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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SPEAKS …………………………………………...
“The Coconut Industry Strives to Remain Viable Amidst Challenges Affecting
Crop Production”

A number of APCC countries have experienced growth in export volumes of the
emerging high value products of coconut that would initially include Virgin Coconut
Oil, Coconut Water and Desiccated Coconut followed by the coconut milk and sap
products. There have also been a number of the larger processing factories who
upgraded their factories with substantial financial investments. These factories would
most likely be processing between 200,000 to 1,000,000 fresh coconuts per day in
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, India and now including China. This market demand is
already putting pressure on the capacity and capability of coconut farmers to be able
to supply the expected quotas of fresh nuts.
Many processing facilities recognize the declining supply of raw material that clearly relates to aging
trees that are reaching over 60 years of age hence affecting productivity and yield levels. It is considered
a high priority in major coconut countries to aggressive by pursue replanting however the shortage of
planting material continues to be the major limiting factor.
The emergence of threats of pest and diseases in major producing countries is now a serious cause for
concern. India is on pest alert and prepares to counter damaging attacks on coconut trees by the
‘whitefly’ whilst the Pacific countries of Solomon Islands, Fiji and Papua New Guinea are reeling from the
renewed attacks of the Rhinoceros beetle. Philippines recently reported new outbreaks of the dreaded
Coconut Scale Insect in one province affecting over 3.5 million coconut trees.
It is ironic also that in the months going forward the global coconut community through the APCC is
pursuing the establishment of international networks working with coconut tissue culture to address
replanting and integrated pest management (IPM) network to assist countries in measures to remedy
damages to crop by these invasive pest and diseases.
Recent market trend for coconut products provide a positive outlook towards the future of the coconut
sector. The sector, however, must also accept the responsibility of minimising the negative effects of
both the infestation of pests and diseases that point towards the effect of climate change that causes
changing weather patterns responsible for the rise in many damaging pests and disease.
In Bangkok, Thailand, this month many technical experts around the world meet to compare notes,
exchange ideas and seek to improve towards the sectors ability to mass produce and deliver the
coconut seedlings required for the planting programs. A network of experts and experienced industry
representatives would also be congregating in September this year to determine areas of concern as
well as the opportunities to work together and manage the harmful effects of an outbreak of such pests
and diseases.
The APCC Secretariat continues to encourage its member countries towards establishing networks,
agreeing on technical cooperation and address the coconut replanting project for each family.

URON N. SALUM
Executive Director, APCC
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P R E V AI L I N G M AR K E T P R I C E S O F S E L E C T E D C O C O N U T
PR OD U CT S AN D OI LS
Price of CNO decreased in Philippines and
Indonesia, but increased in Sri Lanka. The
price of DC increased in Philippines,
Indonesia, and Sri Lanka.
COPRA: The price of copra in Indonesia was
US$959/MT in February 2017, which was
lower
than
last
month’s
price
of
US$1,005/MT. When compared to last year’s
data for the same month the price was
US$253 higher.
In the domestic market of the Philippines
(Manila), the price decreased by US$ 24/MT
compared to the price in January 2017, and
about US$259/MT higher compared to the
price of US$757/MT in February 2016.
COCONUT OIL: The average price of
coconut oil in Europe (C.I.F. Rotterdam) for
the month of February 2017 decreased by
US$96/MT
to
US$1,719/MT
from
US$1,815/MT in January 2017. This price
was higher by 41.4% when compared to the
price of February 2016 accounting for
US$1,216/MT.
The average local price of coconut oil in the
Philippines
in
February
2017
was
US$1,680/MT. This was US$38 lower than
the price in January 2017, and it was US$522
higher if compared to the last year price for
the same month which was US$1,158/MT.
The average domestic price of coconut oil in
Indonesia in February 2017 decreased by
US$143 compared to the previous month
from
US$1,816/MT
to
US$1,673/MT.
February 2017 price was 42% higher than the
price of the same month of 2016 which was
US$1,178/MT.
COPRA MEAL: The average domestic price
of the commodity in the Philippines at selling
points was quoted at US$195/MT. The price

was US$5 higher than price of the previous
month, and was US$48/MT lower than the
last year price for the same month.
The average domestic price of copra meal in
Sri Lanka increased by US$8 compared to
the last month price of US$263/MT, and was
higher than last year price of US$259/MT for
the same month.
DESICCATED COCONUT: The average
price of desiccated coconut (DC) FOB USA in
February 2016 was US$2,528/MT. This price
was US$53 higher than the previous month’s
price and US$468 higher than the price of the
same month last year. In Sri Lanka, the
domestic price of desiccated coconut in
February 2017 was US$2,712/MT or US$292
higher than the price in January 2017.
Meanwhile, the price of DC in the domestic
market in the Philippines was US$1,774/MT,
which was US$402 higher than the previous
month’s price at US$1,372 and US$234
higher than the price in the same month last
year. Indonesian price in February 2017 was
US$2,413/MT,
increased
by
US$160
compared to the last month’s, and increased
by US$346 from last year’s price.
COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL: In Sri
Lanka, the average price of the commodity in
February 2017 was US$336/MT. The price
was US$6/MT lower than previous month’s
price. The average price of charcoal in
Indonesia
for
February
2017
was
US$441/MT, which was US$29 higher than
last year’s price for the same month.
COIR FIBRE: Coir fiber traded in the
domestic market in Sri Lanka was priced at
US$110/MT for mix fiber and US$510 - 708
for bristle. The Indonesian price for mixed raw
fiber was US$268/MT in February 2017 which
was lower compared to last month’s price.
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Price of Coconut Products and Selected Oils (US$/MT)
Products/Country

2017
Feb.

2017
Jan.

2016
Feb.

2017
(Annual Ave.)

246

225

237

235

1,146
1,016
959
1,263

1,225
1,040
1,005
1,212

813
757
706
1,005

1,186
1,028
982
1,237

1,719
1,680
1,673
2,404

1,815
1,718
1,816
2,180

1,216
1,158
1,178
1,737

1,767
1,699
1,744
2,292

2,528
1,774
2,712
2,413

2,475
1,372
2,420
2,253

2,060
1,540
1,919
2,067

2,502
1,573
2,566
2,333

195
271
221

190
263
215

243
259
245

192
267
218

376
336
441

340
356
412

365
420
348

358
346
426

110
510
708
268

180
550
752
277

199
555
836
293

145
530
730
272

1,614
779
838

1,760
809
872

988
640
758

1,687
794
855

Fresh Coconut
Philippines (Dom. Husked)
Copra
Philippines/Indonesia (CIF N.W. Europe)
Philippines (Dom. Manila)
Indonesia (Dom. Java)
Sri Lanka (Dom. Colombo)
Coconut Oil
Philippines/Indonesia (CIF Rott.)
Philippines (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Desiccated Coconut
Philippines FOB (US), Seller
Philippines (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Copra Meal Exp. Pel.
Philippines (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Coconut Shell Charcoal
Philippines (Domestic), Visayas, Buyer
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic Java), Buyer
Coir Fibre
Sri Lanka (Mattress/Short Fibre)
Sri Lanka (Bristle 1 tie)
Sri Lanka (Bristle 2 tie)
Indonesia (Mixed Raw Fibre)
Other Oil
Palm Kernel Oil Mal/Indo (CIF Rott.)
Palm Oil, Mal/Indo (CIF Rott.)
Soybean Oil (Europe FOB Ex Mill)
Exchange Rate: February 28, 2017
1US$= P 50.23 or

Indo.=Rp13.336
Euro=US$1.06

or
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MARKET ANALYSIS OF COIR

Coir industry keeps showing a positive
growth in global market especially for value
added products. Currently global trade of
coir fiber and its value added products such
as yarn, matting, rugs and carpet as well as
geo textile is estimated worth US$ 0.9
billion. Approximately more than 70% of its
total exports are sent from India, Sri Lanka
and Indonesia as the main producers, and
the rest are shared by Thailand, Philippines
and Malaysia. The strength of India in its
domestic demand was well combined with
the growth of its export which was only 1%
of the world export in 1996, and increased
to 11% in 2002 and then doubled to 25% in
2013. The latest figure shows that its export
volume increased by more than 26% in
2016. While in the same period, Sri Lanka’s
export increased by 18.7% in value which
was dominated by finished products such as
fibre pith, moulded coir products and coir
twine. India and Sri Lanka emphasize more
on value added products. Meanwhile, China
is still a major importing country for coir
products as its current share in the global
market is more than 50% of the world import
even though it currently faces a challenge
from a slowdown in Chinese economy.

Exports of coir products from India
continue to grow as the global market
for coir and coir products is improving.
The latest data from Coir Board of India
show that in the period of April - July
2016, a total quantity of 269,757 MT of
coir and coir products were exported
from India globally. The export valued at
Rs. 67,399 lakhs or equal to US$ 10.1
million. Such export revenue increased
by 20.6% from the previous year at US$
8.4 million. The revenue might still be
improving due to a growing demand

from importing countries, such as China
and USA for coir and coir products from
India.
India exports 14 coir product
categories to the world market. These
include semi finished products such as
coir yarns, loom mats and mattings, and
rubberized coir to finished products like
geo-textiles, coir rugs and carpets.
Exports of coir products from India were
still dominated by coir pith and coir fiber.
In the period of April until July 2016, the
two coir products constituted for 89% of
the total export volume of coir products.
In the period, the two main products
were increasing which brought the total
exports of coir products from India to
grow. Coir pith and coir fibre rose by
35.4% and 22.1% respectively. Coir geo
textiles recorded the highest export
growth accounting for 38.6% in volume
and 51% in value. USA, China,
Netherland, South Korea, and UK were
the main destination of coir pith from
India with the shares of 26.2%, 24.3%,
8.4%, 5.2%, and 4.8% respectively.
Meanwhile, Japan is still a major
importer of Sri Lanka’s coir products.
Japan’s import of coir products was
dominated by coco pith which was mostly
used as agriculture planting media,
fertilizer, animal feed and sometimes
bedding for the animal pens. In the period
of January- December 2016 Japan
imported 47,212 tons or 25.3% of the Sri
Lanka’s total export of coco pith at
186,820 tons. Coco pith contributed the
highest revenue of Sri Lanka coir products
which accounted for 35.3% of the total
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 3, 1 March 2017
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export. Other major markets of Sri Lanka
coco pith included South Korea, Mexico,
China, USA, UK, Iran, and Spain. They
imported coco pith ranging from 19,698
tons to 6,719 tons during the period. The
combined import volume of coco pith from
those countries was 77,376 tons or 41.4%
of Sri Lanka’s total export of coco pith.
Compared to the previous year, export
volume of coco pith demonstrated a
positive growth of 10%. Furthermore, in
the same period, moulded coir products
was the Sri Lankan coir products that
showed the highest increase in volume
compared to the same period in the
previous year. The products recorded
40% increase in volume from 49,448 MT
in 2015 to 69,412 MT in 2016.
Unlike India and Sri Lanka, exports of
coir products from Indonesia were
dominated by an unfinished coir product,
coir fiber. Export of coir fiber from
Indonesia in the period of JanuaryDecember 2016 was 30,153 MT, valued
US$ 7.4 million. The total export volume
declined by 15% compared to the volume
of previous year for the same period.

