, adequate incentives to add value to existing products must be
provided to ensure profitability and increase incomes of those involved. In the case of the coconut
sector, various coconut products and by-products have now been developed and have
successfully entered the mainstream market. These products include virgin coconut oil, packaged
coconut water, coconut sap sugar (including sugar from coconut shell), coconut flour, coconut
husk and shell products plus others non-traditional coconut products like coconut oleochemicals,
coconut-based biofuel and others.
Promoting value-added marketable products from the coconut should help ensure that
subsistence and food security are not sacrificed in the drive for economic growth. Developing the
domestic market while at the same time maximizing opportunities in the export market should
ensure strong backward linkages to the rural communities who have the resources to produce
them
However, it must be noted that adding value to a product or investing in a coconut
processing venture does not always guarantee additional profit as adding value also increase cost.
Marketing and the movement of processed products to the consumers also entails transport and
shipping cost.
Therefore, a careful market and cost benefit analysis or a thorough project feasibility study
considering all the factors like the location of the project, availability of infrastructures (roads,
shipping ports, electricity, water, etc), skilled labor, management, technical knowledge and skills,
etc must be done and should precede any business venture to ensure profitability and
sustainability of the coconut processing enterprises.

ROMULO N. ARANCON, JR.
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PREVAILING MARKET PRICES OF SELECTED COCONUT
PRODUCTS AND OILS

Price of DC increase while prices of CNO
decrease in the Philippines and Copra are
varied in Different Countries.
COPRA: The price of copra in Indonesia
(Surabaya) was US$478 in May, lower than
last month’s price of US$482/MT which is
lower than 2013 average price of US$490.
When compared to last year’s data for the
same month, the average price of copra has
decreased by 24.1%.
In the domestic market of the Philippines
(Manila), the average copra price was at
US$461/MT. The price decrease by 2% over
the price in April 2013 and about 24.2%
lower when compared to the price of
US$695/MT in May 2012. In the Philippines,
out of the eight copra market centers, the
highest price at US$465/MT was recorded in
Quezon, and the lowest price at US$320/MT
was in N. Mindanao.
COCONUT OIL: The average price of
coconut oil in Europe (C.I.F. Rotterdam) for
the month of May 2013 increased by US$18
to US$818/MT from US$800/MT in April
2013. This price is lower by 36.6% when
compared with the price in May 2012. The
average price of May 2013 is still lower than
the average price of 2013 which is US$831
per MT.

COPRA MEAL: The average domestic price
of the commodity in the Philippines at selling
points was quoted at US$163/MT. The price
was US$40 lower than price of the same
month last year.
DESICCATED COCONUT: The average
price of desiccated coconut (DC) FOB
Manila, Philippines in May 2013 was
US$1,771/MT. This price was US$24 higher
than that of the previous month’s price and
US$173 lower than the price of the same
month last year. In Sri Lanka, the domestic
price of desiccated coconut in May 2013
was US$1,882/MT or US$131 higher than
the price in April 2013. Meanwhile, the price
of DC in the domestic market in the
Philippines was US$1,776/MT, which was
US$24 higher than the previous month’s
price at US$1,752/MT and US$172 lower
than the price in the same month last year.
Indonesian price
was
US$1,554/MT,
increased by US$35 from last month’s, and
increase by US$4 from last year’s price.

The average local price of coconut oil in the
Philippines in May 2013 was US$789/MT.
This was US$3 lower than the price in April
2013, and it was US$9 lower if compared to
the average price in 2013 at US$798.

COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL: In the
Philippines, the average price of coconut
shell charcoal was US$360 for May 2013.
Meanwhile, in Sri Lanka, the average price
of the commodity in May 2013 was
US$358/MT. The average price of charcoal
in Indonesia for May 2013 was US$368/MT,
which was US$43 higher than last year’s
price for the same month.

The average domestic price of coconut oil in
Indonesia in May 2013 decreased to
US$785/MT from US$806/MT in April 2013.
May 2013 price was 20% lower than price of
May 2012 which was US$1,027/MT.

COIR FIBRE: Coir fiber traded in the
domestic market in Sri Lanka was priced at
US$127/MT for mix fiber and US$434 - 638
for bristle. The Indonesian price for mattress
(mixed) fiber was US$285/MT in May 2013.
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Prices of Coconut Products and Selected Oils (US$/MT)
Products/Country

Fresh Coconut
Philippines (Dom. Husked)
Copra
Philippines/Indonesia (CIF Europe)
Philippines (Dom. Manila)
Indonesia (Dom. Java)
India (Dom. Kerala)
Coconut Oil
Philippines (CIF Rott.)
Philippines (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
India (Domestic), Kerala
Desiccated Coconut
Philippines FOB (US), Sellers
Philippines (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
India (Domestic, Delhi)
Copra Meal Exp. Pel.
Philippines/Indonesia (CIF Rott.)
Philippines (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Coconut Shell Charcoal
Philippines (Domestic), Visayas, Buyer
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic) Manado, Buyer
Coir Fibre
Sri Lanka (Mattress/Short fibre)
Sri Lanka (Bristle 1 tie)
Sri Lanka (Bristle 2 tie)
India (Geo Textile)
Indonesia (Mixed Raw fibre)
Other Oils
Palm Kernel Oil Malaysia/Indonesia
(CIF Rott.)
Palm Oil, Malaysia/Indonesia (CIF Rott.)
Soybean Oil, (Europe FOB Ex mill)
Palm Kernel Oil, RBD (CIF NY)

2013
May

2013
Apr.

2012
May

(Annual Ave.)

123

131

159

126

541
461
478
800

528
471
482
848

774
695
630
676

533
475
490
822

818
789
785
1,916
1,116

800
792
806
1,962
1,189

1,290
1,113
1,027
1,600
1,175

831
798
805
1,878
1,239

1,771
1,776
1,882
1,554
1,671

1,747
1,752
1,751
1,519
n.q.

1,944
1,948
1,457
1,550
1,729

1,726
1,721
1,670
1,471
1,643

163
163
361
211

n.q.
145
347
204

n.q.
203
240
175

n.q.
156
304
204

360
358
368

343
346
348

337
340
325

349
338
358

127
434
638
1,113
285

123
436
655
1,106
293

143
486
610
1,400
300

140
479
656
1,079
309

818
838
1,083
848

828
843
1,101
839

1,350
1,142
1,170
1,400

822
838
1,129
832

Rate of Exchange:
May 30, 2013: 1US$= P41.635 or Indo.= Rp9,774 or
Euro= US$1.292
n.q.: not quoted

2013

India= Rs55.78 or SL= Rs126.375
n.a.: not available
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MARKET ANALYSIS OF DESICCATED COCONUT

Export performance of desiccated
coconut (DC) in 2012 from the main producing
countries such as the Philippines and Sri
Lanka decreased by 8% and 12.7%
respectively while Indonesia showed an
increase of 7.1% from 51,664 MT in 2011 to
55,347 MT in 2012. Indonesia export
experienced an increasing trend in the first
quarter then down in the second and third
quarter, it then recovered in the last quarter of
the 2012.The trend for Sri Lanka in 2011
showed a consistent increase of export
volume from January until December which
started from 2,385 MT in January and ended
at 5,227 MT in December 2011, on the
contrary the country showed a gradual
decrease for the same period in 2012 which
started at 4,056 MT in January 2012 to 2,448
MT in December 2012.
As of May 2013, the Philippine’s export
of DC was 44,227 MT or 18% higher than the
same month in 2012 at 43,450 MT. Sri Lanka
export for DC in January and February 2013
was low or only one third of the volume of the
same period in 2012. In January and
February, Sri Lanka’s export was only 1,168
MT and 1,984 MT respectively, much lower
when compared to the same period in 2013
which was 4,056 MT and 4,127 MT for
January and February respectively. In total for
the two months, Sri Lanka’s volume of export
was down by 38.5% from the previous year.
While for Indonesia, for the same period, the
volume of export showed a significant
increase of 26.5% from 9,700 MT in 2012 to
12,274 MT in 2013.
The Sri Lanka DC price F.O.B Colombo
increased since July 2012 until April 2013
from US$ 1,110/MT in July 2012 to US$
1,751/MT in April 2013 with an increasing rate
of 9.5%/month. In 2013 the trend showed an
increase in the first quarter from US$1,467/MT

in January to US$1,773/MT in March, the
price then slightly went down to US$
1,751/MT or by 1.2% in April 2013. The trend
is also the same with the Philippines, the price
increase from the lowest in 2012 which was
US$1,490/MT on July 2012 to US$1,751/MT
in April 2013. A slight decrease was also
noted from US$1,781/MT in March 2013 to
April 2013. Indonesia also experienced the
same trend for the observed period, it also
recorded the lowest price in July 2012 which
was at US$ 1,150/MT then slightly recovered
to US$ 1,519/MT in April 2013 with an
average increasing rate of 7%/month. Though
Indonesia experienced the same trend, the
country has the lowest average price for the
observed period while the Philippines enjoyed
the premium price among the three countries.
The Philippines has a better average price of
US$1,704/MT, followed by Sri Lanka which
was 15.8% lower at 1,435 US$/MT then
Indonesia
recorded
the
lowest
at
US$1,360/MT. All the three prices are 20-25%
lower than the three years average price
recorded for each country.
The export volume of Desiccated
Coconut from coconut producing countries are
affected by different factors such as the
different buying price by the importing
countries. USA and Europe market offer a
better price than in Middle East countries. The
Philippines for example, enjoy premium export
price by exporting 61% of the country’s
desiccated coconut to USA and European
market. It is known that higher buying price
also requires higher standard of quality of
desiccated coconut and vice versa. The other
factors is stricter food safety quality standards
implied by importing countries. New Zealand
for example emphasizes on Salmonella free
on DC and requires the exporters to have a
certificate from recognized institutes such as
from the Philippines Coconut Authority and
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the Department of Scientific Services,
Institute of Science and Forensic Medicine
Singapore stating that the DC exported has
no Salmonella.

Colombia, Argentina, and Mexico are the
growing market for DC from Sri Lanka
including Egypt, South Africa, Sudan and
Australia.

