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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SPEAKS …………………………………………...
2nd September World Coconut Day embraces truth on being ‘Healthy and
Wealthy with Coconut’

Since time memorial families throughout the Asia and the Pacific regions as well as
the coastal regions in the tropical continents of Africa, South and Central America
including the Caribbean islands have cherished the utilization of the Coconut as a
P and drink with its direct benefits towards overall wellness so that it earned its title
food
C the ‘Tree of Life’. The coconut tree provides to the needs of humanity, cultures,
as
traditions and ethnicities from its crown down to the roots. It contributes nourishment,
body wellness, shelter and needful household items. The coconut fruit is processed
wholesome utilizing the husk, shell, water and the kernel with each of these primary
products having varied ranges of by products.
Consumers enjoy the high value edible products of coconut with its health and nutrition attributes that
benefit well the human body. This is demonstrated by growth experienced with increasing export
volumes over the last five (5) years recording annually 150% in Coconut Water, 50% in Coconut Milk,
33% in Virgin Coconut Oil, 30% for Desiccated Coconut and 115% for Coconut Flour, just to name a
few. The United States of America (USA) and Europe are amongst the largest export destinations of
coconut products from processors in the Philippines, Brazil, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, Indonesia and
India. Smaller export volumes are seen from the Pacific Region countries such as Fiji, Samoa and
Papua New Guinea for markets in Australia and New Zealand. China, Japan and the Middle Eastern
countries are interesting markets opening up for various products of coconut including exotic arts and
craft as ornamentals for home beautification in Dubai and the Emirates.
The biggest challenge facing the industry is firstly the shortage of raw material currently experienced in
most processing countries who are also largest producers of coconut. Secondly, the anxiety on the
market caused by the recent Presidential Advisory released by American Heart Association (AHA) on
‘Saturated Fats & Cardiovascular Diseases’ which singles out coconut oil as unhealthy for human
consumption. This negativity has begun to impact markets for coconut products especially those related
to distributors in the USA. Philippine stakeholders led by the United Coconut Association of the
Philippines (UCAP) and the Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA) facilitated by the Philippines Ministry of
Trade are conducting a Road Show in selected points in the USA this month to create positive
awareness and promoting the positive truth about Coconut Oil as being one of the healthiest vegetable
oils in the world, alongside Olive Oil in the context of the healthy Mediterranean diet, so is Coconut Oil in
relation to the healthy Asia-Pacific diet.
Serious flaws have been identified in the key study papers referenced by AHA beginning with the 1950s
Ancel Keys studies. This has necessitated APCC and coconut industry stakeholder to commence
awareness publicly as well as submitting formally the rebuttal articles through FAO and WHO
headquarters with the goal of setting aside the negative claims by AHA and correcting records,
references and official statements in relation to Dietary Fact Sheets and related guidelines.
APCC is encouraged by the confidence in coconut products demonstrated by satisfied consumers
throughout the world who are not easily convinced by the negative propaganda against coconut oil
therefore the onus is on the coconut industry to ensure that the highest quality of downstream processed
products enter the global market. We wish all our stakeholders a wonderful Coconut Day!

URON N. SALUM
Executive Director, APCC
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P R E V AI L I N G M AR K E T P R I C E S O F S E L E C T E D C O C O N U T
P R O D U C T S AN D O I L S
Price of CNO increased in Philippines,
Indonesia, and Sri Lanka. The price of DC
decreased in Indonesia and Philippines but
increased in Sri Lanka.
COPRA: The price of copra in Indonesia
was US$948/MT in August 2017, which was
lower than last month’s price of US$959/MT.
When compared to last year’s data for the
same month the price was US$147 higher.
In the domestic market of the Philippines
(Manila), the price decreased by US$ 26/MT
compared to the price in July 2017, and
about US$73/MT higher compared to the
price of US$886/MT in August 2016.
COCONUT OIL: The average price of
coconut oil in Europe (C.I.F. Rotterdam) for
the month of August 2017 increased by
US$13/MT
to
US$1,604/MT
from
US$1,591/MT in July 2017. This price was
higher by 4.9% when compared to the price
of
August
2016
accounting
for
US$1,529/MT.
The average local price of coconut oil in the
Philippines
in
August
2017
was
US$1,602/MT. This was US$47 higher than
the price in July 2017, and it was US$139
higher if compared to the last year price for
the same month which was US$1,463/MT.
The average domestic price of coconut oil in
Indonesia in August 2017 increased by
US$30 compared to the previous month
from US$1,573/MT to US$1,603/MT. August
2017 price was 8.1% higher than the price
of the same month of 2016 which was
US$1,483/MT.
COPRA MEAL: The average domestic price
of the commodity in the Philippines at selling
points was quoted at US$171/MT. The price
was US$14 lower than price of the previous

month, and was US$77/MT lower than the
last year price for the same month.
The average domestic price of copra meal in
Sri Lanka increased by US$27 compared to
the last month price of US$326/MT, and was
higher than last year price of US$247/MT for
the same month.
DESICCATED COCONUT: The average
price of desiccated coconut (DC) FOB USA
in August 2017 was US$2,544/MT. This
price was US$92 lower than the previous
month’s price and US$86 higher than the
price of the same month last year. In Sri
Lanka, the domestic price of desiccated
coconut in August 2017 was US$3,183/MT
or US$243 higher than the price in July
2017. Meanwhile, the price of DC in the
domestic market in the Philippines was
US$1,790/MT, which was US$149 lower
than the previous month’s price at US$1,939
/MT and US$322 higher than the price in the
same month last year. Indonesian price in
August 2017 was US$2,438/MT, decreased
by US$9 compared to the last month’s, and
increased by US$358 from last year’s price.
COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL: In Sri
Lanka, the average price of the commodity
in August 2017 was US$418/MT. The price
was US$67/MT lower than previous month’s
price. The average price of charcoal in
Indonesia for August 2017 was US$465/MT,
which was US$92 higher than last year’s
price for the same month.
COIR FIBRE: Coir fiber traded in the
domestic market in Sri Lanka was priced at
US$173/MT for mix fiber and US$596 - 782
for bristle. The Indonesian price for mixed
raw fiber was US$238/MT in August 2017
which was higher compared to last month’s
price.
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Price of Coconut Products and Selected Oils (US$/MT)
Products/Country

2017
Aug.

2017
July

2016
Aug.

2017
(Annual Ave.)

197

206

186

228

1,062
959
948
1,497

1,059
985
959
1,426

1,025
886
801
1,306

1,098
1,006
949
1,400

1,604
1,602
1,603
2,480

1,591
1,555
1,573
2,323

1,529
1,463
1,483
1,893

1,653
1,630
1,631
2,451

2,544
1,790
3,183
2,438

2,636
1,939
2,940
2,447

2,458
1,468
2,037
2,080

2,558
1,807
2,855
2,394

171
353
225

185
326
230

248
247
245

188
299
227

456
418
465
425

430
485
470
413

339
382
373
275

403
398
456
378

173
596
782
238

130
583
777
236

182
552
759
246

132
549
745
253

1,165
674
855

1,007
663
835

1,360
676
825

1,236
718
832

Fresh Coconut
Philippines (Dom. Husked)
Copra
Philippines/Indonesia (CIF N.W. Europe)
Philippines (Dom. Manila)
Indonesia (Dom. Java)
Sri Lanka (Dom. Colombo)
Coconut Oil
Philippines/Indonesia (CIF Rott.)
Philippines (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Desiccated Coconut
Philippines FOB (US), Seller
Philippines (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Copra Meal Exp. Pel.
Philippines (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Coconut Shell Charcoal
Philippines (Domestic), Visayas, Buyer
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic Java), Buyer
India (Domestic)
Coir Fibre
Sri Lanka (Mattress/Short Fibre)
Sri Lanka (Bristle 1 tie)
Sri Lanka (Bristle 2 tie)
Indonesia (Mixed Raw Fibre)
Other Oil
Palm Kernel Oil Mal/Indo (CIF Rott.)
Palm Oil, Mal/Indo (CIF Rott.)
Soybean Oil (Europe FOB Ex Mill)
Exchange Rate: August 31, 2017
1US$= P 51.20 or

Indo.=Rp13.347
Euro=US$1.19

or

India=Rs64.02
r: revised
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MARKET ANALYSIS OF COCONUT OIL

Global supply of coconut oil showed an
improving trend after suffering from a
shortage in copra production. Philippines as
a major exporting country of coconut oil
boosted its exports of the product.
Meanwhile, Indonesia is still struggling to
accumulate its copra production. In the
period of January-May 2017, the total export
of coconut oil from the two countries went
up for more than 29% compared to the
same period in 2016. The increase was a
positive signal to the global market since
coconut oil experienced a decrease in the
last three consecutive years. In 2016, the
world export of coconut oil dropped by 17%
following an easing trend in 2015 when the
global exports of the commodity declined by
1%. In 2014, the world exports of coconut
oil experienced a year-on-year decrease by
4.9%.
Philippines’ export of coconut oil from
January to May 2017 was 413,529 MT
which was 86% higher than the last year’s
export volume for the same period. This
shows a reverse trend of CNO export from
the Philippines after experiencing a dull
market in last three years. In the last three
years, export volume of CNO from
Philippines fell on annual average of 13%
and the 2016’s export volume was recorded
as the lowest since 1999. Europe, and USA
were still the main destinations of coconut
oil from the Philippines following by Japan.
Europe absorbed more than 60% of the
Philippines’ total export of the commodity in
the said period, of which about 30.2% went
to USA. 4.3% of the commodity was
shipped to Japan and 2.7% was sent to
China. The reverse trend in export is

following a recovery in coconut production
leading to a higher copra production. A
favorable weather since the end of 2016
attributed to the increase in coconut
production.
From January to June 2017, Indonesia
exported 264,699 MT of CNO to the global
market. The export was lower by 20%
compared to the last year’s volume for the
same period.
The decrease indicated
Indonesian CNO manufacturers still face
problems in sourcing raw materials. Though
coconut production has shown a recovery
trend due to good weather, competition for
raw materials with other coconut products
remains as increasing demand for other
products has put a pressure on copra
production. If the exports do not improve in
the coming months, Indonesia will
experience a decline in three consecutive
years since 2015. In 2015, exports of
coconut oil from Indonesia contracted by
1.6% and in 2016 the export plunged by
20.7%. Indonesia’s coconut oil was mainly
shipped
to
United
States,
China,
Netherlands, Malaysia, and South Korea
which have been considered as traditional
markets for coconut oil from Indonesia. The
US has been the largest importing country
for coconut oil from Indonesia for years. In
the period, 27% export of coconut oil from
Indonesia was sent to the US. Meanwhile,
the export percentage of coconut oil to
China, Netherlands, Malaysia and South
Korea was 19%, 17%, 14% and 9%
respectively.
As global production is improving,
global demand is expected to increase in
2017. The world imports of coconut oil in
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2017 is expected to slightly rise by 2%. It is
worth noting that the shortage in the global
production in 2016 has restrained an
increasing trend in the global demand. The
import demand of coconut oil in the world
market was squeezing from 1.97 million MT
in 2015 to 1.61 million MT for the
corresponding period in 2016. In the same
period, the other lauric oil, palm kernel oil,
also went down by 5% to the level of 3.29
million MT as opposed to 3.05 million MT.
As a result, total imports of lauric oils
decreased by 11.4% to a level of 4.66
million MT as against 5.26 million MT of
2015.
After experiencing a bullish market in
2016, coconut oil market showed an easing
trend in the beginning of 2017. In January

2017, the price of coconut oil was
US$1,815/MT and was reduced to
US$1,580/MT in April 2017 and stayed at
the level of US$1,600/MT till August 2017.
At the same time, the price of palm kernel
oil dropped from US$1,760/MT in January
2017 to US$1,029/MT in April 2017 and
further declined to US$1,007/MT in July
2017. This brought about the price premium
over palm kernel oil to rocket from US$55 in
January 2017 to as much as US$584 in July
2017. In August 2017 the premium was
lessened to US$439 when the price of palm
kernel oil rose to US$1,165/MT. Price
pressure on coconut oil is pointing to a
recovery in copra production leading to an
easing of supply shortage of the product
and also the high price premium over palm
kernel oil.