China was the major importing country for
coir fiber from Indonesia. China absorbed
25,509 MT or 84.6% of Indonesia’s export
of coir fiber. Other destinations for coir
fibre from Indonesia were Japan, South
Korea, Malaysia, and Singapore. The
export of raw coir fiber in bales was
almost the only coconut coir products
from Indonesia shipped to the global
market in the observed period. Exports of
other coir products were significantly low
both in volume and value.
Price of coir fibre showed a decreasing
trend in the last quarter of 2016 and
remained weak in the beginning of 2017. In
Sri Lanka, the average price of raw fibre
dropped to US$ 110/MT in February 2017
after a stagnant trend in the second half of
2016. While the price of coir fibre in
Indonesia started to decline in the last
quarter of 2016 and reached US$ 268/MT in
February 2017. A slowdown in Chinese
economy as a major importing country of
raw fibre and an increasing demand of
value added products brought about a
decreasing trend in the demand of raw fibre
which led to a lower price.

Figure 1. Average Monthly Price of Coir Fiber
January 2013 - February 2017 (US$/MT)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
COCONUT OIL PRICES UP IN FIJI
There has been the general feeling
among shoppers at the Suva Municipal
Market that the price of coconut body oil
had suddenly increased over the past
couple of months from around $3-$5 to $7$8 for a 350-ml bottle. Acting on the news
tip, a Fiji Times business news team visited
the Suva market and interviewed three
coconut oil market vendors and they all said
the same thing; the price from their
respective suppliers had increased. Ratu
Peni Navu of Toorak, who has been a
vendor at the Suva Market for more than a
decade, said: "I can't do much, when my
supplier from Labasa increases his price of
coconut oil I have to increase my price to
survive.” He now sells a 350ml bottle of
coconut body oil for $7. Ratu Peni said he
used to sell the same-sized bottle at $5
about a month ago. He says he now buys a
two-litre bottle of coconut oil from his
supplier at $20 a bottle; he used to pay $12
for the same bottle two months ago. "If you
buy scented body oils, then you now have
to pay much more," Ratu Peni said. He said
his Labasa supplier told him dried coconuts
were more expensive because he had to
travel far to buy them.
Katolaini Ligaloa of Wailoku sells her
350ml bottles of coconut body oil at $8 a
bottle. "My supplier from Taveuni, says the
price for dried coconuts have increased so
she had to increase her price. I have no
choice but to increase my price as well," she
said. Ms. Ligaloa said she had to increase
her selling price at the market from
November last year. "Besides, I have to buy
from my supplier because a lot of customers
prefer home-boiled coconut oil as body oil,
not the factory processed ones sold in
supermarkets," Ms. Ligaloa said.
She said the effect of Severe Tropical
Cyclone Winston was now affecting the
supply of dried coconuts. And Siteri Mareau,

63, of Suva, who now also sells a 350ml
bottle for $7, said her Labasa suppliers told
her the price of dried coconuts had gone up.
"I think it's because of Cyclone Winston that
we now have less coconuts and the price
has gone up," Mrs. Mareau said.
(http://www.fijitimes.com)
INDIA’S COCONUT BOARD APPROVES
38 PROJECTS
The Coconut Development Board
(CDB) in India has approved 38 projects
with an outlay of 60.20 crore and financial
assistance of 9.086 crore under Technology
Mission on Coconut, according a report in
The Hindu Business Line. The approved
projects will have an annual processing
capacity of 1,912.70 lakh coconuts and
18,000 tons production of coconut shell
charcoal and 1,500 tons production of
coconut shell-based activated carbon. Out
of the 38 projects, three were research
projects, 32 projects on processing and
product diversification, and three market
promotion.
Under the sub component ‘processing
and product diversification’ are seven
projects for desiccated coconut powder,
eight virgin coconut oil units, two neera
processing unit, two coconut oil units, five
copra dryer units, four ball copra making
units, three shell charcoal units, and one
activated carbon unit. The states of Kerala,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Andhra
Pradesh were among the recipients of the
projects. In Kerala, five virgin coconut oil
processing units with a capacity to process
77,400 nuts per day, one coconut oil unit for
processing 5,500 coconuts per day, one
desiccated coconut powder making units
with a capacity to process 30,000 nuts per
day, etc were sanctioned.
In Karnataka, two desiccated coconut
powder processing units with a capacity to
process 65,000 nuts per day and one shell
charcoal unit to produce 30 tons of charcoal
per day were sanctioned. In Tamil Nadu,
four desiccated coconut powder processing
units with a capacity to process 1,70,000
nuts per day and three virgin coconut oil
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 3, 1 March 2017
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units for processing 185,000 coconuts per
day were sanctioned. In Andhra Pradesh,
four milling copra making units with a
capacity to process 40,000 coconuts per
day and four ball copra making units with a
capacity to process 29 lakh coconuts per
year were sanctioned. (UCAP Bulletin)
PHILIPPINES SEES COCONUT EXPORT
REVENUES RISING
The Philippines expects revenues from
coconut product exports to increase 10 to
20 percent over the next two years, as
demand continues to grow worldwide.
Philippine
Coconut
Authority
(PCA)
Administrator Billy Andal cited coconut
products with huge potential in more export
markets, particularly coconut sugar, coconut
syrup, coco fiber and even lotion and mouth
freshener from coconut oil.

EXPANSION PLANS FOR FIJIAN BULA
BATIKI COCONUT OIL FIRM FOUNDED
BY GLOUCESTERSHIRE AND BRISTOL
STUDENTS
Two graduate entrepreneurs are
looking to expand their not-for-profit
business selling coconut oil produced on the
Fijian island of Batiki. Callum Drummond,
from Churchdown in Gloucester, and friend
Ellis Williams, who attended Bristol
University, aim to drive up sales of their
Bula Batiki Coconut Oil and plough the
money back into education and healthcare
on the island. Their plan to make extra
virgin coconut oil won last year’s Cardiff
University Sparks Enterprise Award – giving
them £2,000 to kick start the venture.

He added the country was looking to
penetrate new markets, such as Russia and
China. Total export sales receipts from
coconut products reached $2 billion in 2016.

Mr. Drummond, 23, who studied
psychology at Cardiff University, graduated
last summer. By then he’d already forged
long-standing friendships with families on
the island. He and Mr. Williams, 23, from
Llandyssil in Powys, first visited Batiki in
2012 as volunteers with the charity Think
Pacific, teaching and coaching sport in the
island’s primary school. “The islanders were
amazing. They treated us like family.” said
Mr. Drummond. “I knew in 2012 that I had
to go back and see them again. We
returned for Christmas in December 2014,
and really experienced the subsistence
hardships they face.

Andal is optimistic about sustaining this
year coconut production in 2016 to meet
export demand amid typhoon “Nina” that hit
the country last December. “In 2018, we can
hit 20 percent (export revenue growth), this
year by 10 percent. 2018 will be an opener
for us considering we have a lot of money
by then,” he further said. The PCA expected
an increase in coconut yield and higher
exports in the next few years amid plan of a
group of coconut farmer’s organizations to
withdraw its petition before the Supreme
Court that resulted in a temporary
restraining order (TRO) on the utilization of
P75
billion
coco
levy
funds.
(http://news.mb.com.ph)

We wanted to find a way of helping the
families who had been so kind to us. The
family I stayed with asked me ‘do you use
coconut oil back in the UK,’ and that was
really the ‘lightbulb moment.’ It’s innovation
in a nutshell. We saw that the villagers
could produce coconut oil on the island, and
we realised coconut oil was becoming
increasingly popular in the UK. We then
started trying to create a business plan to
produce pure virgin coconut oil on Batiki,
ship it to the UK, jar it, and then reinvest the
profits back into the community in order to
develop housing, healthcare and education.
Our primary aim is to establish a sustainable
source of income. Producing coconut oil
allows the villagers to earn more than

“Our exports will grow exponentially
because for the demand alone for coco
fiber, we are not even meeting 50 percent of
the demand; coco sugar we are not even
meeting 50 percent,” he said in an interview.
Andal also said Europe remained the
country’s biggest market for these coconut
products.
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double their previous income from selling
copra (dried coconut),” he said.
Since starting Bula Batiki Coconut Oil
in May last year, the friends and business
partners have sold 800 jars of the oil around
the world – including China, Australia and
the US – with all profits going to Batiki
projects. The business partners have now
launched a month-long Kickstarter fundraiser to increase oil production. In return for
pledging money to support the project,
people can select rewards including a set
number of coconut oil jars, branded t-shirts,
and even a potential trip to Fiji. All funds go
to Batiki education and healthcare.
“We are not pressurising Batiki
islanders to change their way of life, as we
don’t want to change their culture. Families
only participate if they want to get involved.
The chiefs in the four villages on the island
really understand what we’re trying to do,
and they’re really backing the project. It can
help triple families’ incomes,” they said.
Coconut oil can be used for frying, baking,
and roasting. It can also be used in hair and
skin care and as a natural moisturiser. Each
jar of Bula Batiki Coconut Oil carries a tag
noting the island family which harvested the
oil. (http://www.southwestbusiness.co.uk)
KALASAPURA
STRUGGLES
FOR
SURVIVAL AS DROUGHT CONTINUES
The horticultural and agricultural
gardens in Kalasapura and surrounding
villages, once lush green, have turned dry,
thanks to the prevailing drought situation in
the district.
The farmers who were earning in lakhs
of rupees from the arecanut and coconut
crops are selling the trees for Rs 100 as
firewood. Kalasapura, situated 22-km away
from the district headquarters, has a
population of 6,000. Agriculture and dairy
farming were the major occupations of the
people. Due to the prevailing drought
situation, the farmers are migrating in
search of better living.
The Kalasapura villagers told DH,
“Oxen costing Rs 80,000 to Rs 1 lakh were

sold for half the rate as we failed to get
fodder. We have sold even milching cows.
The gram panchayat supplies water once a
week through tankers and we are waiting for
the water.”
To witness the agrarian crisis, all one
needs to do is drive through the parched
region with the farmers felling the dried
arecanut and coconut trees.
“Kalasapura is the place where movies
like
‘Bangarada
Manushya’
and
‘Bhoothayyana Maga Ayyu’ were shot. Dr.
Rajkumar was bowled over by Nature’s
beauty at Kalasapura. However, now the
beauty is only a forgotten past,” said farmer
and advocate K N Nagaraja Rao.
The situation is no different at
Belavadi, Galihalli, Ishwarahalli, Sindigere,
Bhaktarahalli,
Machenahalli,
Devagondanahalli, KB Hal and Lakhya
hobli. “We have been witnessing drought for
the last one decade. Many farmers have
migrated. Now only senior citizens are left
behind in the village,” said farmer Rame
Gowda.
“Had the Karagada water project been
completed five years ago and the water
released to the tanks, we would have saved
the arecanut and coconut trees. The elected
representatives have failed to come to our
rescue,” said the villagers. Further they said,
“The region has received only 10 to 12
inches of rainfall in the last one decade. All
the ponds have gone dry. The groundwater
level has declined drastically. Of the 3,000
borewells, water is available only in 50 to 60
borewells.”
Farmer Chandre Gowda said, “My sixacre arecanut farm is fully dry. We can
survive only if the government pays the
compensation
for
loss
of
crops.”
(http://www.deccanherald.com)
NEW PEST POSES THREAT
COCONUT, BANANA CROPS

