Table of Contents
Page/s:
The Executive Director Speaks “Coconut Industry Stakeholders to
Unite in Effort toward Large Scale Replanting of Senile Palms”...……...….…….. 2
Prevailing Market Prices of Selected Coconut Products and Oils ....................... 3-4
Market Analysis of Coconut Oil... .......................................................................... 5-6
Community News .................................................................................................. 7-14
Trade News .......................................................................................................... 14-20
Bio-Diesel ............................................................................................................. 20
Other Vegeoil News ............................................................................................. 20-24
Did You Know ....................................................................................................... 24-25
Coconut Recipe “12 awesome Thai tricks with coconut milk” ............................. 25
STATISTICS ......................................................................................................... 26-27

Table 1. Indonesia’s Monthly Exports of Coconut Oil (in MT),
2014-2016
Table 2. Philippines’s Monthly Exports of Coconut Oil (in MT),
2012-2016
Table 3. International Prices of Selected Oils, May 2015-April 2017,
(US$/MT)

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SPEAKS …………………………………………...
“Coconut Industry Stakeholders to Unite in Effort toward Large Scale
Replanting of Senile Palms”
P roduction and export volumes continue to increase for most high value products
of coconut. Large coconut processing factories are upgrading throughput to
ranges between 500,000 to 1 million nuts per day and diversifying with over 100
different lines of coconut products for both edible and non-edible.
Upcoming countries apart from the Philippines in which the diverse high value
products of coconut processed are of very high quality in content and marketable
standards are Thailand and Malaysia. It was concerning to note as revealed by
the proprietors during APCC visits that over 97 percent of fresh coconuts were imported from
Indonesia. A much similar situation is repeated for Singapore and now increasing in China.
Indonesia industry news reports indicate that local processors are currently operating on an
estimated 50 percent capacity due to significant shortfalls in raw material supply. This scenario
when projected up to 30 years from today would cause great alarm realizing fast depleting source
of coconut raw material as a result of very little effort in replanting of aging trees. Speaking to
industry players Malaysia alone indicated severe shortage of desired planting material in the
MATAG hybrid causing the sales price of a seed nut to reach as high as Rm 50, estimated
equivalent of USD13, by one private sector supplier of seed nuts.
The Government of Mexico through its Yucatan state institute for scientific research (CICY) has
expressed willingness to cooperate and assist with APCC countries with the advanced technology
developed for micro propagation of coconut through somatic embryogenesis technique that would
enable mass production of planting material. Current indications are an embryo to vitro plant
multiplication ratio is a remarkable 1:100,000. Stakeholders commented during the 1st International
Symposium of Coconut Tissue Culture upon presentation by CICY that even if the ratio was or
1:1,000 it would have still been a significant step forward to enable replenishing of coconut tree
population using the desired choice of respective local genotypes that are high yielding and disease
resistant.
After signing a Memorandum of Understanding with CICY in April this year, APCC continues
dialogue with Mexico and APCC countries’ institutions on how best to undertake the collaboration in
coconut research and the transfer of technology developed by CICY in micro propagation and
multiplication of plant material to benefit coconut farmers.
APCC urges stakeholders for every effort to be made in opening avenues for collaboration on a
development cooperation basis to utilise available expertise, knowledge and advanced
technologies available as well as offered to expedite large scale replanting in all coconut growing
countries.

URON N. SALUM
Executive Director,
APCC
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P R E V AI L I N G M AR K E T P R I C E S O F S E L E C T E D C O C O N U T
PR OD U CT S AN D OI LS
Price of CNO increased in Philippines,
Indonesia, and Sri Lanka. The price of DC
decreased in Indonesia and Sri Lanka but
increased in Philippines.
COPRA: The price of copra in Indonesia was
US$883/MT in April 2017, which was lower
than last month’s price of US$922/MT. When
compared to last year’s data for the same
month the price was US$39 higher.
In the domestic market of the Philippines
(Manila), the price increased by US$ 80/MT
compared to the price in March 2017, and
about US$19/MT higher compared to the
price of US$1,000/MT in April 2016.
COCONUT OIL: The average price of
coconut oil in Europe (C.I.F. Rotterdam) for
the month of April 2017 increased by
US$22/MT to US$1,571/MT from US$1,549/
MT in March 2017. This price was lower by
0.9% when compared to the price of April
2016 accounting for US$1,586/MT.
The average local price of coconut oil in the
Philippines in April 2017 was US$1,591/MT.
This was US$61 higher than the price in
March 2017, and it was US$34 higher if
compared to the last year price for the same
month which was US$1,557/MT.
The average domestic price of coconut oil in
Indonesia in April 2017 increased by US$80
compared to the previous month from
US$1,497/MT to US$1,577/MT. April 2017
price was 1.8% higher than the price of the
same
month
of
2016
which
was
US$1,549/MT.
COPRA MEAL: The average domestic price
of the commodity in the Philippines at selling
points was quoted at US$184/MT. The price
was US$7 higher than price of the previous

month, and was US$85/MT lower than the
last year price for the same month.
The average domestic price of copra meal in
Sri Lanka increased by US$10 compared to
the last month price of US$279/MT, and was
higher than last year price of US$287/MT for
the same month.
DESICCATED COCONUT: The average
price of desiccated coconut (DC) FOB USA in
April 2016 was US$2,494/MT. This price was
US$14 higher than the previous month’s price
and US$209 higher than the price of the
same month last year. In Sri Lanka, the
domestic price of desiccated coconut in April
2017 was US$2,810/MT or US$79 lower than
the price in March 2017. Meanwhile, the price
of DC in the domestic market in the
Philippines was US$1,787/MT, which was
US$30 higher than the previous month’s price
at US$1,757/MT and US$399 higher than the
price in the same month last year. Indonesian
price in April 2017 was US$2,400/MT,
decreased by US$53 compared to the last
month’s, and increased by US$273 from last
year’s price.
COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL: In Sri
Lanka, the average price of the commodity in
April 2017 was US$337/MT. The price was
US$9/MT higher than previous month’s price.
The average price of charcoal in Indonesia
for April 2017 was US$464/MT, which was
US$64 higher than last year’s price for the
same month.
COIR FIBRE: Coir fiber traded in the
domestic market in Sri Lanka was priced at
US$110/MT for mix fiber and US$510 - 708
for bristle. The Indonesian price for mixed raw
fiber was US$260/MT in April 2017 which
remained stable compared to last month’s
price.
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Price of Coconut Products and Selected Oils (US$/MT)
Products/Country

2017
Apr.

2017
Mar.

2016
Apr.

2017
(Annual Ave.)

246

244

264

240

1,044
1,019
883
1,453

1,016
939
922
1430

1,045
1,000
844
995

1,108
1,004
942
1,339

1,571
1,591
1,577
2,575

1,549
1,530
1,497
2,528

1,586
1,557
1,549
1,857

1,660
1,630
1,641
2,422

2,494
1,787
2,810
2,400

2,480
1,757
2,889
2,453

2,285
1,388
2,069
2,127

2,494
1,672
2,708
2,380

184
289
230

388
279
225

335
287
251

373
275
223

386
337
464

388
328
465

335
410
400

373
339
445

110
510
708
260

110
510
708
260

176
525
787
311

128
520
719
266

1,029
685
790

1,225
734
812

1,304
723
796

1,398
751
827

Fresh Coconut
Philippines (Dom. Husked)
Copra
Philippines/Indonesia (CIF N.W. Europe)
Philippines (Dom. Manila)
Indonesia (Dom. Java)
Sri Lanka (Dom. Colombo)
Coconut Oil
Philippines/Indonesia (CIF Rott.)
Philippines (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Desiccated Coconut
Philippines FOB (US), Seller
Philippines (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Copra Meal Exp. Pel.
Philippines (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Coconut Shell Charcoal
Philippines (Domestic), Visayas, Buyer
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic Java), Buyer
Coir Fibre
Sri Lanka (Mattress/Short Fibre)
Sri Lanka (Bristle 1 tie)
Sri Lanka (Bristle 2 tie)
Indonesia (Mixed Raw Fibre)
Other Oil
Palm Kernel Oil Mal/Indo (CIF Rott.)
Palm Oil, Mal/Indo (CIF Rott.)
Soybean Oil (Europe FOB Ex Mill)
Exchange Rate: April 28, 2017
1US$= P 50.21 or

Indo.=Rp13.334
Euro=US$1.09

or
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India=Rs64.28
n.q.: no quotes

or

SL=Rs152.43
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MARKET ANALYSIS OF COCONUT OIL

After experiencing a bullish market in
2016, coconut oil market showed an easing
trend in the beginning of 2017. In January
2017, the price of coconut oil was
US$1,815/MT and reduced to US$1,571/MT
in April 2017. At the same time, the price of
palm kernel oil dropped from US$1,760/MT
in January 2017 to US$1,029/MT in April
2017. This brought about the price premium
over palm kernel oil to rocket from US$55 in
January 2017 to as much as US$542 in
April 2017. Since in international market,
coconut oil plays a complementary role with
palm kernel oil, the high price premium over
palm kernel oil put a pressure on the price
of coconut oil. This may not only point
toward a downtrend in palm kernel oil but
also mirrors the prevailing shortage of
coconut oil supply.
The supply of coconut oil suffered from
insufficient production and competition for
raw materials with other coconut products
which led to a reduction in export supplies.
Philippines and Indonesia as major
exporting countries of coconut oil underwent
strong reductions in exports of the product.
In the calendar year of 2016, total export of
coconut oil from the two countries fell for
more than 17% compared to the same
period in 2015. The drop was following a
negative trend since 2014 when the world
export of coconut oil eased to the volume of
2.146 million MT or experienced a year-onyear decrease by 4.9% after experiencing a
substantial increase in previous two years at
an average annual growth rate of 10%. In
2015, the global exports of the commodity
declined by 1% following a negative trend in
the previous year. The reverse trend of