Monthly Price of Lauric Oils, 2011-2017
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baked treats, it is now health conscious
consumers that are driving exponential
growth in the market for high-value products
like coconut water and virgin coconut oil.

COMMUNITY NEWS
PM OPENS NEW VIRGIN COCONUT OIL
FACTORY IN TAILEVU IN FIJI
The new Virgin Coconut Oil Factory
worth $50,000 is an investment that is
helping to realise government vision to open
up Fiji’s farming communities to bigger
markets. This was highlighted by the Prime
Minister
Voreqe
Bainimarama
while
officiating at the opening of the new Virgin
Coconut Oil Factory in Anitioki, Daku village
in Tailevu. Bainimarama said that these
projects are giving farmers the chance to
ramp up their production and get far more
out of what they produce. He said the reality
is that our products and goods are highly
demanded at home and around the world
and government owe it to every farmer in
Fiji to help them take full advantage of the
opportunity to put their goods in markets in
Fiji, throughout the Pacific and in countries
many miles from our own shores.
The Prime Minister also said that a
coconut on its own can be sold raw or made
into copra, but that only scratches the
surface of what that coconut can become.
We can add value to coconuts harvested in
Fiji in a whole range of different ways which
includes pressing them into coconut oil.
Bainimarama encouraged the villagers to be
ambitious and to seize on this new
opportunity to become bigger players in our
national economy. (http://fijivillage.com/news)
COCONUT FACES A LOOMING GLOBAL
SUPPLY SHORTAGE, BUT COULD AN
AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY CRACK IT?
Demand for coconuts is booming and
as ageing trees threaten to curtail world
supply, researchers suggest northern
Australia could develop a local coconut
industry.
Australians, like many in the western
world, are developing a taste for coconut.
While we have long enjoyed a dusting
of dried coconut on lamingtons and other

Strong niche markets are also
emerging for coconut-based snacks, milk,
yoghurt and ice cream, as well as coconut
flour and coconut sugar, while demand for
the traditional desiccated coconut remains
solid.
Bao Vuong, a senior industry analyst
with market research company IBISWorld,
said the growth in products was explained
by consumers buying into the perceived
health benefits of coconut.
He pointed out that the number of
brands offering coconut water products was
ever expanding, with major supermarket
Coles even launching its own private label
coconut water.
"There is rising consumer demand for
alternative products and I guess Coles is
trying to tap into that market."
Nearly all the fresh coconuts and
coconut products sold in Australia come
from overseas, or are produced locally from
imported raw materials.
Australian Bureau of Statistics trade
data shows we are importing more coconut
than ever before.
In the last financial year, Australia
bought in more than $35 million worth of
coconut oil, a figure that has almost tripled
in the past decade.
Imports of fresh and dried coconut
have also increased rapidly.
It is possible to source fresh locally
grown coconuts in northern Australia, but
coconut production is not on a commercial
scale and restricted to harvesting fruit from
ornamental palms in parks, along beaches
and in gardens.
Most of the world's coconuts are
grown in countries such as Indonesia, the
Philippines, India, Brazil, Sri Lanka,
Vietnam, Mexico, Thailand and Malaysia.
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Coconut production is also a key
source of revenue for Pacific nations Fiji,
Samoa, Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu and
Kiribati.
The Philippines is the world's largest
producer of coconut oil and is also ramping
up production of coconut water.
According to the Asian and Pacific
Coconut Community, an inter-governmental
agency that works to promote the coconut
industry, exports of coconut water from the
Philippines jumped from just 647,000 litres
in 2008 to 1.8 million litres in 2010.
It then soared to 61 million litres in
2015.
While business is booming for the
Philippines' coconut industry, the country,
like many other coconut producing nations,
faces a looming shortage as trees age and
production declines.
Uron Salum, a coconut farmer from
Papua New Guinea who serves as
Executive Director of the Asian and Pacific
Coconut Community, said it was widely
acknowledged that after 60 years most
coconut trees passed their production peak
and entered decline, producing fewer nuts.
Some estimates suggest the world
needs to plant a billion new trees to keep
coconut production on track.
Mr. Salum said the industry now faced
a predicament of increasing demand at a
time when farmers had not been replanting
for 20 to 30 years.
"It's only in the last seven years that
the industry has taken a revolutionary
turnaround in terms of viability, and the
higher value products came onto the market
and began to be received well," he said.
"Prices became good and the issue of
viability became more assured for farmers.
"Seven to 10 years ago it was very
difficult to tell a farmer to replant his stock
because he probably didn't see any future in
it [the coconut industry]. There is now."

In the Philippines, there is now a
concerted effort to encourage farmers to
replant coconut palms, while Sri Lanka has
launched a campaign to replant 6 million
palms every year to ensure future supply.
Pacific governments are also giving
priority to helping farmers plant more palms.
But despite these efforts, the squeeze is
already being felt.
Mr. Salum said many large factories,
which were established to process
hundreds of thousands of coconuts each
day, were now operating at roughly half
their capacity.
"They can't get enough coconuts now,"
he said.
As many countries race to plant more
trees, it is likely there will be a shortage of
popular hybrid varieties of new plants.
That is where Australian research
could play a crucial role.
Scientists at the University of
Queensland have been developing tissue
culture cloning technology to produce baby
coconut palm plants, known as plantlets,
quickly and more cheaply.
Dr. Julianne Biddle, a researcher with
the University's School of Agriculture, said
in working on projects to assist
neighbouring Pacific nations with their
coconut production, researchers began
pondering whether Australia could also
grow coconuts commercially.
There has been talk in the past of
developing a commercial coconut industry
in Australia, but it has never taken off.
Dr. Biddle believes a number of factors
mean the timing could now be right for a
local industry.
As well as the advancement in cloning
technology, which has the potential to
produce plants that bear nuts more quickly,
soaring consumer demand has built a
strong market and good prices for valueadded coconut products.
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Add to that the development of new
machinery, like coconut climbing robots,
means labour costs of harvesting and
processing coconuts could be reduced.
"The way that technology is advancing
you could put coconuts in the ground now
and within three years when you've got fruit.
Imagine the changes that will have
happened," Dr. Biddle said.
"In the last six months we've had four
producers contact us who are interested in
planting areas to coconut in northern
Australia and I expect that the interest will
continue to increase."
One potential grower was considering
planting 150 hectares of coconuts in the
Northern Territory.
"If you are planting 125 coconuts per
hectare and you can get about 200
coconuts per plant, you're getting about
25,000 coconuts per hectare, per year," she
said.
"And if you are just selling those as,
say, a whole drinking fruit for $2 each, you'd
end up with about $50,000 per hectare."
Dr. Biddle sees potential parallels
between Australia's olive oil industry and a
new virgin coconut oil industry.
"People planting olives were criticised
initially and they've done so well," she said.
"It's been a lot of good product
branding, encouraging people to visit the
region and really own the brand. I think that
could be something we could work towards
in the coconut industry, for sure."
Dr. Biddle predicts a local coconut
industry would also bring benefits for
Australian consumers.
"A lot of people would argue that the
fresh products that are coming into the
country are not being well looked after and
that people are getting products on the
shelves in supermarkets in the fruit section
that are rancid before they even arrive," Dr
Biddle said.

"[If we had a local industry] you would
have much better access to fresh drinking
coconuts.
Mr. Salum of the Asian and Pacific
Coconut Community also sees potential in a
coconut industry in Australia's north, and
said demand for the product is only likely to
increase.
"As long as the population is
increasing in the world, I believe the
demand for coconuts will also grow."
(http://www.msn.com)
CENTRE URGED TO RAISE MINIMUM
SUPPORT
PRICE
OF
COPRA,
COCONUT
The Kerala State Government has
urged the Commission for Agricultural
Costs and Prices, Government of India, to
hike the minimum support price (MSP) of
copra from Rs 6,770 per quintal to Rs
9,725. The Agriculture Department placed
the proposal before the commission
headed by chairman V P Sharma. The
commission is expected to submit its
recommendations within a month. Also,
the department has urged the commission
to announce an MSP for raw coconut. At
present, there is no MSP for the
procurement of raw coconut.
According to a proposal given to the
commission, the department has sought Rs
2,950 per quintal as MSP, Agriculture
Minister V S Sunil Kumar said. He also
announced a 10-year project for the overall
development of the state’s ailing coconut
sector, which is plagued by increasing
farming costs, low productivity and income.
“Productivity is less compared to other
states. In one hectare, Kerala produces
only 7,462 coconuts. Going by the 2015-16
estimates, production costs stand at Rs
10.10 per coconut,” Sunil Kumar said. “The
10-year project will be taken up in two
phases of five years each,” he added.
Sharma said coconut farming is
adversely affected owing to low production
and unscientific farming methods. “What is
needed is a mix of technology, institutional
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strengthening,
infrastructure
and
remunerative prices,” he said. In a month’s
time, the Agriculture Department plans to
form a state-level committee to coordinate
the coconut-related activities of Central
and state agencies, including the
department, Kerala Agricultural University,
Central
Plantation
Crops
Research
Institute, Coconut Development Board and
Kerafed. (http://www.newindianexpress.com)
NEERA LIKELY TO GO GLOBAL
Addressing a roadshow in Chennai on
World Food India 2017, to be held on
November 3-5 in New Delhi, Union Minister
for Food Processing Harsimrat Kaur Badal
said products such as neera would go a
long way in promoting Indian processed
food at the global arena and provide a
platform for international collaborations.
Gagandeep Singh Bedi, Principal
Secretary (Agriculture), Tamil Nadu, said
the state government is working to bottle
and sell neera. Neera has low glycemix
index and possesses essential minerals,
making it a health drink. “It could be a
healthy alternative to softdrink,” Bedi said.
“We are in discussions with the Coconut
Development Board and food processing
companies to move the project forward”.
(UCAP Bulletin)
COCONUT
PROJECTS