TO

A new invasive pest is blighting
coconut and banana plantations across the
State, signalling a fresh crisis for farmers
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 3, 1 March 2017
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struggling to cope with the worsening
drought.
The government has issued a pest
alert, warning farmers against the outbreak
of the destructive whitefly which has been
reported from almost all districts. Scientists
at the Kerala Agricultural University have
identified the pest as the Rugos Spiralling
Whitefly (RSW).
In December last year, KAU scientists
and
St.
Berchman’s
College,
Changanassery, reported the occurrence of
RSW (Aleurodicus rugioperculatus) in
coconut palms, mango, and guava in
Kottayam.
A small insect measuring up to 2 mm in
length, the whitefly sucks out sap from the
underside of leaflets. The honeydew
excreted by the insects attracts ants and
encourages the growth of a fungus which
leads to sooty mould, affecting the
photosynthetic efficiency of the plant. The
wax covered eggs laid by the females get
dispensed with a fluff of white dust.
Climate change factor
The Central Plantation Crops Research
Institute, Kasaragod, had reported RSW
outbreak from Palakkad and Pollachi in
Tamil Nadu in July-August 2016. Scientists
at the institute have attributed the flare up to
the shift in the weather pattern. They feel
that the rise in summer temperature and the
drop in relative humidity due to failure of the
two monsoons last year could have
contributed to the infestation.
The National Bureau of Agricultural
Insect Resources (NBAIR), Bengaluru, has
classified RSW as a very destructive,
invasive pest threatening coconut in India.
According to S. Shanas, Department of
Agricultural Entomology, KAU, who reported
the whitefly outbreak in the journal
Entomon, 17 host plants in Kerala including
coconut, banana, mango, jackfruit, and
tamarind are susceptible to the infestation.
Dr. Shanas said the pest, which has
been declared a serious threat to several
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 3, 1 March 2017

crops in the U.S., could have gained entry
into India through trade in ornamental
plants. He said it might be impossible to
contain the spread of the pest in India
unless immediate steps were taken.
Biocontrol measures
The Agriculture Department has
recommended biocontrol measures against
RSW in coconut and banana farms.
Farmers have been directed not to use
chemical pesticides. The recommended
management strategy involves application
of a mixture of neem oil, soap, and garlic or
liquid biopesticide.
The CPCRI has also recommended
bio-suppression of whitefly using the
parasitoid
Encarsia
sp.
(http://www.thehindu.com)
INDONESIAN
COCONUT
SWEET SPOT IN HUNGARY

ENJOYS

Hungarian businesses have urged their
Indonesian counterparts to export more
coconut products to their country. “Today’s
coconut supplies from around the world,
including Indonesia, don’t meet demand in
Hungary and other countries in central and
eastern
Europe,”
said
Hungarian
businessman
Adam
Kapas,
whose
company Mayers Kft is a major Indonesian
coconut importer. “The high demand [for
coconut products] and short supplies lead to
continuing increases in price, especially for
coconut oil, which increased between 7 and
10 percent each month in 2016,” he added.
Adam estimates that Hungary needs 1.5
million liters of coconut milk and 500,000
liters of coconut oil per year. His firm
supplies 700,000 liters of coconut milk
annually to the domestic market.
Indonesian coconut exports to Hungary
include coconut cooking oil, desiccated
coconut, coconut water, coconut cream,
coconut milk and coconut sugar. Trade
Ministry data show that coconut product
exports saw healthy growth in past years.
Export value increased nearly 15 percent as
of October 2016 from the same period in
2015. In 2015, the value rose 20.7 percent
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to 2.2 million euro (US$2.3 million) from the
previous year.
The Indonesian Agriculture Ministry
has allocated Rp 28.1 billion this year to
rejuvenate 16,725 hectares of coconut
farmland in 20 provinces. Indonesia saw
coconut production decline 5.6 percent to 3
million tons in 2014 mainly due to aging
plants. That year, the country had 3.63
million ha of coconut farmland, 98 percent
of which was managed by small farmers.
(http://www.thejakartapost.com)
CY
2016
GAWAD
SAKA
MOST
OUTSTANDING COCONUT FARMER
CY 2016 Gawad Saka Award, for the
most Outstanding Coconut Farmer is Mr.
Carlito D. Villamayor, 76-year-old from
Poblacion, Alabat, Quezon, Region IV-A.
Mr. Villamayor is an accountant by
profession.
He
gained
considerable
knowledge and skills in coconut farming
with his almost 11 years of involvement in
the coconut industry as farmer, leader and
entrepreneur.
Mr. Villamayor’s has had outstanding
achievements which include maximisation of
the utilization of his 5-hectare coconut land
planted with a total of 500 Laguna Tall
varieties for greater productivity by
implementing an integrated crop-livestock
production and practice of organic farming
technology by recycling and utilizing farm
wastes, mulching with rice hulls and
coconut husks to conserve moisture,
improve soil fertility and reduce weed
growth. He also fertilizes his crops with bat
guano that are collected from the nearby
forest. He is engaged in coconut sugar
production earning almost half a million
pesos in just seven (7) months. He
produces 26-27 kgs. of coco sugar per day
which is being sold to the local market at
P200/kg. His product has reached Japan
through Alabat and Pasciolco Agri-Ventures
as coco sugar consolidator/exporter. These
particular
enterprises
have
created
significant impact to the community thru job
generation employing 15 persons including
housewives as cook and out of school

youths as tapper. He has established
coconut and cacao seedlings nursery in his
farm. The cacao seedlings were provided
thru LGU-PCA Project on Coconut CacaoIntercropping Project. At present, his farm
serves as a training site for coco sugar
production particularly that of LGU of
Alabat.
He
had
established
good
partnership with LGU, DTI, DSWD, DOST
and other Coconut Industry Stakeholders
which is an advantage to improve and
promote
his
coconut
products.
(http://pca.da.gov.ph)
PCA UPBEAT ON HIGHER COPRA YIELD
IN EASTERN VISAYAS
The Philippine Coconut Authority
(PCA) in Eastern Visayas is optimistic the
coconut industry in the region will be more
vibrant this year, as price of copra has
increased amid sustained recovery of the
industry after Typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan)
devastated the area in 2013. Copra mill
gate price has fetched P50 to P54 per
kilogram. The PCA thus hoped that more
farmers will resume coconut cultivation this
year. Copra, the dried kernel or meat of the
coconut, is used to extract coconut oil. PCA
regional regulatory officer Benjamin Yu
reiterated the need to build more coconut oil
processing plants to accommodate the
growing copra output in the region. “We
have few processing plants and oil mills.
The current capacity of our oil mills here are
not enough to absorb local production,” Yu
said. The PCA is still consolidating the 2016
production reports, but Uy is confident of
sustained growth in Eastern Visayas, the
country’s second largest coconut producing
region, next to Mindanao. In 2015, the
region’s copra yield was pegged at 330,252
metric tons produced by 1.2 million farmers.
PCA has been convincing more investors to
put up copra processing plants and oil mills.
The region has seven existing coconut oil
mills with four in Leyte, two in Northern
Samar and one in Samar. The Tacloban Oil
Mills Inc. in Tolosa, Leyte is the region’s
largest, generating an estimated 108,000
metric tons in 2015. About one third of the
region’s population was affected when
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 3, 1 March 2017
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Typhoon Yolanda destroyed
million
coconut
(http://www.sunstar.com.ph)

about 16
trees.