Sri Lanka sold its desiccated coconut to
the overseas market at 40,224 tons in 2012
which is a decrease of 12.1% from 45,761 in
the previous year. The export mainly went to
the Middle East and Asian markets. The
market share for these regions is 45.1% of the
total export. The United Arab Emirates (Dubai)
is the main hub in the Middle East with total
import at 4,545 tons followed by Saudi Arabia
at 3,588 tons then Jordan at 2,687 tons, Iran
at 2,234 tons and Kuwait at 550 tons. In the
Asian market, Pakistan is the largest buyer at
2,946 tons. Other 10 countries in these
regions took the market share of 144 tons.
The EU market was the second largest export
destination of DC from Sri Lanka with a share
of 25.1%. Spain, Germany, France, Portugal,
United Kingdom, Italy, Ireland, Netherlands,
Greece and Belgium were the main buying
countries. The USA, Brazil, Chile, Uruguay,

The Philippines exported 100,238 MT of
DC from January to December 2012
compared to 108,867 MT for the same period
last year. This is the lowest volume of export
in the last six years. The highest was in 2008
which was 142,626 MT. The average
Philippines export volume is 118,159 MT of
DC annually from 2007-2012. The EU market
had the biggest share of total export volume at
44%. It was followed by the North American
market with 30.3% share where the USA and
Canada were the main destinations. The
annual market share of DC from the
Philippines to the USA and Canada ranged
from 34,645 tons to 42,232 tons in the last five
years, which was about one-third of the total
export. The countries in Asia and Pacific
region such as Australia, Japan, Taiwan,
Singapore, and Korea had a market share of
27% of the total export.

Monthly Export Price of Desiccated Coconut 2010 - 2013 (US$)

COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLIII NO. 5, 1 June 2013

Page: 7

COMMUNITY NEWS
INDONESIA
HELD
INTERNATIONAL
TRADE AND INVESTMENT SUMMIT 2013
The AITIS (APKASI International Trade
& Investment Summit) 2013 was organized by
the APKASI (Association of All-Indonesian
Regency Governments) consisting of 406
Regency Governments in the country. The
AITIS 2013 was held at the Jakarta
International Expo (JIE) on 15-17 May 2013.
This event was intended to boost trade
and investments in Agriculture, Fisheries,
Mining, Tourism and other sectors in the
Regencies which would eventually improve
economic condition and community well
being. Various products from APKASI
members were showcased during this event.
The Coordinating Minister for Economic
Affairs, Government of Indonesia, Mr. Hatta
Rajasa who officially opened the AITIS 2013
reiterated that the event was in line with the
government’s effort to sustain the economic
growth of the country.
In this occasion the APCC Executive
Director, Mr. Romulo N. Arancon, Jr. was
invited to present a paper on The Business
Prospects on Coconut. In his presentation,
Mr. Arancon highlighted the current status of
the world coconut industry and discussed the
productivity levels as well as the factors
affecting coconut production, the supply and
demand of the various coconut products
consumed in the domestic and export
markets. He also highlighted the coconut
products that have entered the mainstream
markets in the USA and Europe e.g. virgin
coconut oil, packaged coconut water, coconut
milk beverage, coconut-based yoghurt and
others. Mr. Arancon also indicated that there
are good business prospects for various high
value added coconut products in Indonesia
including coconut shell charcoal-based
activated carbon, and coconut fiber products
in Indonesia.

The other speakers in the Agriculture
Sector
Investment
Forum
were
the
Ambassador of China to Indonesia, the
Executive Director, Mr. Fadil Hasan of GAPKI
(Indonesian Palm Oil Association), and the
Chairman of the Indonesian Cacao Growers
and Exporters Association, Mr. Zulhefi
Sikumbang, the Bupati of the Province
Lampung - the Honorable Aries Sandi Darma
Putra, the Bupati of the Kabupaten Siak - the
Honorable Syamsuar, and many others.
COCONUT
HYBBRID
VARIEITES
DISPLAYED AT THE HORTI ASIA 2013 IN
BANGKOK
HORTI ASIA 2013 exhibition was held
at Bangkok International Trade and Exhibition
Centre (BITEC) on 9-11 May 2013. This event
was organized by Horticultural Science
Society of Thailand in cooperation with Dept.
of Agriculture (DOA), Dept. of Agriculture
Extension, Universities, Research Institutes,
and Private sectors e.g. VNU Exhibition Asia
Pacific Co., Ltd.
In this event, the registered local
coconut from Koh Pha Ngan and
recommended hybrid coconut varieties of
DOA were displayed in the exhibition area of
DAO in this event while the dissemination of
information and technology of coconut was
presented by the technical officers from
Chumphon Horticultural Research Centre.
The Deputy Director General of DOA, Dr.
Suwit Chaikiattiyos welcomed the Minister for
Agriculture and Cooperatives, Mr. Yukol
Limlamthong and briefed on the DOA
achievement and progress on Horticulture
R&D.
In line with the HORTI ASIA 2013, there
was annual conference of the horticulturists/
researchers called the 12th Horticultural
Congress which held in under the theme “The
AEC and Thai horticultural crops.” The
Minister in his inaugural speech said that
Thailand has an advantage in planting
horticultural crops, which will be beneficial for
the coming ASEAN Economic Community
(AEC). He emphasized the importance of
researches on plant breeding development.

COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLIII NO. 5, 1 June 2013

Page: 8
According to him, Thai horticultural plants
have been generating sizable revenue for
Thailand. In 2011, the country exported 42
billion baht worth of vegetable, 38 billion baht
worth of fruit, 4 billion baht worth of decorative
plants, and another 4 billion baht worth of
plant seeds to several countries including
China, Japanese, Britain, and the US. In
order to enter the ASEAN Community,
member countries will be required to lower
import tariffs and raise product safety
standards. The requirements, according to the
Minister, are advantageous to Thailand, given
its standards and product safety measures.
However, we must improve its method in plant
breeding based on the changing climate.
Moreover, Thailand must also contribute to
human development for its farmers and
officials. 134 topics were presented in the
event, which was attended by over 300
participants.
STATE UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES TO
SUPPLY SEEDLINGS TO PCA FOR COCO
REPLANTING PROGRAM - PHILIPPINES
Eleven State Universities and Colleges
(SUCs) have agreed to provide the Philippine
Coconut Authority (PCA) with seedlings for its
coconut replanting program from 2013. Under
a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with
PCA, the SUCs committed to make their
campuses as frontline nurseries and to deliver
good quality seedlings to be purchased by
PCA. Technical assistance on seednut
selection, establishment and maintenance of
the coconut nurseries will be provided by
PCA.
The SUCs include Cagayan State
University which agreed to supply the PCA
300,000 coconut seedlings, Romblon State
University with 15,000, Ifugao State University
with 100,000, Southern Luzon State University
with 200,000, Sindangan National Agricultural
School with 50,000, Bicol University with
60,000, Jose Rizal Memorial State University
with 50,000.
PCA said a school that sells 100,000
seedlings may earn P1.5 million pesos every
six months, part of which may be used to put
up scholarships for poor but deserving

students. “Our only request to these schools is
to use part of the proceeds for scholarships of
poor but deserving students to avoid another
Kristel
Tejada
tragedy,”
said
PCA
Administrator Euclides G. Forbes, referring to
a student of the University of the Philippines
Manila who committed suicide because she
was not able to pay her tuition fee.
DUTCH GROUP PLANS TO EXPAND COCO
COIR PROJECT IN THE PHILIPPINES
The Van der Knaap Group of
Companies has disclosed plans to expand its
business in processing and marketing of coco
peat from coconut husks into high value
horticultural substrates in the Philippines for
export. “We see the market growing and we
will support the growth,” said Dinesh
Fernando, Sri Lanka Managing Director of
Euro Substrates (Pvt) Ltd. in an interview
during the recent National Coco Coir Summit
in Lucena City. Coco peat, also known as coir
dust, coir pith or coir fibre pith, comes from
coconut husks.
Euro Substrates is one of the
companies under Van der Knaap Group, the
Netherlands-based provider of sustainable
and high quality products and services in the
field of rooting and growing media for
horticulture worldwide. Van der Knaap Group
has over 30 years of experience, with turnover
of S$50 million and sales to over 50 countries
around the globe. Fernando said the firm is
currently establishing a company with an initial
investment of US$1 to 1.5 million in Mati,
Davao Oriental in Mindanao, Philippines.
Currently, he is arranging for his next visit with
Ron van der Knaap, Chief Executive Officer of
the Van der Knaap Group of Companies
based in the Netherlands, to the Philippines.
Two months from now, they plan to explore
business opportunities in Laguna and
Quezon. (UCAP Bulletin)
INDIA - KERALA TO PROMOTE NEERA AS
NON-ALCOHOLIC HEALTH DRINK
The Kerala Government will promote the
State's coconut sap drink "Neera" as a nonalcoholic health drink, Excise Minister K. Babu
said.
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An expert committee that studied the
potential of "Neera" submitted a report to the
Minister, who said the government will
certainly take a positive view of it.
Neera has a lot of body-building proteins
and, despite being sweet, can be consumed
even by diabetics. Neera turns into toddy after
it is fermented four hours after being taken
from the coconut tree and has an alcohol
content of five to eight per cent.
"Our only concern would be that the
present toddy industry and the employees in
the sector should have no problems, if Neera
production is taken up," Babu told reporters
here after receiving the report.
There are 29,536 toddy tappers in
Kerala. State Excise Commissioner Anil
Xavier said rules have to be amended and the
Abkari Act has to be revamped to promote
Neera.
"With the ASEAN agreement all set to be
in force from the April 1st next year, if our
Neera has to compete with similar products of
our neighbouring countries, then the sanction
has to come," said Xavier.
Kerala has 180 million coconut trees
and 93 of the 94 coconut-growing countries in
the world make Neera-type drinks. In
Thailand, a 330 ml can of coconut water is
sold at around Rs.160. "On an average, one
litre of Neera can be sold at Rs.100," said
V.K. Raju, a member of the committee and
Associate Director of Research at the Kerala
Agricultural University. He said it has been
found that from one coconut tree a farmer will
be able to generate a monthly income of
Rs.1,200.
"The recent state budget that was
presented has earmarked funds for setting up
of 10 plants that will process Neera," Raju
added. "The Coconut Development Board has
suggested that at the grassroot-level coconut
farmers should form cooperative societies and
at the next level there should be a federation
and at the district-level a new company should
be set up to take up production," said Xavier.
The report would now be placed before the