BOARD

NOD

FOR

30

The Coconut Development Board at
the 50th meeting of its Project Approval
Committee on Technology Mission, chaired
by B.N.S. Murthy, Chairman, approved 30
projects with a total outlay of Rs. 31.34
crore. The meeting also approved a
financial assistance of Rs. 6.39 crore to
farmers with an annual processing capacity
of 803 lakh coconuts. Of the 30 projects,
there are eight research and 22 processing
and value-addition projects, said a press
release here.
The projects sanctioned by the board
for Kerala include a coconut oil unit for
processing 15,000 coconut per day; an
integrated coconut processing unit with a

capacity to process 12,000 nuts per day for
desiccated coconut powder and virgin
coconut oil; three copra dryer units with a
capacity to process 30,000 coconuts per
day, and a frozen shredded coconut unit to
process 15,000 coconuts per day.
(http://www.thehindu.com)
COCONUT
FARMERS
HOPEFUL
DESPITE DWINDLING PLANTATIONS
All is not lost. There is still hope for
coconut farmers in the state where
plantations of the official tree are fast
dwindling. While many cry hoarse its
cultivation is non-remunerative, veteran
coconut farmer Ciby Kallingal of Thrissur
has another story to tell.His new model of
farming has yielded results and it is worth
emulating. The healthy palms dotting his
25-acre plantation in Pananchery are a
sight to behold. “Coconut cultivation is still
profitable and a reliable farming venture
for a family,” Ciby told Express.
The veteran farmer blamed some of
the practices followed over the years for
making coconut farming non-profitable.
“For instance, we used to prepare troughs
around the trees in summer to hold
around 1,000-1,500 litres of water. But the
tree hardly needs less than 300 litres. If we
give more water, the fertiliser in the
subsurface of the soil is lost,” he said. “I
have been using drip irrigation in my farm
where arecanut and nutmeg are the
intercrops.”
“Further, we should analyse the
nature of the market before selling the
produce. If there is a chance for the
improvement of prices or there already is a
crash, we should hold the yield till the
market catches up,” said Ciby, who
received the Central Government’s Plant
Genome Saviour Award.
He also received the Best Mixed
Farmer award for Thrissur district instituted
by Nabard and twice he received the Best
Farmer of the District award by the state
government. Ciby was also bestowed with
the Karshakothama award for the best
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farmer by the state and was felicitated by
the Governor on Independence Day.
(http://www.newindianexpress.com)
SUPPLY OF TENDER COCONUT WATER
MADE COMPULSORY IN MULTIPLEXES
IN MYSURU, INDIA
The district administration has made it
compulsory for multiplex owners in the city
to offer tender coconut to its movie going
customers. With an objective to help
coconut growers and farmers who have
been facing acute drought, Deputy
Commissioner of Mysuru D Randeep
has asked the multiplexes in Mysuru to
make available tender coconut water.
Following
instructions
from
the
Commissioner of Horticulture Department,
the DC has written a letter and urged the
Mysuru Chalanachitra Mandiragala Okkuta
to allow sale of tender coconut water at all
multiplexes and film theatres in the city. A
demand to ban sale of aerated beverages
and cool drinks in multiplexes was made by
MLC M K Pranesh recently in the legislative
council. Following this the Horticulture
Department with an intent to help the
farmers, issued a note to all Deputy
Commissioners in the state to instruct the
multiplex and theatre owners to make
available
tender
coconut
water.
(http://www.uniindia.com)
INDONESIA
LOOKS
TO
EXPORT
COCONUT
AND
PINEAPPLE
TO
UZBEKISTAN
Indonesia and Uzbekistan will enhance
bilateral cooperation in agriculture, as the
two countries have a huge potential in the
sector. Indonesia’s Agriculture Minister
Amran Sulaiman, after a meeting with
Uzbekistan Deputy Prime Minister Zoir T
Mirzaev said that Uzbekistan was a
potential export market for the country's
commodities, including coconut, pineapple
and other products. Both countries have
agreed that the cooperation would focus on
various issues, including the exchange of
students and researchers. Uzbekistan has
also asked for the transfer of cultivation
technology for pepper, spices and soybean,

and an exchange of soybean genetic
sources, Amran revealed. Indonesia will
adopt irrigation technology from Uzbekistan
and has asked the country to help it
promote
its
palm
oil.
(http://www.freshplaza.com)
ADDING VALUE TO COCONUT
The coconut is a tree that is a part of
our daily ‘xit-koddi’. For occasions like the
Nag Panchami, the feast of Assumption on
Independence Day and Ganesh Chaturthi it
the source of the grated kernel and also the
jaggery in the puddeh, folleh and patoleos.
This year we even had the ‘Mollamchem
Fest’ to show the youth how to braid the
coconut fronds for multiple uses. We
celebrate the coconut tree. Coconut is
Goa’s State tree. The Bill has been passed
in the Goa Legislative Assembly and awaits
the assent of the Governor to make all the
changes in ‘Status’ of the coconut tree legal
in the state of Goa.
Laws by themselves mean very little.
What is needed is their implementation and
assimilation into the lifestyle of the people
for whom the laws are made. Everyone
drives on the left hand side of the road in
Goa. Those who do not follow this are likely
to land on a hospital bed with broken bones
and sometimes even a cracked skull. When
one goes to USA, one has to remember that
right is right and left is wrong. The
Americans have adopted that as their way
of life. The coconut is already a part of our
cuisine. In fact, our cuisine from xit-koddi to
Bebinca and Dodol is incomplete without
coconut milk. We need to take the use of
coconut to a higher scale of value addition.
Aseptically packaged, fresh tender
coconut water with soft kernel can be a
great drink to market in a ready to serve cup
with lid. This product is already available in
the Philippines and all we need to do is a
‘cut-and-paste’ technology transfer. Aerated
drinks, especially cola drinks, are going out
of fashion because of the artificial
sweeteners that have been found harmful to
human health. We need a quick substitute.
It will also help to increase the price of
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coconuts to a level that it is economical to
maintain coconut plantations suffering due
to the crashing prices. The whole tender
coconut ‘ball in a bowl’ is also a concept
that has arrived in Kerala but not yet in Goa.
The spongy germinating ‘morundd’ is
another option. We need to see which
innovative approaches can become a trend
in the tourist destination we call Goa.
The ‘Kalpneer’ is a product that is
already being made in a small way at a farm
in Sanguem taluka. It needs better bottling,
cold chain transport and sale outlets as well
as some marketing closer to workplaces. It
is not likely to fascinate the school children,
so the target buyer must be the young,
health-conscious professionals.
Coconut cream, coconut milk and teawhitener are a vegan’s alternative to milk
and milk products. One may have to call it
‘frozen dessert’ but the vegan’s ice-cream
alternative from coconut oil is a healthy
treat. Doctors and nutritionists now
recommend drinking a spoonful of virgin
coconut oil or VCO for good health. The
Farmers’ Science Centre or KVK-North at
Ela Farm has a pilot project that makes and
markets VCO and other products. Coconut
is our Kalpvriksha, the tree of heaven!
(http://www.navhindtimes.in)
COCONUT INDUSTRY BENEFITS FROM
CARDI PROJECT
Since the implementation of the
Caribbean Coconut Industry Development
Project two-and-a-half years ago, the
Caribbean Agricultural Research and
Development Institute (CARDI) has made
several strides in improving the local
coconut industry through training as well as
the establishment of new nurseries among
other targeted initiatives. The four-year
project was undertaken through a
partnership between CARDI and the
International Trade Centre (ITC), with
funding provided by the European Union. It
was aimed at improving income and
employment opportunities, food security,
and overall competitiveness of the
Caribbean coconut sector. Participating

countries in the project include Jamaica,
Belize, St Vincent and the Grenadines, St
Lucia, and Suriname, among others in the
region. According to CARDI country
representative for Jamaica Dr. Gregory
Robin, Jamaica has the most organised
coconut industry board in the region and so
a partnership was developed with the local
Coconut Industry Board, which had
established a national stakeholder platform
that addresses all the issues along the
value chain, from production to the
manufacturing of coconut water, oils and
soaps. (http://caricom.org)
PCA LEADS THE 31ST ANNUAL
COCONUT WEEK CELEBRATION
The Philippine Coconut Authority
(PCA) will lead the country’s 31st Coconut
Week Celebration this year and the 4th
International Coconut Festival on August
18-20 at the Megatrade Hall 1, SM
Megamall, Mandaluyong City. With the
theme “Go healthy, go wealthy with
COCONUTS,” the event features the
following activities:
August 18 - opening of trade fair and
exhibits, tribute & recognition to coconut
farmers and exporters, technologies,
products, services & programs promotions
and
launching,
coconut
industry
stakeholders’ conference, coconut-inspired
fashion show and cocomania; August 19 coconut investment forum cum B2B
meetings (investing in quality coconut oil,
processing coconut shell into charcoal,
investing
on
coconut-based
social
enterprises, coconut water processing,
cocopeat-based urban gardening/ nursery
management,
bio-technology
for
productivity improvement), KAANIB partners
congress, and cocomania;
August 20 - Trade related Seminars
(halal certification, fair trade certification,
organic certification, requirements in
exporting organic VCO to China and GAP
certification), cocomania, cooking demo with
chef Boy Logro, coconut inspired fashion
show, and closing of trade fair & exhibit.
(UCAP Bulletin)
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PHILIPPINE COCONUT AUTHORITY TO
GET P1.4 BILLION BUDGET FOR NEXT
YEAR
The Philippine Coconut Authority
(PCA) will get P1.4 billion allocation for
2018, the same budget level in the current
year. Bulk of the amount will be used for
replanting of coconut trees nationwide.
While PCA failed to get a higher budget as
proposed at P3.5 billion, PCA Administrator
Romulo dela Rosa said the agency would
effectively utilize its approved allocation.
“Our priority next year will be replanting, the
bulk of the budget will go to that. We will
focus on fertilization and research and
development,” Dela Rosa said.
The PCA targets to increase the
number of coconut trees by at least 10
million trees this year, 15 million trees in
2018, and 20 million trees every year
starting 2019. The agency is also focusing
on other livelihood component such as
coconut enterprise and high value coconut
products, allowing farmers to deviate from
the mere coconut and copra alone to
supplement income.
Latest data showed that 3.5 million
hectares are planted with coconut or 26
percent of the country’s total agricultural
land. Sixty-eight out of the 81 provinces are
coconut areas. The Philippines is the top
exporter of coconut oil and other coconutbased products globally despite being only
the third largest coconut producer after India
and Indonesia. Coconut remains a leading
agricultural export of the country, earning no
less than $1.5 billion annually since 2010.
Highest revenue was recorded in 2011 at
$1.95 billion. (UCAP Bulletin)
PCA
CONDUCTS
PRUNING
COCONUTS IN ZAMBOANGA