global CNO exports is expected to take
place in 2017 as copra production is
expected to improve though in limited pace.
Philippines’ exports of coconut oil from
January to December 2016 were 726,827
MT or dropped by 14.8% compared to the
same period of 2015. This export volume is
the lowest since 1999. It is worth noting that
in the last decade the lowest export volume
of coconut oil from Philippines was in 2011
accounting for 781,411 MT. Meanwhile,
exports of the commodity in 2015 were
853,152 MT or decreased by 0.4%
compared to that of 2014. Europe, and USA
were still the main destinations of coconut
oil from the Philippines following by Japan.
Europe absorbed for more than 53.2% of
the Philippines’ total export of the
commodity in the said period, and about
36.3% went to USA. 4.7% of the commodity
was shipped to Japan and 2.3% was sent to
Malaysia. Apart from the drop in the
domestic copra production, Philippines’
export of coconut oil significantly declined
since the industry also faced difficulties in
finding new source of raw materials as other
main source countries such as Indonesia
and Papua New Guinea faced the same
problems due to a lagged effect of
unfavorable weather in 2015.
Indonesia, as the second largest
exporting country, has also been affected by
the drop in copra supply. From January to
December 2016, exports of coconut oil from
Indonesia plunged by 20.7% compared to
the same period in 2015. The drop was
following the declining trend in the previous
year which was contracted by 1.6% from
771,419 MT in 2014 to 759,381 MT in 2015.
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 5, 1 May 2017
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The decline was mainly due to a shortage of
raw materials as a result of a long drought
coupled with competition for raw materials
with other coconut products as demand for
other products including fresh coconut
strengthened. Indonesia’s coconut oil was
mainly shipped to United States, China,
Netherlands, Malaysia, and South Korea
which have been considered as traditional
markets for coconut oil from Indonesia. The
US has been the largest importing country
for coconut oil from Indonesia for years. In
the period, 27.5% export of coconut oil from
Indonesia was sent to the US. Meanwhile,
export of coconut oil to China, Netherlands,
Malaysia and South Korea was 19.7%,
16.2%, 14.3% and 8.7% respectively.

The shortage in the global production
has, furthermore, restrained an increasing
trend in the global demand. The import
demand of coconut oil in the world market
was squeezing from 1.97 million MT in 2015
to 1.61 million MT for the corresponding
period in 2016. In the same period, the
other lauric oil, palm kernel oil, also reduced
by 5% to level of 3.29 million MT as
opposed to 3.05 million MT. As a result,
total imports of lauric oils decreased by
11.4% to a level of 4.66 million MT as
against 5.26 million MT of 2015.

Monthly Price of Lauric Oils, 2011-2017
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deposited in their savings bank accounts,
said Collector T. G. Vinay.

COMMUNITY NEWS
INDIA OPENS
EDIBLE OILS

BULK

EXPORT

OF

In a major policy shift, the Modi
Government last week opened up the
export of edible oils such as groundnut oil,
soybean oil, sesame oil and maize oil in
bulk quantity, a news report in Business
Line says. The latest move comes on the
back of an anticipated record oilseed output
of 33.60 million MT in 2016-17 from 25.30
million MT in the previous year.
The
Directorate General of Foreign Trade issued
a notification amending the export policy for
edible oils.
Until now the export of edible oils such
as coconut oil and rice bran oil was allowed
freely in bulk, while other edible oils were
allowed only under the branded consumer
packs of up to 5 kg with minimum export
price (MEP) of US$900 per ton. Major oils
exported in consumer packs are groundnut
oil, sesame oil, sunflower oil and mustard
oil.
“The decision of allowing other edible
oils such as groundnut oil, sesame oil,
soyabean oil and maize oil will boost the
overall edible oil export and improve the
utilisation of the domestic oil millers. This is
a welcome step for the industry,” said Atul
Chaturvedi, President of the Solvent
Extractors’ Association of India (SEA). The
move, he said, will encourage bulk exports
of groundnut oils to countries such as China
and Europe. Additionally, India’s non GMO
soyabean will have an advantage in the
international market as those nations
looking for non-GMO soya bean oil will turn
to India, he added. (UCAP Bulletin)
740.9 MILLION RUPEES DISBURSED AS
SUBSIDY TO 146 THOUSAND FARMERS
A sum of Rs. 74.09 crore has been
disbursed as input subsidy to 146 thousand
farmers in the district under the drought
relief scheme. The amount has been

Addressing a meeting with agri-officials
held here on Monday, he said that subsidy
was given to agriculturists, horticulturists
and sericulturists in the district on the basis
of the crop damage.
A total of 146,810 farmers were
benefited.
However, the 10% subsidy amount
remitted in the farmers’ account was
returned to the respective departments by
the bankers owing to error in bank
particulars given by farmers. Steps were
being taken to rectify the errors and remit
the amount in the bank within a week, he
said and added that the farmers have been
advised to verify their bank accounts about
remittance of input subsidy.
Meanwhile, the district administration
too has been taking steps to disburse relief
amount to coconut growers for crop
damage.
The affected farmers have been
advised to submit photostat copy of chitta,
bank pass book and adhar card to the
respective tahsildar on or before April 23,
he said.
Joint Director of Agriculture M.
Thangasamy said each coconut tree, on an
average, produces 100 nuts.
If the yield scales down to 40 nuts or
less than that, that tree would be declared
as drought affected.
Agriculture
officers
and
Village
Administrative Officers would conduct joint
survey and assess damage of coconut
trees. On the basis of the damage, growers
would get drought relief.
Remittance of relief amount would be
done after getting a government order in
this connection, he added.
The district has 5.25 million coconut
trees. (http://www.thehindu.com)
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NEERA PRODUCTION GETS NOD
In an effort to increase the income of
over 150 thousand coconut farmers across
the State, the government has decided to
permit the production and marketing of
health drink Neera, a sap of the coconut
palm.
According to an official release, this
would be done through the Coconut
Development Board, coconut farmers’
associations, coconut producers federation,
and through cooperative societies. Steps
would be taken to provide licences to these
associations, societies, and federations to
produce Neera and other by-products,
including Neera syrup, honey, jaggery,
chocolates, and sugar made of neera.
(http://www.thehindu.com)
BIG TREE FARMS DEVELOPS GOLDEN
ORGANIC COCONUT SUGAR
Big Tree Farms, an Indonesian
company based in Bali, has developed a
paler, finer ‘golden’ organic Fair trade
coconut sugar that can replace refined
white sugar in applications where coarser,
darker coconut sugars aren’t ideal, says the
company, which has been selling coconut
sweeteners for a decade and is still
generating double digit growth year-on-year
as consumers embrace their ‘unrefined’ and
low-GI credentials, a news report in
FoodNavigator-USA said last week.
Coconut sugar which is made from
nectar from the blossom of the green
coconut palm tree (Coco Nucifera) has the
same number of calories as table sugar
(sucrose), and you’d have to eat a lot of it to
get a meaningful amount of the nutrients it
contains
(inulin,
potassium,
zinc,
magnesium etc), acknowledges Ben Ripple,
Big Tree Farms co-founder. While coconut
sugar is 70%+ sucrose (the dissaccharide
in table sugar: glucose + fructose) with the
remainder composed of the individual
molecules of fructose and glucose, along
with inulin (a prebiotic fiber) and some
minerals; it has a lower glycemic index (a
measure of how foods impact glucose
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 5, 1 May 2017

levels in the blood) than regular white
sugar, he added.
Big Tree Farms introduced the world’s
first organic certified coconut sugar in 2008
and the first Certified Fair Trade coconut
sugar in 2014. Today, Big Tree Farms
supplies multiple markets from the US to
Australia and Germany with its coconut
blossom nectars and granulated sugars,
with around 60% of volumes going to
manufacturers and 40% going into its own
retail branded products, the report said.
(UCAP Bulletin)
'FAIR TRADE' IN COCONUT OIL
CHANGES LIFE ON SMALL INDONESIAN
ISLAND
A "fair trade" offer by a Japanese
woman to buy pure coconut oil from a small
Indonesian island has changed the lives of
the people there, who previously earned a
living blast fishing reefs.
Ai Fujiwara, 30, was amazed by the
quality of the coconut oil made on
Kapoposang Island when she visited
Sulawesi as an interpreter in the summer of
2014. The oil made her dry skin smooth.
She learned that the small island, six
hours west of Sulawesi by boat, had
virtually no source of income other than
from blast fishing.
The practice involves detonating
explosives in the water to stun or kill schools
of fish, but it also destroys the habitat that
supports the fish, such as coral reefs. The
islanders
were
also
using
an
environmentally damaging stunning agent.
Ms. Fujiwara, who has a shop selling
imported products in Nishiwaki, western
Japan, traveled to the palm-covered
Kapoposang Island with an offer.
"I'll buy 100 kilograms of coconut oil
every month," she proposed to the
islanders, who told her that if they had a
guaranteed income they would no longer
need to follow their ecologically unfriendly
fishing practices.
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Ms. Fujiwara agreed to the price
requested by the islanders, and started
importing the oil in December 2014. She
sold it at her shop Love's Gallery in Hyogo
Prefecture.
Around six months later, she heard that
the islanders had stopped using explosives
and the stunning agent to fish. The steady
income from the coconut oil allowed them to
buy new fishing equipment, and to start
raising lobsters.
This led to Indonesian government
officials, including a cabinet minister, visiting
the small island to observe the changes.
The islanders also started teaching people
on neighbouring islands how extract and
purify coconut oil.
"I believe society can change if
consumers give some thought to producers
and vice versa," Ms. Fujiwara said.
"I'm hoping that one day a fair
relationship (between consumers and
producers) will become the way of life and
the term "fair trade" itself will disappear,"
she said. (http://www.bangkokpost.com)
NEW RO-RO ROUTE TO BOOST
INDONESIA, PHILIPPINES TRADE
A news report in The Jakarta Post cited
the opening of the Davao-General SantosBitung route for roll-on/roll-off (roro) vessels
which is expected to boost trade between
Indonesia and the Philippines in the long
run. The route, the report said, is set to be
launched on April 30 by Indonesian
President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo and
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte during
the 2017 ASEAN Summit in the Davao City,
the Philippines.
It is one of the priorities within the
ASEAN RO-RO Network initiative, which is
projected to improve connectivity in sea
channels among Southeast Asian countries
as it will reduce shipping time by over 50
percent. “It is going to be easier to access
the Philippine market through the Bitung
Port [in North Sulawesi], especially for
products and commodities from Indonesia’s

eastern regions,” Indonesian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (Kadin) Chairman
Rosan P. Roeslani said in a statement. On
the other hand, he said that products from
Mindanao, a giant southern Philippine
island, could be easily shipped to Indonesia
at lower cost through the new ro-ro route.
At present, it takes three to five weeks
to ship goods from Bitung to Davao, while
the new ro-ro route is expected to expedite
shipment to around 36 hours, excluding port
stay. The Philippines has identified products
to be imported from Indonesia’s eastern
regions including matured coconut. (UCAP
Bulletin)
PNG SHOULD
PRODUCTION
Exports
maximise
according to
Community
Salum.