PH COCONUT PRODUCTION TO RISE IN
2017 – UCAP
UCAP estimates Philippine coconut
production in 2016 at 2.052 million MT in
copra terms, declining by 9.1% from yearearlier revised data at 2.258 million MT.
The shortfall was on account prolonged
rainfall deficit due to El Niño episode during
the last quarter of 2015 that extended up to
the first half of 2016.
For the current year (2017) UCAP
projects coconut production to recover 9.3%
to 2.244 million MT. Though rainfall in many
coconut areas was below normal last year
(2016), levels showed improvement from
2015’s
below
normal
precipitation.
Moreover, rainfall pattern last year also
revealed recovery from below normal status
to above normal in many coconut areas
later during the year especially in the last
quarter. Hence the expectation that the
second semester harvest will be better than
the first semester.
Preliminary estimate of coconut export
in 2016 is placed at 1.408 million MT in
copra terms, an appreciable decline by
13.5% from prior year revised total at 1.628
million MT. Apart from the major exports
copra, coconut oil, copra meal, desiccated
coconut and oleochemicals, the total also
included virgin coconut oil as volume has
become significant to affect total.
For the current year 2017, export is
projected at 1.501 million MT copra terms, a
moderate rise by 6.6% from year-earlier
following expectations of recovery in
production. Breakdown is as follows, in MT
commodity terms: coconut oil 765,000
(712,423 estimate for 2016), desiccated
coconut 90,000 (86,819), copra meal
325,000 (274,937), oleochemicals as copra
40,000 (37,212), virgin coconut oil 28,000
(27,625). (UCAP Bulletin)
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SAMOA’S ECONOMY RIDING THE WAVE
OF COCONUT TREND
Amid Australia's declining foreign aid
budget, DFAT is looking to alternative
methods of improving outlooks in Pacific
nations desperate for assistance, with a
new 'aid-to-trade' program. Coconuts are a
staple in the Samoan kitchen - each week,
households around its islands use dozens
of coconuts for cooking. But they're also a
lucrative export product.
Edwin Tamasese is the founder of
coconut oil producing business, Coconut
Cluster. He told SBS News coconuts are
becoming popular again, despite an
ongoing debate on the health impacts of
saturated fats. “That whole science is
changing, which means that this crop that
died off in the 80s because of the medical
establishment overall saying that saturated
fats were bad for you, so we lost these big
markets and these are all coming back into
vogue now," he said. Mr. Tamasese is one
man behind what he calls an "economic
revolution" in Samoa.
He created his coconut oil business to
help empower locals and give back to the
broader community. “We could see that the
economy wasn't really in a position where it
should be," he said. "We were about $400
million short of where we should have been,
for getting our GDP right. So we were
looking at how we could translate things into
positives, get our agriculture back up to
where it should be, and get the economy
back to where it needed to be.” For him, it’s
a commitment to lifting communities out of
poverty. In addition to the 16 locals directly
employed, Coconut Cluster pays some 200
farmers above fair trade rates. And there
are hopes to increase staff numbers.
That initiative has been helped along
by an $80,000 investment - the first private
investment as part of the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade's 'aid-to-trade'
program, aimed at supporting indigenous
business growth in Pacific nations reliant on
our declining foreign aid budget. Anthea
Smits, from non-profit social investment
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consultant, The Difference Incubator, is
helping the government identify businesses.
So far, about 80 have been evaluated, with
a second private investment imminent.
“Traditionally, aid and development has
been a deep dark hole that money gets
poured into. What we're looking at is
sustainability. And how we can stimulate
economic development, alongside aid and
development,” Ms. Smits said. "We can do
good and make money, and those two
things can work together." The agriculture
industry has traditionally been strong in the
Pacific, with significant opportunities in
coffee and cocoa as well.
But the region is vulnerable to
destructive weather, and Ms. Smits said
planning around Mother Nature is vital.
“When Cyclone Pam came through, more
mature crops got wiped out, but the younger
crops were fine, and so we're experimenting
in that particular project with how we can
actually have crops at different ages,” she
said. Location is also a challenge, but Mr.
Tamasese doesn't see it that way.
“We're geographically isolated, which
we thought this is actually a benefit,
because we're away from many of the
industrial pollutants which are causing
issues all over the world,” he said. For him,
redeveloping crops to meet market demand
is one big step towards self-determining the
Pacific's future. (http://www.sbs.com.au)
SAMOA’S MISILUKI
TOKYO MEGA SHOW

SKINCARE

IN

Samoa’s luxury skincare range Misiluki
is making its debut in Japan this week at
one of the largest gift shows in the world.
Husband and wife team, Misiluki founder
and CEO Lufilufi Rasmussen and Director
Michael Rasmussen are attending the 83rd
Tokyo International Gift Show, which boasts
300,000 scheduled attendees and 2500
exhibitors at the three-day event.
Lufilufi Rasmussen said the Japan
trade show was part of an international
marketing strategy aimed at securing agent
representation and high-end chain store

contracts. “It probably sounds like we are
reaching for the stars but Misiluki has been
seven years in the making and I’ve always
had this vision to have the range be sold
globally.” Rasmussen said Misiluki had had
positive feedback from agents and
distributors, commenting favourably on the
packaging and the products themselves,
and had scheduled follow-up meetings after
the show. She said they were grateful for
the support of the Pacific Islands Centre in
Japan, and the Samoa Ambassador to
Japan Fa’alavaau Perina Sila-Tualaulelei,
who had been at the show each day and
provided a Japanese translator for the
show. Misiluki shared their sales booth with
other high quality Pacific products such as
designer clothing label TAV from the Cook
Islands, as well as companies from the
Republic of the Marshall Islands, the
Federated States of Micronesia, Palau and
Tonga. Ambassador Fa’alavaau said it was
important to support Samoan companies
when they came to Japan. “I admire the
gutsy determination, the commitment and
the passion that drive Lufilufi and Michael to
try and get a foothold into the very tight
Japanese cosmetics market. Their story, the
birth of and vision for Misiluki is amazing.
That is truly inspirational.”
The Tokyo gift show covered
manufacturing, anime and character, and
cuisine, to lifestyle, design, fashion, beauty,
and home furnishing and aims to discover
fashionable yet high-quality products.
Misiluki launched for the first time at
the Sydney Beauty Exhibition August, 2016,
with support from Pacific Trade and Invest.
In July, the company will showcase its range
in Las Vegas and New York.
“I have had great support and this
drives me even more to ensuring Misiluki is
a successful brand internationally. There is
definitely still a lot of work but I’ve been very
methodical and pedantic in my approach,
reason why it’s taken seven years to get this
project off the ground, I had to make sure I
was market ready.” The Misiluki range uses
only natural ingredients including coldCOCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 3, 1 March 2017
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pressed organic virgin coconut oil and fetau
oil from Women in Business Development
Inc in Samoa. “I was always going to use
our coconut oil. As Samoans, we know
coconut oil to be moisturising, healing and a
great makeup remover. I wanted to take
these natural benefits and combine them
with other natural active ingredients to
appeal to wider audience. Naturally using
Samoan oils means I am supporting our
local village farmers, which is an important
factor to Misiluki.” Misiluki is currently sold in
Samoa, New Zealand and at misiluki.com.
(http://www.talamua.com)

Accordingly the Special Commodity
Levy on a kilogram of coconut oil has been
reduced from Rs. 150 to Rs. 130 while the
levy of a kilogram of crude coconut oil/crude
palm oil is reduced from Rs. 130 to Rs. 110.
Special commodity levy of a kilogram of
palm kernel and refined palm oil will be
reduced from Rs. 150 to Rs. 130.
(http://www.colombopage.com)
PLANS
TO
INCREASE
COCONUT
CULTIVATION IN SRI LANKA

Cabinet of Ministers has approved to
import 40,000 MT of coconut oil in a bid of
soaring prices in local markets. The decision
was taken as a short term measure to
accommodate the situation and the Cabinet
has decided to revise the special commodity
tax in order to reduce the price of coconut
oil.
Cabinet
Spokesperson,
Minister
Gayantha Karunathilaka stated this at a
media briefing held in Colombo to inform of
cabinet decisions. (http://www.hirunews.lk)

Minister of Primary Industries Daya
Gamage said that his Ministry is planning to
launch a program to increase coconut
cultivation in the country. Minister Gamage
made these comments in Parliament
answering a question by MP Indika
Anuruddha. The Minister said that there is a
high demand for coconut oil in the
international market. The price of coconuts
has increased. Therefore our ministry
together with the Ministry of Plantations has
launched a program to increase the
cultivation. In addition plans are underway
to add value to coconut products to get a
higher export revenue, said the minister.
(http://www.news.lk)

SPECIAL
COMMODITY
LEVY
ON
COCONUT OIL REDUCED BY 20 RUPEES

PILOT PROJECTS TO BOOST PACIFIC
COCONUT INDUSTRY

The Cabinet of Ministers has given
approval to reduce the Special Commodity
Levy the levy on imported coconut oil to
maintain the coconut price in a certain level
in the local market. Coconut Research
Institute has forecasted that the coconut
harvest may decrease nearly by 14 percent
from January to August 2017 compared to
2016 and it could cause an increase in price
of coconuts. Therefore short term strategies
should be implemented to maintain the
coconut price in a certain level.

The Pacific Community (SPC) and the
European Union will support the coconut
industry in Samoa and Vanuatu as part of a
new regional initiative to improve small
producer’s business competitiveness. The
€3.5 million Coconut Industry Development
Project (CIDP) aims to improve the
livelihood of smallholder farmers in Samoa
and Vanuatu, and to share lessons learned
to support the development of the regional
coconut industries. SPC Project Team
Leader, Karen Mapusua, says the call for
Expressions of Interest is now open for all
involved in the coconut industry including
the private sector, farmers’ organisations,
and NGOs working with farmers. This allows
potential applicants ample time to develop
the required business plans and other
documentation and take advantage of this
unique opportunity to access technical

SRI LANKAN GOVERNMENT TO IMPORT
40,000 MT OF COCONUT OIL

Accordingly, Minister of Plantation
Industries Navin Dissanayake has proposed
to amend the Special Commodity Levy
enabling importation of 40,000 MT of edible
oil required for four months to minimize the
use of coconut for other products.
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assistance, training and equipment to
support innovation in the coconut sector. In
Vanuatu, the coconut sector supports 80
per cent of Vanuatu’s rural population
livelihoods. Until recently copra has been
the country’s main foreign exchange earner.
In Samoa, over 80 per cent of the
population use up to 45 coconuts for
cooking each week. Coconut also accounts
for almost 5 per cent of export earnings.
Coconut has a central role in the diets of
Pacific people and is vital in contributing to
food security, health promotion and
sustainable livelihoods. New interest in
coconuts and products such as virgin
coconut oil, coconut water, coconut sap
products and timber amongst others are
also presenting opportunities for new growth
in the coconut industry. Ms. Mapusua said
there will be a very competitive selection
process for the projects with a strong due
diligence component. (http://brussels.cta.int)
RHINOCEROS BEETLE
FOR KWAIO FARMERS