OF

The Philippine Coconut Authority
(PCA) is conducting a massive pruning of
coconut trees infested with the dreadful
coconut scale insects also known as
cocolisap in Zamboanga City. Provincial
Coconut Development Manager Efren
Carba, Head of the PCA in the city, together

with City Agriculturist Dr. Diosdado Palacat
met with Acting Mayor Cesar Iturralde in
City Hall to discuss about the pruning
activity that started on August 14. Carba
said the pruning activity will cover about
735,000 coconut trees infested with
cocolisap in 70 villages as of 3rd week of
July. In pruning, the coconut leaves infested
with cocolisap will be cut to reduce the pest
density at the top of the tree. The PCA
intends to finish the pruning activity in 60
days, but if it can entice more pruners in the
villages then pruning will be completed
earlier than 60 days. Carba said pruners are
paid P10 per tree.
ROADMAP TO STRENGTHEN COCONUT
INDUSTRY
The Philippine Coconut Authority
(PCA) presented their roadmap for 20182022 focusing on strengthening the coconut
industry through addressing the challenges
like low production in order to meet the
global demand of coconut products. In her
report during the 3rd general assembly of
the Davao Region Coconut Industry Cluster,
Inc. at Grand Men Seng Hotel, PCA-Davao
Project Development Officer Juvy Alayon
said that the PCA aims to increase the
average annual production from 2.523
million metric tons copra by 2025 as well as
the hectarage of bearing coconut trees from
3.4 to 4.4 million hectares for the next seven
years. Accordingly, Philippines is one of the
top coconut producers worldwide, however,
Alayon said that some farmers were
discouraged to venture or continue in
coconut farming because of the low income
they get unlike other agricultural crops
which led to the decline of its productivity.
Low productivity is also the result of
circumstances like natural calamities
particularly El Niño and typhoon which
affects the agricultural products, conversion
of farms to residential area, and shifting of
farmers to other crops. Thus, the PCA is
committed to "increase the farm income to a
level at least at par with existing poverty
threshold, reckoned at an average of 2.1
hectares per farmer and increase annual

COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 9, 1 September 2017

14 | Page
foreign exchange earnings from $877
million to a minimum of $1 billion by 2025."
They have initiated interventions such
as the rehabilitation through the fertilization
and plant selected seednuts with option of
obtaining high yields varieties and hybrids.
In fact, in their Smallholder oil palm
development project (SOPDP), in 2015 they
have planted a total of 12,288 seedlings
while 12,000 for 2016. Under their new
roadmap, Alayon said PCA will increase
productivity
&
production,
promote
intercropping, value adding entrepreneurial
activities, farm & product diversification and
organize coco farmers preferably into
cooperatives. After that, if cooperatives
were established, it would easily give the
farmers access to direct credit to enhance
their farming. Senility of coconut trees,
illegal cutting of coconut trees, imminent
decline in number of coconut farmers and
inadequate
social
benefits,
overcapacity/under-utilization of oil mills, low
copra price and prevalence of poor quality
copra were also some of the matters they
are battling right now. With this roadmap,
they will involve the farmers in the trading &
processing sectors of the industry and
product diversification, invest in Research &
Development on medicinal & nutritional
benefits from
coconut
products in
coordination with the private sectors. She
added that marketing efforts will also be
enhanced particularly for non-traditional
high
value
products
and
prioritize
establishment of mini oil mills in islands and
remote rural areas to be operated by coco
farmers’ cooperatives.
(http://www.sunstar.com.ph)
PHILIPPINES CONTINUES
VS BAD COCO OIL RAP

CAMPAIGN

The Philippines continues to counter
the recent backlash on the coconut oil
industry, deeming it unhealthy and unfit for
the heart, as it launches a campaign that
will clean up the sector’s name in major
markets. The Philippine Coconut Authority
(PCA) said the government and the United
Coconut Association of the Philippines

(UCAP) have agreed to do a counter
campaign through a series of roadshows in
the US. “One of the ways we will go about it
is to do a roadshow in the US together with
players in the industry to talk about the
benefits of coconut oil,” PCA Administrator
Romulo dela Rosa said. This is still in
response to the controversial report of the
American Heart Association (AHA) which
placed anew the coconut oil industry in a
bad light. “We will also do both scientific and
political moves and we have asked the
scientific community to come up with their
own statements backed by their own
studies,” Dela Rosa said.
He added the intergovernmental
organization
Asia
Pacific
Coconut
Community, which includes the Philippines,
has reached out to several global
institutions including the World Health
Organization and the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organization to seek help in
addressing the issue. The PCA will begin
the series of roadshows in the US next
month. The PCA chief maintained the AHA
report is just a rehash of old adversarial
claims drawn without firm scientific basis
that consumption of coconut oil is not good
for the heart. According to local studies,
coconut oil does not cause heart disease.
“Coconut products especially coconut oil
have enjoyed a resurgence in demand and
popularity boosted by the needs of the
natural food industry and retail markets
around the globe,” Dela Rosa said.
Furthermore, Dela Rosa said the local
industry has not reported any negative
effect in terms of sales and prices since the
issue surfaced. “We have not experienced
any reduction on demand from our markets.
We asked exporters, they said there was no
reduction of orders and we expect that there
will be no effect in the months to come,” he
added. This year, prospects for the local
industry is much better compared last year
when the country reeled from the effects of
the El Niño phenomenon. The PCA targets
to reach at least $2 billion in export
revenues from coconut oil this year, double
the $1.01 billion earnings generated last
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year. The US remains the biggest market
destination of coconut oil exports for the
past five years with an average volume of
352,000 metric tons per annum or about 43
percent of the aggregate. Netherlands came
second, followed by Japan. Other top
markets include China, Italy and Spain.
Coconut oil in the Philippines takes up 80
percent of the total coconut-based exports.
(http://www.philstar.com)
PCA SEES RESURGENCE IN COCO
INDUSTRY;
WILL
FIGHT
SMEAR
CAMPAIGN AGAINST COCO OIL IN THE
WORLD MARKET
The coconut industry is showing signs
of resurgence, Philippine Coconut Authority
(PCA) Administrator Romulo J. de la Rosa
said. In a press conference during the
opening of the 2017 Coconut Week at the
SM Mega Trade Hall, de la Rosa said that
trade in coconut products, once considered
a "sunset industry" is now picking up, both
in the domestic and international markets.
"It's no longer just copra...markets for coco
water, activated carbon from coco shell, and
geo-textiles from coco coir are also
expanding," he said. The Philippines, the
world's leading exporter of coconut
products, saw a 93.86 percent growth in the
volume of coco oil exports since 2016. Data
from the PCA for January to May 2017 also
show growth in exports of non-traditional
products such as hydrogenated coconut oil,
coconut chips, bukayo, and coconut sugar.
De la Rosa added that the country has
also captured new markets in China and
Russia through President Rodrigo Roa
Duterte's
diplomatic
initiatives.
"The
industry’s resurgence may be one of the
reasons why its competitors in the
vegetable oil market have unleashed a
campaign against coconut oil in the US," he
said, referring to the recent claim by the
American Heart Association (AHA) that the
oil is unhealthy. PCA and regional
intergovernmental body, the Asia Pacific
Coconut
Community
(APCC),
have
launched campaigns to address AHA's
claim, clarifying that the latter's position is

"unfounded, specious and unfair." APCC
Executive Director Uron N. Salum said that
the AHA assertions against coco oil are
“based on old studies” dating back to the
1950s. “It has a lot of errors based on bad
science,” he said.
Locally, the industry also faces
challenges, with farmers still waiting for the
passage of the coco levy bill. Joining the
farmers in their call for Congress's
immediate action, de la Rosa said they are
hopeful that the bill, creating a trust fund to
manage the coco levy fund, will be passed
within the year. “The PCA has been
consulting all stakeholders on the various
provisions of the law, especially as those
that pertain to farmers’ welfare and
benefits…the fund should be used to
develop the industry to benefit all those who
contributed to the levy, especially the coco
farmers,” the PCA Administrator said.
(http://pca.da.gov.ph)
QUEZON
COCONUT
FARMERS
WELCOME SENATE BILL 2675
Senator Cynthia A. Villar, Chairperson
of the Senate committee on agriculture told
Quezon farmers that she sponsored Senate
Bill 2675 also known as the Coconut
Farmers and Industry Development Act of
2015, creating a trust fund composed of all
coconut levy assets, including those
declared by the Supreme Court as special
funds. Villar was the guest of honor of Araw
ng Pamilyang Magsasaka (farmers’ family
day)
assisted
by
former
Quezon
Representative Aleta C. Suarez and
Quezon Governor David C. Suarez who
visited booths of Agri-Tourism Exposition
celebrating Niyogyugan Festival 2017 at the
Perez Park.
Villar added that under her bill, all
cash assets will become the initial capital to
the trust fund. “The proceeds will be
remitted to the trust fund, which will be
maintained perpetually and can only be
invested
in
Philippine
Government
Securities. The Bureau of Treasury will be
designated as the depository of the trust
fund,” Villar said. She assured the 10,000
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Quezon farmers that the interest of the
farmers is a priority of her Senate
committee. (UCAP Bulletin)
KOKONUT PACIFIC SOLOMON ISLANDS
ACHIEVES
FOOD
SAFETY
CERTIFICATION
Kokonut Pacific Solomon Islands
(KPSI), a local producer of virgin coconut
oils and soap products, has recently
achieved food safety certification to the
internationally recognized HACCP (Hazard
Analysis and Critical Control Point)
certification standard. It is only the second
time that a company in Solomon Islands has
achieved such certification and will allow
KPSI to meet international standards for
food safety and expand their export
markets. KPSI Managing Director Bob
Pollard said, “Achieving this certification has
been a real challenge, especially for our
young team, it has been one of our key
goals. We are very thankful to PHAMA for
their support. This will support us in our
export business, the real beneficiaries are
the coconut farmers and we hope this will
allow us to open new markets to sell more.”
The certification was supported by the
Pacific Horticultural and Agricultural Market
Access (PHAMA) Program. PHAMA is an
Australian Government initiative, co-funded
by the New Zealand Government. PHAMA
is also working with seven other local
businesses who are working hard to
undertake their HACCP certification audits
around November this year. These
businesses are involved in a range of food
product industries including coconut,
seafood, root crops and ngali nuts.
PHAMA’s Country Manager in Solomon
Islands, Andrew Piper, commented that
“most companies are able to comply with
the practical requirements for HACCP
certification. The major challenges for local
businesses are often the documentation
and record-keeping requirements.” He
added that “we hope several other
businesses will also be able to achieve
HACCP certification later this year”.