state
cabinet.
(http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com)
COCO
PRODUCTS
FROM
THE
PHILIPPINES SHOWN AT 2013 NATURAL
AND ORGANIC PRODUCTS EUROPE
EXPO
The Philippines took part at the recently
concluded 2013 Natural and Organic Products
Europe Expo held last April 7 - 8 in London,
England. The Expo is the leading European
show for natural and organic health, food, and
beauty product sectors. Thousands visited the
Philippine booth and orders were placed for
the many items on display. Among the
Philippine products on display at the Expo
were coconut products such as coconut water,
coconut cream, coconut milk, coconut oil,
coconut flour, coconut sugar, desiccated
coconut.
The Philippines’ participation in the
Expo was a project of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) in coordination with the
Philippine Trade and Investment Center
(PTIC)-London and the Philippine Embassy in
London. Organized by Diversified Business
Communications-United Kingdom (UK), the
17th annual Natural & Organic Products
Europe had a record breaking attendance of
8,810 industry professionals from 76
countries, confirming its position as the
leading European show for both the natural
and organic sectors. For over 15 years, the
show has helped thousands of companies
around the world set up distribution networks
and retail trades in the UK, Europe, and the
rest of the world. (UCAP Bulletin)
COCONUT IN WHITE HOUSE - A BLUE
PRINT FOR “AN AMERICA - BUILT TO
LAST”
Mr. Arun Subarmony, the founder
Chairman & CEO of Empereal Inc., a
Singapore based Corporation engaged in
producing power and desalinated water from
renewable energy sources, is a youngster
from the land of coconut in Kerala, India. Mr.
Arun was invited by White House Economic
Council to be a part of the Asian American
and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Forum, to
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participate in a very special round table
discussion with Senior Government officials to
discuss on a Blue print for “An America –
built to last”. The Blue Print for an ‘American
economy that is built to last’ was laid out by
President Barak Obama in his State of Union
address. The Blue print also envisaged an
economy built on American manufacturing,
American energy, skills for American workers
and renewal of American values. The
Administration sought the counsel of Mr. Arun
on the best course of action to be taken, in
order to further stimulate business and job
growth in the US. Mr. Arun and his fellow
invitees focused on the driving growth through
technology innovation and R&D in targeted
industries like IT, clean and renewable
energy, healthcare, and education sectors.
The President intends to keep moving
forward and rebuild an economy where hard
work pays off and responsibility is rewardedan economy rebuilt to last. Under the Agenda
‘Make the most of Americas Energy
resources’, responsible development of the
near 100 year supply of natural gas,
supporting more than 6,00,000 jobs while
ensuring public health and safety, incentivize
manufacturers to make energy upgrades,
saving $100 billion over the next decades,
creating clean energy jobs in the US are the
targeted areas.
A happy note – the round table set in
motion a series of efforts, initiatives and
programmes that will be continuously
monitored and managed over the next 6
months. The team will meet Obama’s Advisor
regularly to chart the course of action for the
next 4 years. Mr. Arun will be taking coconut
from his home land of Kerala to White House
as a source of energy. He will be presenting
the potential of coconut oil as a cultivable
source of energy as a measure to boost the
Energy resources of America.
The key areas where Empereal Inc., will
be associating are leveraging policies and
incentives to export biodiesel, Waste to
Energy Solutions and other Bio Energy
products in India, Middle East and South Asia.
(Indian Coconut Journal)

INDIA - REALIZING THE POTENTIAL OF
TENDER COCONUT MARKET
D. Gavaskar from Theni is a farmer cum
businessmen who has identified the vast
potential of tender coconut harvesting as well
as marketing. Gavaskar’s 10 acre coconut
garden is having 800 coconut palms of COD,
MYD, DXT and tall varieties. Like other
farmers of his area he prefers tender coconut
harvesting since it can be harvested at the
sixth month as well as the premium price it
fetches. From Theni district alone around
20,000 tender nuts are traded every day to
Chennai, Madurai, Trichy and Kerala. Along
with the tender nuts he is getting from his
gardens and is selling nearly 5000 nuts per
day. He is buying nuts @ Rs. 11-13 and is
selling @ Rs. 17. Gavaskar is available on
8675956968. (Indian Coconut Journal)
INDIA - FRIENDS OF COCONUT TREE
CROSSED 10,000
The Coconut Development Board has
provided FoCT training to 10,049 youths
including 512 ladies between the age group of
18-45 years on palm climbing. The Board is
targeting to give training to 15,000 people
over a period of two years and to create a
pool of trained personnel among the coconutgrowing states.
10,049 participants in 456 batches from
the states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and
Lakshadweep
attended
the
training
programme from 17th August 2011. This
project is an attempt of the Board to bring
back the lost glory of coconut sector. (Indian
Coconut Journal)
INDIA - KARNATAKA
RUNNING ON BIO FUEL

STATE

BUSES

Karnataka State Road Transport
Corporation which is having 7000 buses is
using 181.56 million liter high speed diesel
annually. The State Transport Corporation
started using diesel mixture with bio fuel with
the objective of reducing environment
pollution, increasing the fuel efficiency and for
reducing the carbon emission. Initially buses
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with bio fuels started service from
Doddaballpur and later on from 10 depots
from Mandya, Mysore and Kolar. Karnataka
State Transport Corporation could make a
profit of Rs.14.94 crore through the use of bio
fuels. Karnataka is now having around 500
buses running on bio fuels. Corporation is
getting ready for running all its buses on bio
fuel energy.
This is good model that can be followed
by Kerala and Tamil Nadu. By using coconut
oil as bio fuel, both the transport corporations
and the coconut farmers can have better
prospects. The Kerala State Road Transport
Corporation is having 6143 buses which
requires 4.3 lakh liter high speed diesel per
day. Since the price of diesel has increased
manifold. KSTRC is forced to meet the
additional expenditure of Rs.15 crore per
month.
We have never dreamt of coconut oil as
a bio fuel source saving our transport
corporations. Since the oil companies are now
selling diesel at non-subsidized rates to bulk
consumers like KSRTC, this is the right time
to think of alternatives like coconut oil as bio
fuel source to save the Road Transport
Corporation which is already running on heavy
loss. (Indian Coconut Journal)

MARKET NEWS
PHILIPPINE
COCONUT
PRODUCTS
EXPORT UP SHARPLY IN MARCH
Preliminary UCAP data show Philippine
export of coconut products in March shot up
146.5% year-on-year to 284,638 MT in copra
terms from 115,471 MT. The figure, the
highest since April 2006, likewise grew by the
same rate from prior month unofficial data at
115,446 MT, and vastly exceeded the monthly
average for 2012 at 127,636 MT by 123.0%.
All export products under review
registered massive year-on-year growth.
Coconut oil export at 167,574 MT soared
163.3% from 63,649 MT and came closer to
the most recent monthly high of 180,577 MT

in December 2005. The figure is 2.4 times the
monthly average load recorded in 2012 at
71,020 MT. Shipment of copra meal
skyrocketed 282.0% to 80,573 MT from
21,090 MT and bested the monthly average
export last year at 53,837 MT. Oleochemicals
export at 2,850 MT as copra nearly doubled
from previous year at 1,492 MT (+91.0%) and
exceeded the monthly average in 2012 at
2,129 MT. Outbound shipment of desiccated
coconut climbed 22.4% to 10,218 MT from
8,345 MT and outstripped the monthly
average last year at 8,240 MT. There was no
reported export of copra this month against 46
MT registered in same month last year.
The cumulative export figure for the first
quarter of 2013 at 593,035 MT was almost
twice the volume at the same time last year at
314,188 MT (+88.8%). Breakdown is as
follows, in MT: copra nil (255 last year),
coconut oil 341,927 (170,021), copra meal
183,004 (60,516), desiccated coconut 27,388
(26,472), oleochemicals as copra 7,950
(3,132). (UCAP Bulletin)
DESTINATIONS OF COCONUT OIL AND
COPRA MEAL EXPORTS IN MARCH
Europe remained a market leader in
coconut oil export trade with uptake in March
accounting for nearly one-half of total at
81,119 MT while the US came in a close
second with purchases of 73,105 MT
representing 43.6%. Of note is that respective
loaded volume bound for Europe and US
during the month surpassed the average
monthly shipment in 2012 of 71,202 MT.
Other importers of coconut oil were China with
9,000 MT, Japan 3,850 MT and Canada 500
MT with respective market shares of 5.4%,
2.3% and 0.3%.
Korea and Vietnam remained key
importers of copra meal with the former
responsible for 42.2% at 34,020 MT and the
latter 38.8% at 31,294 MT. China likewise
bought quite substantial volume at 11,035 MT
which comprised 13.7% of the pack while
Japan held the balance 4,224 MT or 5.2%.
(UCAP Bulletin)
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PERFORMANCE OF PHILIPPINE TOP NONTRADITIONAL COCO PRODUCTS EXPORT
IN JANUARY
Data from the Philippine Coconut
Authority show 10 nontraditional coconut
products generated export revenue of more
than USD100,000 during the month to qualify
for the top non-traditional export products
category. Leading the pack was GLYCERIN
which earned USD1.442 million from export of
1,710 MT. Volume during the month recorded
a shortfall of 11.4% from 1,929 MT year-ago.
Japan was the biggest outlet cornering 1,046
MT or 61.2 of total sales, trailed by China at
528 MT or 30.9%. Much smaller volumes went
to Korea at 65 MT, Vietnam 22 MT, Russia 21
MT, Ukraine 19 MT, Taiwan 6 MT and
Switzerland 2 MT.
COCONUT WATER was the second
biggest non-traditional export with gross
export receipts of USD1.152 million from sale
of 1,328,427 liters. Export volume during the
month rose by 12.6% from prior year at
1,179,325 liters. The United States was major
destination
controlling
821,092
liters
representing 61.8% of total business, followed
by China at 171,300 liters (12.9%). Other
countries had smaller market shares no higher
than
7.2%:
Australia
95,680
liters,
Netherlands 77,760 liters, United Kingdom
65,907 liters, Singapore 42,244 liters, Canada
19,284 liters, Pakistan 18,000 liters and U.A.E
17,160 liters.
VIRGIN COCONUT OIL took the third
spot with income of US447,612. Tonnage at
104 MT slumped by 67.4% from 321 MT of
the previous year. United States was market
leader during the month capturing 35 MT
(33.4%), trailed by Singapore at 33 MT
(31.5%), Canada at 24 MT (22.9%), United
Kingdom 10 MT (9.6%), and four other
countries that jointly held 3 MT.
MAKAPUNO
ranked
fourth
with
proceeds of USD199,943 from shipment of 61
MT. The quantity was more than four times
the previous year load at 15 MT. The United
States was almost an exclusive buyer with
purchases of 59 MT (96.5%). The remainder