MAXIMISE

COCONUT

of processed coconut products
value-adding
opportunities,
the Asian and Pacific Coconut
Executive Director Uron N.

Salum told The National that there was
more revenue to be made from the global
demand for processed coconut products as
compared to copra.
He said there had been a steady
decline in the number of coconut trees in
PNG and more should be planted.
“Copra was and still is the main export for
PNG when it comes to coconut while also
supporting so many of our people. But there
is great demand from mainly western
markets for processed coconut products,”
Salum said.
“For instance the export price for virgin
coconut oil that is processed is so much
higher as compared to raw copra that we
export.
“PNG needs to look into processing
coconut for export as with copra, we are
only making use of only 5 per cent of the
true potential of this palm.
“At the moment Papua New Guinea
has about 221,000 hectares of coconut area
which is small comparatively.
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“And about half of that amount is not
producing coconuts as they are past 40 to
50 years old. There is a need to replant
coconut.”
Salum said Papua New Guinea should
collaborate with Indonesia to maximise the
coconut
subsector
of
agriculture.
(http://www.thenational.com.pg)
UCPB
SENDS
MORE
FARMER KIDS IN SCHOOL

COCONUT

United Coconut Planters Bank (UCPB)
and its affiliate Coconut Industry Investment
Fund (CIIF) companies are funding the
college study and technical-vocational
training of 194 more coconut farmer children
starting this coming school year 2017-2018.
The new scholars will bring to 2,894 the
total number of children of coconut farmers
who have received grants for a four to fiveyear college course or a 12- to 16-month
technical-vocational course from the UCPBCIIF Scholarship Program since its launch in
2003. Coconut farmers are among the
poorest in the country. Most could not afford
to send their children to college or even
trade school.
The UCPB-CIIF Scholarship Program,
which is being implemented by the UCPBCIIF Foundation, pays for the scholars’
tuition and other school fees and provides
them with a monthly living allowance. “We
have been supporting the program from the
start and will continue to do so because it is
helping to uplift the living condition of
coconut farmers, which is the bank’s
common social mandate with the CIIF
companies,” UCPB President and CEO
Higinio Macadaeg, Jr. said.
The CIIF companies supporting the
scholarship program are Cocolife, UCPB
General Insurance, Cocochem and the CIIF
Oil Mills Group. Macadaeg cited the results
of the annual survey conducted last year
which showed that 80% of the scholargraduates are earning incomes with 86%
percent of them earning enough to be able
to regularly send money home for their
families’ daily expenses and their siblings’
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 5, 1 May 2017

education. The UCPB-CIIF Scholarship
Program has so far produced 1,467
graduates, 756 of whom earned technicalvocational skill certifications from six Don
Bosco Training Centers and 711 college
degrees from 71 state colleges and
universities. Another 269 scholars are
graduating this school year. (UCAP Bulletin)
COCONUT PRODUCERS PUSH COCO
COIR USE AS EROSION CONTROL TOOL
Philippine coconut coir producers are
partnering with the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (MGB) on the use of coconut fiber
as erosion control tool in compliance with
the Philippine Mining Act. The move is in
line with efforts to boost domestic sales
which currently stand at close to P200
million. According to the National Coco Coir
Industry Technical Working Group, which is
composed of representatives from the
Department of Trade and the Department of
Agriculture, the coconut coir industry has a
potential to grow to P1.7 billion.
This partnership followed the signing of
a memorandum of agreement with the
Department of Public Works and Highways
and the National Irrigation Administration
(NIA) on the use of geonets for
infrastructure development. The technical
working group will meet with the mining
sector on the use of coco coir in the sector
basis Memorandum Circular (MC) 25. MC
25 signed in 2002 by then president Gloria
M. Arroyo, directs all national and local
government agencies to use coco peat and
coir fiber for soil conditioning and erosion
control.
Some mining companies like
Taganito Mining Corp. and Nickel Asia
Corp. have already adopted its use in
protecting the environment such as for
slope stabilization in mine tailing ponds. On
the other hand, NIA has also employed the
use of geonets as a bioengineering
technology in irrigation canals.
Geotextile is an effective material in the
rehabilitation of streambanks, and even in
preventing or minimizing siltation in rivers
and water bodies. According to the Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources,
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geotextile can be used in protecting
mangrove areas. The Philippine Coconut
Authority expects the mining sector to use
geotextile to boost consumption of coconut
products and create more jobs for poor
coconut farmers in the countryside. Region
5 (Bicol Region) and Region 10 (Northern
Mindanao-Cagayan de Oro) are the biggest
producers of coconut coir. (UCAP Bulletin)
WHOLE COCONUTS ARE THE LATEST
HEALTH FOOD TREND-BUT WHERE DO
THEY COME FROM?
One of the cruelest jokes nature has
played on Los Angeles is that the city’s
palm trees don’t produce coconuts. If they
did, the newest frontier in the coconut water
arms race might not have been such a long
time coming.
“Millennials want an experiential
product, they want something healthy, and
they want their money to go to something
good,” said Vincent Zaldivar, aka Coco
Vinny. “If you drink right from the coconut,
you know where it’s coming from.”
Coco Vinny is putting his mouth where
his money is. He started selling whole
“tapped” coconuts — precut with a “Coco
Tap” screwed into the opening — in L.A. in
February 2016. He said he made about
$250,000 that first year, translating into
about 50,000 coconuts sold. On Friday, en
route to delivering 2,500 tapped coconuts to
Coachella for client Ciroc Vodka, he said
demand is still growing, even after he
recently pulled his coconuts from Whole
Foods Markets. In fact, he noted, he had a
record week — “$20 grand!”
Globally, the market for “alternative
water beverages,” i.e., coconut and maple
water, grew 21 percent in 2016 to $2.7
billion, according to a report by market
research firm Zenith Global. That number is
expected to double by 2020, with the bulk of
it (96 percent by volume in 2016) being
coconut water. But with major corporations
including Coca-Cola (Zico and Innocent),
PepsiCo (One, Kero Coco and Naked) and
All Market (Vita Coco) dominating the drink

market, entrepreneurs like Coco Vinny and
former Shark Tank contestant David
Goodman (Coco Jack) are also selling tools
to open the fruit at home.
For the uninitiated, the desirable
coconuts sold in L.A. are the young, green
fruits from Thailand. U.S. regulations don’t
allow the fruit to enter the country with the
green outer husk intact. That’s why those
appearing at farmers markets, specialty
grocery stores, restaurants and Coachella
tents are shaved down to a “diamond-cut”
white husk. In the last couple of years,
green Mexican coconuts have started to
trickle in, but the market remains dominated
by Thai product.
“The best ones are from Thailand. The
soil, how they treat it — there’s lots of
reasons why the Thai ones are the best,”
said importer Norman Phan of Panda
Produce. The downtown business has been
importing the young coconuts by the
container for the last four years. “Now a lot
of people — non-Asian — who are into
health cleansing, they come here and buy
by the whole case,” Phan said.
Currently, a case of nine coconuts sells
for $13, or $1.44 each, versus the $4 or $5
each they sell for in stores. Coco Vinny’s
tapped fruit is sold at the Universal lot for $7
each.
Asked about the popularity of the new
gadgets, Phan was nonchalant, saying, “I
don’t know about that. I do it the oldfashioned way: You get a big giant knife and
just smack it.” (http://www.laweekly.com)
BUNGE ACQUIRES EUROPEAN EDIBLE
OILS SUPPLIER
Bunge has agreed to acquire
Westfälische Lebensmittelwerke Lindemann
GmbH & Co. KG (Lindemann), a supplier of
fats and oils in Germany. Established in
1902 in Bünde, East Westphalia, the familyowned business has grown to become one
of the leading suppliers of oils and fats to
both the industrial and artisan channels of
the German bakery market.
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The Lindemann portfolio is an excellent
fit with Bunge and will allow the company to
offer a broader, high value range of
products in response to consumer trends
and its customer requirements, Bunge said.
“This acquisition will allow us to build a more
robust and balanced B2B oil and fat
business by expanding our portfolio and
capabilities to the bakery segment,” said
Tommy Jensen, chief executive officer of
Bunge EMEA. “It will enable us to
strengthen our presence in Northwestern
Europe that we have established with our
existing assets and our recent acquisition of
Walter Rau Neusser.”
This agreement is the latest of
expansion for Bunge this year. Bunge also
has completed other acquisitions within the
past year, including the takeover of Turkish
olive and seed oil producer Ana Gida last
December and two oilseed crushing plants
from Cargill in February 2017. Also in
February, Bunge formed a joint venture with
Saudi shipping firm Bahri Dry Bulk
Company to establish an ocean freight
supplier of dry bulk import and export flows
in and out of the Middle East. (UCAP
Bulletin)
HEALTH CANADA PROPOSES TO BAN
USE OF TRANS FATS IN CANADIAN
FOOD
Health
Canada,
Canada’s
Governmental Health Department, has
introduced a regulatory proposal to prohibit
the use of partially hydrogenated oil
(PHOs), the main source of industrially
produced trans fats in food. According to a
department statement released early this
month, prohibiting PHOs in all foods sold in
Canada represented a “significant and final
step” in Health Canada’s efforts to reduce
trans fats in the Canadian food supply to the
lowest possible level to promote greater
national health.
Under the strategy, trans fats must
already be reported in the nutritional facts
table on product labels, making claims of
being ‘trans fat free’ is regulated and
voluntary programs to reduce the use of
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 5, 1 May 2017