In order to compete in international
markets, it is important for exporting
businesses to be able to show overseas
customers they meet recognised food safety
standards such as HACCP. KPSI’s HACCP
certification audit was conducted in May
2017 by international HACCP auditors
AsureQuality. The full certification process
took about 2 years starting with an initial
gap assessment in 2016 that identified
potential hazards and provided food safety
recommendations that have since been
implemented by KPSI. KPSI sources virgin
coconut oil from village producers and
coconut farmers throughout Solomon
Islands. This product is refined and
packaged at KPSI’s factory at Lungga for
sale as virgin coconut oil and cosmetic
products to markets in Australia, New
Zealand, America and Europe. KPSI
currently exports about 200 metric tonnes of
product per year and hopes to increase this
trade in future. (http://phama.com.au)
REGIONAL EFFORT NEEDED IN BEETLE
FIGHT
A concerted regional effort is required
to eradicate the invasive pest Coconut
Rhinoceros Beetle (CRB), General Manager
of Guadalcanal Plains Palm Oil Limited
(GPPOL) Craig Gibsone said. He warned
that it is only a matter of time before the
pest reaches Vanuatu and Fiji or even the
more coconut- dependent countries such as
Kiribati and Tuvalu. “I would like more
attention to be paid to the CRB and its
potential impact not only on Solomon
Islands as we have seen.” The CRB has
passed from Guam to Papua New Guinea
and to Guadalcanal and is spreading on the
most populous Malaita and also the volcanic
Savo Island. “This is really a regional
problem
and
will
have
regional
consequences. There needs to be a
combined effort across the whole Pacific to
eradicate this invasive pest” he told.
Mr. Gibsone said he is concerned that
CRB is going to have devastating impacts
on the national economy and food security.
“I believe the solution is further research to
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identify ways in which the beetle can be
controlled. Some research has been done
within the Pacific, but more is required in
order to come up with a long-lasting and
economical solution. There are experts
within the region that have the capability to
do this but more attention needs to be given
to the urgency of the problem”, he added.
The GPPOL oil palm plantation was
invaded by these invasive pests two years
ago. “So far we are trying out many things
to control the beetle, but we are yet to find
anything that is effective enough to impact
on the beetle population”. The GPPOL
General Manager said it is the smallholder
oil palm growers and also coconut growers
who are hard hit by the beetle invasion as
they do not have the resources to
implement their own control measures.
(http://www.solomonstarnews.com)
SECOND COCONUT TRIANGLE IN SRI
LANKA TO BE ESTABLISHED IN NORTH
EAST
Government is planning to establish
the second coconut triangle basing the
North and East with the aim of doubling the
coconut production in 10 years, said
Plantation Industries Minister Naveen
Dissanayaka. “We have got a budget
allocation of Rs 200 million for the coconut
project. Under this project we will establish
nurseries, start offices while lands have
been identified. In addition 300,000 coconut
plants will be given to the people of this
area. The government is planning to give
more resources to the people through the
Kapruka Agriculture societies”, said the
Minister. The coconut triangle which
includes the districts of Kurunegala, Puttlam
and Colombo produces 3000 million nuts
annually and out of this 200 million are
exported while the balance is consumed
locally. The coconut triangle covers 66
percent of the total acreage of the country.
(www.news.lk/news)

CRT (COCONUT-RUBBER-TEA) TRADE
FAIR HELD AT BMICH - FIRST TIME IN
THE ANNALS OF THE SRI LANKAN
HISTORY
CRT (Coconut-Rubber-Tea) Trade
Fair, the Sri Lankan plantation industry’s
premium trade fair of the year, was
launched by His Excellency President
Maithripala Sirisena at the BMICH on
11th August 2017. The trade fair, organized
by the Ministry of Plantation Industries,
concluded on 13th August 2017. Plantation
Industries
Minister
Hon.
Naveen
Dissanayake and the Deputy Minister Hon.
Lakshaman Wasantha Perera were also
present at the inauguration. History of
Coconut of Sri Lanka goes back 580 AD.
Coconut has become as a highly viable crop
in the world due to escalating demand for
coconut products in the international
markets. Wide range of coconut based
products contributing significantly to foreign
exchange earnings as well as coconut is
serving as a food crop. Coconut is the most
widely cultivated crop spread through most
parts of the country.
Sri Lanka is the 5th largest producer in
the world with more than 440,000 ha of
cultivated extent. The coconut sector of Sri
Lanka contributes to the employment of
around 135,000 people and provides
livelihoods for about 700,000 people. In Sri
Lanka, coconut based industries play a vital
role in sustaining a viable economy at
village, district, regional and national levels.
It is also an important export crop earning
foreign exchange of about USD 550 million
annually, contributing about 1.0% to the
GDP. Major export products of the sector
are Desiccated Coconut, Coconut Oil, Virgin
Coconut Oil, Coconut Milk, Milk Powder and
Coconut cream, Coconut Water, King
coconut water, Coconut flour, Vinegar, Fiber
products, substrates fiber products, coconut
shell products and coconut fiber/shell
ornaments. The GDP. Major export products
of the sector are Desiccated Coconut,
Coconut Oil, Virgin Coconut Oil, Coconut
Milk, Milk Powder and Coconut cream,
Coconut Water, King coconut water,
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Coconut flour, Vinegar, Fiber products,
substrates fiber products, coconut shell
products and coconut fiber/shell ornaments.
Coconut Research Institute plays a
vital role in the sector as the national body
of providing recommendations and technical
standards related to the coconut industry
through Research and Development
initiatives. In the Trade Fair, several stalls
were set up by the CRI with the view of
disseminating
novel
technical
advancements among the stakeholders of
the industry. (http://www.cri.gov.lk)
VIRGIN COCONUT OIL FROM COCONUT
CULTIVATION BOARD, SRI LANKA
Coconut Oil Production is carried out
under the absolute supervision of the
Coconut Cultivation Board. Coconut Oil that
is produced at a highest standard is due to
be issued to the market with the logo of the
Board. The production was commenced at
the Coconut Model Garden (CMG) situated
at Palai-Jaffna. Mr. Kapila Yakandawala,
the Chairman of the Board stated that high
quality coconut oil production was initiated
by the Board with the intention of
addressing the issues faced by the
consumers as a consequence of low quality
coconut oil that is made available to the
existing market.
The Chairman of the Board further
emphasised that aforesaid Coconut Oil
Production Process that was commenced
under the direction of Mr. Naveen
Dissanayake, Honourable Minister of
Plantation Industries, aims at achieving
different objectives such as generation of
new
employment
opportunities,
enhancement of coconut growers, ensure
better economic value for coconut,
development of coconut based industries
and supply of healthy consumable coconut
based
production
to
the
market.
(http://www.coconut.gov.lk)
PRV TO REPLANT 1,500 HECTARES OF
COCONUT PLANTATIONS IN VANUATU
Prominent long time investor and
owner of the Plantations Réunies de

Vanuatu (PRV), most probably the largest
coconut plantation company in the country,
David Russet, has assured a powerful
Government delegation led by Minister of
Agriculture, Livestock, Forests, Fisheries
and Biosecurity, Matai Seremaiah, that he
understands the Government coconut
replanting policy. To prove his words, he
said he is already planning to replant 1,500
hectares of his old coconut plantations in
line with the Government replanting policy
next year. In his response, the Minister said
that he was indeed impressed with what the
investor is doing. He said the Government
must do all it can to help investment
companies the likes of PRV who have the
interests of Vanuatu at heart. Both the
Minister and Director of Livestock Lonny
Bong said David Russet is one of the main
contributors to the Government Cattle
Restocking Programme. The investor who
employs well over 200 ni-Vanuatu on his
plantations says he only has one expatriate
in his company and that is his wife.
(http://dailypost.vu)
VIETNAM VARIETY COCONUT FARMING
GETS POPULAR
Farming of Vietnam variety coconut is
spreading rapidly in the southern region of
the country as the land here is very suitable
for growing it and growers get high prices,
farmers and experts said. On a visit to the
horticulture centre in the district, it was
found that 40,000 Vietnam variety coconuts
had been distributed to farmers from the
centre for the last one year, and the number
was increasing day by day. Faruk Sarder, a
farmer of Chouhutkathi area in Babuganj
upazila, said he got five hundred seeds of
Vietnam variety coconut last year and
planted those. “After three years, we will get
at least 200-250 coconuts from each tree,”
he added. Local variety coconut trees take a
long time to bear fruit, but the Vietnam
variety will give full production within three
years, said farmer Mainul Shikder of
Babuganj area. Mainly Siam Blue and Siam
Green varieties have been planted in the
region, said Deputy Director (DD) of the
district Horticulture Centre Swapan Kumar
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Halder. “We are introducing Vietnam variety
like Siam Blue and Siam Green because
they bear fruits within a short time. Farmers
will be more benefited farming this variety,
and production will rise three times in this
region,” he said. Swapan said the soil here
is suitable for coconut farming as it grows
fast in saline water. Vietnam variety has
been cultivated on over 1,000 acres of land,
he added. (http://www.thedailystar.net)
COCONUT’S VERSATILITY ENCOURAGES
PLANTING

Coconuts seem to be everywhere
these days. Whether as “water” in PepsiCo
Inc.’s Naked drink range, as “milk” in
Starbucks Corp.’s coffees, as shampoo in
L’Oreal SA’s products or even as a patty in
Beyond Meat’s vegan burgers, the tropical
fruit has captured new markets with a
growing reputation as a healthy, natural
product. The popularity has been a boon for
prices, with the cost of coconut oil alone
more than doubling since its low in 2013.
But it hasn’t translated into increased
production as diseases, natural disasters
and aging plantations kept global output
stagnant
over
the
past
decade.
That’s about to change, thanks to a program
of replantings and rehabilitation across the
tropics.
Output of copra, the dried coconut
meat that’s used to make coconut oil, will
jump more than 30% in the decade to 2026
as yields in the biggest growers rebound,
according to a July 10 report by the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) and the United
Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO). “The international market is not only
buying the oil, which they purify into cooking
oil,” Danilo D. Valdez, Managing Director of
trading company Raco Commodities Phils.
Inc., said. “They also have found out uses
for virgin coconut oil, coconut water and
those kinds of derivatives products from
coconut which are very good for people,
that they’ve positioned for an organic and
healthy lifestyle.”

The key to the coconut’s popularity
comes from the many products that a single
nut produces. One package offers a highenergy food, a versatile oil, a nutrient-rich
water, and coir -- a fiber that’s used to make
rope and bedding. And that’s all contained
in a water tight package that helped it
spread across the globe’s tropical regions
from the Philippines to the Caribbean. Its
versatility has led to the coconut being
dubbed the “Swiss Army Knife” of plants
and has made it staple product in many
countries. It remains so important in the
Philippines, the biggest producer of copra,
that the FAO estimates a quarter of its 100
million people are dependent on industries
associated with it. “There’s great demand in
foreign countries like South Korea and
Canada,” said Carlito D Villamayor, a
coconut farmer in the Philippine province of
Quezon who’s switched his palms to make
coconut sugar rather than copra because
prices are higher.“Now China is ordering
from us, so we have to increase our
production.” Investment in production will lift
copra output by 1.1 million metric tons by
2026, according to the OECD and FAO
report. Plantation yields in Southeast Asia
will climb 15% in that time, thanks to the
replanting of aged palms and rehabilitation
of growing areas, particularly in storm-hit
parts of the Philippines and Indonesia -which provide almost three quarters of
global copra production between them. That
follows a decline of more than five percent
in the 12 years to 2016 due to aged palms,
pests and diseases, which effectively
neutered the 1 million hectares of new
coconut plantings in the past decade,
according to the FAO.
Price relief
Following Typhoon Haiyan in 2013 “a
main feature of the rehabilitation program
was to make the conditions of the affected
coconut farmers better than pre-typhoon
conditions,” Philip Soliven, the President of
Cargill Inc.’s Philippine unit said. Cargill led
a replanting program in Leyte province that
helped more than 400 coconut farmers. A
second phase program should help about
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3,300 more in the Philippines and
Indonesia. Coconut palms start bearing fruit
about five years after planting, which means
supplies may begin picking up soon.
Copra production in the Philippines is
forecast to rise to 2.255 million tons this
year from 2.081 million tons in 2016,
Yvonne T.V. Agustin, Executive Director of
the United Coconut Association of the
Philippines (UCAP), said in an interview
from Manila. Exports will likely rise 6.5% this
year, she said. It should be good news for
lovers of coconut products, who may get
some relief, with that extra production
potentially weakening prices. But it’s
potentially bad news for palm oil growers.
Prices of coconut oil had a closing
peak of $2,027.50 a ton this year from a low
of $745.25 in 2013 before Typhoon Haiyan
hit, causing as much as $14.5 billion of
damage, according to AIR Worldwide, and
affecting 33 million coconut trees in the
Philippines’ Eastern Visayas region alone,
according to the FAO. Coconut oil closed at
$1,635 a metric ton on Rotterdam on July
31. Palm kernel oil, its rival and closest
substitute, peaked of $1,845 a ton in
January this year before easing to $1,110
on July 31.“The premium of coconut oil over
palm kernel oil is really very high,” UCAP’s
Ms. Agustin said. “Maybe if prices come
down, it may attract demand. There is
always a demand for coconut production
especially the core demand, where no other
oils can replace coconut oil in certain
usages. Even with prices now, which is
much higher than palm kernel oil, there’s
still that core demand for coconut oil.”
That demand doesn’t look like
stopping, thanks mainly to Western
consumers. Starbucks in April launched
another coconut-infused coffee beverage,
indulging customers who want more than
just the option of having single-origin
coconut milk in their drinks. Toasted
Coconut Cold Brew, which is sweetened
with flavors of toasted coconut and honey,
comes on the heels of its Coconut Milk
Mocha Macchiato which Chief Marketing