NIGHTMARE

Coconut plantation farmers in central
and west Kwaio in Malaita say their newly
grown coconut plants are being destroyed
by the deadly Rhinoceros beetle. Famer
John Seluwala told this paper that since
being discovered, the beetle has been
sweeping across the plantations like
wildfire. “Not only with coconut but the
beetles are also found at our banana trees
where they were eaten up by their leaves.
You can only find them in the leaves of the
newly grown coconut plants where it was
estimated from 4-5 years old coconuts.”
They believe that the beetles may have
been artificially introduced into Kwaio
recently from Honiara. Seluwala said he has
already informed the Ministry of Agriculture
in Auki and is waiting response.
However, according to Labu Toito’ona,
senior planning officer Agriculture, Malaita
province, the beetles are endemic species
which have not harmed crops until now, and
that they will investigate the change in the
insect’s behaviour and address it. “We have
no better assessment to our local famers at

the rural areas because we lack Logistic
especially vehicle to carry us to where our
locals are. We call upon the ministry of
agriculture and live stock to consider our
need in the Auki agriculture office for our
officers to carry out their responsibilities to
our local farmers. We want to get rid of this
deadly insect where it will destroy all our
coconuts if no better assessment and
management is not carried out by our
agriculture officers to our local coconut
farmers in our rural areas,” Toito’ona said.
(http://theislandsun.com)
PALM KERNEL OIL AND COCONUT OIL
BASED
NATURAL
FATTY
ACIDS
MARKET WORTH $8BN BY 2024:
GLOBAL MARKET INSIGHTS INC.
Asia Pacific will dominate palm kernel
oil and coconut oil based natural fatty acids
market owing to concentration of raw
material production in South East Asian
countries such as Philippines, Indonesia,
India and Vietnam. The report “Palm Kernel
Oil And Coconut Oil Based Natural Fatty
Acids Market Size by End-user (Detergents,
Personal Care, Plastics, Rubber), Industry
Analysis Report, Regional Outlook (U.S.,
Canada, Germany, UK, France, Spain, Italy,
China, India, Japan, Australia, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Brazil, Mexico, South Africa,
GCC), Application Growth Potential, Price
Trends, Competitive Market Share &
Forecast, 2016 – 2024” by Global Market
Insights, Inc. says Palm Kernel Oil And
Coconut Oil Based Natural Fatty Acids
Market size is set to cross USD 8 billion by
2024.
Global
surfactant
demand
for
detergents used in residential or industrial
cleaning will boost the global palm kernel oil
and coconut oil based natural fatty acids
market in the near future. Increasing use of
lauric
acid
based
hydrophobes
in
surfactants will influence the global market
positively. Regulations regarding industrial
and workplace cleanliness, coupled with the
growing number of industries all around the
globe will signify the surfactants demand
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 3, 1 March 2017
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throughout the considered forecast span.
Surfactants industry was worth beyond USD
30 billion in 2015 with an estimated growth
at a moderate rate from 2016 to 2024.
Growing concerns regarding the
harmful side effects of chemicals present in
cosmetics and toiletries will also play a
major role in promoting the palm kernel oil
and coconut oil based natural fatty acids
market throughout the forecast span. Rising
awareness about the benefits of naturally
derived cosmetic and personal care
products will strengthen the market
throughout the forecast span. Moreover,
increasing number of concept retail stores
and showrooms, along with rising demand
from departmental stores, beauty product
stores, spas, salons, etc. will drive the
demand in coming years.
Global organic personal care products
market size was above USD 10 billion in
2015. It will likely exceed USD 24 billion by
2024, with a high growth rate of over 10%
CAGR. Extensive use of palm kernel and
coconut oil based products for moisturizing,
makeup, suntan, and hair care will support
the rise in palm kernel oil and coconut oil
based natural fatty acids market demand. A
shifting trend towards organic or bio-based
personal care products along with gradual
advancements in ethical consumerism will
propel the demand for end products derived
from natural fatty acids.
The highly inconsistent raw material
price trends may hinder global palm kernel
oil and coconut oil based natural fatty acids
market throughout the forecast span. Rate
of change of palm kernel oil price ranged
from -15.14% to 21.53% between 2013 and
2015, and that of coconut oil ranged from 10.38% to 28.93% in the same timeframe.
Concentration of palm kernel and coconut
production in Asia Pacific region will also
significantly increase the raw material cost
in other parts of the globe.
Detergents and personal care products
are the principal end-user segments for the
industry, collectively accounting to more
than half of the overall market share. Rising
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 3, 1 March 2017

awareness and initiatives for promoting
residential, commercial, and industrial
cleanliness makes detergents sector a
significant end-user with over a third of the
overall palm kernel oil and coconut oil
based natural fatty acids market size. In
2015, personal care segment generated
over USD 1 billion, and it will likely have a
moderate growth rate owing to growing
inclination towards natural and organic
cosmetics, skin care, and hair care
products.
Asia Pacific region recorded more than
half of the overall global palm kernel oil and
coconut oil based natural fatty acids market.
The region has several oleochemical
manufacturing industries for development of
the end products.
North America has an extremely
volatile raw material price trend, making the
region slow growing in the near future. High
demand for organic personal care products
in developed countries of Europe may have
a positive impact on the palm kernel oil and
coconut oil based natural fatty acids
market.
Wilmar International, Musim Mas
Holdings, KLK Oleo, P&G, Kao Corporation,
Pacific
Oleochemicals,
Emery
Oleochemicals, OLEON, United Coconut
Chemicals, Chemical Associates Inc., VVF
LLC, Vantage Specialty Chemicals, Twin
Rivers
Technologies
and
Philippine
International are the important market
players. Palm kernel oil and coconut oil
based natural fatty acids market research
report includes in-depth coverage of the
industry with estimates & forecast in terms
of volume in kilo tons & revenue in USD
million from 2013 to 2024, for the following
segments: Palm Kernel Oil And Coconut Oil
Based Natural Fatty Acids Market By EndUser – Detergents, Personal Care, Plastics,
Rubber and Others. Information on a
regional and country basis is included for
North America (U.S., Canada), Europe
(Germany, UK, France, Spain, Italy) and
Asia Pacific (China, India, Japan, Australia,
Indonesia). (https://globenewswire.com)
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CARDI
TO
ASSIST
COCONUT
PROCESSOR GROUPS IN GUYANA
The Caribbean Agricultural Research
and Development Institute (CARDI) is
collaborating with the International Trade
Centre (ITC) to host a two-day training
workshop on group strengthening for
processors working in Guyana’s coconut
industry. The training will specifically target
small scale processors involved in the
development of coconut-based value added
products. Participants will be exposed to
group strengthening activities such as trust
and governance and will learn about
marketing opportunities and financial
management. The overarching goal of the
workshop is to strengthen small scale
processor groups so as to increase their
competitiveness ultimately leading to the
development of an export oriented agriprocessing sector. Executive Director of
CARDI, Barton Clarke, said that a similar
workshop will be held in Suriname during
March. There have been others in Belize,
Jamaica, Dominica, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines and Trinidad
and Tobago. (http://today.caricom.org)
WEAKER PALM OIL CAUSED
CURRENCY AND GOOD SUPPLY

BY

Palm oil has now started to rebound
slightly after trading at its lowest level for
three months. Good supply along with only
a fractional increase in demand has helped
to push prices lower in the last couple of
weeks. This in turn has also helped to push
down prices for coconut oil as well. But
coconut oil prices have also dropped even
further as Sri Lanka have dropped their levy
on imported coconut oil. This has been
enough to see coconut oil fall back from the
highest level its been at for over 2 years.
Buyers are now questioning just how low
can coconut oil go bearing in mind that
Philippines crops are not expected to
recover from Christmas Day typhoon till
June or July time?
Desiccated prices have edge up higher
driven by record high levels of coconut oil
price. But with coconut oil dropping back

somewhat its likely that the peak for
desiccated may ease off a little in the
coming weeks. But still there is strong
demand out there and recent Salmonella
contamination in low quality coconut only
helps to keep prices firmer for those quality
manufacturers. (http://www.tmduche.com)
GLOBAL COCONUT WATER MARKET
FORECAST FOR GROWTH OF OVER
25%
The global coconut water market is
expected to grow at a compound rate of
26.75% until 2020, according to a new
report. Research and Markets said that new
product development would be instrumental
in driving growth, with Coca-Cola, PepsiCo
and Vita Coco helping to make the category
among the most mainstream of the
alternative
water
segments.
Their
dominance of the market is in stark contrast
to other plant water categories, which tend
to be more fragmented and are usually
divided between several small, local
players.
The research confirms the findings of
an earlier report from food and drink
consultancy Zenith Global, which said that
the overall alternative waters market had
grown by 21% in 2016 to a value of $2.7
billion, and would double in size to reach
$5.4 billion by 2020. Volume has so far
been driven by the trend towards healthy
hydration, as consumers seek alternatives
to sugar-sweetened soft drinks, Zenith said.
The majority of value came from North and
South America, where sales of coconut
water and maple water are strongest.
Coconut water dominates, accounting
for 96% of volume and 86% of value in
2016, while new segments such as bamboo
water and cactus water have begun to
emerge. Zenith senior market analyst Portia
Rifat said: “Asia-Pacific and South America
are expected to be the fastest growth
markets for coconut water. Both have high
unpackaged coconut water consumption
and thus particular scope for packaged
coconut water. The much smaller maple
water segment is projected to triple in size
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 3, 1 March 2017
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to 2020. North America offers the greatest
potential for innovation in natural flavours
and organic sourcing. The best prospects
for birch water are in Western Europe.”
Zenith forecasts that the global market
for alternative waters will approach 1.9
billion litres by 2020, benefitting from
increasing sales in both the mainstream and
premium markets. The main opportunities
for brands in the alternative waters market
include providing premium, craft, organic
and not-from-concentrate plant waters, the
UK-based
business
said.
(http://www.foodbev.com)
VITA COCO LAUNCHES NEW BOTTLE
‘FOR PET-SEEKING CONSUMERS’
Coconut water brand Vita Coco has
launched a new 750ml PET format,
available from stores in the UK from this
month. The new bottle will complement the
existing Vita Coco range, which is currently
available in three Tetra Pak sizes: 330ml,
500ml and 1 litre. The brand claimed that it
was responding to consumer behaviour,
which has seen a rise in shoppers who
enjoy coconut water in different pack types.
The latest pack size will give these
consumers a more accessible, take-home
format, Vita Coco said.
Vita Coco EMEA CEO Giles Brook
said: “As market leaders in the coconut
water category, we constantly strive to be at
the forefront of innovation, and we are
excited to be introducing our 750ml PET
bottle this February to sit alongside our
existing Tetra range. We have witnessed
more and more consumers shop by pack
type, alongside making their product and
brand choice, so we want to ensure we
have a solution to meet PET seeking
consumers’ needs as well as the needs of
our existing tetra-loving consumer. PET also
drives better accessibility for consumers at a
lower RRP entry point, with great standout
through the disruptive bottle shape and
packaging. We want to lead the evolution of
the category as part of our overall strategy
of becoming synonymous will all things
coconut; our PET launch is very much at the
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heart of this.” The new bottle will retail for
£2.99. To mark its introduction, Vita Coco is
launching a campaign called Fresh New
Look, Same Great Taste. Centred around
London Fashion Week, it will showcase the
whole Vita Coco collection with widespread
sampling at shows and through influencer
partnerships. (http://www.foodbev.com)
COLDPRESS LAUNCHES RANGE OF
FRUIT-FLAVOURED COCONUT WATERS
Coldpress will launch a new range of
fruit-flavoured coconut waters to enhance its
position in the UK’s cold-pressed category.
The new coconut waters are available in
blood orange and mandarin; cucumber, lime
and mint; and raspberry-lemon flavours.
They are packaged in 250ml bottles. The
low-calorie drinks are packed with
electrolytes and described as ‘nutritionally
robust’. The blood orange and mandarin
version contains 25% less sugar than
regular juices, provides 80% of the daily
reference value for vitamin C and contains
just 76kcal. The latest Kantar data
underlines the importance of up-and-coming
cold-pressed juices like Coldpress, Plenish,
B-Fresh and Wow in resuscitating the juice
fixture’s wider fortunes. As Coldpress
founder Andrew Gibb said: “The pursuit of
nutritional integrity and a healthier lifestyle
should never mean dumbing down your
taste buds.” (http://www.foodbev.com)
HIGH PRICES, CONSUMER CONFUSION,
STORE PLACEMENT ARE BARRIERS TO
ORGANIC POTENTIAL
New research suggests three main
barriers namely high prices, consumer
confusion, and store placement are holding
back the full potential of natural and organic
products. “With steady and continues
growth since the economic downturn, the
natural/organic industry’s growth has been
in the range of 10% for the last four years of
growth, a rate that surpassed the growth of
the overall food industry,” according to a
new report from the full service marketing
company Acosta.
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More than 60% of consumers across
channels agree that price is far the biggest
barrier to purchasing natural and organic
products, according to Acosta. But it also
notes that this is changing with shrinking
price differential between conventional and
natural/organic items, making natural/
organic more accessible. It attributes this
shift to three major factors: 1) increased
competition among retailers in all channels
to capture the natural/organic shopper; 2)
the basic theory that as demand increases
so too will supply, which will drive down
price; and 3) the consolidation and
acquisition of small natural brands by large
companies that can buy supply in bulk, and
therefore, offer deeper promotions.
The runner-up for the biggest barrier
across
all
channels
is
‘conflicting
information/ studies about products,” Acosta
notes. With labels as source of main
information,
its
design
should
be
educational, and so are signages which are
also a source of product information. On the
other hand, strategic in-store placement of
products maximizes sales, Acosta said. At
present, shoppers prefer them to be
separate, but this could change as 60% of
millennials prefer them to be integrated with
conventional products sold alongside
organic options, Acosta concludes. (UCAP
Bulletin)

