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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SPEAKS …………………………………………...
“Booming Markets for Coconut Products Result in Increasing Demand for
Supply of Raw Material“

A s we commence the last quarter of the year, the market conditions continue to
favor traditional and non-traditional products of coconut. Whilst CNO prices decrease
slightly, it still maintains viable levels at over USD1,500 per MT enabling prices for
P
copra
to farmers to continue just under USD1,000 per MT for most countries. The
C
performance
of Desiccated Coconut (DC) has been commendable as possibly the
most stable economic product to the benefit of DC processors and suppliers of fresh
coconuts. Traditional markets for DC are in Europe and Asian countries of China,
Japan and Korea. Both domestic and export market prices for DC are over
USD2,500 per MT. Sri Lankan premium products are selling at over USD3,000 per
MT in the domestic market alone.
The improvements and progress in the coconut industry were visibly demonstrated during the
celebrations of 2017 World Coconut Day in Indonesia, Philippines, India and other countries that
included exhibits of newer emerging high value products of coconut as a result of innovations,
advancements and continuous improvement in processing technologies. Adherence to product quality
standards is a priority area of achievement for processing companies, being critically important to secure
long term viable markets.
Of particular note was the advancement of non-edible products for industry use such as coir fibre, coir
products, coconut shell charcoal and activated carbon. Increasing demand for use of these products has
encouraged suppliers in Indonesia, Sri Lanka and India to maintain production.
The Philippines coconut stakeholder group concluded a very successful road show in selected areas of
USA promoting the goodness of coconut with the healthy status of its many by products. The group was
able to make presentations to USDA and important USA government agencies with the help of USAbased support group for coconut. This initiative included Philippines Ministry of Trade, PCA, UCAP,
VCOP and private sector stakeholders. The Chairman of APCC Scientific Advisory Committee, Dr.
Fabian Dayrit, was instrumental in supporting the group with up-to-date professional and scientific
presentations in the USA road show to counter negative propaganda created by the American Heart
Association against coconut oil. Efforts are continuing in maintaining a very strong lobby towards
affirming the healthy status of coconut oil and coconut products.
Trade and market for coconut products is booming in most export destinations especially for coconut oil
and coconut water products. It is important for governments to ensure trade policies in place including
tariffs, levies and duties that apply to coconut products, are on viable terms. Processors and exporters in
countries where conditions are not as beneficial request respective governments to renegotiate for better
terms, especially in dealings with countries such as China, Japan and a number of European
destinations.
rd

A number of important events in October include the 53 APCC Session/Ministerial Meeting to be held
in Tarawa, Kiribati, during 24 – 29 October 2017 and the first-time Pacific Week of Agriculture that will be
held in Port Vila, Vanuatu, 16 – 19 October 2017, at which, APCC Secretariat will also be participating.
APCC continues to encourage its member countries to pursue aggressive replanting efforts to be able

to maintain adequate supply of fresh coconuts for the growing markets.

URON N. SALUM
Executive Director, APCC
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P R E V AI L I N G M AR K E T P R I C E S O F S E L E C T E D C O C O N U T
P R O D U C T S AN D O I L S

Price of CNO decreased in Philippines and
Indonesia, but increased in Sri Lanka. The
price of DC decreased in Indonesia and
Philippines but increased in Sri Lanka.
COPRA: The price of copra in Indonesia was
US$987/MT in September 2017, which was
higher than last month‘s price of US$948/MT.
When compared to last year‘s data for the
same month the price was US$96 higher.
In the domestic market of the Philippines
(Manila), the price decreased by US$ 40/MT
compared to the price in August 2017, and
about US$31/MT higher compared to the
price of US$888/MT in September 2016.
COCONUT OIL: The average price of
coconut oil in Europe (C.I.F. Rotterdam) for
the month of September 2017 decreased by
US$73/MT to US$1,531/MT from US$1,604/
MT in August 2017. This price was lower by
1% when compared to the price of
September
2016
accounting
for
US$1,547/MT.
The average local price of coconut oil in the
Philippines in September 2017 was
US$1,582/MT. This was US$20 lower than
the price in August 2017, but it was US$68
higher if compared to the last year price for
the same month which was US$1,514/MT.
The average domestic price of coconut oil in
Indonesia in September 2017 decreased by
US$23 compared to the previous month from
US$1,603/MT to US$1,580/MT. September
2017 price was 4.5% higher than the price of
the same month of 2016 which was
US$1,512/MT.
COPRA MEAL: The average domestic price
of the commodity in the Philippines at selling
points was quoted at US$163/MT. The price
was US$8 lower than price of the previous