Officer Sharon Rothstein said lifted sales.
Sales of PepsiCo’s Naked juice and coconut
waters reached more than $1 billion last
year. Jamba Inc. has introduced colada fruit
smoothies made with coconut water, while
in Malaysia, Nestle SA launched a coconutflavored coffee mix. Food manufacturers are
also rolling out new products such as
Beyond Meat vegan burgers made with
coconut oil, Dairy Crest Group Plc’s dairyfree coconut spread, McCormick & Co.’s
coconut milk cooking sauces, and Mondelez
International Inc.’s savory crackers made
with
dried
coconut.
(http://www.bworldonline.com)

TR AD E N E W S
PHILIPPINE
COCONUT
EXPORT DOWN IN JULY

PRODUCTS

UCAP preliminary data revealed
Philippine export of coconut products
declined 21.0% year-on-year in July to
117,097 MT in copra terms from 148,314
MT. It was the second recorded year-onyear decline of the year, yet this month
total sharply recovered 46.8% from prior
month unofficial data at 79,773 MT.
Reduced coconut oil and desiccated
coconut exports dragged aggregate
volume downward during the month.
Moreover, present month figure was
14.5% below the monthly average of the
past six months (January-June) at 136,889
MT.
Coconut oil export at 62,497 MT
trimmed down by 21.7% last year total at
79,867 MT. Compared to the monthly
average of the first semester at 75,463
MT, this month shipment was 17.2%
behind. Europe remained the month’s
leading destination responsible for 45.1%
of total trade with uptake at 28,200 MT.
The US was few distance behind at 24,697
MT which comprised 39.5% of the pack.
Other destinations were Japan at 4,600
MT (7.4%), Malaysia 3,000 MT (4.8%),
and China 2,000 MT (3.2%).
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This contrasted with copra meal with
increased shipment, for the second month
in a row, by 6.2% at 23,495 MT over last
year at 22,128 MT. The figure nearly
doubled the monthly average at 12,242 MT
(+91.9%). Korea was almost an exclusive
destination controlling 72.4% at 17,000 MT
with the remainder at 6,495 MT (27.6%)
going to Vietnam.
Overseas purchases of desiccated
coconut
which
totaled
8,761
MT
pronouncedly contracted 30.7% from
12,636 MT last year to record the
product’s first decline this year, but bested
the monthly average at 7,597 MT by
15.3%. On the other hand, foreign trade of
oleochemicals at 4,350 MT as copra was
more than twice last year at 2,004 MT.
However, the load fell 18.8% short of the
monthly average at 5,351 MT. There was
no reported shipment of copra during the
month as in last year. Official data though
showed only the months of April and May
this year registered shipments at 47 MT
and 16 MT, respectively.
Export during the seven-month
period to July this year remained sharply
above last year even as shipment this
month recorded double-digit decline. Total
stood at 938,432 MT in copra terms, a
massive 40.6% upturn from 667,620 MT at
the same time last year. Breakdown is as
follows, inclusive of adjustments in official
May data, in MT: copra 63 (35 last year),
coconut oil 515,275 (366,553), copra meal
96,950 (154,426), desiccated coconut
54,344 (41,636), oleochemicals as copra
36,453 (21,382). (UCAP Bulletin)
PERFORMANCE OF PH’S TOP NONTRADITIONAL
COCO
PRODUCTS
EXPORT IN MAY
Official data from the Philippine
Statistics Authority show 16 non-traditional
coconut products generated revenue of
more than USD100,000 during the month
to qualify in the sector’s top exports list.
These are: coconut water, virgin coconut
oil, hydrogenated coconut oil, glycerin,
coco milk powder, nata de coco, toilet/bath

soap, coconut milk liquid, soap chips, coir
products, shampoo, fresh coconut, coco
peat/dust, coco chips, coco flour, vinegar.
COCONUT WATER, this month’s top
non-traditional export product, generated
USD12.207 million from shipment of
10,326,684 liters. The volume augmented
by 84.7% year-ago total at 5,591,087
liters. The United States was almost an
exclusive destination controlling 6,451,329
liters (62.5% of total). Limited volume
went to China at 850,592 liters (8.2%),
United Kingdom 537,434 liters (5.2%),
Canada 512,504 liters (5.0%), France
442,198 liters (4.3%), Netherlands 357,418
liters (3.5%), Brazil 350,005 liters (3.4%),
Australia 178,858 liters (1.7%), Sweden
145,215 liters (1.4%), Hong Kong 128,897
liters (1.2%). Eleven other countries
shared the balance of 372,233 liters
(3.6%).
Second placer VIRGIN COCONUT
OIL had gross export receipts of
USD8.102 million from the sale of 2,235
MT. Total load was behind by 38.2% from
year-ago figure at 3,618 MT. United States
was top destination cornering 954 MT
(42.7%), followed far behind by Germany
at 402 MT (18.0%), Canada at 300 MT
(13.4%) and Brazil 280 MT (12.5%).
Twenty other countries absorbed the
remainder of 299 MT (13.4%).
HYDROGENATED COCONUT OIL
which took the third spot turned in
USD4.747 million from trade of 1,679 MT
(no export recorded year-ago). The United
States was primary destination at 828 MT
(49.3%), with smaller volume going to
Canada at 199 MT (11.8%), Hong Kong at
156 MT (9.3%), China at 149 MT (8.9%),
Belgium at 106 MT (6.3%) and nine other
countries with combined uptake of 240 MT
(14.3%).
Fourth in rank GLYCERIN recorded
proceeds of USD3.521 million from
delivery of 5,033 MT. Shipment during the
month was 66.7% higher compared to
previous year total at 3,019 MT. Japan
was principal destination at 2,048 MT
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(40.7 %), followed distance behind by
China at 1,204 MT (23.9%), United States
at 850 MT (16.9%), Thailand at 306 MT
(6.1%), Pakistan at 201 MT (4.0%) and
five other countries which bought the
remaining 424 MT (8.4%).

from shipment of 133 MT, an improvement
by 14.5% from 116 MT year-ago. There
were only three country destinations:
Saudi Arabia 91 MT (68.7%), United Arab
Emirates at 27 MT (20.0%) and Kuwait at
15 MT (11.3%).

COCO MILK POWDER with turnover
of USD1.182 million from overseas
purchases of 233 MT landed fifth. Last
year tonnage was only 105 MT. The
United States was market leader capturing
87 MT (37.4%), trailed by France at 66 MT
(28.1%), Japan 55 MT (23.6%) and five
others which were responsible for the
remaining 25 MT (10.9%).

COIR PRODUCTS held the 10th
position with proceeds amounting to
USD290,887 from dealings involving 990
MT (1 MT year-ago). There were only four
country buyers led by China at 798 MT
(80.6%), Malaysia 118 MT (11.9%), Japan
69 MT (7.0%) and Australia at 5 MT.

Sixth top export NATA DE COCO
earned USD1.138 million from dealings
covering 830 MT. Shipment during the
month almost doubled last year at 430 MT
(+92.9%). Canada was chief destination at
239 MT (28.7%), trailed by Japan at 176
MT (21.2%), China at 104 MT (12.5%),
United Arab Emirates at 103 MT (12.4%),
United States at 56 MT (6.8%), South
Korea at 51 MT (6.2%) and 10 other
countries with combined participation of
100 MT (12.1%)
TOILET/BATH SOAP which placed
seventh
generated
income
of
USD955,160. Tonnage at 622 MT was
1.6% up from 612 MT year-ago. Indonesia
was the leading destination at 292 MT
(46.9%), tracked by Vietnam at 125 MT
(20.2%), Singapore 62 MT (10.0%), United
Arab Emirates 53 MT (8.5%), Thailand 42
MT (6.8%), while a dozen other countries
shared the remaining 47 MT (7.6%).
COCONUT MILK LIQUID with
earnings of USD610,351 from sale of 372
MT (630 MT year-ago) filled in the eighth
place. The United States took in bulk of
the shipment at 206 MT (55.2%). Limited
volumes went to Canada 57 MT (15.4%),
Portugal 40 MT (10.7%) and five other
countries with combined uptake at 69 MT
(18.7%).
SOAP CHIPS was top nine nontraditional export contributing USD383,785

Completing the top 16 non-traditional
exports were shampoo, fresh coconut,
coco peat/dust, coco chips, coco flour and
vinegar. SHAMPOO had turnover of
USD244,646 from trade of 99 MT (612 MT
year-ago). United Arab Emirates was
leading destination at 49 MT (49.4%),
followed by Mongolia at 22 MT (22.1%),
United States 14 MT (13.8%) and six
others which shared the balance of 15 MT
(14.8%).
FRESH
COCONUT
generated
USD228,442 from purchases amounting to
108,849 nuts (385,141 nuts). There were
only four country importers: Hong Kong at
54,000 nuts (49.6%), United States at
49,727 nuts (45.7%), Japan at 4,965 nuts
(4.6%) and Germany at 157 nuts.
COCO
PEAT/DUST
contributed
USD192,317 from delivery of 2,830 MT
(649 MT). China was virtually an excluside
market at 2,284 MT (80.7%) while smaller
quantities were delivered to Malaysia at
508 MT (17.9%), and three other countries
with combined uptake of 39 MT (1.4%).
COCO CHIPS reported receipts of
USD163,432 from the sale of 51 MT (no
shipment year-ago). There were only three
country recipients: United States which
was the primary destination at 26 MT
(51.2%), Sweden at 15 MT (29.7%) and
South Korea at 10 MT (19.1%).
COCO FLOUR trade was valued
USD157,904 from 189 MT (127 MT).
Netherlands captured 52 MT (27.5%),
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followed by Taiwan at 35 MT (18.7%),
United States at 34 MT (17.9%), Canada
at 32 MT (17.0%) and five other countries
which collectively bought 36 MT (18.9%).
VINEGAR grossed USD104,774
from orders of 126 MT (no export recorded
year-ago). Saudi Arabia was top buyer at
50 MT (39.3%), followed by United States
at 23 MT (18.2%), Papua New Guinea at
20 MT (15.9%), Sri Lanka 16 MT (12.7%)
and five others which jointly held 18 MT
(13.9%). (UCAP Bulletin)

COCONUT TECHNOLOGY
NEWS
NEW
TECHNOLOGY
CAN
KEEP
COCONUT WATER FRESH FOR FOUR
MONTHS
Scientists at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kharagpur, India have found a
new method to increase shelf life of tender
coconut water. They claim that it can help
retain original taste of coconut water for as
long as up to 18 weeks.
Fresh tender coconut water is a
popular, low-calorie nutritious drink, but
untreated coconut water has a shelf life of
only 24 hours. The method developed by
Sankha Karmakar and Sirshendu De at the
Department of Chemical Engineering, IIT
Kharagpur increases shelf life without the
use of any preservatives.
The new method involves eliminating
suspended debris using a nylon mesh and
sterilization
through
a
hollow
Polyacrylonitrile fiber tube for an hour. This
process removes bacteria and other
microbes which increases its shelf life,
researchers said. Coconut water thus
sterilized was stored in wax-sealed glass or
polypropylene bottles in a refrigerator at 5
degree Celsius and tested every month for
quality and its properties. Sterilization using
membranes is known but it has been used
for coconut water for the first time, and the
polyacrylonitrile membrane used has been
modified for this purpose, researchers said.