was sold to Guam at 2 MT and Australia at 1
MT.
ACID OIL landed fifth with turnover of
USD199,345 from overseas purchases of 376
MT. Shipment during the month magnified17
times the previous year total at 22 MT. China
was the only country destination.
COCO HANDICRAFTS was top six
export with revenue of USD197,345 from sale
of unspecified volume and type of products.
United States was the primary market at
USD188,446. Other importers were Saudi
Arabia USD5,655, Kuwait USD2,446, Spain
USD431 and Singapore USD367.
NATA DE COCO garnered the seventh
slot with offtake of USD195,307. Delivery at
172 MT contracted by 48.3% from year-ago
total at 333 MT. United States was the main
market with 119 MT (69.3%). Lesser amounts
went to Japan at 20 MT, Germany 15 MT,
Singapore 6 MT, Hong Kong 5 MT, Guam 4
MT and Australia 3 MT.
COIR and COIR PRODUCTS with
revenue of USD145,511 filled in the eighth
place. Export volume was down at 652 MT
(391 MT year-ago) with Korea as principal
buyer cornering 533 MT (81.8%). Other
importers were Taiwan at 68 MT (10.5%) and
Japan at 50 MT (7.7%).
TOILET/BATH SOAP with turnover of
USD107,762 from business of 43 MT was
ranked ninth. Delivery during the month
shrank by 89.4% from prior year at 409 MT.
This year’s export went to 12 countries led by
Singapore at 22 MT (51.3%). Limited volume
went to Malaysia at 7 MT, U.A.E. 4 MT,
Taiwan and Saudi Arabia at 3 MT apiece,
Micronesia and Guam at 1 MT apiece. Five
other countries shared the remainder of 1 MT.
Completing the top 10 non-traditional
exports was SHAMPOO which contributed
USD102,313 from sale of 26 MT. Current
month tonnage plummeted by 64.9% from 74
MT of the previous year. U.A.E. was the
biggest importer cornering 11 MT (42.9%).
Smaller loads went to South Africa at 6 MT,
Malaysia at 5 MT, while Taiwan, Micronesia,
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and Trust Territory of the Pacific took in 1 MT
apiece. Three other countries shared 1 MT.
(UCAP Bulletin)
SRI LANKA DESICCATED COCONUT
EXPORT DOWN IN FEBRUARY
Figures from Sri Lanka’s Coconut
Development Authority show the country’s
export of desiccated coconut sharply dropped
by 51.9% to 1,984 MT in February from 4,127
MT in a similar month year-ago. The shipment
was worth USD3.394 million, a rapid decline
by 53.2% from previous year at USD7.254
million.
Average
traded
price
at
USD1,710.69/MT FOB slid by 2.7% from prior
year at USD1,757.76/MT. The cumulative
January-February figure at 3,152 MT sharply
declined by 61.5% from a comparable yearago period figure at 8,183 MT.
Export in February went to 30 countries.
The top seven importers held volumes above
100 MT and collectively accounted for 70.4%
of total trade. Leading the pack was Saudi
Arabia with 287 MT (14.5% share), followed
by Egypt with 255 MT (12.8%), Iran with 231
MT (11.6%), Pakistan 184 MT (9.3%), Spain
160 MT (8.1%), UAE/Dubai 157 MT (7.9%)
and United States 122 MT (6.1%). The
remaining 23 countries which aggregately
accounted for 29.6% of total sales took in
volume ranging from a low of 1MT to a high of
76 MT.
U.S. IMPORT OF LAURIC OILS UP IN
MARCH
Data from Oil World show the U.S.
imported 80,000 MT of lauric oils in March,
rising by 10.5% from March year ago at
72,400 MT. The increase came from coconut
oil which recorded 27.6% upturn. Coconut oil
accounted for 71.1% of the total with 56,900
MT (44,600 MT year ago), while palm kernel
oil comprised the remaining 28.9% with
23,100 MT (27,800 MT).
The Philippines was top supplier of
lauric oil to the U.S. during the month with
shipment of 38,100 MT (18,000 MT) of
coconut oil, the equivalent of 47.6% of total
import. Malaysia was the second biggest

origin of lauric oil, contributing 28.6% at
22,900 MT (23,800 MT) of palm kernel oil.
There was no delivery of coconut oil this
month although last year the country shipped
at 4,500 MT. Indonesia shared 23.4% or
18,700 MT (25,100 MT) of which 18,500 MT
(21,900 MT) was coconut oil and 200 MT
(3,200 MT) was palm kernel oil. Purchases
from other countries totaled 300 MT (900 MT)
of which 200 MT (200 MT) was coconut oil
and 100 MT (700 MT) was palm kernel oil.
January-March import accumulated to
210,900 MT, exceeding by 10,900 MT a
comparable year-earlier period total at
200,000 MT. Coconut oil uptake was 145,200
MT (120,900 MT) of which 69.5% or 100,900
MT (85,900 MT) came from the Philippines.
Palm kernel oil was 65,700 MT (79,100 MT) of
which 89.6% or 58,900 MT (74,700 MT)
originated from Malaysia. (UCAP Bulletin)
BUKO LOCO HEALTH DRINK
Fruitas, the country’s No. 1 maker of
healthy fruit shakes and juices, has come up
with a whole new concept that will not only
quench thirst, but also help maintain a healthy
diet. It is called Buko Loco, one of the freshest
healthy ideas in the food cart industry today. It
is not the usual buko (young coconut) shake
and buko juice, the company says. It uses
only fresh ingredients, it has no preservatives
and artificial sweeteners.
Buko Loco has put a new spin to buko
juice by adding exciting new flavors and
ingredients into its menu. Variants include
Buko Loco’s Buko Shake, Buko Froothies,
and Buko Halo-Halo, the only local halo-halo
sipped through a straw. Priced from P40 to
P60, these drinks come in three sizes: 12 oz,
16 oz, and 22 oz. Also available are Buko
Loco’s bottled buko combinations: Coco
Pandan (buko and pandan), Coco Berry with
Red Jell-O (buko and strawberry), Coco Milko
with Nata Crystals (buko and milk with nata de
coco crystals), and Coco Caramel with Black
Jell-O (buko and caramel). Prices for these
bottled buko combinations ranged from P40
(Zakto size) to P50 (half-a-liter). (UCAP
Bulletin)
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FARMERS FIX THE PRICE OF TENDER
COCONUT
BASED
UPON
METEOROLOGICAL
REPORT
AND
MARKET TRENDS
Annamalai Srinivasan, an Agriculture
Graduate is the Secretary of Pollachi based
Tender Coconut Grower’s Association.
Himself a farmer, Srinivasan owns 70 acres of
land out of which 60 acres is planted with
coconut alone. In 1991, he made his first
coconut planting with 1000 Deejay seedlings.
Later on with the help of his classmate, he
himself did hybridization and planted another
2000 dwarfs and hybrids in his own garden.
Now he is selling DxT seedlings @ Rs.130.
He recollects that, since his was Deejay’s
seedlings, he used to get Rs. 5 per tender nut
when the prevailing price was Rs. 2 only, way
back in 1995. Once he realized the potential
of tender coconut market, he planted more
tender coconut varieties. Tender Coconut
Growers Association is fixing the prices of
tender nut based upon meteorological report
and the market reports of metropolitan cities
like Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad and
Bangalore. Nearly one lakh tender nuts are
traded everyday from Pollachi to Chennai. At
the initiative of this Association, nearly one
lakh tender nuts are traded to neighbouring
states like Andhra and Maharastra. Srinivasan
can be contacted on 9942930400. (Indian
Coconut Journal, February 2013)
CHEAPER PALM OIL COOLS COCONUT
OIL
Fall in palm oil prices in the international
market has impacted coconut oil prices in
Kerala and Tamil Nadu in the week of May.
Coconut oil prices in Kerala were ruling
at Rs 61.50 a kg (Rs 63) whereas in Tamil
Nadu it dropped drastically to Rs 58 (Rs 60).
Prakash B. Rao, Vice-President, Cochin
Oil Merchants Association (COMA), told
Business Line that cheaper availability of palm
oil and palm kernel oil, a close substitute of
coconut oil being used for industrial purpose,
has resulted in low demand from corporates
and upcountry buyers.

He said that a majority of industrial
buyers and even retail traders had shifted to
palm oil, which is cheaper than coconut oil.
Lower palm oil prices tend to put pressure on
coconut oil prices as consumption shift to the
lower priced oil, he said. Palm oil prices are
now trading at Rs 48/kg while palm kernel oil
is at Rs 51.
Simultaneously, copra prices also
dropped to Rs 4,450 a quintal in Kerala (Rs
4,600), while it was Rs 4,300 in Tamil Nadu
against Rs 4,500 last week. The summer
season demand for tender coconuts in Tamil
Nadu and Kerala markets also affected copra
arrivals, he added.
Thalath Mahamood, former President,
COMA, said that a panic situation is prevailing
in the market due to low demand. Bharat N.
Khona, former Board Member, COMA,
attributed the cheap imports of other edible
oils as the reason for this continuing price fall
in coconut oil.
If the market stabilises at this lower rate,
he said upcountry buyers and corporates may
enter the market to purchase coconut oil.
(http://www.thehindubusinessline.com)
OELOCHEMICALS IN 2012 AND BEYOND
The use of oleochemicals in home and
personal care products continued to grow in
2012 and is expected to grow in years to
come, according to reports by several industry
observers.
Frost and Sullivan, a market research
firm based in London, estimated that the
oleochemicals market in Europe will reach
$4.5 billion in revenue by 2018, growing at a
rate of 2% per year. The firm expects North
American revenues to reach $3.91 billion by
2018, with growth coming mainly from edible
applications and not soaps and detergents.
Asia Pacific reportedly is the fastest growing
market for oleochemicals with a growth rate of
8.2% (2013-2018), and the region accounted
for over 60% of the global capacity in 2011.
Europe was the second largest market in
2011 with an 18% share of production,
according to the research firm. The global
market for oleochemicals is expected to keep
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increasing as well, growing at 6% per year
from 2013 to 2018.

alcohol,” said Burns
www.neilaburns.com.

Several companies are building plants in
China and other Asian countries to take
advantage of the growing market. Jiangsu
Zhong-dan, Noble Apex, Wuhan SFH
Chemical, and Taiwan’s Ho Tung Chemical
plan to start up a nonionic surfactant joint
venture in 2013 to build an 80,000 metric ton
(MT)/year fatty alcohol plant and a 120,000
MT/year ethoxylation plant, according to
consultant Neil A. Burns. In similar news
reported by Burns, US Company Huntsman
announced a 113,000 MT/year ethylene oxide
(EO) plant expansion in Port Neches, Texas,
bringing the plant’s total capacity to 575,000
MT/year.

All signs point to continued growth in the
oleochemicals sector. Solazyme (also based
in South San Francisco) announced in
February 2013 that it has entered a $20
million multi-year deal with Japan-based
Mitsui & Co. Ltd. to develop a suite of
triglyceride oils for use in the oleochemical
industry. The agreement includes further
development of Solazyme’s high-myristic algal
oil as well as other oils that the company said
it is developing for the oleochemical and
industrial sectors. End use applications may
include high-performance polymer additives,
aviation lubricants, and toiletry and household
products.

Last year also saw SABIC move into
surfactants, beginning with construction of a
100,000 MT/year fatty alcohol plant in Al
Jubail, Saudi Arabia. The plant will reportedly
supply feedstock to SABIC’s downstream
ethoxylation plant, also in Al Jubail.