month, and was US$68/MT lower than the
last year price for the same month.
The average domestic price of copra meal in
Sri Lanka increased by US$8 compared to
the last month price of US$353/MT, and was
higher than last year price of US$226/MT for
the same month.
DESICCATED COCONUT: The average
price of desiccated coconut (DC) FOB USA in
September 2017 was US$2,505/MT. This
price was US$39 lower than the previous
month‘s price but US$63 higher than the
price of the same month last year. In Sri
Lanka, the domestic price of desiccated
coconut
in
September
2017
was
US$3,188/MT or US$5 higher than the price
in August 2017. Meanwhile, the price of DC in
the domestic market in the Philippines was
US$1,720/MT, which was US$70 lower than
the previous month‘s price at US$1,790 /MT
and US$250 higher than the price in the
same month last year. Indonesian price in
September
2017
was
US$2,430/MT,
decreased by US$8 compared to the last
month‘s, but increased by US$362 from last
year‘s price.
COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL: In Sri
Lanka, the average price of the commodity in
September 2017 was US$386/MT. The price
was US$26/MT higher than previous month‘s
price. The average price of charcoal in
Indonesia for September 2017 was
US$471/MT, which was US$91 higher than
last year‘s price for the same month.
COIR FIBRE: Coir fiber traded in the
domestic market in Sri Lanka was priced at
US$189/MT for mix fiber and US$645 - 806
for bristle. The Indonesian price for mixed raw
fiber was US$286/MT in September 2017
which was higher compared to last month‘s
price.
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Price of Coconut Products and Selected Oils (US$/MT)
Products/Country

2017
Sep.

2017
Aug.

2016
Sep.

2017
(Annual Ave.)

189

197

188

224

1,015
919
987
1,506

1,062
959
948
1,497

1,025
888
891
1,300

1,089
997
953
1,412

1,531
1,582
1,580
2,492

1,604
1,602
1,603
2,480

1,547
1,514
1,512
1,890

1,640
1,625
1,626
2,456

2,505
1,720
3,188
2,430

2,544
1,790
3,183
2,438

2,442
1,470
2,141
2,068

2,552
1,797
2,892
2,398

163
361
220

171
353
225

231
226
226

186
306
226

464
386
471
453

456
360
465
425

340
377
380
280

410
351
458
386

189
645
806
286

173
596
782
238

182
552
759
280

138
560
751
257

1,348
724
883

1,165
674
855

1,437
699
833

1,248
719
837

Fresh Coconut
Philippines (Dom. Husked)
Copra
Philippines/Indonesia (CIF N.W. Europe)
Philippines (Dom. Manila)
Indonesia (Dom. Java)
Sri Lanka (Dom. Colombo)
Coconut Oil
Philippines/Indonesia (CIF Rott.)
Philippines (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Desiccated Coconut
Philippines FOB (US), Seller
Philippines (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Copra Meal Exp. Pel.
Philippines (Domestic)
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic)
Coconut Shell Charcoal
Philippines (Domestic), Visayas, Buyer
Sri Lanka (Domestic)
Indonesia (Domestic Java), Buyer
India (Domestic)
Coir Fibre
Sri Lanka (Mattress/Short Fibre)
Sri Lanka (Bristle 1 tie)
Sri Lanka (Bristle 2 tie)
Indonesia (Mixed Raw Fibre)
Other Oil
Palm Kernel Oil Mal/Indo (CIF Rott.)
Palm Oil, Mal/Indo (CIF Rott.)
Soybean Oil (Europe FOB Ex Mill)
Exchange Rate: September 30, 2017
1US$= P 50.95 or

Indo.=Rp13.472
Euro=US$1.18

or

India=Rs65.29
r: revised
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MARKET ANALYSIS OF DESICCATED COCONUT