Karmakar told India Science Wire that,
independent experts - Professors, PhD
students and two kids - tasted treated
coconut water. They were asked to score it
on different counts such as appearance,
texture, aroma, flavor, color and overall
quality, besides purchase intention. He says
that the new method of preserving coconut
water maintained the clarity and taste for 18
weeks. The results of the study have been
published in Journal of Food Engineering.
Amit Jain, Professor at Department of
Chemical Engineering, Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur, who was not
involved with the study but was one of the
tasters, commented that the new method is
better because it increases the shelf life
without adding preservatives. However, he
cautioned that “membranes used for
sterilization are prone to fouling or clogging
and this could limit large scale use of this
process”. If membranes are maintained
appropriately by routine cleaning, the
method can be used on industrial scale and
can also be optimized for other beverages,
he said.
Researchers claim the method can be
scaled to an industrial scale in lesser cost.
Currently available preservation methods
such as pasteurization, microwave heating,
freezing, and refrigeration have some
limitations. While heating reduces taste and
quality, refrigeration increases cost during
transportation that limits marketability.
(http://vigyanprasar.gov.in)
COCONUT INDUSTRY BOARD, JAMAICA
INTENSIFIES EFFORTS TO MANAGE
LETHAL YELLOWING
The Coconut Industry Board (CIB) said
it has intensified its efforts to control the
spread of the deadly Lethal Yellowing
disease among coconuts. Lethal Yellowing
is caused by phytoplasma (a bacteria-like
organism), which is transmitted by insect
vectors from plant to plant. It is detrimental
not only to coconuts but approximately 35
other species of palms. Chairman of the CIB
Christopher Gentles, who was speaking at
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the Denbigh Agricultural, Industrial and
Food Show held in Clarendon, said given
the negative effects of the disease and its
likely impact on coconut growers, it is
imperative for the CIB to provide information
which can assist the nation's farmers.
Gentles said this was particularly important
if local farmers are to capitalise on the
shortage of coconuts internationally. “We
want to create an early warning system
such that outbreaks will be detected long
before crops even start to display the signs,”
said Gentles.
He further stated that due to Jamaica's
success in controlling the disease, the CIB
was approached to study the transmission
of diseases in coconut, including Lethal
Yellowing. Recently two projects were
implemented of which the CIB is a
participant; one through the Caribbean
Agricultural Research and Development
Institute (CARDI) in conjunction with the
International Trade Centre and the other
through the European Union. CIB has joined
with other international agencies to conduct
extensive research on methods to control
Lethal Yellowing as there is no known cure
for the disease. The board also urged
coconut growers to monitor their fields
diligently and cut down any tree as soon as
it begins to show signs of the disease. “The
infected tree should be burnt after which a
coconut seedling should be planted in its
place. Good field sanitation and proper plant
nutrition must be practised to prevent
devastation by the disease,” it advised.
Meanwhile, Ralvin Moore, advisory officer of
the CIB with responsibility for monitoring the
coconut population in St Thomas, said the
CIB recently cut down nearly 200 trees to
stop the spread of the disease. The CIB
provides free replacement plants to
registered coconut growers who lose
coconut trees as a result of the Lethal
Yellowing Disease.
(http://www.jamaicaobserver.com)

BIO-DIESEL NEWS
WARANTY COVERAGE MAY EXTEND TO
B10 BIODIESEL FOR COMMERCIAL
VEHICLES IN MALAYSIA
The Malaysian government, through
the Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB), is in
the midst of discussions with automotive
companies to extend the warranty coverage
to B10 biodiesel for commercial vehicles
from B7 currently, the Bernama news
agency reported last week. Minister of
Plantation Industries and Commodities,
Datuk Seri Mah Siew Keong said the
government is also discussing extending the
biodiesel oil quality in machinery and
industry vehicles to B7 from B0 at the
moment.
He said the MPOB and a lot of local
industries had done tests for the B10’s
compatibility for commercial vehicles and
the results were very positive with no
negative impact on engine performance.
Discussions are being conducted thoroughly
to ensure there are no problems regarding
costs or infrastructure with the B10 being
implemented.“ The MPOB is not only doing
a test for the B10, but also currently testing
the capabilities of B15 and B20 biodiesel.
That would be a long-term plan. It will be
good for the palm oil industry as well as for
the environment,” he added.
Mah said vehicle manufacturers did not
offer any warranty for B10 biodiesel as the
current warranty from European tests only
extended support up to B7 biodiesel. (UCAP
Bulletin)
MALAYSIAN LAWMAKERS TO VISIT
EUROPE TO COUNTER PROPOSAL TO
LIMIT USE OF PALM-BASED BIOFUEL
Six Malaysian lawmakers will visit
Europe next month to counter the European
Union’s (EU) proposed resolution to curb
the use of oil palm-based biofuel by 2020,
the Bernama news agency reported this
week.
Plantation
Industries
and
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Commodities Minister Datuk Mah Siew
Keong said the September visit would come
just after summer (in Europe) in order to
leverage on the most number of EU
lawmakers and officials.
“The purpose of our six MPs’ visit to
Europe is to engage with them, answer their
questions and clear their doubts and to
provide them with the full facts and figures
on the oil palm industry,” he told a press
conference after attending a luncheon
organised by the EU-Malaysia Chamber of
Commerce and Industry. A resolution by
the European Parliament recently called for
the EU to phase out the use of palm oilbased biodiesel by 2020. (UCAP Bulletin)
NBB FILES COMPLAINT AGAINST
ARGENTINE BIODIESEL IMPORTS
US biodiesel trade association National
Biodiesel Board’s (NBB) Fair Trade
Coalition filed a complaint last month (on 11
July) with the US Department of Commerce
(DoC) that claims that Argentine biodiesel
imports have pushed the US market to
“critical circumstances”. The new allegation
follows another filed by NBB in April against
Argentine and Indonesian biodiesel imports,
which has led to an investigation by the
DoC and the US International Trade
Commission. Argentinal is the largest
exporter of biodiesel to the US.
In the fresh complaint, the NBB alleges
that its Fair Trade Coalition had received
“new data” that “provides a reasonable
basis”
for
suspecting
that
critical
circumstances existed regarding Argentina’s
“dumped and subsidised” exports, the
association said in a statement. The data,
according to NBB, suggested that biodiesel
import from Argentina had spiked 144.5%
since it filed the April antidumping petition
when compared to the period before the first
complaint.
The “critical circumstances” provision
in US antidumping and countervailing duty
laws allowed authorities to impose duties on
US
imports
prior
to
preliminary
determinations
of
subsidisation
and

dumping. The critical protections could
provide relief in the form of retroactive
duties from the effects of a surge in
shipments, NBB said, and they existed to
keep
importers
from
circumventing
antidumping and countervailing duties by
massively increasing shipments immediately
after a complaint was filed. (UCAP Bulletin)
POLAND’S UNFAIR BIODIESEL EXPORT
HARMS EU INDUSTRY
The European Biodiesel Board (EBB)
claims “unfair” Polish biodiesel exports are
seriously damaging the EU internal
renewable fuels markets and no action has
been taken to correct the situation, a news
report in ofimagazine.com has said. Polish
fuel market players were exploiting a
loophole in the country’s biofuels legislation,
the EBB alleged.
“As Polish law does not explicitly
require the biodiesel accounted towards the
blending mandate to be consumed within its
boundaries, some Polish operators have
been capitalising on the export of
underpriced biodiesel that has already been
declared as blended,” the association said.
This had led to a large part of Polish
biodiesel volumes to be counted twice
towards its national EU blending mandates,
first falsely in Poland and a second time “at
an unfair dumped price” in another EU
country, EBB claimed.
As a result, a growing number of EU
stakeholders along the biodiesel value chain
were experiencing financial loss, loss of
profitability and jobs and several EU
countries’ local energy and protein
independence were also being distorted.
The affected countries included Belgium,
France, Italy, the Netherlands and Romania,
among others. The EBB expressed its
“strong concern” about the situation and
urged Polish authorities to tackle the issue
as it was in violation of EU renewable fuel
legislation. (UCAP Bulletin)
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EUROPEAN UNION TO CUT ANTIDUMPING DUTIES ON ARGENTINE AND
INDONESIAN BIODIESEL

MT as of June. This includes an adjusted
figure of 1.5 million MT obtained from a field
survey.

The European Union will cut its antidumping tariffs on Argentine and Indonesian
biodiesel by more than half to bring them in
line with a ruling on the matter by the World
Trade Organization (WTO), according to a
news report in ofimagazine.com on August
03. The WTO ruling from early 2016
concluded that the EU’s duties on the
imports were in violation of trade rules due
to the cost adjustments investigators had
made during the probe, MLex Market Insight
wrote on 14 July.

CPO price in the same period ranged
between US$650 and $827.5/MT, with a
high start at $805.7 per ton in January,
before softening due to slowing global
demand amid other vegetable oil gluts. “A
global glut of rapeseed and soybean oil has
made prices drop, consequently making
palm oil which is not a main vegetable oil
source in Europe, America and China less
competitive, and its export slowed in June,”
GAPKI Executive Director Fadhil Hasan
said in a statement released last week.

The duties would be cut by up to
10.6% for Argentine and by up to 6.9% for
Indonesian biodiesel, according to the
market insight firm. In 2013, the EU
imposed a duty of up to 25.7% and 20.5%
on biodiesel from Argentina and Indonesia,
respectively, which equalled approximately
•245.6 (US$287.9) and •178.8 (US$204.8)
per ton.