TR AD E N E W S
SURGE IN EXPORT OF VALUE-ADDED
COCONUT PRODUCTS BRINGS CHEER
Surging exports of value-added
coconut products have brought cheer to the
Coconut Development Board, which has
been making efforts to boost outbound
shipments.
The export figure stood at Rs. 1,448
crore up to November 2016 through the
shipment of several value-added products
compared to Rs. 1,450 crore in the whole of
financial year 2015-16. Given this growth
momentum, the number is all set to cross a

whopping Rs. 2,000 crore by the end of the
current financial year, surpassing the
previous year’s target.
A senior official in the Board
told BusinessLine that activated carbon,
virgin coconut oil, coconut oil, dry coconut,
desiccated coconut, copra, coconut shell
charcoal etc, were the major coconut
products in the export basket during the
period between April to November.
Coconut oil in bulk is mainly exported
to Malaysia and Indonesia, followed by Sri
Lanka, whereas coconut oil in consumer
packs is mainly shipped to the UAE,
Myanmar and Saudi Arabia.
According to the official, growth
assumes
significance
when
the
merchandise exports in several sectors
slowly started picking up. The Board’s
efforts in promoting entrepreneurs to take
up exports is also a contributing factor to
achieve 50 per cent growth, he said, adding
that overall exports from the country during
the same period registered positive growth
of nearly 4 percent.
However, the Board is not anticipating
any further boost in exports in the coming
months due to a rise in domestic demand,
especially for coconut, coconut oil and
tender coconuts. But the decline in
productivity has impacted arrivals as there
has been a fall in various production
centres, the official said.
Answering a question, the official said
that drought will be a major contributing
factor in coconut production next year,
especially in Kerala. The Board has plans to
incorporate proposals in the five-year plan
schemes to include irrigation as a
component for coconut production to meet
all emergency situations.
Price rally ends
Meanwhile, the price rally witnessed in
coconut oil and copra seems to be over due
to low arrivals and declining domestic
demand in Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
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Coconut oil prices started moving
southwards this week at Rs 12,700 per
quintal in Kerala and Rs 11,900 in Tamil
Nadu. The price touched its peak at Rs
13,900 on February 2. Copra prices also
witnessed a declining trend at Rs 8,700 per
quintal in Kerala and Rs 8,400 in Tamil
Nadu.
According to Thalath Mahmood,
President,
Cochin
Oil
Merchants
Association, prices are likely to fall further
as the market is witnessing tight supply.
However, the starting of the harvest season
in Kerala and Tamil Nadu by next month is
expected to revive the market, ensuring
fresh
arrivals
of
the
commodity.
(www.thehindubusinessline.com)
PHILIPPINE
COCONUT
PRODUCTS
EXPORT UP SHARPLY IN JANUARY
UCAP preliminary data show export of
coconut products in January soared 80.1%
to 160,340 MT in copra terms from 89,032
MT at the same time year-ago. The rise in
volume was slower at 39.1% when
compared with prior month unofficial data at
115,292 MT. This month total likewise
exceeded the monthly average last year at
108,528 MT by a whopping 47.7%.
Except for oleochemicals, all products
reflected radical year-on-year expansion in
export volume and bested respective last
year monthly average data.
Export of coconut oil rocketed 85.3%
to 92,033 MT from 49,678 MT and
surpassed by 55.0% last year’s monthly
average shipment at 59,369 MT. More than
half (54.3%) of the month’s shipment was
delivered to Europe at 49,999 MT while the
US took in 39,684 MT (43.1%). The balance
at 2,350 MT went to Japan.
Foreign trade of copra meal leaped
37.1% to 25,672 MT from 18,728 MT. The
volume topped the monthly average last
year at 22,911 MT by 12.1%. Vietnam was
market leader responsible for 59.9% at
15,372 MT, followed by India at 6,000 MT
(23.4%), and Korea at 4,300 MT (16.7%).
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Outbound shipment of desiccated
coconut shot up 57.5% to 7,636 MT from
4,849 MT to mark its eighth month of
successive gains.
The figure slightly
exceeded by 5.5% the previous year’s
monthly average at 7,235 MT.
In contrast, export of oleochemicals
dropped 7.8% to 2,450 MT as copra from
2,658 MT and likewise lagged behind from
the monthly average at 3,101 MT by 21.0%.
There was no reported shipment of copra
during the month as against 23 MT reported
last year. (UCAP Bulletin)
CHINESE IMPORT OF LAURIC OILS
DOWN IN NOVEMBER 2016
Data from Oil World show China
imported 65,200 MT of lauric oils in
November 2016, down significantly by
21.6% from same period year-ago total at
83,200 MT. Palm kernel oil comprised the
bulk of import amounting to 56,100 MT
(86% share) while coconut oil was only
9,100 MT (14.0%).
Indonesia remained the country’s
major lauric oil source responsible for 83.4%
from delivery of 54,400 MT (68,700 MT
year-ago) which consisted of 46,500 MT
(58,200 MT) of palm kernel oil and 7,900
MT (10,500 MT) of coconut oil. Malaysia
supplied 9,600 MT (13,900 MT) of palm
kernel oil only and contributed 14.7%. The
Philippines was a minor supplier sharing
only 700 MT (100 MT) of coconut oil.
Supply from other countries was 500 MT
(600 MT) of coconut oil.
Cumulative January-November 2016
figure which stood at 619,700 MT dropped
by 9% from a comparable year-ago period
total at 681,000 MT. Of this total, palm
kernel was 498,000 (553,600 MT), the bulk
of which at 395,100 MT (436,200 MT) came
from Indonesia. Import of coconut oil at
121,700 MT (127,400 MT) likewise came
largely from Indonesia at 99,800 MT
(113,600 MT). (UCAP Bulletin)
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COCONUT TECHNOLOGY
NEWS
USE OF COIR GEOTEXTILES IN ROAD
CONSTRUCTION PLANNED
Finance Minister T.M. Thomas Isaac
said on Saturday that the Public Works
Department had agreed to utilize coir
geotextiles on certain stretches of roads in
Kerala on a trial basis.
Studies
conducted
by
premier
educational institutions have proved the
efficacy of the natural fibre in applications
for reinforcement of pavements and
improvement of soil, he said. The Minister
was inaugurating a national seminar on
‘uses and established environment friendly
applications of coir geotextiles,’ organised
by the Coir Development Department here.
Durability and cost effectiveness of the
use of coir geotextiles have been
established in studies on rural roads
conducted
by
Engineering
College,
Thiruvananthapuram, and Cochin University
of Science and Technology. Various
stretches
in
Thiruvananthapuram,
Thanneermukkam and Thuravur had given
positive results in terms of durability and
economy.
The PWD will make use of the material
on a stretch of about 3 km on the
Ambalappuzha-Thiruvalla road on a trial
basis. More tests were required by PWD
and the additional costs required for such
studies would be borne by the Coir
Development Department, the Minister said.
Permission has already been given by
the concerned authorities to use coir
geotextiles on National Highways. The
Karnataka
government
had
already
permitted the use of coir geotextiles for
various projects including protection of tank
bunds.
The Kerala government was planning
to incorporate Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee scheme in

various schemes for soil and water
conservation. According to revised norms of
the scheme, the limits on spending on the
cost of the material have been increased,
which could facilitate the use of coir
geotextiles on a large scale.
The Minister said the present practice
of stone-walling Kerala’s coastline for
preventing coastal erosion could be
replaced
by
coir
geotextile
based
construction practices. About 14.5 per cent
of Kerala’s land is flood prone; 53 per cent
of coastline is erosion prone; 4,626 km of
roads in the State are in flood prone areas;
695 km of roads are in landslide prone area
and 254 km of roads are in coastal hazard
prone area. Reinforcement of such roads
with coir geotextiles would run into millions
worth business, he said.
Traditional coir workers could be
provided with work if the coir geotextile
business improves. Efforts were being
undertaken to upgrade the machinery in the
sector for increasing productivity and quality
of the product.
C.P. Radhakrishnan, Chairman, Coir
Board, called for introducing an engineering
degree course on coir technology in Kerala.
Anathalavattom
Anandan,
ViceChairman, apex body for coir; N.
Padmakumar, Director, Coir Development;
Kumararaja, Secretary, Coir Board; R.
Nazar, Chairman, Kerala State Coir
Corporation; Sheila Evangeline, Professor,
College
of
Engineering,
Thiruvananthapuram; and K.S. Beena,
Professor, Cusat, and others spoke.
(http://www.thehindu.com)
OMEGA-3 RICH DIET MAY BLOCK
ABSORPTION OF SATURATED FATTY
ACIDS - STUDY
A diet rich in omega-3 can significantly
modify the distribution and bioavailability of
fatty acids, and may block the absorption of
saturated fatty acids (SFA) in the
gastrointestinal tract, a study on mice has
shown. The study, published in Lipids in
Health and Disease, was done by academics
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at Jiangnan University in China who analysed
the effects of dietary n-3 and n-6 PUFAs on
the distribution of different types of fatty acids
and their bioavailability along the gut.
In the study, mice were fed with
experimental control, n-3 and n-6 PUFA diets
for seven days and were then euthanised.
The guts were taken and each was divided
into 17 segments for fatty acid analysis. They
found that supplementing n-3 fatty acids
significantly changed the ratio of n-6/n-3
PUFAs, increased the bioavailability of n3
PUFAs, and altered fatty acid distribution.
They added their results showed that n-3 and
n-6 PUFA composition in mice blood
responded efficiently to experimental diets as
early as three hours after feeding.
Meanwhile gut fatty acid analysis
revealed that an n-3 PUFA-rich diet can
decrease the ratio of n-6/n-3 PUFAs along the
gut and increase the bioavailability of n-3
PUFAs in the whole gut. This is beneficial
because high ratios of n-6/n-3 PUFAs, along
with high fat consumption in the Western diet,
have been associated with increased
incidences
of
obesity,
diabetes,
cardiovascular disease and cancer, noted the
researchers.
The study concluded: ‘The
results indicated that supplements of n-3 fatty
acids can increase the bioavailability of n-3
PUFAs, thus changed the ratio of n-6/n-3
PUFAs and altered fatty acid distribution”.
(UCAP Bulletin)
TENDER
COCONUT
WATER
AVAILABLE IN POWDER FORM