trans fats have been set up. By Health
Canada’s definition, PHOs would be defined
as fats and oils that have not been
hydrogenated to complete or near complete
saturation and have an iodine value greater
than 4. This definition would apply to PHOs
used in foods intended for human
consumption and PHOs added to foods for
minor use applications or technical
purposes, such as processing aids and pan
release agents.
If the regulation is introduced,
Canadian producers would have a 12month transitory period to switch their
production away from using trans fats, relabel products and sell existing stock. A
notice of proposal detailing the legislation
has been posted to seek comments from
Canadians and will remain open until 21
June 2017. (UCAP Bulletin)
BAKER’S YEAST CAN BE USED TO
PRODUCE SHORT-CHAIN FATTY ACIDS:
STUDY
Producing fatty acids from sugar in
industrial quantities may have been cracked
by German researchers, who believe the
approach could be harnessed to create new
types of molecules for the food sector, the
FoodNavigator reported last week. The
approach essentially reprogrammes an
enzymes in baker’s yeast to produce the
more valuable short-chain fatty acids
(SCFAs). The technique differs from similar
processes in that it is minimally invasive
protein engineering approach that leaves
the molecular mechanisms of the enzyme in
question, Fatty Acid Synthase (FAS),
unchanged.
This enzyme is normally
responsible for catalysing long-chain fatty
acid formation, the kind that have proved
beneficial in fats and oils, including olive oil,
soybean oil, fish, nuts, avocado and meat.
To produce SCFAs in the quantities
that are commercially viable currently
involves a complex extraction process using
certain plants such as coconut. This new
process may initially have the potential to
produce
high-value
constituents
for
cosmetics,
active
pharmaceutical
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ingredients,
antimicrobial
substances,
aromas or soap. However, the principles
shared in the research paper means there is
no reason why SCFAs specifically used for
packaging food applications among others,
can be produced in the required quantities.
(UCAP Bulletin)
STUDY SHOWS BLOOD FAT LEVELS
CAN INDICATE KIDS’ DIET QUALITY
AND DISEASE RISK
Finnish researchers found that familybased lifestyle interventions such as a diet
high in unsaturated fat, can have a dramatic
impact on children’s blood fatty acid makeup. The findings, published in the American
Journal of Clinical Nutrition, serve to provide
evidence of plasma fatty acid composition’s
link with diabetes and other cardiometabolic
risks and the effects of lifestyle interventions
on this composition in children. Fatty acid
metabolism is closely associated with
cardiometabolic risk, already in childhood
and is a reliable indicator of dietary fat and
carbohydrate quality in a given diet.
The team from the University of
Eastern Finland studied 512 children aged
six to eight years old. The children and their
families received nutrition and exercise
counseling over a period of two years. A
four-day food record was used to evaluate
food consumption. Fatty acid composition
in plasma was determined by gas
chromatography from fasting blood sample.
Results showed a high intake of
vegetable oil-based margarines (60-80%
fat) was linked to lower levels of saturated
and monounsaturated fatty acids and a high
polyunsaturated fatty acid content in plasma
fatty acid makeup. A higher consumption of
high-fibre grain products and a lower
consumption of confectionery was also
linked to lower levels of monounsaturated
fatty acids in plasma. Several saturated fatty
acids and that of palmitoleic acid were
positively linked with cardiometabolic risk
score. The opposite was true for many
polyunsaturated fatty acids. (UCAP Bulletin)

EU
LAUNCHES
E-CERTIFICATION
SYSTEM FOR IMPORTS OF ORGANIC
PRODUCTS
After a 6-month transition period during
which both paper and e-certification will be
accepted, only electronic certification will be
used from 19 October 2017 onwards, a
news report in FoodNavigator has said.
The e-system will be integrated into the
Commission’s existing electronic Trade
Control and Expert System (TRACES) for
tracking movements of food products across
the EU. The changes were prompted by
recommendations from the European Court
of Auditors and a request from member
states to address concerns about
monitoring the movements of organic
products and the consistency of import
checks.
The scheme aims to reduce fraud
risks, tighten traceability, and collect reliable
data on organic trade. According to IFOAM
EU, the umbrella organization representing
the entire European organic production
chain, the European organic market is
growing at a rate of around 6 to 7% year-onyear compared to 2 to 3% for the nonorganic grocery market. (UCAP Bulletin)
OSTEOARTHRITIS
PINNED
ON
SATURATED
FATS
AND
CARBOHYDRATES, BUT NOT COCONUT
OIL
A diet high in fat and carbohydrates
can induce osteoarthritis, a study has found,
contradicting the standard position that the
crippling condition is caused by mechanical
deterioration.
Research led by Yin Xiao of the
Queensland University of Technology and
Lindsay Brown at the University of Southern
Queensland found that a diet high in
saturated fats weakened the composition of
cartilage, particularly in weight-bearing
joints such as the knee.
The effects of high-fat diets on joint
structure has been little studied until now,
and Xiao and Brown’s rat-based research
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seems set to ignite new debate around food
intake and health.
The scientists tested the effects of
common ingredients including butter,
coconut oil, palm oil and animal fat,
combined with simple carbs – a mix that
mimics many types of junk food.
They found that a carb-based diet
containing 20% saturated fats produced
significant changes in the rats’ load-bearing
cartilages
–
characterised
as
“degeneration”,
“irregularity”
and
“disorganisation” – resulting in osteoarthritis.
“Our findings suggest that it’s not wear
and tear but diet that has a lot to do with the
onset of osteoarthritis,” says Xiao.
“Saturated fatty acid deposits in the
cartilage change its metabolism and
weaken the cartilage, making it more prone
to damage. This would, in turn, lead to
osteoarthritic pain from the loss of the
cushioning effect of cartilage.”
The damaging results were consistent
for animal fat, butter and palm oil. Perhaps
significantly, lauric acid, found in coconut
oil, did not produce cartilage damage and
might even have a protective effect.
The
study, published
in
the
journal Scientific Reports, calls for human
clinical trials to assess whether replacing
palm oil with lauric oil in commercial food
might reduce the incidence of osteoarthritis.
(https://cosmosmagazine.com)

TR AD E N E W S
COCONUT PRICES SOAR, MAY RISE
FURTHER IN COMING DAYS
The recent truckers’ strike and
successive droughts over the last two
years have led to coconut prices rising
while the production has dipped by more
than half. In the last 10 days, the price of a
coconut has been hovering anywhere
between Rs35 and Rs38 from the earlier
Rs33 and it is expected to increase further.
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 5, 1 May 2017

Karnataka is the third largest coconutgrowing state after Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
Annually, about 5.13 billion coconuts are
produced in the state in 54 thousand
hectares. The districts of Tumakuru,
Hassan,
Dakshina
Kannada,
Chikkamagaluru and Chitradurga together
account for more than 85 per cent of
coconut-growing area in the state.
Raghu H, who grows coconuts at their
plantation at Channarayapatna in Hassan
district, and also sells them at wholesale
prices at Jeevan Bima Nagar in the city
says, “On an average, each tree yields 200
coconuts a year, which has now reduced
to 60. Naturally, the price will shoot up. But
the quality and the size has not changed,’’
he said. According to him, the price may
even cross Rs40 per coconut soon.
Manjunatha Swamy, who sells tender
coconuts at Vijayanagar, said the price of
a tender coconut was Rs30 a few days
ago and has touched Rs35 now.
Sridhar Bhat of SLV Events said with the
prices of coconut increasing, many cannot
afford it for ‘tambula’ at auspicious
occasions. “We are giving musambis and
mangoes instead of coconuts. The smaller
coconuts too are selling at Rs20 a piece at
wholesale prices, which is still too high to
give out with tambula at weddings,’’ he
said.
Chandrashekar Hebbar, who runs
Anna Kuteera hotel and is President of
Bruhat Bengaluru Hoteliers Association,
said they need at least 50 coconuts a day
to prepare chutney and other dishes. “We
cannot compromise on taste, so we are left
with no choice but to increase the prices
by 20 per cent.’’ He added that the prices
of milk, curds and ghee had increased too.
According to Hemachandra, Deputy
Director, Karnataka Coconut Board, there
is 60 per cent less yield of coconuts in the
state. Each tree needs 50-75 litres of
water per day. “Growers were using flood
irrigation system. We, with Horticulture
department, are advising farmers to adopt
drip irrigation to reduce water wastage. We
will have to wait till July for reduction of
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price
when
fresh
crop
comes.”
(http://www.newindianexpress.com)
COCONUT PRODUCT EXPORTS CROSS
20 BILLION RUPEES ON PRICING EDGE
The country’s export of value-added
coconut products crossed 20 billion rupees
in FY 2017, an achievement that came on
the back of increased shipments of fresh
coconuts, coconut oil and desiccated
coconuts.
Provisional figures from the Coconut
Development Board indicate that exports
touched almost 23 billion rupees, which
represents a 58 per cent growth over last
year’s figure of 14.5 billion rupees.
China was a big buyer
Strikingly, China has emerged as the
leading importer of fresh coconuts from
India: it imported nearly 40,000 tonnes of
the 100,000 tonnes exported from India.
In contrast, India exported 40,000
tonnes of fresh coconuts in all of FY 2016.
Last year, China was not a major player,
official sources told Business Line.
Besides fresh coconuts, the export
figures in respect of coconut oil and
desiccated coconut were particularly
impressive. Coconut oil exports were
approximately 40,000 tonnes this year,
against 8,560 tonnes in FY 2016, while
desiccated coconut shipments were three
times higher at almost 15,000 tonnes,
against 4,260 tonnes last year.
Sources attribute the strong export
performance to the price competitiveness of
value-added coconut products, particularly
in comparison with international rates in the
first eight months of FY 2017.
Coconut oil in bulk was mainly
exported to Malaysia, followed by Indonesia
and Sri Lanka, whereas coconut oil in
consumer packs was mainly shipped to the
UAE, Myanmar and Saudi Arabia.
(http://www.ramexpo.in)