For more on green chemicals in general
an oleochemicals in particular, see the Green
Blog by Doris de Guzman, formerly of ICIS
Chemicals
Business
magazine
(http://tinyurl.com/Oleo-Update).
(Inform:
www.aocs.org)

Methyl ester sulfonates (MES) from
vegetable oil or animal fat feedstocks continue
to gain market share, Burns noted. Jiangsu
Haiqing
Biotechnology
announced
the
construction of a facility with 100,000 MT/year
of MES capacity in the Jiangsu province of
China, directed at the Chinese detergent
market. When finished, the facility will be able
to produce 200,000 MT/year of MES. This
project comes on top of those already started
or announced by Singapore’s Wilmar,
Malaysia’s KLK, Japan’s Lion, and US-based
Sun Products Corp. (Sun’s predecessor
company, Huish, was one of the first
companies outside of Japan to produce MES,
See inform 12: 1152-1159, 2011).
Burns also said that several new
technologies will be released and promoted in
2013. Codexis (Redwood City, California,
USA) and LS9 (South San Francisco,
California) are developing fermentation
technologies for sugar-based fatty alcohols.
“According to Codexis, it will take about 3.7
MT of cellulosix sugar derived from 7.4 MT of
biomass to produce one MT of detergent

on

his

blog

at

COCONUT TECHNOLOGY
NEWS
HYBRIDISATION, NEED OF THE HOUR
Murugan (46), native of Gudalore,
Kambam is a Teacher who has opted coconut
hybridization as his means of livelihood. It is
20 years since he is into farming. He is having
3000 trees in his 70 acre garden. In order to
arrest the spreading of root wilt disease, he
brought Cowghat Orange Dwarf seedlings
from the DSP farm of the Board of Mandya
before 10 years. After this, he is doing
hybridization in his own garden and planted
his own hybrids in 5 acres each year. With the
help of a technician from one of the renowned
hybrid farms, in his own garden, he is doing
hybridization and is selling DxT seedlings @
Rs. 180. He has already sold 5700 seednuts
to Tamil Nadu state Agriculture Department.
Murugan who is producing 20000 hybridized
seedlings in a year has already sold 1 lakh
seedlings so far. Murugan is also doing tender
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coconut harvesting. Murugan is available on
9042494347. (Indian Coconut Journal)

basis drinks something that is a non nutritional
beverage,” Kapica said.

DOST DEVELOPS HEALTHY ICE CREAM

“The goal was to see how including
coconut water into the diet, specifically by
replacing non nutritional soft drinks, that is
carbonated beverages, fruit drinks, sports
drinks and energy drinks, what are the
impacts on the nutrient content of the diet”,
Kapica said. The bottom line is sugar is
decreased, calories are down, and more
importantly, some nutrients that have been
identified as being in short supply in the US
diet are increased, and that is potassium and
magnesium, she added.

Food experts from the Department of
Science and Technology (DOST) have come
up with a low-fat, low-sugar ice cream
formulation, which is now being produced by
an ice cream company in Plaridel, Bulacan.
Developed by researchers at the Food and
Nutrition Research Institute (FNRI) Ma. Elena
Fernandez, Wenefrida Lainez and Dahlia
Diaz, the healthy ice cream still has the
goodness and creaminess of the regular ice
cream in the market.
A cup of the healthy ice cream at 100
grams contains only 0.46 grams of fat
whereas other commercial brands have about
10.9 grams. It also makes use of both ordinary
and substitute sugar as sweetener at less
than 0.1 gram per serving. The FNRI
formulation is priced much lower than the
competition as it requires only P1 million in
capital investment, including blast freezers
used for quick freezing of food items.
Dairyman Ice Cream, a local food
manufacturer based in Plaridel, Bulacan has
adopted the DOST-developed technology and
manufacturing process. The company now
sells the ice cream in vanilla, ube, chocolate
and buko pandan flavors in selected outlets in
the provinces and Metro Manila. (UCAP
Bulletin)
COCONUT WATER CAN FORTIFY DIET –
STUDY IN THE USA
According to new research presented at
the recent Experimental Biology conference in
Boston, coconut water can fortify diet when
used to replace high calorie, non-nutritional
beverages. The researchers, led by Cathy
Kapica, PhD, an adjunct Professor of Nutrition
at Tufts University near Boston, wanted to see
if coconut water could be a viable substitute
for the significant slice of the US nutritional pie
occupied by non-nutritive beverages. “We did
look at overall beverage consumption in the
US, and pretty much everybody on a daily

Kapica said the potassium contribution
was especially beneficial, as potassium works
in concert with sodium, which is in high supply
in the US diet. Fruits and vegetables are the
dietary sources of potassium, and US
consumers apparently aren’t eating enough of
these to offset their sodium intake. The
research, “Replacing beverages with Vita
Coco coconut water can decrease dietary
intake of sugars and increase vitamin C,
calcium, magnesium, and potassium intakes
by adults aged 19 years and older: What We
Eat in America (WWEIA/NHANES 20072010”, was funded by Vita Coco and used its
product. The results are specific to Vita Coco,
Kapica said.
NEW IMPROVED SUPPLEMENT CUTS FAT
CALORIE ABSORPTION
SOHO
Flordis
International,
an
Indonesian/Australian
supplement
and
pharmaceutical company, is bringing a fat
finding dietary supplement to market in North
America under the Calorease brand name. It
promises to do what Olestra could not, that is,
cut absorbed calories by husbanding
undigested fat molecules through the
intestinal tract without nasty side effects. The
supplement is based on a fiber molecule,
alpha-cyclodextrin, branded as FBCx (fat
binding complex), first discovered and
developed by researchers at Wayne State
University in Detroit, MI. The fiber, a six
glucose unit molecule, has unique fat binding
properties. “It’s derived from grain. The actual
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structure of this molecule is unique in that
allows the fiber to form a stable, nondigestible complex with dietary fat,” according
to Jeff McHarg, Managing Director for North
America for SOHO Flordis.
FBCx, on the other hand, forms a
stable, bound unit with fat molecules, McHarg
said. The intestinal tract interprets this
complex much as it would any other
undigestable plant fiber such as cellulose.
Other fibers do this as well, but FBCx exhibits
a game-changing difference. “Two grams of
FBCx per fat-containing meal translates to a
healthy weight loss of about 5 pounds a
month,” he said. A two month, double-blind,
placebo controlled study with FBCx showed
statistically significant reduction of weight,
total cholesterol, and LDL-cholesterol levels
and increased insulin sensitivity. And animal
and in vitro studies showed that rats exposed
to alpha-cyclodextrin (FBCx) in the active
group weighed less and had lower body fat
content. FBCx was also shown to significantly
reduce tricyglycerides and leptin, while
increasing insulin sensitivity and fecal fat
excretion. (UCAP Bulletin)
OMEGA-3 MAY HELP BOOST MEMORY
FOR HEALTHY YOUNG PEOPLE
Findings from a study showed young
women had greater improvements in episodic
memory, while men experienced greater
improvements in reaction times of working
memory after six months of supplementation
with 1.16 grams of DHA (docosahexaenoic
acid) per day. The study, entitled “DHA
supplementation improved both memory and
reaction time in healthy young adults: a
randomized controlled trial”, was published in
the American Journal of Clinical Nutrition last
March.
WelmaStonehouse
from
Massey
University in New Zealand and her coworkers, which included scientists from the
University of East Anglia and Northumbria
University in England, recruited 176 healthy
adults aged between 18 and 45 to participate
in their randomized, placebo-controlled,
double-blind
study.
Participants
were

randomly assigned to receive either DHA
supplements (1.16 g/d) or placebo for six
months. The supplements and placebo were
supplied by Efamol Ltd and Health & Herbs
International Ltd. A battery of computerized
cognitive
tests
indicated
that
DHA
supplements improved reaction times of
episodic and working memory for the general
group, compared with placebo, but the
benefits were more pronounced for women for
episodic memory, while men benefited more
for reaction times of working memory. (UCAP
Bulletin)
OMEGA-3 MAY REDUCE THE RISK OF
NEURODEGENERATIVE
DISEASES
STUDY
A new study from Malaysia found that
increased intakes of the omega-3 fatty acids
EPA (eicosapentaenoic acid) and DHA
(docosahexaenoic acid) may counter the
alleviated oxidative stress in older people with
mild cognitive impairment (MCI). Brain
functioning is known to naturally decline as we
age, and mild cognitive impairment is a
transitional state when small changes in
memory and other mental abilities coexist with
normal functioning. Such declines in functions
are often a warning sign of dementia a term
used to describe various different brain
disorders that a progressive loss of brain
functioning in common. Oxidative stress has
been reported to be a contributing factor to
this process.
In the study, published in the Journal of
Nutritional Biochemistry, data from 67 people
with MCI was compared with data of 134
healthy elderly people. Omega-3 intakes were
assessed
using
a
food
frequency
questionnaire, and blood samples were taken
to measure levels of lipid hydroperoxide
(LPO), a marker of oxidative stress. Results
indicated that people with MCI had
significantly higher LPO levels than the
healthy control group. In addition, higher DHA
and EPA intakes were associated with
significantly lower LPO levels in the MCI
group, a result described by the researchers
as “an important finding”. “Omega-3 PUFA
intake was found to be positively correlated
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with the cognitive function, particularly
attention, short term memory and recall
capabilities,” they wrote.` (UCAP Bulletin)
MEDITERRANEAN DIET CUTS
DISEASE RISK BY 30% - STUDY

HEART

Findings from a “landmark” new study
reveal,
people
following
an
energy
unrestricted plant-based diet supplemented
with extra-virgin olive oil or nuts can reduce
their risk of a major cardiovascular event by
30% compared with people following a purely
low-fat diet. The study, “Primary Prevention of
Cardiovascular Disease with a Mediterranean
Diet”, was published in The New England
Journal of Medicine last month.
In the single-blind, randomized clinical
trial, 7,447 volunteers aged 55-80 at high risk
of cardiovascular disease but with no
symptoms, were divided into three groups.
The control group was put on a low-fat diet (as
per American Heart Association guidelines),
and the two intervention groups were both put
on Mediterranean diets rich in fresh fruits and
vegetables,
seafood,
whole
grains,
monounsaturated fats and very low in meat
and dairy. The diet of the first intervention
group was supplemented with 30g nuts a day
(15g walnuts, 7.5g almonds and 7.5g
hazelnuts); and the second with 50 ml of virgin
olive oil a day. There were no calorie
restrictions for any volunteers, who were
monitored regularly. Compliance with the olive
oil and nut prescriptions was also tested via
analysis of urine (for hydroxytryrosol from
olives), and blood (for alphalinolenic acid
(ALA) from the walnuts).
Analysis of what the volunteers ate
during the trial revealed that all three groups
ate slightly fewer vegetables, and cut down on
meat, sweets, dairy and alcohol. However, the
major difference was that the intervention
groups are fewer carbohydrates and quite a
bit more fat (of the mono-unsaturated variety
from olive oil and other foods plus unsaturated
fat ALA from walnuts), more fruits, more
legumes, nuts and olive oil. The risk of stroke
was reduced significantly in the two
Mediterranean diet groups. The results were

so dramatic that the trial was stopped ahead
of time as the control group was clearly at a
disadvantage, the study leader Dr. Miguel
Angel Martinez said.