NOW

Nutrient-rich tender coconut water is now
available in powder form in delightful packs,
said a news report in BusinessLine, crediting
the development to a pioneering work by a
Kerala-based start-up, NaturUp Consumer
Products which uses modern spray drying
technology to remove the water/moisture from
the nut to generate the powder.
Antony S. Pathadan, NaturUp promoter
explained spray drying is used to heat liquids
and emulsions to remove moisture to
generate a stable powder. The powder
retains the natural attributes of rich nutrients,
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essential electrolytes, vitamins and mineral
associated with tender coconuts. The powder
packs are ideal for gym, camping sites, kid’s
events, at work places, and pack neatly into
one’s travel bag. “We capture the authentic
taste of tender coconut water and add no
preservative, artificial flavour, or colour. Our
product is 100% gluten-free.”
The manufacturing unit is licensed by the
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India.
It also has FDA approval for export to various
countries. The manufacturing plant is based at
Puducherry. It uses only coconut water, while
the pulp is given to ice-cream manufacturers.
Thus, it saves on costs of storing, processing
of whole coconut shells and managing waste.
NaturUP collects coconuts of South Indian
origin for sourcing water. It has a shelf-life of a
year but once the pack is opened, it lasts for
not more than six hours, Pathadan said.
(UCAP Bulletin)

BIO-DIESEL NEWS
USE OF BIODIESEL IN INDONESIA TO
INCREASE WITH B20 POLICY TO NONSUBSIDIZED DIESEL
Still in Indonesia, local palm oil
producers predict the domestic use of
biodiesel will increase by 30 percent to 40
percent in 2017 following the government’s
decision to impose the 20 percent biodiesel
blending (B20) policy to non-subsidized
diesel fuel starting late last year, The
Jakarta Post reported on February 04.
“Domestic consumption for biodiesel will
increase
considering
the
wider
implementation of the B20 policy,” said
Indonesian Palm Oil Association (Gapki)
official Muryanto Amin recently.
Indonesia started implementing the
B20 policy in early 2016 for the
transportation and industry sectors, while
power plant sectors were obliged to blend
30 percent of biodiesel (B30) at the same
time. In November last year, the
government
began
stipulating
the
implementation of the program to all gas
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stations in the country, including stateowned and private stations. Otherwise,
each station would be charged Rp 6,000 (45
US cents) for each liter of non-blended
diesel fuel sold. As a result, Indonesia was
able to consume 2.7 million kiloliters of
biodiesel domestically throughout the year,
91 percent of which was blended with
subsidized diesel fuel and the rest blended
with nonsubsidized fuel. The figure fell
slightly from the original target of 2.9 million
kiloliters.
This year, the government aims to
increase the biodiesel consumption target to
4.6 million kiloliters of which 2.5 million
kiloliters are expected to be blended to
make subsidized diesel fuel and 2.1 million
kiloliters for the non-subsidized fuel. The
Biofuel Producers Association (Aprobi) has
even predicted that the domestic use of
biodiesel this year could exceed the
government target in that it could reach a
maximum of 6 million kiloliters, about a fifth
of total anticipated diesel fuel consumption.
(UCAP Bulletin)

OTHER VEGEOIL NEWS
INDIA’S MARICO TO ENTER
PREMIUM EDIBLE OIL SEGMENT

THE

Indian consumer goods company,
Marico, is hoping to get better margins by
making super premium edible oil segment
under Saffola. There is a possibility of
creating a blended olive oil variant in the
franchise to compete with olive and canola
oil brands which have eaten into its shares.
However, this will not be the first time that
Saffola is planning an entry into the olive oil
category. It had introduced an extra virgin
oil under its franchise in early 2000, which
was subsequently withdrawn.
Saffola though, with a 65% percent
share, has basically been a blended oil with
variants like Gold, Activ, Tasty Blend and
Total (with rice bran and safflower), being a
major part of its blends. According to
Marico, edible oil has not been impacted by

demonetisation and continues to grow as
the Saffola refined edible oils franchise has
been growing at 6 percent in volume during
the third quarter.
While Saffola is expected to cater to
the super premium segment, Marico is
targeting the bottom of the pyramid with its
coconut oil franchise under Parachute.
Since coconut oil is also used as an edible
oil, Marico may seek opportunities of getting
virgin coconut oil into the country. (UCAP
Bulletin)
UNILEVER SIGNS MOU WITH LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS IN INDONESIA ON
SUSTAINABLE PALM OIL
Unilever announced last month it has
signed a three-year Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the provincial
government of Central Kalimantan in
Indonesia and two district governments to
source sustainable palm oil. The global
consumer goods company said it was the
first public-private agreement between subnational governments and an international
buyer, and it was taking a jurisdictional
approach to commodity sourcing and would
preferentially buy from areas that had
comprehensive climate and forest policies in
place. The agreement involves the district
government of Kotawaringin Barat and
Yayasan Penelitian Inovasi Bumi (INOBU)
and aims to create “sustainable villages” in
Indonesia’s palm oil industry.
Unilever said it was working with the
governments to improve yields and
livelihoods of smallholder farmers, in
exchange for their support in the fight
against deforestation in a model known as
‘Produce & Protect’. Smallholders contribute
about 40% of Indonesia’s palm oil
production. The program would initially
impact
around
600
independent
smallholders on approximately 1,400
hectares of land and had the potential to be
rolled out to other areas in the district.
The program aims to: 1) Certify all
palm oil smallholders in Pangkalan Tiga
village according to Roundtable on
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Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) and Indonesia
Sustainable Palm Oil (ISPO) principles and
criteria; 2) Map palm oil smallholders in at
least three villages in Kotawaringin Barat
district, helping farmers obtain land
certificates,
business
licenses
and
environmental permits; 3) Conduct baseline
assessments
of
palm
oil
farmer
organisations in Umpang and Lada Mandala
Jaya villages. (UCAP Bulletin)
INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT MULLS
CLUSTERING OF PALM OIL REFINERIES
FOR ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION
The government of Indonesia is
considering to group together palm oil
refineries to make it easier to use palm oil
waste to fuel power plants. Even though
palm oil waste is expected to fuel a big part
of the generation of 32 gigawatts (GW) of
electricity that is supposed to come from
renewable sources, the small size of
plantations and refineries has made it
difficult to procure sufficient oil from one
source, said the Energy and Mineral
Resources Ministry’s new and renewable
energy director general, Rida Mulyana.
“We are currently studying the
possibility of using a cluster system. So we
may group six refineries in one cluster and
transmit the waste to PLN together,” he said
during a seminar held by the Indonesian
Employers Association (Apindo). Data from
the ministry shows that there is a potential
to generate 12.5 GW of electricity from palm
oil waste. However, the most recent
electricity procurement business plan
(RUPTL) by state-owned electricity firm PLN
shows that only 488 MW worth of biomass
and biogas power plants will be developed
by 2025. The ministry itself has also recently
issued a ministerial decree intended to
increase investors’ interest in developing
renewable energy sources, including
biomass and biogas, in the country. (UCAP
Bulletin)
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POWERFUL LOBBY SOUGHT TO EASE
INDONESIA PALM OIL EXPORTS
With the absence of a special lobby
group to promote their collective interests
overseas, local crude palm oil (CPO)
producers have set a moderate growth
target for the commodity’s export this year,
The Jakarta Post reported on February 03.
The Indonesian Palm Oil Producers
Association (Gapki) expects the country’s
export of palm oil to increase by 7.56% to
27 million tons this year from 25.1 million
tons in 2016, while production will likely
increase by 12% to 38.7 million tons.
Exports in 2016 dropped 5% from
25.1 million tons in 2015, which the
association mainly attributed to the absence
of special trade deals and a special body to
intensify marketing efforts amid competition
with Malaysia, the world’s second largest
CPO-producing country. Gapki estimated
that the 27 million tons in exports would
come from the shipping of 5.5 million tons of
CPO, 18 million tons of refined CPO, 1.5
million tons of Palm Kernel Oil (PKO) and
refined PKO, and 500,000 tons of CPO
substance as a mixture for biodiesel, while
1.5 million tons would come from the
oleochemical industry.
Despite various
regulatory and marketing challenges, the
use of CPO in biodiesel mixes in the
domestic market was projected to increase
by 11.1% to 3 million tons this year.
Unlike Indonesia, Malaysia has relied
on the Malaysian Palm Oil Council (MPOC)
to boost marketing efforts for the
international market.
In the case of
Indonesia, the making of the the Indonesian
Palm Oil Council was pending lawmakers’
approval of the oil palm bill, which has
become one of the priority bills for the
House of Representatives this year. The bill,
if approved into law, will serve as legal basis
for the establishment of the council, which
will consist of government officials, experts
and business people. (UCAP Bulletin)
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MALAYSIAN
ECONOMIC
AND
TECHNICAL MISSION TO IRAN AND
INDIA
Minister of Plantation Industries and
Commodities YB Datuk Seri Siew Keong led
an Economic and Technical Mission on
Palm Oil, Timber and Rubber Products to
Iran and India last week. In the delegation
were representatives from the Ministry of
Plantation Industries and Commodities
(MPIC), Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB).
The mission objectives were to: 1) to
promote and strengthen exports of palm oil
to Iran and India; 2) strengthen business
linkages between the Iran and India private
sectors and Malaysia; 3) officiate the
opening of the Regional Office of the
Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB) as well
as Palm Oil Trade Fair and Seminar (POTS
Iran 2017) in Tehran, Iran and Palm Oil
Networking Seminar in Mumbai, India; and
4) bilateral discussion with the Ministers
responsible for Trade and Agriculture and
Health in Iran.
In Iran, YB Datuk Seri Mah Siew
Keong led the promotion of palm oil exports
and officiated POTS Iran 2017 which is
aimed
at
disseminating
the
latest
information regarding the nutritional benefits
of palm oil. In India, he officiated the Palm
Oil Networking Seminar and convened a
Roundtable discussion with the Solvent
Extractor’s Association of India. India is
currently the leading importer of Malaysian
palm oil, ahead of China and the European
Union. (UCAP Bulletin)
IRAN
POSITIVE
ON
MALAYSIA’S
REQUEST TO CUT PALM OIL IMPORT
DUTY
Iran’s Ministry of Agriculture (MOA)
has hinted positively that Malaysia had the
chance for a better differential import duty
for palm oil, said a Bernama news report.
Malaysia is negotiating a further reduction of
duty on palm oil on existing tariff lines under
a free trade agreement (FTA). Currently,
palm oil exported to Iran has a 40 per cent
import tax imposed, whereas, other
vegetable oils are only taxed 24 per cent.