Aggregately, in the first six months,
export of CPO and derivatives to main
markets were all up except to Pakistan,
where sales declined by 5 percent to 1.05
million MT due to competition with Malaysia.
Export to the Middle East fell by 12 percent.
On the contrary, export to India and Europe
increased by 43 percent and 42 percent to
3.8 million MT and 2.7 million MT,
respectively. Export to Africa, Bangladesh,
United States and China were up by 36.5
percent, 29 percent, 27 percent and 18
percent, respectively. (UCAP Bulletin)

Before the tariffs were put in place,
EU officials increased the assessed
dumping levels during the probe to include
differential tax rates of the raw materials,
such as soyabeans and palm oil, used to
produce the biodiesel in Argentina and
Indonesia. (UCAP Bulletin)

OTHER VEGEOIL NEWS
INDONESIAN CRUDE PALM OIL EXPORT
UP 25% IN FIRST HALF 2017
Indonesia’s export of crude palm oil
(CPO) and its derivative products increased
by 25 percent to 16.6 million MT despite
sober demand amid competition against a
rapeseed oil and soybean oil global glut in
the first six months, according data from the
Indonesian Palm Oil Producers Association
(GAPKI). The country’s palm oil production
increased by 18.6 percent to 18.5 million
MT in the first half, with stocks of 2.3 million

MALAYSIA REITERATES COMMITMENT
TO SUSTAINABLE PALM OIL INDUSTRY
Malaysia
has
reiterated
its
commitment to practise the 3-P pillars of
sustainable palm oil industry, namely,
People, Planet and Profit, to overcome
various challenges in the global market,
including the European Union (EU)
Parliament’s resolution on palm oil and
deforestation, the Bernama news agency
reported last Monday.
Plantation
Industries
and
Commodities Minister, Datuk Seri Mah Siew
Keong
said
Malaysia’s
sustainability
initiative were based on the principles and
criteria of the Malaysian Sustainable Palm
Oil (MSPO). He said the government has
mandated for MSPO certification throughout
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the Malaysia palm oil supply chain and
promised to supply 100 percent MSPO
certified palm oil by end-December 2019.
(UCAP Bulletin)

DID YOU KNOW?

serving. However, in comparison to an
average banana (422mg) or potato
(715mg), it is not a large amount. There are
plenty of potassium-rich foods that are likely
to be cheaper and more locally sourced
than coconut water.
What are some of the health claims made
about coconut water?

THE HEALTH BENEFITS OF COCONUT
WATER
What is coconut water?
Coconut water is the clear liquid found
inside green, immature coconuts. Young
coconuts are favoured for their water as it is
tastier, plentiful in volume and easier to
access by chopping the top off the softer
shell. More mature coconuts have a harder
husk and less water inside because it
gradually solidifies to form the flesh.
Different varieties of coconut yield
slightly different-tasting water depending on
where they are grown.
In taste and nutrition, coconut water is
different to coconut milk and coconut oil,
both of which are made from the flesh of the
coconut.
What are the nutritional benefits of
coconut water?
Coconut water contains very little fat
compared to coconut milk and coconut oil.
In a 100ml serving of coconut water there is
approximately 5g of sugar (about a
teaspoon). It does have less sugar and
fewer calories compared to juices, soft
drinks and sports drinks but still the sugars
are ‘free’, which means they’re not bound to
fibre, so will be quickly absorbed into the
bloodstream.
Coconut water contains some vitamin
C. In a 100ml serving there is approximately
25mg, about half of the vitamin C found in
one small orange.
Coconut water also contains some
potassium, which is essential for heart
health and good skeletal and muscular
function.
Approximately
185mg
of
potassium is contained within a 100ml

Can coconut water help with weight
loss?
Coconut water is a relatively lowcalorie drink compared to sugary fizzy
drinks or juices, but it is not calorie-free like
plain water. The claims that drinking
coconut water increases metabolism are not
yet backed up by research. As the NHS
notes, there is very little evidence to support
the idea that certain foods and drinks can
have a significant effect on your
metabolism.
Can coconut
performance?

water

boost

athletic

It has been suggested that consuming
coconut water after exercise improves
endurance and athletic performance. This is
because it contains carbohydrate in the
form of glucose (a simple sugar) and the
electrolytes sodium and potassium – the
crucial components in commercial sports
drinks. One study found that coconut
water helped to rehydrate in a similar way to
a carbohydrate-electrolyte sports drink, but
didn’t have any significant impact on
exercise performance. Another small study
found no significant difference to athletic
performance when drinking coconut water in
comparison to plain water. Therefore there
is not enough evidence to support the claim
that coconut water can improve athletic
performance any more than drinking plain
water during exercise.
Can coconut
pressure?

water

lower

blood

Coconut water is claimed to be a heart
healthy drink because of its potassium
content. Potassium has been shown
to lower blood pressure in people with
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hypertension (high blood pressure) by
counteracting the effects of sodium that can
cause blood pressure to rise.
However, there are plenty of fruits and
vegetables that are high in potassium which
also
contain
fibre,
vitamins
and
minerals. Potassium-rich
foods include
bananas, apricots, green leafy vegetables
and citrus fruits such as oranges. While
potassium is beneficial for lowering blood
pressure, guzzling lots of coconut water is
not the best source; a balanced and varied
diet high in fruits and vegetables will suffice.

COCONUT RECIPE
“Thai Chicken and Coconut Soup”
Ingredients:
-

2 lemongrass stems (white part only)

-

100g small button mushrooms, stems
trimmed

-

2 chicken breast fillets (about 180g
each)

-

1.2L salt-reduced chicken stock

lower

-

4cm piece ginger, peeled, cut into
matchsticks

Some small studies carried out on rats
suggest that drinking coconut water might
lower cholesterol. However, the evidence in
humans is incomplete, and even the studies
on rats were carried out on a small sample
size. Other lifestyle factors such as eating a
balanced diet, maintaining a healthy weight,
stopping smoking and increasing activity are
more likely to have a beneficial impact on
your cholesterol levels.

-

1 long red chilli, thinly sliced

-

2 teaspoons caster sugar

-

400ml coconut milk

-

2 tablespoons fish sauce

-

2 tablespoons lime juice, plus wedges
to serve

-

Small handful each of mint leaves and
Thai basil leaves

Can coconut
cholesterol?

water

help

to

Method:
How do I choose the healthiest coconut
water?
Coconut water is a relatively lowcalorie drink with far less sugar compared to
many soft or fizzy drinks. Natural coconut
water that has been harvested straight from
the nut is the best choice. Canned and
cartoned versions have generally been
processed
by
heat
treatment
or
pasteurisation to extend their shelf life.
Always check the label and look for pure
coconut water. Avoid flavoured varietes as
they tend to have a higher sugar content
and so will be higher in calories too.
When reading a label, look per
100g/ml. For a product to be low-sugar, it
should be less than 5g per 100g/ml. For it to
be low-salt, under 0.3g or 0.1g of sodium is
ideal. (https://www.q8india.com)

1. Bruise the lemongrass stems with the
back of a knife and cut each one in half.
Halve the mushrooms, or slice if large.
Cut the chicken breast fillets in half
lengthways, then thinly slice against the
grain.
2. In a saucepan, bring the chicken stock,
lemongrass, ginger, chilli and caster sugar
to a gentle simmer over medium-high
heat. Add the chicken, mushrooms and
coconut milk.
3. Simmer (without boiling) for 5 minutes,
stirring, until chicken is cooked. Add fish
sauce and lime juice – the soup should
taste hot, sour, lightly sweet and salty.
4. Ladle the soup, chicken and mushrooms
into warm bowls, then scatter with mint
and
basil
leaves.
(http://www.delicious.com.au)
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STATISTICS
Table 1. Indonesia's Monthly Exports of Coconut Oil (in MT), 2015 - 2017

Month

Volume

2015
Value (FOB)

Volume

US$’000

(MT)

2016
Value (FOB)

Volume

US$’000

(MT)

(MT)

2017
Value (FOB)
US$’000

January

64,432

73,301

68,868

73,468

30,376

48,467

February

60,555

68,594

47,133

52,896

61,712

104,394

March

69,121

75,683

37,909

44,874

39,864

68,096

April

86,396

92,119

62,600

80,883

49,895

80,456

May

64,948

69,524

53,262

76,470

43,763

70,533

June

73,410

78,453

60,407

84,254

39,089

61,466

July

44,067

48,109

44,267

63,639

August

79,382
63,381

39,858

58,516

September

75,479
62,143

51,834

76,862

October

34,762

35,571

26,577

40,992

November

82,811

83,835

62,799

90,405

December
Total

41,257
759,381

44,030
811,981

46,805

72,897

602,319

816,156

264,698

433,411

Source: BPS-Statistics Indonesia

Table 2. Philippines's Monthly Exports of Coconut Oil (in MT), 2013 - 2017
Month

2013

2014

2015

2016

*)

2017

January

115,186

42,360

60,658

49,678

142,042

February

61,899

69,476

59,179

65,105

72,442

142,991

49,091

133,437

33,728

84,355

April

99,070

40,613

54,776

40,374

57,530

May

110,106

81,167

33,909

33,701

57,160

June

102,404

64,595

74,048

64,100

July

115,104

73,729

75,769

79,867

August

65,870

111,175

82,866

60,139

September

69,980

131,275

80,406

48,154

October

71,661

109,171

81,646

96,595

November

82,126
88,389

56,017
28,304

79,635

80,856

36,823

74,531

1,124,786

856,973

853,152

726,827

March

December
Total

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority

413,529

*) Preliminary figures
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Table 3. International Prices of Selected Oils, September 2014 - August 2017, (US$/MT)
Year
2014

2015

2016

2017

Month

Coconut

Soybean Oil

Palm Oil

Palm Kernel

Sunflower

Phil/Indo

Dutch

Malaysian

Oil

Oil EU

(CIF. Rott.)

(FOB ex-mill)

(CIF Eur.)

(CIF. Rott.) (Fob. NW. EU)

September

1,181

725

715

891

983

October

1,144

657

719

943

1,045

November

1,192

645

726

970

1,067

December

1,195

670

690

967

905

January

1,155

715

694

1030

837

February

1,187

689

670

1060

802

March

1,091

690

667

1062

801

April

1,071

743

661

986

822

May

1,133

781

659

966

904

June

1,110

793

666

922

918

July

1,101

767

647

875

832

August

1,056

738

571

771

915

September

1,063

830

538

798

815

October

1,108

727

583

860

883

November

1,060

713

549

778

818

December

1,150

768

552

832

886

January

1,155

727

566

894

846

February

1,216

758

640

988

869

March

1,448

761

686

1,213

842

April

1,586

796

722

1,304

857

May

1,445

791

706

1,234

868

June

1,563

798

683

1,312

851

July

1,507

788

652

1,277

816

August

1,529

814

736

1,360

815

September

1,547

829

756

1,437

823

October

1,463

858

716

1,331

830

November

1,524

875

755

1,466

827

December

1,684

911

783

1,650

847

January

1,815

872

809

1,760

817

February

1,703

835

774

1,576

808

March

1,549

812

734

1,225

783

April

1,571

790

685

1,029

783

May

1,687

827

727

1,097

797

June

1,697

827

677

1,029

780

July

1,585

834

663

999

793

August
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