BIO-DIESEL NEWS
RI MAY TURN TO WTO IF EU SETS
PENALTIES IN BIODIESEL SPAT
Indonesia could make a complaint to the
World Trade Organization (WTO) if the
European Union (EU) imposes penalties over
the country’s biodiesel exports and subsidies,
an industry group said, after the two sides
reached a standoff in talks.
Government and industry officials held
two days of biodiesel talks with EU delegates
in Jakarta last week, to resolve a long-running
probe into dumping and illegal subsidies.
Indonesia is the world's top producer of
the palm oil used to make biodiesel, with the
European Union taking more than 80 percent
of its biodiesel exports of 1.5 million tonnes
last year, industry officials say.
In its investigation, the EU last month
began registering more imports of biodiesel
from Argentina and Indonesia, making it more
likely the bloc will place duties on the two
countries in the next few months.
"I think they will impose penalties,"
Paulus Tjakrawan, General Secretary of
Industry Body the Indonesian Biofuel
Producers'
Association
(APROBI)
told
Reuters.
"They will impose penalties because of
politics. It is over-protection of their own
countries in the European Union."
Indonesia gives subsidies to its
biodiesel industry but only for domestic use
and not exports, said Tjakrawan, who was
among a host of government and industry
officials participating in the talks.
Preliminary
results
of
the
EU
investigation into illegal dumping are due to be
announced in May, while the outcome on the
subsidy issue is set for August, he added.
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Tjakrawan said he expected the
grouping to levy a tariff of about 9 percent as
a penalty for the dumping, though he did not
know what the penalty over the subsidies
would be.
Such penalties could prompt Indonesia
to complain to the World Trade Organization,
he said.
"If they want to impose the two things for
subsidies and dumping, of course we have to
take another step...first, of course, is to go to
the WTO," Tjakrawan said in an interview.
"It is not fair, this is a trade barrier,
especially for the subsidy."
The Indonesian government could
approach the World Trade Organization over
any infringement of trade rules it spots in the
EU report, said Ernawati, Director of Trade
defence at the country's Trade Ministry.
"If there are violations to the WTO rules
and regulations we could file them to the
WTO's dispute settlement body," she said.
Food and farm trade policies in
Southeast Asia's largest economy have drawn
criticism from international trading partners,
including the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development.
Last month the government said
Indonesia would scrap import quantity limits
on horticultural products, as it looked to head
off a WTO trade spat with the United States.
Turkey, Indonesia's largest supplier of
wheat flour, is also readying a possible WTO
case against Indonesia over a temporary tariff
Jakarta imposed on imports of the commodity.
Indonesia's palm oil production this year
is expected to be about 28 million tonnes, with
exports at 17 million to 18 million tonnes.
Lower export taxes for palm-based
biofuel have encouraged Indonesian firms to
beef up processing facilities at home. (The
Jakarta Post, 4 May 2013)
FELDA GLOBAL ACQUIRES BIODIESEL
REFINERY
Felda Global Ventures Holdings Bhd
(FGV) via its subsidiary, Felda Global

Ventures Downstream Sdn Bhd (FGV
Downstream) has signed an asset purchase
agreement with Mission Biotechnologies Sdn
Bhd (MBSB) to acquire the latter’s asset
including a biodiesel refinery at Kuantan Port
for US$11.5 million (RM35 million). Apart from
the 100,000 MT per year biodiesel refinery
sited on a 2.42 hectare of prime land, the
asset include a 16,000 MT tank storage
connected with import and export pipelines to
a deep water jetty.
FGV President Datuk Sabri Ahmad said
the acquisition of the plant was in line with the
company’s
strategy
to
move
further
downstream in a bid to protect its upstream
business. Sabri said the signing is a forward
effort by FGV towards supporting the
government’s B5 and B10 biodiesel initiative
to make biodiesel viable in view of growing
demand in Europe for compliance with Green
House Gas emission targets. FGV said the
plant is expected to be fully operational by
July 1, 2013. (UCAP Bulletin)
MALAYSIA
USAGE

TO

INCREASE

BIODIESEL

Malaysia’s Plantation Industries and
Commodities (MPOC) Minister Bernard
Dompok indicated that the adoption of B10
(10% biodiesel, 90% petrodiesel) in the
country by the middle of 2014 should help
stabilize declining prices of crude palm oil
produced in Malaysia. The country is currently
contending with a record-high stock of palm
oil, and conversion of some of this to fuel to
be used within the country should ease
problems with this oversupply.
Dompok told a meeting on “Reach and
Remind Friends of the Industry” on February
4, sponsored by the MPOC, that 75% of the
facilities needed to accomplish this goal will
be completed by the end of 2013. He added
that $26 million has already been spent to set
up blending facilities.
MPOC expects that exports of palm oil
will increase this year, particularly because
the government has already discontinued the
duty-free export duty that was initiated in
January 2013. According to MPOC Chairman
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Lee Yeow Chor, “We are targeting emerging
countries. We believe that is where the growth
is” (http://www.thesundaily.my/news/605429).
(Inform: www.aocs.org)

OTHER VEGEOIL NEWS
INDIA’S COOKING OIL IMPORTS TO DROP
Cooking oil imports by India, the world’s
largest palm oil buyer, probably declined for
the first time in five months in April as
reserves stayed near a record and summer
heat curbed consumption of fried foods.
Purchases of vegetable oils, including
those for industrial use, fell 24 percent to
700,000 metric tons last April from 925,334
tons a year earlier, according to the median of
estimates from five processors and brokers
compiled by Bloomberg. Palm oil imports
gained 9 percent to 560,000 tons from
512,137 tons, the survey showed. The Solvent
Extractors’ Association of India will release the
data next week. Palm oil futures in Kuala
Lumpur dropped 4 percent in April, falling for a
third consecutive month, as exports declined
5.6 percent, according to surveyor Societe
Generale de Surveillance. World exports of
seven major edible oils and fats are expected
to rise on increased imports by China and
India, led by higher palm oil deliveries, Oil
World said May 7.
"Imports slowed because of higher
stockpiles from huge purchases in the past
few months and the arrival of the new
rapeseed crop," said Sandeep Bajoria, Chief
Executive Officer of the Mumbai-based broker
Sunvin Group. "Local demand has been
sluggish since last month because of extreme
heat in the summer months that limit
consumption of oily food." (The Jakarta Post,
10 May 2013)
PALM OIL GAINS ON SPECULATION
Palm oil climbed for the first time in four
days on speculation that stockpiles in
Malaysia probably declined last month.
The contract for July delivery advanced
0.4 percent to close at RM 2,260 (US$758) a

metric ton on the Bursa Malaysia Derivatives.
Futures, which lost 7.3 percent this year,
reached RM 2,230 on Tuesday, the lowest
since Dec. 13.
Reserves in Malaysia, the world’s
second-largest producer, decreased 5.1
percent to 2.06 million tons in April, the lowest
since July, a Bloomberg survey published on
Tuesday showed. Shipments were 1.44
million tons in April, 8.3 percent more than a
year earlier, according to the survey. Official
data is due for release on May 10.
“A lot of people are expecting
inventories to go a little bit lower in April
because of slightly better demand,” said
Benny Lee, Chief Market Strategist at Jupiter
Securities Sdn. “We’re probably going to see
higher production from May onward, so the
rebound will happen, but I will not expect it to
rally strongly.”
Production in Indonesia, the largest
supplier, may reach 28 million tons this year
from 25.7 million tons in 2012, Derom
Bangun, Chairman of the country’s palm oil
board, said. That was lower than a February
forecast of 20 million tons. (The Jakarta Post,
8 May 2013)
PALM OIL JUMPS TO 7-WEEK HIGH ON
EXPORT RISE
Palm oil climbed to the highest level in
almost seven weeks on speculation that
demand may increase ahead of the Muslim
fasting month of Ramadhan, boosting exports
from Malaysia, the world’s second-largest
producer.
The contract for August delivery
advanced 0.4 percent to 2,380 ringgit ($786) a
metric ton on the Bursa Malaysia Derivatives,
the highest level at close for the most active
contract since April 9.
Purchases from the Middle East and
South Asia usually climb before Ramadhan,
which starts in July this year, when communal
meals boost total consumption. Shipments
from Malaysia fell 5.2 percent to 1.06 million
tons in the first 25 days of May from the same
period in April, surveyor Intertek said over the
weekend. That compares with a 9.4 percent
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drop in the first 20 days of this month and a 17
percent decline in the first 10 days.
“People are expecting fresh buying,”
Rajesh Modi, a trader at Sprint Exim Pte., said
by phone from Singapore. “After June 15,
exports will be at a much higher pace” as
Ramadhan demand picks up, he said.
Demand from China may continue to
rebound as the weather gets warmer, stateowned researcher Grain.gov.cn said in an email today. Inventories of palm oil stored in
the country’s major ports totaled 1.36 million
tons, compared with 1.35 million tons a week
earlier, it said. (The Jakarta Post, 28 May
2013)
OIL
PALM
SMALLHOLDERS
GET
FINANCIAL AID FOR CERTIFICATION
The Roundtable on Sustainable Palm
Oil
(RSPO),
a
non-profit
promoting
sustainable palm production, says it will give
financial aid to smallholders seeking
certification.
Indonesia
RSPO
Director
Desi
Kusumadewi said in Jakarta that the Kuala
Lumpur-based association would allocate 50
percent of its annual fund surplus, currently
topping US$1.91 million, to help smallholders
practice sustainable palm oil cultivation and
gain certification.
Desi said that the organization would
also allocate 10 percent of its income from
trading certified sustainable palm oil (CSPO)
to smallholders in producing countries such as
Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Papua New
Guinea and in several Latin American and
African countries.
RSPO launched its Smallholders
Support Fund (RSSF) during its Extraordinary
General Assembly in Kuala Lumpur on April
25 to acknowledge the dominant role of
smallholders in palm oil production, Desi said.
To support sustainable palm oil
production, the RSPO, according to Desi,
could not stop with supporting companies and
consumers to produce and use CSPO, but
had to embrace fast-growing smallholders that
lacked good agriculture practices.