Plantation
Industries
and
Commodities Minister Datuk Seri Mah Siew
Keong said a bilateral discussion with Iran’s
Agriculture Minister, Mahmoud Hojatti had
yielded a positive response to the request to
reduce the import duty. “But we still have to
convince Iran’s health department. Besides
protecting Iran’s home grown oils, we were
told the higher duty was due to health
concerns over palm oil”, Mah told Bernama.
Iran’s MOA is the authority responsible for
the
implementation,
monitoring
and
enforcement of import tax for vegetable oils
in the country.
He said the challenge faced by palm
oil in Iran was the negative impression on
palm oil, especially from the health
perspective. Malaysia has undertaken more
than 150 nutritional studies by renowned
research institutions globally that shows
palm oil is a balanced and nutritional oil.
Red palm oil is a rich source of pro-vitamin
A carotenoid that promotes a healthy
lifestyle and it is also cost effective, with a
balance of saturated and unsaturated fatty
acids. (UCAP Bulletin)
DUPONT NUTRITION SWITCHES TO
100% CERTIFIED SUSTAINABLE PALM
OIL EMULSIFIER
Dupont Nutritional & Health said last
month that it had completed a switch to
100% certified sustainable palm oil and
palm oil derivatives for global emulsifier
production. The company said the
achievement was the latest milestone since
pioneering the introduction of sustainable
palm oil emulsifiers in 2009 from the Mass
Balance supply chain certified by the
Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil
(RSPO). In 2011, it launched its first
emulsifiers made with RSPO-certified
segregated palm oil. Dupont said it had
initially aimed to convert all of its palmbased raw materials to certified sources by
the end of 2015, but this transition was
delayed by insufficient market demand and
a shortage of certain certified palm oil
derivatives. (UCAP Bulletin)
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DID YOU KNOW
COCONUT OIL SAFE FOR THOSE WITH
CARDIAC PROBLEM: NEW STUDY
Is it safe for a patient diagnosed with
cardiac problem to continue eating food
cooked in coconut oil? A latest study shows
that coconut oil, though rich in saturated
fatty acids when used for cooking, in
comparison to sunflower oil, did not change
the lipid-related cardiovascular risk factors
in those who received standard medical
care.

COCONUT RECIPE
“Crunchy Coconut Chips”
Coconut chips are ready-to-eat snacks
made from dehydrated mature coconut
kernel slicers dipped in sugar syrup. Since
these crunchy chips are not deep-fried and
are free of preservatives, there is no loss of
flavour or nutrients. Coconuts between the
ages of 8 to 10 months with considerable
water content are selected for the
production of the chips. Various essences
and masalas can be added to the coconut
chips for increased flavor.

The study, "A randomized study of
coconut oil versus sunflower oil on
cardiovascular risk factors in patients with
stable coronary heart disease" published
recently in the Indian Heart Journal was
conducted by Amrita Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIMS), Kochi, with financial
support from Coconut Development Board
of India.

Jyothi K Nair, food processing engineer
and Aswini Abraham, consultant, at the
Coconut Development Board, Kochi,
elaborate on the process, which involves
the following steps:

"Coronary artery disease (CAD)
prevalence and risk factors are significantly
high in Kerala. Since one of the contributing
factor is proposed to be the saturated fatty
acids contained in coconut oil, we decided
to study its effect on those with CAD as
compared to those who cooked in sunflower
oil," Dr. M Vijayakumar, Professor
(Cardiology), AIMS and the main author of
the research article.

Paring: done to remove the brown skin of
the kernel with the help of a machine or
manually.

As part of the study, 200 patients with
stable CAD who were on standard medical
care at AIMS were divided into two groups
of 100 each. While one group was given
food cooked in coconut oil, the other group
had food cooked in sunflower oil for 2 years.
They were assessed for various factors,
including lipids and cardiovascular events at
every 3 and 6 months, 1 year and at end of
2 years. The quantity of oil taken per day is
calculated
as
per
energy
need.
(http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com)
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Dehusking: to remove the husk part of the
coconut.
Deshelling: done without breaking the
kernel.

Blanching: pared coconuts are dipped in
boiling water mixed with 0.05 per cent
potassium meta bisulphate for 15 minutes.
Draining: to remove the excess water
present in the blanched coconuts.
Slicing: to reduce the size of coconut kernel
into very thin slices. This can be done with
the help of a slicer or peeler.
Osmotic dehydration: the coconut chips
are then immersed in sugar solution of 500
brix for 1 hour. Flavours and salt are added.
Draining: the coconut chips are then
spread over moisture-absorbing paper to
remove the excess water.
Drying: the drained coconut chips are then
dried at a temperature of 70-800C for 4-5
hours.
Cooling: the dried coconut chips are
allowed to cool to room temperature.
(http://www.coconutboard.inc)
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STATISTICS

Table 1
SRI LANKA: Exports of Mattress, Bristle and Twisted Fibers, 2014-2016
(In MT)
Mattress Fiber
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
TOTAL

Bristle Fiber

2014
3,838
4,449
5,730
4,283
2,785
2,759
3,309
2,504
2,187
1,734
1,311
1,431

2015
1,713
2,630
2,476
998
1,539
1,411
1,317
814
1,583
1,464
978
1,167

2016
1,812
1,418
1,088
1,714
1,039
1,037
1,759
1,784
2,339
2,013
1,228
1,416

36,320

18,090

18,647

2014
1,045
1,050
1,520
1,144
1,608
1,487
2,086
1,684
1,278
1,145
1,137
1,224

Twisted Fiber

2015
697
853
744
911
1,237
1,158
1,193
1,316
1,108
1,046
636
713

2016
706
696
983
720
953
904
765
773
1,436
1,832
2,148
3,336

2014
4,039
5,729
6,108
4,741
6,118
6,577
9,047
7,561
8,059
7,898
5,896
2,970

2015
3,286
5,854
5,957
4,488
3,986
7,022
7,453
5,190
5,410
5,038
3,716
5,184

2016
5,203
5,108
7,471
4,681
3,581
4,445
4,712
4,716
6,815
5,512
3,425
5,029

16,409 11,612

15,525

74,744

62,584

60,698

Source: Coconut Development Authority, Sri Lanka

Table 2
SRI LANKA: Monthly Export Prices of Mattress, Bristle and Twisted Fibers,
2014 - 2016 (US$/MT, FOB Colombo)
Mattress Fiber
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Average

2014
319
278
316
329
395
412
428
470
405
393
422
431
383

2015
369
336
390
508
466
473
417
431
356
359
451
461
418

2016
352
391
417
416
423
469
322
331
272
286
300
299
357

Bristle Fiber
2014
442
410
383
421
363
349
359
430
450
515
358
330
401

2015
489
495
545
418
354
354
416
550
519
564
639
567
492

Twisted Fiber
2016
452
473
404
345
436
345
420
386
340
269
314
255
370

2014
772
354
387
396
400
395
367
390
375
377
397
470
423

2015
426
346
351
352
373
335
340
347
356
352
337
353
360

2016
426
346
351
352
331
353
315
321
292
303
294
278
330

Source: Coconut Development Authority, Sri Lanka
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Table 3
SRI LANKA: Exports of Yarn, Twine and Pith, 2014 - 2016
(In MT)
Coir Yarn
Month

Coir Twine

Fiber Pith

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

2014
115
194
245
210
311
275
99
163
204
246
93
50

2015
346
251
302
195
186
192
331
303
286
81
93
51

2016
127
101
121
115
63
45
92
161
113
143
32
56

2014
524
718
740
605
1,066
750
663
844
842
481
620
369

2015
529
650
526
286
389
336
609
346
660
349
576
704

2016
733
633
422
405
427
684
514
699
436
1,010
596
790

2014
13,794
14,095
17,442
12,312
15,687
13,626
14,059
13,419
13,147
13,023
9,688
6,885

2015
11,306
19,415
18,443
15,872
16,361
12,461
17,295
14,087
16,039
11,716
8,114
8,435

2016
14,558
17,902
20,515
16,301
15,887
13,203
15,457
15,107
16,532
14,373
12,958
14,027

TOTAL

2,205

2,617

1,169

8,222

5,960

7,349

157,177

169,544

186,820

Source: Coconut Development Authority, Sri Lanka

Table 4
SRI LANKA: Monthly Export Prices of Yarn, Twine and Pith, 2014 - 2016
(In US$/MT, FOB Colombo)
Coir Yarn
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Average

Coir Twine

2014
639
651
661
943
727
918
816
725
738
685
845
1,034

2015
737
739
669
720
846
675
708
617
648
808
874
1,422

2016
827
800
750
754
1,105
967
844
716
914
816
973
912

2014
985
512
545
533
624
727
790
755
610
798
839
768

782

789

865

707

Source: Coconut Development Authority, Sri Lanka
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2015
1,188
1,066
1,057
1059
896
1,425
1,117
1,193
1,047
1,212
1,040
1,201
1,125

Fiber Pith
2016
1,291
1,207
1,233
684
1,135
1,093
1,206
1,073
1,045
1,028
952
1,102

2014
303
285
292
290
311
346
343
322
320
339
327
343

2015
294
267
291
282
310
354
340
330
339
369
330
289

2016
290
335
383
339
339
377
352
354
339
346
358
336

1,087

318

318

346
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