PERFORMANCE OF PHILIPPINE TOP
NON-TRADITIONAL COCO EXPORTS IN
JANUARY
Data from the Philippine Statistics
Authority show 14 nontraditional coconut
products generated export revenue of more
than USD100,000 during the month to
qualify for the top non-traditional export
products category. The top five nontraditional exports recorded earnings of
more than USD1.000 million: coconut water,
hydrogenated coconut oil, virgin coconut oil,
glycerin and coconut milk liquid.
COCONUT WATER led the pack with
earnings of USD5.778 million from export of
4,912,668 liters. Volume was up by 7.2%
from 4,583,443 liters year-ago. The United
States was the biggest outlet cornering
2,960,472 liters (60.3% of total sales),
followed far behind by United Kingdom with
643,477 liters (13.1%). Smaller volumes
went to France at 312,968 liters, Brazil
227,815 liters, Thailand 210,969 liters,
Australia 120,226 liters (2.4%), Netherlands
104,112 liters (2.1%) and 10 other countries
which shared 332,629 liters (6.8%).
HYDROGENATED COCONUT OIL,
the second biggest non-traditional export,
grossed USD4.304 million from sale of
2,612 MT (no export recorded year-ago).
United States was the market leader
capturing 673 MT (25.8%), trailed by China
at 481 MT (18.4%), Iran 416 MT (15.9%).
Limited volume went to Malaysia at 183 MT
(7.0%),
Pakistan
181
MT
(6.9%),
Netherlands 152 MT (5.8%) and Russia 108
MT (4.1%). Twelve other countries jointly
held 418 MT (16.0%).
VIRGIN COCONUT OIL, which took
the third spot, had income of USD3.818
million. Tonnage at 956 MT was sharply
down by 42.2% from the previous year at
1,653 MT. United States was top market
cornering 279 MT (29.2%), followed by
Germany at 241 MT (25.2%), Canada 130
MT (13.6%), United Kingdom 121 MT
(12.7%), and 14 other countries sharing a
volume of 184 MT (19.3%)
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Fourth in rank GLYCERIN recorded
proceeds of USD2.212 million from
shipment of 2,779 MT. The cargo was
higher by 43.3% from last year at 1,938 MT.
Japan was the primary market at 1,767 MT
(63.6%). Smaller volumes went to China at
450 MT (16.2%), Thailand 298 MT (10.7%),
Italy at 102 MT (3.7%), and five other
countries which absorbed the balance 160
MT (5.8%).
Fifth placer COCO MILK LIQUID had
turnover of USD1.188 million from overseas
purchases of 613 MT. The shipment hiked
by 14.9% from 534 MT year-ago. There
were seven country destinations led by
United States at 214 MT (35.0%), tracked
by Netherlands 171 MT (27.8%), Japan 95
MT (15.5%), France 50 MT (8.1%), Australia
42 MT (6.9%), Canada 26 MT (4.2%), and
Argentina 16 MT (2.6%).
The top six export, COIR & COIR
PRODUCTS,
registered
earnings
of
USD535,899. Quantity at 235 MT shrank by
more than 5 times the previous year total at
1,215 MT (-80.7%). There were eight
country destinations led by United States at
106 MT (45.0%), followed far behind by
Spain at 53 MT (22.6%), China 50 MT
(21.3%), Singapore 12 MT (5.1%), Japan
and Australia at 5 MT apiece, Canada 3 MT
and Hong Kong 1 MT.
TOILET/BATH SOAP landed seventh
and turned in USD379,758 from 269 MT
export. Outbound load dropped by 16.0%
from the previous year at 320 MT. Thailand
was primary destination at 117 MT (43.4%),
trailed by Vietnam at 51 MT (19.0%),
Malaysia 29 MT (10.8%), Singapore 27 MT
(10.0%), United Arab Emirates 20 MT
(7.5%), and seven other countries with
combined uptake of 25 MT.
SHAMPOO which earned USD282,238
from sale of 184 MT (56 MT year-ago) filled
in the eighth place. Taiwan was key outlet at
75 MT (40.7%), followed by United Arab
Emirates at 50 MT (27.0%), Mongolia and
Singapore at 19 MT (10.2%) apiece. Four
other countries shared the remaining
volume of 22 MT (11.8%).
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 5, 1 May 2017

COCO MILK POWDER which grossed
USD280,038 from delivery of 56 MT was
number 9 in the list. Purchases during the
month was behind by 72.6% from 205 MT
last year. Netherlands was market leader at
25 MT (45.3%), next was Japan at 15 MT
(27.0%), then Australia 12 MT (22.1%),
Spain and France at 2 MT apiece.
HUSK CUBES held the tenth position
which contributed USD253,898 from
transactions involving 664 MT (no export
year-ago). China was a leading importer at
393 MT (59.1%), tracked by Hong Kong at
150 MT (22.6%), Spain 80 MT (12.0%) and
Japan 42 MT (6.3%).
Completing the top 14 non-traditional
exports were bukayo, coco flour, vinegar
and nata de coco. BUKAYO (sweetened
fresh coconut meat) had revenue of
USD219,310 from trade of 80 MT, a huge
climb from 5 MT year-ago. The United
Kingdom captured 20 MT (25.1%), while
Australia took in 18 MT (22.6%), Italy 15 MT
(18.8%), Canada 10 MT (12.6%), and six
other importing countries which shared 17
MT.
COCO FLOUR generated USD176,258
from deals amounting to 77 MT (12 MT
year-ago). There were five country
destinations led by Australia at 33 MT
(42.5%), trailed by France at 30 MT
(38.5%), Israel 13 MT (17.3%), Czech
Republic 1 MT and Thailand at less than 1
MT.
VINEGAR contributed USD124,241
from delivery of 153 MT (28 MT year-ago).
Saudi Arabia was key market at 33 MT
(21.7%), followed by Germany and United
Arab Emirates at 18 MT apiece, United
Kingdom at 17 MT, Jordan and Australia at
16 MT apiece and United States at 11 MT.
Six other countries were responsible for the
remaining volume at 23 MT.
NATA
DE
COCO
generated
USD108,228 from delivery of 124 MT (42
MT). Japan was the leading buyer
controlling 72 MT (57.7%), tracked by China
at 52 MT (41.8%), United States at 1 MT,
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and Hong Kong at less than1 MT. (UCAP
Bulletin)
PHILIPPINE EXPORT OF COCONUT
PRODUCTS UP IN FEBRUARY
UCAP preliminary figures show export
of coconut products in February posted a
marginal increase of 2.6% at 115,604 MT in
copra terms from 112,639 MT in same
month last year, continuing the year-on-year
growth in place since October last year.
The total, however, showed a 27.9%
reduction from last month shipment
estimated at 160,340 MT.
The increase in aggregate export was
exclusively due to desiccated coconut which
more than doubled previous year shipment;
other products posted losses. Moreover, all
products but oleochemicals surpassed
respective last year monthly average export
volume.
Outbound shipment of coconut oil fell
4.3% to 62,313 MT from 65,105 MT yearago but bested last year’s monthly average
delivery at 60,569 MT by 2.9%. Europe was
leading destination during the month
responsible for 59.7% at 37,230 MT while
the US took in 19,215 MT for a 30.8%
market share. Japan and China respectively
bought 3,868 MT (6.2%) and 2,000 MT
(3.2%).
External trade of copra meal at 27,665
MT was little changed from last year at
27,704 MT (-0.1%) though the figure beat
by 20.9% last year monthly average
shipment at 22,884 MT.
Vietnam fortified
its position as market leader cornering
41.2% at 11,390 MT. Likewise, India and
Korea maintained their respective rankings
last month. India imported 8,700 MT
(31.4%) and Korea 7,575 MT (27.4%).
Desiccated coconut export at 9,019 MT
was a meteoric increase by 121.1% from
4,079 MT a year ago.
The volume
exceeded by 18.6% last year monthly
average at 7,602 MT. On the other hand,
delivery of oleochemicals at 2,750 MT as
copra shrank 8.1% from 2,992 MT and
likewise lagged behind by 19.4% from the