According to the organization, 44
percent of all palm plantations in Indonesia
were owned by smallholders, while Forestry
Ministry data said that the nation currently had
around 9 million hectares of palm oil
plantation under cultivation.
Data also showed that smallholders in
Thailand, Papua New Guinea, and Malaysia
had developed 76 percent, 42 percent, and 41
percent of their palm oil plantation hectares
respectively.
“Despite
the
numbers,
most
smallholders have yet to demonstrate good
agriculture practices,” Desi told reporters in a
discussion on Monday.
“Most of them are using low quality
seeds that generate low yields and are also
poor in managing production and utilizing
fertilizer,” Desi added.
RSPO currently has 1,217 members,
comprising producers, processors and
traders, consumer goods manufacturers,
retailers, banks and investors, environmental
and NGOs from 53 countries.
Its members produce about 40 percent
of the world’s palm oil and process or use
more than 30 percent.
According to the RSPO’s data, 15
percent of the world’s palm oil production, or
8.2 million metric tons a year, is produced on
the 2.2 million hectares that have been RSPO
certified.
Indonesia is the largest sustainablecertified palm oil producer at 48.2 percent of
total production, followed by Malaysia at 43.9
percent. (The Jakarta Post, 8 May 2013)
BW PLANTATION TO BUILD A NEW MILL
TO
BOOST
CRUDE
PALM
OIL
PRODUCTION
According to BW Plantation President
Director Abdul Halim Ashari, listed plantation
company PT BW Plantation (BWPT) is looking
to operate a new palm oil mill in East
Kalimantan by the end of this year in an effort
to boost production capacity. The US$10
million mill is currently under construction in
Senyiur, East Kutai regency, and will have a
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production capacity of 60 tons per hour. The
company hoped to begin production by the
end of this year or in January 2014 at the
latest. At the moment, BWPT has three mills
in Central Kalimantan province, with a total
production capacity of 135 tons per hour.
Besides building the new mill, it is also
expanding production capacity at its mill in Sei
Bedaun, Central Kalimantan, to reach 60 tons
per hour by August from the current 45 tons
per hour.
In 2013, BWPT hopes to achieve a 25
percent increase in its crude palm oil (CPO)
production volume to 156,000 tons. As of now,
its total plantation area covers 110,000
hectares in Central, East and West
Kalimantan provinces, with planted areas
reaching 70,000 hectares. According to Abdul,
the company’s focus this year is to cultivate
the remaining 30,000 unplanted hectares. “We
just acquired in April 6,000 hectares of
greenfield in West Kalimantan and we have
received several other land-acquisition offers.
We are looking into them, but because it is
costly to develop new areas, our priority now
is to work on the land that we already have,”
he added. (UCAP Bulletin)
MONSANTO DEVELOPS GM SOYBEAN
OIL THAT COULD REPLACE FATTY FISH
ACIDS
Over the past decade, nutritionists and
health
organizations
have
cited
the
importance of fatty acids, specifically omega-3
fatty acids, for cardiovascular and brain
health. The global market for omega-3 foods
has been estimated at around $25 billion.
However, there have been concerns about the
sustainability of the primary source of the
most beneficial omega-3s which are coldwater fish in the sea. In addition, fish can have
high levels of toxic mercury and pollutants. On
the other hand, while plants also contain
omega-3s, the omega-3s most prevalent in
plants called alpha linolenic acids (ALAs) are
not converted efficiently by the human body
into the optimal forms.
Monsanto Co., the Creve Coeur-based
biotechnology giant, believes it has an

answer: soybean oil genetically engineered to
produce a type of fatty acid called stearidonic
acid (SDA) that can be converted into the
same form found in fish oil and best utilized by
the body. “SDA omega-3 soybean oil would
provide a sustainable way for consumers to
increase their intake of omega-3 fatty acids
that help maintain heart health,” said Federico
Tripodi, Monsanto’s coordinator on the
project. “Food companies are looking for
solutions to deliver the benefits of longerchain omega-3s while maintaining flavor over
the shelf life of the product.” In the pro-omega3 nutritional landscape, some say, the product
could be a game changer with the emphasis
on could. The product appears to be taking a
somewhat bumpy road to market. (UCAP
Bulletin)
CODEX COMMITTEE ON FATS AND OILS
MALAYSIA – FEBRUARY 2013
The Codex Committee on Fats and Oils
(CCFO) is in the process of developing a
standard for fish oils. The form of this
standard, and what should be included, took
up a considerable portion of the discussions at
the meeting. A draft standard had been
prepared by an inter-sessional working group
chaired by Switzerland, but even with this
document, there were long discussions on the
scope of the standard, which fish oils should
be included in the standard, quality factors,
additives and contaminants. In order to
proceed with the agenda, the Committee
agreed that the work of the electronic working
group would continue. A physical working
group meeting would also be held immediately
prior to the next CCFO meeting.
There was discussion of a paper
prepared by Australia, New Zealand and
Argentina requesting a revision of the limit for
campesterol in the Codex Standard for Olive
Oils and Olive Pomace Oils. This is a
contentious
issue
as
the
European
Commission does not want to change the
standard as they feel that it would allow more
adulteration of olive oils within the EU.
However, maintaining the standard means
that some countries are unable to sell their
genuine olive oils in the international market
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because they do not meet the Codex/
International Olive Council Standard. The
Australian delegation considered this to be a
trade barrier as it means that their producers
have to sell their olive oil as fruit oil and
accept a much reduced price. However, there
was no consensus at the meeting and further
discussion was postponed to the next
meeting.
There were several items concerning
papers produced by countries wishing the
have various plant traits recognized by being
included in the Codex Standard for Named
Vegetable Oils. Examples of these are High
Stearic High Oleix (HSHO) Sunflower Oil
(Argentina), Palm Oil with High Oleic Acid O x
G (Colombia) and High Oleic Soybean Oil
(USA), together with a request to change the
fatty acid composition and other quality factors
of Peanut Oil (Argentina). All these requests
were not approved because they did not
include enough information on the production
volumes or the international trade volumes to
justify any change. It is clear that CCFO is
concerned only with major production volume
oils and is not willing to include all types of oils
in the standard. One consequence of the lack
of data was the rejection of a proposal by
Argentina to remove the gap in the fatty acid
profiles between high oleic, mid oleic and
standard
sunflowerseed
oils.
Some
delegations had expressed concerns about
this proposal as it could reduce margins for
these types of oils and allow their adulteration
with standard grade oil. (FOSFA Newsletter)

DID YOU KNOW…….
MONOLAURIN: A WONDER
BOOSTING COMPONENT

IMMUNE

•

An activecomponent of lauric acid,
monolaurin shows promising anti microbial results

•

Coconut oil is the second best source
after mother's milk

A workshop conducted by HEAL
Foundation in the city recently identified a 12

carbon medium chain fatty acid namely Lauric
acid which showed superior immune
modulating property. Experts revealed that
lauric acid gets converted to a biologically
active molecule named Monolaurin which
effectively kills disease causing bacteria, virus
and fungi.
Mother's milk is considered to be one of
the most potent and effective immune potion
that helps a new born baby with underdeveloped immune system to fight off fatal
bacterial invasion. When analyzed, 50% of
breast milk is saturated fat out of which 20% is
lauric acid, a 12 carbon medium chain length
fatty acid.
Speaking about the dietary source of
lauric acid/monolaurin, acclaimed celebrity
nutritionist and obesity consultant Ms. Naini
Setalvad recommends coconut oil. She says,
"The next best source of monolaurin after
mother's milk is coconut oil with 50% of its
saturated fat being lauric acid. Coconut oil has
no trans fat which is commonly implicated in
heart disease and metabolic syndrome".
Coconut oil has been embroiled in
controversy owing to the presence of
saturated fatty acids. However, Ms. Naini
Setalvad dispels all the negative flak
surrounding coconut oil. She says, "Fats are
our life force, even majority of brain is
composed of saturated fats. The saturated fat
in coconut oil has medium chain length which
makes it easily digestible without following the
regular route of fat digestion into cholesterol.
This makes coconut oil ideal for a range of
digestive problems".
Health experts emphasize on the fatty
acid profile and the chain length of a fat as the
most important factor in determining its
immune powering efficacy. Most medium
chain fatty acids and some long chain fatty
acids are known to be beneficial for the
immune system.
Talking about the immune crisis faced
by today's population, Dr. Rosemarie
deSouza, Head of Medical Intensive Care Unit
at B.Y.L. Nair hospital says, "Constant abuse
of antibiotics, poor lifestyle and diet
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composition, pollution and general weak
immunity has made the population really
vulnerable. This is manifested in the form of
cold, cough, flu. When not treated pathogenic
invasion can amplify to serious conditions like
tuberculosis, asthma, tuberculosis, and
bronchitis".
Monolaurin exerts its anti - microbial
activity by disrupting the outer covering of the
bacteria and virus leaving them susceptible to
attacks from biological acids and immune
bodies. It has known to boost general
immunity thus fortifying the host against any
seasonal pathogen attack.
Research shows that daily requirement
of lauric acid is about 10-20 grams per day.
Ms. Naini Setalvad advices, "I recommend
regular consumption of at least 2 tsp
(teaspoon) of coconut oil in a day as a part of
a healthy balanced diet and lifestyle. Coconut
oil finds multiple uses, as salad oil or as a
seasoning or in a dessert to impart a pleasant
nutty aroma."
Ms. Setalvad listed a series of
conditions against which coconut oil is
effective. Weight management, heart disease,
liver conditions, degenerative skin conditions,
diabetes,
arthritis,
premature
aging,
osteoporosis and the list goes on. She credits
the presence of medium chain fatty acids and
antioxidants to be the reason why coconut oil
finds curative, preventive and palliative usage
in these conditions.

conditions like gastritis. Apart from this,
monolaurin was shown to be effective against
a host of viruses like Epstein Barr Virus,
Measles virus, influenza virus along with
checking the growth of fungal and urinary tract
infections.
Ms. Naini Setalvad explains the reason
for this outcome. She says, "Fats are
generally associated with undesirable effects
on weight and health in general. Selection of
the correct kind of fat with a desirable fatty
acid profile and with careful portion control
can make fatty acids in virgin coconut oil an
ideal immune boosting food.
World over, Hollywood celebrities have
woken up to the benefits of virgin coconut oil
and increasingly embracing it as a part of their
daily diet. Many have gained good health and
remission from their chronic suffering by
inclusion of coconut oil. Health experts whet
the traditional wisdom by our ancestors which
made them healthy. (Source: Via Media
Health
and
HEAL
Foundation,
http://www.heraldonline.com)
PRICE TREND OF COCONUT OIL AND
DIESEL
Petroleum products are an integral part
of present day life. India with world’s second
highest population is showing an increasing
trend in the consumption of petroleum
products. Along with its higher usage, the
industry sector of the country is hurdled with
its high cost and diminishing resources.

A survey conducted by HEAL Foundation
revealed that a significant 33% of nutritionists
were unaware about the role of fatty acids in
boosting immunity. Another 40% of them did
not prefer prescribing special fatty acids as a
part of an immunity boosting diet. This has
pointed out, largely could be attributed to lack
of awareness for monolaurin and the immune
building components that it provides.