monthly average of last year at 3,414 MT.
There was no reported export of copra as
last year.
January-February export accumulated
to 275,943 MT in copra terms, a sharp leap
by 36.8% from 201,671 MT at the same
time last year. Breakdown is as follows, in
MT: copra nil (23), coconut oil 154,346
(114,783), copra meal 53,337 (46,432),
desiccated
coconut
16,655
(8,928),
oleochemicals as copra 5,200 (5,650).
(UCAP Bulletin)
... ALSO PRIMARY IMPORTER OF
PHILIPPINE COCONUT WATER IN 2016
Figures from the Philippine Statistics
Authority likewise show the country’s export
of coconut water in 2016 declined by 11.0%
to 63,870,316 liters from 71,735,439 liters in
the same period year-ago. Coconut water
was the country’s second biggest nontraditional export during the year with
shipment valued at USD67.265 million,
down by 15.2% from prior year at
USD79.325 million.
The US was almost an exclusive
market, leading 34 other countries, with
import at 44,740,207 liters accounting for
70.0% of total. The next three importers
namely, United Kingdom at 8,293,709 liters
Netherlands at 2,459,531 liters and Canada
2,012,790 liters together made up 19.9% of
the market. On the other hand, Australia at
865,220 liters, Brazil 864,661 liters, France
616,346 liters and United Arab Emirates
594,350 liters jointly comprised 4.6% of total
while 12 others with uptake ranging
112,006430,441 liters also collectively
contributed 4.6%.
The buyers include
China, New Zealand, Japan, Germany,
South Korea, Malaysia, Hong Kong,
Belgium, Singapore, Taiwan, Spain and
South Africa. The remaining 15 countries
together held 512,949 liters (0.9%). (UCAP
Bulletin)
MINDANAO EYES US ISLAMIC TRADE
A
delegation
of
the
ARMM
(Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao),
which represents a group of mostly Muslim
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provinces in the south of the Philippines,
recently attended a forum in Washington at
which it was advised by officials of the US
Halal Chamber of Commerce (USHCC) on
how to tap into business opportunities in the
country.
According to the region’s official press
service, the USHCC’s Chief Executive,
Habib Ghanim, has offered support to the
body and could possibly sign an agreement
with it to promote halal exports as early as
October, with shipments originating largely
from a designated economic zone in Parang
which was dubbed a “halal hub” earlier this
year by the ARMM’s governor.
Two bodies govern halal certification in
the southern region, the Muslim Mindanao
Halal Certification Board and the Halal
International Chamber of Commerce and
Industries of the Philippines. In October
2015, they signed an agreement to
strengthen their standards for the local
market, but more integration is needed
before these can accepted in global
markets. America currently accounts for
about 12% of the world’s US$2.8tr halal
trade in food and agriculture sales. (UCAP
Bulletin)
U.S. IMPORT OF LAURIC OILS DOWN IN
FEBRUARY
Data from Oil World show the U.S.
imported 69,300 MT of lauric oils in
February this year, sharply down by 20.7%
from same period year-ago at 87,400 MT.
The increase was exclusively on account of
coconut oil which hiked 6.8% to 42,400 MT
from 39,700 MT. Coconut oil accounted for
61.2% of total lauric oil import while palm
kernel oil comprised the remaining 38.2%.
Import of palm kernel oil dived 43.6% to
26,900 MT from 47,700 MT.
The Philippines was top supplier of
lauric oils to the U.S. during the month
responsible for 53.0% of total, the
equivalent of 36,700 MT (21,900 MT last
year) of coconut oil only. Indonesia was
second biggest origin of lauric oils with
shipment of 29,300 MT (48,800 MT) of
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which 24,400 MT (33,200 MT) was palm
kernel oil and 4,900 MT (15,600 MT) was
coconut oil, contributing 42.3% to lauric oil
total import. Malaysia shared 3.5% at 2,400
MT (15,500 MT) of which 100 MT (1,100
MT) was coconut oil and 2,300 MT (14,400
MT) was palm kernel oil. Deliveries from
other countries totaled 900 MT (1,200 MT)
of which 700 MT (1,100 MT) was coconut oil
and 200 MT (100 MT) was palm kernel oil.
The
cumulative
January-February
import this year stood at 147,500 MT, a
slight drop by 6.8% from a comparable yearearlier period total at 158,300 MT. Coconut
oil uptake was 85,900 MT (77,400 MT) of
which 76.1% or 65,400 MT (49,500 MT)
came from the Philippines. Palm kernel oil
was 61,600 MT (80,900 MT) of which 80.8%
or 49,800 MT (50,400 MT) originated from
Indonesia. (UCAP Bulletin)
US, TOP BUYER OF PHILIPPINE VIRGIN
COCONUT OIL IN 2016...
Figures from the Philippine Statistics
Authority show the country’s export of virgin
coconut oil in 2016 dropped by 27.6% to
26,290 MT from 36,331 MT in the same
period year-ago. The shipment was worth
USD99.944 million, down by 34.1% from
prior year at USD151.745 million. Virgin
coconut oil was the top non-traditional
coconut products export during the year
based on revenue. The product counted 54
country destinations with the top four led by
the United States collectively accounting for
81.6% of total trade.
As market leader, US purchases
amounted to 13,977 MT (53.2% share),
followed far behind by Germany at 3,825
MT (14.5%), Canada at 2,473 MT (9.4%)
and Brazil at 1,168 MT (4.4%). Smaller
volumes went to Belgium at 830 MT and
United Kingdom at 608 MT with combined
share of 5.5% and a dozen others which
took in loads ranging 104-373 MT namely,
the Netherlands, South Korea, Australia,
France, Taiwan, Japan, Czech Republic,
Malaysia, South Africa, New Zealand, China
and Mexico; the latter group together
shared 10.8%. Countries with uptake below
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100 MT (80 kg-71 MT) numbered 36 and
aggregately accounted for the remaining
2.1%. (UCAP Bulletin)
CHINESE IMPORT OF LAURIC OILS UP
IN FEBRUARY
Data from Oil World show China
imported 78,800 MT of lauric oils in
February this year, sharply increasing by
80.7% from same period year-ago total at
43,600 MT. Palm kernel oil comprised the
bulk of import amounting to 68,000 MT
(86.3% share) while coconut oil was 10,800
MT (13.7%). Import of palm kernel oil rose
by 89.4% from last year at 35,900 MT and
that of coconut oil likewise increased 40.2%
from 7,700 MT.
Indonesia remained the country’s
major source of lauric oil responsible for
82.4% with delivery of 64,900 MT (22,500
MT year-ago) which consisted of 58,700 MT
(15,100 MT) of palm kernel oil and 6,200
MT (7,400 MT) of coconut oil. Malaysia
accounted for 11.8% or 9,300 MT (20,800
MT) of palm kernel oil only. The Philippine
contributed 2.0% or 1,600 MT (100 MT) of
coconut oil only. Supply from other
countries was solely coconut oil at 2,900 MT
(200 MT).
The
cumulative
January-February
figure which stood at 147,000 MT was
45.1% higher from a comparable year-ago
period total at 101,300 MT. Of this total,
palm kernel oil was 122,100 MT (84,800
MT), the bulk of which at 96,100 MT (60,300
MT) came from Indonesia. Import of coconut
oil at 24,900 MT (16,500 MT) likewise came
largely from Indonesia at 18,200 MT
(15,200 MT). Coconut oil shipment from the
Philippine during the period was 2,700 MT
or 10.8% of total coconut oil import. (UCAP
Bulletin)
BEVERAGES FILLING THE VOID LEFT
BY DROP IN SODA SALES
As carbonated softdrinks long supreme
reign over the beverage industry continues
to slip amid fears of consuming too much
sugar, sales and distrution of healthy, better
for you and functional alternatives are

gaining traction to fill the void, reports the
FoodNavigator. Among those beverages
benefiting from the drop in soda sales are
Kombucha, cold brew coffee, plant waters
which include coconut water, and fresh
pressed juices, according to industry
leaders who recently presented during
FoodNavigator
USA’s
Beverage
Entrepreneurs To Watch online forum.
The growth of plant-based waters,
including coconut water even though it is
technically a juice, has “been unreal,” Erick
Penicka,
a
research
analyst
with
Euromonitor International said at the forum.
Coconut water and other plant-based
waters in packages in the US “grew
essentially from nothing in 2005 to $95
million in retail channels in 2010, and last
year were just shy of $900 million,” he said,
adding that the category’s explosive growth
is such that “any new beverage type is
aspiring to achieve.” He attributes the
growth in this category in part to these
products simple ingredients, no added
sugar and to a lighter feel that today’s
consumers want because it gives the
impression that the beverages are healthier.
(UCAP Bulletin)
NEW FLAVORS DRIVE NON-DAIRY
CREAMER MARKET GROWTH
With 14.2% year-over-year sales
growth, manufacturers are seeing an
increasing demand for dairy-free creamers
made with plant-based milks, says a
Beveragedaily.com news report citing
Technomic report. Total volume for nondairy beverage creamers rose 13% last
year, in contrast to total sales decline and
nearly flat volume growth of dairy-based
creamers. Total volume growth of the
overall
beverage
creamer
category
increased 3.7% over the prior year and total
sales of the category increased 1.8%
compared to last year. A lot of growth for
non-dairy creamer is driven by flavor
varieties and this trend continues to evolve
as more dairy-based flavor options are
available.
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After seeing 138% sales growth for its
nut milk creamers in 2016, Califia Farms
added new flavors to its almond milk
creamer line including: unsweetened,
vanilla, hazelnut, pecan, and caramel.
According to Mintel, the dairy alternative
market is booming, with household
penetration growing from 27.3% in 2013, to
55% in 2016. The almond milk category is
projected to grow 36% by 2020, while dairy
milk sales are projected to decline 8% by
2020. (UCAP Bulletin)

directly linked to deforestation and to launch
information campaign to provide consumers
with further information on palm oil
cultivation. The report also urged palm oil
cultivators to use the “High Carbon Stock”
approach when developing plantations.
(UCAP Bulletin)

BIO-DIESEL NEWS

France and Indonesia talked about the
palm oil trade and aircraft industry during
the visit of French President Françoise
Hollande to Jakarta last week. Indonesian
President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo expressed
his thanks to France for revoking an
additional environmental tax on palm oil
products.

EUROPEAN COMMITTEE CALLS FOR
PHASE OUT OF PALM OIL IN BIODIESEL
PRODUCTION
A committee of the European
Parliament is calling on the European
Commission to phase out the use of palm
oil in biodiesel production by 2020 to
combat deforestation. The Committee on
the Environment, Public Health and Food
Safety voted early last month in favour of a
report stating that, as the world’s third
largest market for palm oil, the EU should
do more to ensure the oil it consumes does
not contribute to deforestation in producing
countries.
According to the committee report,
companies trading in palm oil “are generally
unable to prove with certainty that the palm
oil in their supply is not linked to
deforestation”. Cultivation of palm oil had
been the cause of 20% of all deforetation
globally within the last 20 years, the report
said. Additionally, the report found that
voluntary schemes such as the Roundtable
on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) failed to
limit greenhouse gas emissions and
prevented forest and peat fires, which had
turned Indonesia into “one of the greatest
contributors” to global warming.
In addition to phasing out palm oil use
in biodiesel production, the committee also
called on the European Commission to
increase import duties on palm oil that
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 5, 1 May 2017

OTHER VEGEOIL NEWS
INDONESIA AND FRANCE TALK ABOUT
PALM OIL, AIRCRAFT

To prevent a similar issue from arising
again, both countries will work on a joint
certification scheme similar to the domestic
timber legality system (SVLK) under the
European Union’s Forest Law Enforcement,
Governance
and
Trade
Voluntary
Partnership Agreement (FLEGT VPA)
framework. With a local SVLK license, local
timber producers can export their products
to the European Union without having to
apply for a license there. “Indonesia
suggested that the successful FLEGT
system also be applied for palm oil
products,” Jokowi said during a joint press
conference at the State Palace.
In response, Hollande said his country
understood the importance of palm oil
products for countries such as Indonesia
and Malaysia, but environmental rules had
to be obeyed. “So we agree on the palm oil
product joint certification system like for
tropical timber products,” he said, adding
that EU would seek to protect the interests
of both consumers and producers. In the
transportation sector, France will help
Indonesia to develop its aircraft industry and
infrastructure in harbor cities. (UCAP
Bulletin)
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INDONESIAN
PRODUCTION,
FEBRUARY