Among petroleum products, diesel is the
major produce being imported by the country.
The exorbitant usage of diesel is creating
environment pollution, global warming and
also many health problems. Hence, it is high
time to think of an alternative that have better
qualities than diesel, low production cost,
prevalently available and that which does not
create environment pollution.

Ms. Charu Dua, a member of the online
forum Nutritionists Republic said, "A whopping
51% of the nutritionist surveyed were unaware
about monolaurin and how it confers
protection. Monolaurin is also indicated in
digestive
disorders
and
inflammatory

Coconut oil so far used as essential
food item is now used as an alternative for
diesel. The greatest problem presently faced
by the coconut farmers is the low price
prevailing for coconut. This sector can be
revived if it taps the potential of coconut oil as
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a source of fuel. Coconut oil as fuel can bring
down environmental pollution, unexpected
climatic changes and even global warming.
The price of diesel in India during 199091 was Rs.4.75 per litre. By 2000-2001 the
price increased to 274% and by 2012-13 it
reached 949%. If the same growth rate
continues in the future, a growth of 3145% is
expected by 2023 which is equivalent to
Rs.148 per litre.
The price of one liter coconut oil in
1990-91 was Rs.24.82. Only a growth rate of
13.78% was observed by 2000-01 and by
2012-13 it was only 153%. If the same trend is
continued the price of coconut oil will only
register 294% increase which is equivalent to
Rs.98 per litre. India with world’s highest
productivity in coconut can no doubt think of
producing fuel from coconut oil. This would
bring down the import of diesel and coconut
will definitely create a new era in the Indian
economy. (Indian Coconut Journal)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES


The virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) made in
North Maluku Indonesia available for
domestic and international market.
Supply capacity: 4 tons a month.
Interested parties may directly contact:
Ms. Ane
CV. Higaro
Jl. Kawasan Pemerintahan Tobelo
North Maluku, Indonesia
Email: en_aloisa@yahoo.com
Mobile: 62-81284563334
 VIRGIN COCONUT OIL (VCO)
Virgin Coconut Oil processed by and
collected through farmer groups in
Maluku
Production
capacity
20
tons/month, open price US$3.58/litre.
The price is negotiable for interest party
buying in large quantity. For detail
information please contact:
Mr. Dapot Hasundungan Sitorus
PT. Nusaina Agro Huaulu Manise
Siliha Village - Central Maluku
Indonesia
Mobile: 62-81315161138
Email: dhas1601@gmail.com

COCONUT RECIPE
“Steamed Egg in Coconut Milk”
Ingredients:
-

½ cup water

-

½ cup coconut sugar

-

4 eggs

-

½ cup coconut milk



Preparation:
-

Boil water with sugar until sugar is
completely dissolved. Set aside

-

Beat eggs in bowl. Add coconut milk and
mix.

-

Stir in sugar solution. Remove any
bubbles formed.

-

Steam for 10 minutes.

-

Serve hot or cold.

-

Makes 4 services. (COGENT coconut
recipes)

VIRGIN COCONUT OIL (VCO)

VCO AND VCO - BASED PRODUCTS
Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) made in Java
Indonesia. Good quality with competitive
price. Also available VCO based
products such as body scrub cream,
massage
cream,
massage
oil
aromatherapy, soap, shampoo and hair
conditioner. Interested parties may
directly contact:
Mrs. Yayi
Marketing Manager
Cocona Spa
PT. Trimatari Bio Persada Recovery
Jl. RS. Fatmawati 39, IEC
Jakarta 12430
Indonesia
Email: trimatari@dnet.net.id
Mobile: 62-81380394653
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in India and supplying premium quality
Coir Pith/Coco Fibre related products
such as: 1) Coir Pith 5 kg bales; 2) Coir
Pith 650 gm Briquettes; 3) Coir Pith Grow
Bag (slab); 4) Coir Husk Chips; 5)
Coir/Coco Disk and 6) Coir Fibre / Coco
Fibre. Interested buyers please visit
www.allwincoir.com or directly contact:
Mr. Alwin
Managing Partner
Alwin Coir Products
Tuticorin-628210
Tamil Nadu, India
Website: www.allwincoir.com
Email: info@allwincoir.com
Tel: 91-4639-227545
Mobile: 91-98417 27594
Fax: 91-4639-227690
Skype ID: allwin85

Tel: 62-21-75906715, 75906505
Fax: 62-21-75906604
Website: http://cocona-vco.id.88db.com


COIR FIBRE
Good quality mattress, decorative lamps
and wall accessories all from coir fibre.
Hand made by skillful local artist. For
price quotation contact:
Mr. Bob Zuhaeri
Depok
West Java, Indonesia
Mobile: 62-85921402637
Email: sditya.abadi@yahoo.com



ACTIVATED CARBON AND COCONUT
CHARCOAL BRIQUETTE
Ready stock/supply capacity: 40 tons a
month. Offered selling price: USD 340
per ton FOB Makassar, Indonesia.
Warehouse and factory open for visit or
survey. For further details contact:
Mr. Jadmiko
PT. Asmir Agro Prima
Jl. Insinyur Sutami No. 3
Makasar, Indonesia
Mobile: 62-82190659999
Email: djadmiko_sby@yahoo.com



COIR PITH / COCO FIBRE
‘Alwin Coir Products’ is one of the largest
manufacturing and exporting companies

COCONUT FIBRE
GTL Company is looking for coconut
fibre. Suppliers may directly contact:
Ms. Busayawan Santivarangkana
GTL (Thailand) Co., Ltd.
227 Soi Suanplu 6
South Sathorn Road
Thungmahamek, Sathorn
Bangkok 10120, Thailand
Tel: 662-675 4172-8
Fax: 662-675 4170-1
Mobile: 08-1814-1248
Email: busayawan@gtl-thailand.com

VCO AND VCO-BASED PRODUCTS
Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) made in
Indonesia by centrifugal process is
available for domestic and international
market. Other VCO based products such
as herbal scent body soap, hand body
lotion, coco-spa body scrub and sprayed
flu care are also available. Interested
parties may directly contact SME
producer:
Mr. Wisnu Gardjito
CEO Sumber Rejeki Ltd
Permata Duta E3 No. 17
Sukmajaya, Depok
West Java Indonesia 16415
Email:sumberkelapaindonesia@yahoo.com
Mobile: 62-818802921
Website: www.thegreencocoisland.net







DESICCATED
COCONUT
AND
COCONUT MILK POWDER EXPORTER
Viet Delta Corp. can supply the said
products with good quality and at a
competitive price. Interested parties may
contact:
Ms. Susan Nguyen
Export Department
Viet Delta Corp.
20/5 Dinh Bo Linh, Ward 24
Binh Thanh District
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Tel: 84-8-35114928
Mobile: 84-01689977498
Fax: 84-8-38998085
Email: sales14@vdelta.com.vn
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STATISTICS

Table 1. INDONESIA - Monthly Export Prices of Desiccated Coconut, 2009-2013
(US$/MT, FOB Jakarta/Surabaya)
MONTH
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Average

2009
1,100
1,100
900
920
930
930
925
980
910
900
900
925

2010
990
1,050
1,110
1,200
1,350
1,275
1,375
1,550
1,650
1,900
2,100
2,200

2011
2,500
2,650
2,600
2,600
2,550
2,600
2,500
2,450
2,469
2,300
2,120
1,939

2012
1,763
1,626
1,550
1,580
1,500
1,300
1,300
1,300
1,350
1,350
1,370
1,457

2013
1,375
1,486
1,503
1,519
1,554
-

952

1,479

2,440

1,454

1,487

Table 2. PHILIPPINES - Monthly Export Prices of Desiccated Coconut, 2009-2013
(US$/MT, FOB Manila)
MONTH

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

1,314
1,178
1,138
1,119
1,236
1,190
1,102
1,140
1,110
1,085
1,097
1,126

1,185
1,200
1,272
1,379
1,422
1,396
1,436
1,717
1,877
2,187
2,360
2,400

2,716
3,183
3,090
3,175
3,160
2,902
2,864
2,796
2,778
2,678
2,610
2,577

2,554
2,503
2,464
2,344
2,190
2,041
1,893
1,711
1,645
1,577
1,580
2,024

1,676
1,684
1,798
1,747
1,771
-

Average

1,153

1,653

2,877

2,044

1,735
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Table 3. SRI LANKA - Monthly Export Prices of Desiccated Coconut, 2009-2013
(US$/MT, FOB Colombo)
MONTH

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

January

1,226

1,351

2,650

1,600

1,467

February

1,280

1,447

2,700

1,381

1,690

March

1,221

1,434

2,650

1,360

1,773

April

1,074

1,478

2,700

1,570

1,751

May

1,165

1,450

2,650

1,470

1,822

June

1,235

1,400

2,900

1,265

-

July

1,167

1,450

2,962

1,110

-

August

1,100

1,670

2,887

1,230

-

September

1,119

1,700

2,500

1,200

-

October

1,208

1,900

2,282

1,250

-

November

1,284

2,143

2,100

1,370

-

December

1,175

2,300

2,000

1,457

-

Average

1,188

1,644

2,582

1,355

1,701

COMING EVENTS
1.

FOOD TEIPEI, 26-29 June 2013, at Teipei World Trade Center, Nangang Exhibition Hall, Teipei, Taiwan.

2.

Summer Fancy Food Show, 30 June-2 July 2013, at Jacob K. Javits Conventional Center, New York, United
States.

3.

Palm Oil Trade Fair & Seminar (POTS), 2-3 July 2013, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.

4.

The National Coconut Week, Philippines, August 2013.

5.

Chile and A World of Oils, 20-23 August 2013, Sheraton Santiago Hotel and Convention Center, Santiago,
Chile.

6.

Sail the Asian Food Marketplace China 2013, 7-9 September 2013, at Shanghai New International, China.

7.

10th Oilseed & Oil Processing Short Course, 17-18 September 2013, Munich, Germany.

8.

th
54 International Conference on the Bioscience of Lipids, 17-21 September 2013, Bari, Italy.

9.

ANUGA 2013, 5-9 October 2013, at Cologne Exhibition Centre, Koeln Messplatz 1 Cologne, Germany.

10. American Fats & Oils Association Annual Meeting, 9-10 October 2013, New York, USA.
11. 11th Euro Fed Lipid Congress and 30th ISF Lectureship Series, 27-30 October 2013, Antalya, Turkey.
12. Palm Oil Trade Fair & Seminar (POTS), 28-29 October 2013, Cairo, Egypt.
13. 2013 IFFO Annual Conference, 28-30 October 2013, Hong Kong.
14. European Bulk Liquid Storage 2013, 30-31 October 2013, Rotterdam, The Netherlands.
15. Oils & Fats International (OFI) Asia 2013, 5-6 November 2013, Landmark Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand.
16. PIPOC 2013, 19-21 October 2013, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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