CRUDE
PALM
OIL
EXPORTS DOWN IN

Data from the Indonesia Association
of Oil Palm Producers (GAPKI) show the
country’s crude palm oil (CPO) and palm
kernel oil (PKO) production in February
declined by 8 percent month-on-month
(MoM) to 2.2 million tons. Exports of palm
products, including oleochemicals and
biodiesel also dropped by 6 percent to 2.66
million tons in the corresponding period.
“The drop in exports is more due to the rise
in export duties to US$18 per ton in the
second month. This made producers and
traders delay their sales and purchases,”
said GAPKI Executive Director Fadhil
Hasan. The drop in production combined
with high exports, albeit lower than in
January, reduced stocks by 32.5 percent to
1.93 million tons from 2.85 million tons.
However, exports to the Middle East
rose significantly by 116 percent MoM to
224,730 tons in February.
Exports to
Bangladesh, China and African countries
also increased by 23 percent, 9 percent and
3 percent, respectively. In contrast, exports
to the United States declined by 46 percent
to 54,850 tons. Exports to the European
Union, Pakistan and India dropped by 43
percent, 25 percent and 13 percent,
respectively. (UCAP Bulletin)
4TH MINISTERIAL MEETING OF CPOPC
HELD IN JAKARTA
The Fourth Ministerial Meeting of the
Council of Palm Oil Producing Countries
(CPOPC) was held on 11 April 2017 in
Jakarta, Indonesia, the Bernama news
agency reported last week. The Meeting
was attended by H.E. Darmin Nasution,
Coordinating Minister for Economic Affairs,
Republic of Indonesia and H.E Datuk Seri
Mah Siew Keong, Minister of Plantation
Industries and Commodities, Malaysia. The
Meeting was also attended by officials from
both countries.
The meeting discussed progress of
work under CPOPC and areas for further

cooperation. In addition, the Ministers
discussed global developments affecting
palm oil trade, in particular on the adoption
of the Resolution on Palm Oil and
Deforestation of Rainforests by the
European Parliament on 4 April 2017. Both
Ministers expressed grave concern on the
adoption of this Resolution, which has
negative repercussions on palm oil trade.
The Resolution claims oil palm cultivation as
one of the main drivers of deforestation and
climate change. (UCAP Bulletin)
INDONESIA
BRINGS
COMPLAINTS
AGAINST
DUMPING DUTIES

TO
EU

WTO
ANTI-

Indonesia, the world’s leading palm oil
producer is planning to file a complaint with
the World Trade Organization (WTO)
against the biodiesel anti-dumping duties
enacted on the country by the EU.
Indonesia was disputing the calculations on
which the EU duties were based, claiming
they were “inconsistent” with WTO’s AntiDumping Agreement, according to a
Reuters report last month.
The EU raised its duties on
Indonesian biodiesel from 8.8% to 20.5% in
November 2013. Indonesia, along with
Argentina on whose soyabeans the EU set
a similar duty, have called the measures
protectionist, and both have filed earlier
complaints with the WTO, which ruled in
favour of Argentina in October 2016.
Indonesia claimed that the EU duties have
caused the sales of its biodiesel to fall from
US$625M in 2013 to a projected US$9M in
2017, according to Reuters. (UCAP Bulletin)
INDONESIA KICKS OFF ITS FIRST
INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE
ON
SUSTAINABLE PALM OIL
Indonesia last week held its first
international conference on the country’s
sustainable palm oil (ISPO) scheme in an
effort to push for its implementation, The
Jakarta Post reported. “Various challenges
in ISPO implementation should be
accommodated by guiding smallholder
farmers and cooperation among all
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stakeholders,” Agriculture Ministry Director
General for plantations Bambang said in his
opening speech. The first international
forum for smallholder farmers also took
place on the sidelines of the event.
Bambang noted only 12 percent of
Indonesia’s 11.9 million hectares of oil palm
plantation land are ISPO certified. On the
same occasion, 38 firms and two
smallholder
groups
obtained
ISPO
certificates, making a total of 266 institutions
obtaining the certificate to date.
Indonesia, the world’s biggest oil palm
producer, has been increasing its efforts to
practice sustainable oil palm cultivation
amid a mounting push from the international
community to reduce the rate of
deforestation caused by the commodity. On
April 4, the European Parliament issued a
resolution to only import sustainable palm
oil after 2020. (UCAP Bulletin)
INDONESIA URGED TO OPPOSE EU
PALM OIL RESOLUTION
Palm oil businesses in the country
have urged the government to take strong
action against the European Union,
including retaliation, in response to a recent
European Parliament resolution that they
regard as detrimental to the local industry.
In its resolution recently, the parliament
demanded the bloc gradually reduce the
use of vegetable oils, including palm oil, that
are not sustainably produced in biodiesel
production, in a bid to reduce deforestation.
Indonesia is the world’s leading producer of
palm oil.
Indonesia
Oil
Palm
Producers
Association (Gapki) Executive Director
Fadhil Hasan called for solid measures
ranging from retaliation to termination of
ongoing talks on a comprehensive
economic partnership agreement (CEPA)
with the 27-member bloc. “The government
needs to think up concrete steps to
retaliate,” he said during a press conference
held by the National Palm Oil Board (DMSI)
recently. Palm oil producers under the
group view the matter as an issue that
COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 5, 1 May 2017

should be addressed at the government
level and urged the country’s leaders to
approach the EU directly.
On April 04, the EU Parliament called
for a single certification scheme for palm oil
entering the EU market. The non-binding
resolution suggested that only palm oil
supplied through sustainable methods,
according to its criteria, could enter the bloc
after 2020. Despite its non-binding nature,
the resolution is likely to affect the EU
Commission’s
trade
policy-making,
according to DMSI. (UCAP Bulletin)
FELDA
GLOBAL
CAMPAIGNS TO BOOST
FRUITS QUALITY

VENTURES
OIL PALM

Felda Global Ventures Holdings Bhd
(FGV) will escalate a campaign to boost the
quality of Fresh Fruit Bunches (BTS)
nationwide to help settlers and smallholders
from losses due to rejections of low quality
fruits, the Bernama news agency reports.
FGV Chairman, Tan Sri Mohd Isa Abdul
Samad said settlers and smallholders had
been suffering losses of RM80 million a
year for the past two to three years for
delivering poor quality fruits.
He said the FGV management would
brief settlers and smallholders at 72 areas
where palm oil processing factories were
located nationwide on good plantation
management. FGV factories nationwide
process more than 14 million tons of B TS a
year. (UCAP Bulletin)
FIRST
‘NO-GMO’
AVAILABLE
IN
SUPERMARKETS

LABEL
NOW
PHILIPPINE

A one-liter pouch of canola oil that
proclaims “Get The Real NON-GMO Canola
Now” is the country’s first voluntary labeling
of a food product declaring that it is not
sourced
from
Genetically
Modified
Organisms or GMO. “As far as we know we
are the first to put the non-GMO label,” said
Nikka Roldan, research and development
assistant at Limketkai Manufacturing Corp.,
distributor of the canola oil with the non-
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GMO label and a major cooking oil producer
and distributor.
The non-GMO product under the
Marca Leon brand is displayed among a
dozen brands of canola oil in the country’s
largest chain supermarket. Also available
are a 1.8-liter pouch with the non-GMO
label, and Marca Leon canola oil pouches
without the said label. GMOs are organisms
(plants, animals or microorganisms) in
which the genetic material (DNA) has been
altered in a way that genes selected for their
desirable traits are transferred from one
organism to another. In the Philippines, Bt
corn is the only GMO product, so called
because it contains genes from Bacillus
thuringiensis (Bt).
Labels identifying products as GMO
are not required in the country. However,
Limketkai seems to think it makes good
business sense. At least three bills have
been filed at the House of Representative
calling for mandatory labeling for GMO
products but these have not prospered. On
the other hand, according to the US
National Institutes of Health, the mandatory
labeling of genetically modified food is the
predominant policy issue concerning
biotechnology in the US. Labeling
advocates say consumers have the right to
know what’s in their food and have raised
safety issues such as allergic reactions to
GMO products. (UCAP Bulletin)
OMEGA-3 CANOLA OIL FILES
REGULATORY
APPROVAL
AUSTRALIA, US AND CANADA

FOR
IN

Omega-3 canola firm Nuseed has filed
for regulatory approval in Australia, with
submissions for Canada and the US set to
be
lodged
later
this
month,
NutraIngredients-USA
said.
Pending
regulatory approvals, commercial operations
are expected to commence in 2018 or 2019.
Nuseed said its proprietary canola
would provide long chain omega-3 oils,
similar to those found in fish oil, using a
sustainable land-based source. It has been
developed through collaboration between
Nuseed, the Commonwealth Scientific and

Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO)
and the Grains Research and Development
Corporation (GRDC). The company also
announced commercial brands for the
resulting oil product: Nutriterra for human
nutrition application and Aquaterra for
aquaculture feed uses. By providing a
proven land-based source of these oil,
Nuseed said it would help maintain
adequate supply to meet strongly increasing
global demand. It claims one hectare of this
canola had the potential to provide omega-3
yield from10,000 kg. of fish.
The regulatory submissions are being
made to the Office of the Gene Technology
Regulator (OGTR) and Food Standards
Australia and New Zealand (FSANZ) in
Australia; to the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency and Health Canada in Canada; and
to the US Department of Agriculture (USDA)
and the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) in the USA. (UCAP Bulletin)
CANOLA NOW WORTH $26.7 BILLION
TO CANADIAN ECONOMY
According to a new independent
analysis released last March 07 by the
Canola Council of Canada, the value of
canola to the Canadian economy has tripled
over the past decade to $26.7 billion a year.
The report shows the canola industry
generates a total of 250,000 jobs and $11.2
billion in wages for Canadians, and those
benefits are felt from coast to coast. Brian
Innes, the Canola Council’s vice president
of government relations said, “Compared to
the previous three-year period of 20092011, the total impact of canola has
increased by nearly $6 billion.”
The report was developed by LMC
international, a leading agri-business
research firm. The latest study shows how
dramatically canola’s impact has grown
since 2005/ 06: 1) the total economic impact
has increased by 250%, 2) the total wage
impact has doubled, 3) domestic canola
processing and refining have expanded
significantly and now generate four times
the economic impact, and 4) the number of
jobs generated by canola has increased by
41%.
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The growth of the industry’s impact is
driven by a number of factors. Canadian
canola production has increased as growers
continue to achieve record yields. As the
crop is researched, grown, handled,
processed and then distributed to
customers around the world, more jobs are
created within the canola value chain and in
sectors that provide goods and services to
the industry. When the wages from these
jobs are spent, a wide variety of other
industries and sectors are stimulated, from
real estate to manufacturing to arts and
entertainment. (UCAP Bulletin)
CHINA’S NEW HOPE TO BUILD
SOYBEAN CRUSHING PLANT WITH
CARGILL
Chinese agribusiness group New
Hope is planning to build its first soya
crushing plant in China’s Hebei province in
a joint venture with agribusiness giant
Cargill. New Hope and provincial state
companies would own 51% of the 50,000
tons/day plant, and Cargill the remaining
49%, New Hope chairman, Liu Yonghao,
said at a briefing.
The soy crushing industry in China,
the world’s top soybean buyer, has
expanded rapidly in recent years due to
rising demand from breeders of livestock
from hogs to poultry, although there is
significant overcapacity in the sector. Liu
has built New Hope from a small chicken
farm into the country’s top animal feed
producer, with businesses extending to
banking and property and annual sales
topping 90 billion Yuan ($13.83 billion) and
plans to expands overseas.
In about 10 years, international farm
products will account for 40 percent of total
revenue, up from 10 percent currently, Liu
said, and the company is setting up a
European headquarters in the Netherlands
and will open a U.S. office. The company
already has overseas offices in Australia
and Singapore. For its international
strategy, Liu said New Hope will mainly
build factories in under-developed countries
while focusing on acquisitions and
partnerships in developed countries. (UCAP
Bulletin)
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DID YOU KNOW
7 MORE REASONS TO DRINK COCONUT
WATER
Coconut water is not only an incredibly
popular thirst-quencher, but it packs quite
the nutritional punch as well.
Here are seven little-known coconut
water nutrition facts and how they can
benefit your health:
1.

Coconut water is mostly just ...
water

I'm sure you already know you need to
drink enough fluids so you can keep your
body healthy and properly hydrated. Just
like its name suggests, coconut water
contains about 95% water. This makes it a
great hydration drink. Coconut water can
hydrate your body just as well as plain water
(the mother of all hydrating drinks).
2.

It's low in calories

Unlike plain water, coconut water is not
entirely calorie-free, but at 42 calories per
serving (240g) it's still a pretty low-calorie
drink. This makes it an awesome
replacement for any one of your regular,
sugar-sweetened drinks and when used like
this, coconut water can help you reach your
weight loss goals.
3.

It contains potassium

Potassium is a vital mineral in your
body. You need enough of it if you want
your brain and nervous system to function
properly. Coconut water can help provide
some of that much needed potassium. One
serving of coconut water will cover about
13% of your daily potassium needs.
4.

It contains magnesium

Magnesium is another important
component of our diet, yet only 32% of
people consume enough magnesium. If
your body is running low on magnesium,
that could cause low energy levels or even
lead to serious health conditions like
asthma, diabetes and osteoporosis. A
serving of coconut water take care of about
14% of your daily magnesium needs.
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5.

It contains copper

4.

Peanut dipping sauce

Copper is another essential mineral for
your health. Without copper, your organs
and your metabolism simply can't work like
a well-oiled machine. One serving of
coconut water will provide about 11% of
your daily copper requirements.

This classic dipping sauce is the
perfect accompaniment for a Thai banquets.
The best part? Grab a few ingredients, a
can of coconut milk and combine!

6.

Poach chicken in typical Thai style with
a coconut milk brew, then team it with
jasmine rice and crisp Asian greens.

It contains cytokinins

Cytokinins are little-known, yet highly
beneficial compounds found in coconut
water. Science has confirmed cytokinins
slow down the development of cancerous
cells, plus they slow down the aging
process. What's not to love, right?
7.

It contains antioxidants.

5.

6.

7.

COCONUT RECIPE

9.

Thai cooks have been long been
using coconut milk to spruce up their
delectable dishes. Here are the tricks to
their trade. Brought to you by Coles
1.

Soup

This light, fragrant, creamy tom kha
gai – a classic Thai soup – is an absolute
blast of hot, sweet and sour flavours. The
coconut milk soup base helps to poach and
infuse the chicken with glorious flavours.
2.

Coconut rice

Coconut milk is the key ingredient
in coconut rice, serving as the replacement
to water when cooking the rice.
3.

Fish cakes

For a healthy alternative, incorporate
coconut milk and quinoa to make these
yummy fish cakes.

Sticky rice

This sweet, sticky rice pudding is full of
coconut flavour – perfectly matched with a
few slices of mango, and a drizzle of fresh
coconut milk.

Coconut water contains a lot of
antioxidants, which help prevent the
damage to our bodies caused by free
radicals. Free radicals are produced by your
own metabolism, so there's no other way to
neutralize the damage, except making sure
you consume enough antioxidants in your
diet. And coconut water can help you with
that. (http://www.ritadrinks.co)

“12 awesome Thai tricks with coconut
milk”

Red curry

Laksa

Create a vibrant roast duck laksa with
the flavours of chilli, coriander and coconut
milk.
8.

Fish Pie

Coconut milk creates a luscious,
creamy filling to this simple fish pie, topped
with buttery mash.
Yellow curry

By adding coconut milk to this yellow
fish curry, the creaminess of the milk
envelopes the spices to build a delicious,
aromatic meal.
10. Massaman curry
Recreate hot nights in Thailand with
this classic massaman curry with a divine
rich coconut sauce and beef that falls apart
at a mere touch.
11. Prawns
Create a luxe coconut milk and spice
marinade for these beautiful barbecued
prawns.
12. Custard
By chilling a can of coconut milk, the
fat will separate and create a creamy layer
on top. By scooping out this cream you can
create delicious custard desserts, like
this coconut
custard
with
mango.
(http://www.taste.com.au)
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STATISTICS
Table 1. Indonesia's Monthly Exports of Coconut Oil (in MT), 2014 - 2016

Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Total

2015
Volume Value(FOB)
(MT)
US$’000
64,432
60,555
69,121
86,396
64,948
73,410
44,067
75,479
62,143

73,301
68,594
75,683
92,119
69,524
78,453
48,109
79,382
63,381

34,762
82,811
41,257
759,381

35,571
83,835
44,030
811,981

2016
Volume Value(FOB)
(MT)
US$’000

2017
Volume Value(FOB)
(MT)
US$’000

68,868
47,133
37,909
62,600
53,262
60,407
44,267
39,858
51,834
26,577
62,799
46,805

73,468
52,896
44,874
80,883
76,470
84,254
63,639
58,516
76,862
40,992
90,405
72,897

30,376
61,712

48,467
104,394

602,319

816,156

92,088

152,861

Source: BPS-Statistics Indonesia

Table 2. Philippines's Monthly Exports of Coconut Oil (in MT), 2012-2016
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Total

2013

2016*)

2017*)

2014

2015

115,186
61,899
142,991
99,070
110,106
102,404
115,104
65,870
69,980
71,661
82,126
88,389

42,360
69,476
49,091
40,613
81,167
64,595
73,729
111,175
131,275
109,171
56,017
28,304

60,658
59,179
133,437
54,776
33,909
74,048
75,769
82,866
80,406
81,646
79,635
36,823

49,678
65,105
33,728
40,374
33,701
64,100
79,867
60,139
48,154
96,595
80,856
74,531

142,042

1,124,786

856,973

853,152

726,827

142,042

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority

COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 5, 1 May 2017

*) Preliminary figures
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Table 3. International Prices of Selected Oils, May 2014 - April 2017, (US$/MT)

Year

Month

Coconut

Soybean Oil

Palm Oil

Palm Kernel

Sunflower

Phil/Indo

Dutch

Malaysian

Oil

Oil EU

(CIF. Rott.) (FOB ex-mill)
2014

2015

2016

2017

(CIF Eur.)

(CIF. Rott.) (Fob. NW. EU)

May

1,370

695

918

1,258

1,127

June

1,363

769

858

1,233

1,112

July

1,304

730

796

1,223

1,122

August

1,177

719

797

985

992

September

1,181

725

715

891

983

October

1,144

657

719

943

1,045

November

1,192

645

726

970

1,067

December

1,195

670

690

967

905

January

1,155

715

694

1030

837

February

1,187

689

670

1060

802

March

1,091

690

667

1062

801

April

1,071

743

661

986

822

May

1,133

781

659

966

904

June

1,110

793

666

922

918

July

1,101

767

647

875

832

August

1,056

738

571

771

915

September

1,063

830

538

798

815

October

1,108

727

583

860

883

November

1,060

713

549

778

818

December

1,150

768

552

832

886

January

1,155

727

566

894

846

February

1,216

758

640

988

869

March

1,448

761

686

1,213

842

April

1,586

796

722

1,304

857

May

1,445

791

706

1,234

868

June

1,563

798

683

1,312

851

July

1,507

788

652

1,277

816

August

1,529

814

736

1,360

815

September

1,547

829

756

1,437

823

October

1,463

858

716

1,331

830

November

1,524

875

755

1,466

827

December

1,684

911

783

1,650

847

January

1,815

872

809

1,760

817

February

1,703

835

774

1,576

808

March

1,549

812

734

1,225

783

April

1,571

790

685

1,029

783

Source: Cocommunity and Oil World
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