In 2017, Philippines has maintained
its increasing trend of desiccated coconut
(DC) export since last year. The official
figure from the Philippines Statistics
Authority showed that the export of DC from
January to June 2017 was 45,022 MT which
was 55.3% higher than previous year‘s
volume for the same period. The export
volume was even the highest since 2015.
After experiencing a shortage in supply of
raw material due to el nino in 2015
worsened by a series of typhoons,
Philippines‘ DC indicated a sign to recover
following an improvement in coconut
production as favorable weather came. This
has enable Philippines DC manufacturers to
fulfill the global demands in international
market. The ongoing high premium of Sri
Lankan DC prices has also, to some extent,
put Philippine‘s DC more competitive in the
global market. In international market,
America and Europe were still major
destinations for DC from the Philippines
accounting for more than 81% of the total
export. USA was the main destination for
Philippines DC in America which absorbed
14,386 MT or 32% of the total export. In
Europe, Netherlands was the main hub
receiving 11% of Philippines DC. Meanwhile
from Asian countries, Korea, China, and
Japan were amongst the largest importing
countries of DC from the Philippines.
Like Philippines, Indonesia‘s export
volume of the product increased after
experiencing a decline in the last three
years. In the period January-July 2017,
BPS-Statistics Indonesia recorded that
export volume of DC from Indonesia during
the period was 49,790 MT. This was higher

by 10.8% compared to the volume of the
same period in previous year. The export
level was almost equal to that of 2015‘s
volume which was 49,790. An upturn in
supply of raw materials as production of
coconut started to recover together with a
lower price compared to other competitors
have given a positive signal for Indonesian
DC processors to boost its export. It is worth
noting that export volume of DC from
Indonesia declined from 86,797 MT in 2014
to 85.715 MT in 2015 and again dropped to
79,224 MT in 2016. The decrease was
mainly due to a shortage in raw materials
due to unfavorable weather and competition
with other coconut products.
Asia and Europe was still the main
market for DC from Indonesia. 49.6% out of
49,790 MT desiccated coconut from
Indonesia was shipped to Asian countries.
Singapore is the main hub for DC from
Indonesia. Singapore received 29% of all
exported DC from Indonesia., Thailand,
Malaysia, UAE, and China were the other
major importing countries from Asia. Europe
was the second largest market for DC from
Indonesia in the period. It absorbed 34.1%
of Indonesia‘s DC export. Germany, Russia,
Poland, Netherlands, UK and Turkey are
the main destinations. The third largest
market was America. Its share of
Indonesia‘s DC market was 20%. Amongst
American countries, Brazil was recorded as
the largest importing country. The country
imported 4,646 MT of Indonesian DC
constituting 5.3% of the total export.
Unlike Philippines and Indonesia,
export of DC from Sri Lanka showed an
easing trend in the beginning of 2017. In the
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period of January-July 2017, export volume
of DC from Sri Lanka was 18,485 MT or
declined by 33.6% compared to last year‘s
volume for the same period. Higher price of
the product caused by high price of raw
materials has negatively affected global
demand. Nevertheless, Sri Lanka was still a
key player for DC in international market. Sri
Lanka has gradually grown to be a
competitor for Philippines and Indonesia as
main producing country for DC. In 2016,
export volume of DC from Sri Lanka
recorded a notable growth of 36%
compared to the export volume of the
previous year. Sri Lanka has benefited from
its lower price of DC in the global market
during the year.

Europe and the Middle East were still
major destinations of DC from Sri Lanka.
From January to July 2017, European and
Middle East countries imported 6,513 MT
and 4,596 MT of DC from Sri Lanka
respectively. The imports of the two regions
amounted to more than 60% of the Sri
Lanka‘s total export of DC. American
continent has appeared to become an
important destination for Sri Lankan DC.
The continent absorbed 24% of Sri Lanka‘s
total export in the period. USA was the main
importing country demanding for 3,071 MT
or 16.6% of the total export.
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coconut plantation and PT Inhil Sarimas, an
integrated coconut processor, which
currently processes one million nuts per
day.

COMMUNITY NEWS
INDRAGIRI
HILIR
REGENCY
CELEBRATED WORLD COCONUT DAY
2017
Mr.
Arsyad
Juliandi
Rachman,
Governor of Riau Province, inaugurated
Word Coconut Day 2017 and International
Coconut Festival in Tembilahan, Indragiri
Hilir Regency, Riau on 9 September 2017.
Indragiri Hilir is the largest coconut area
amongst all Regencies in Indonesia. It has
more than 400.000 hectares coconut area
all over the Regency. Mr. Arsyad, in his
inaugural address stated that if we are
talking about coconut, we are talking about
people or farmers since more than 90% of
coconut plantation belongs to farmers, not
companies. He pointed out that he will
continue to support programs on coconut to
improve farmer‘s welfare. Meanwhile, in his
keynote address, Mr. Muhammad Wardan,
Regent of Indragiri Hilir, said that the aim to
celebrate World Coconut Day 2017 in
Tembilahan is to promote coconut potency
in Indragiri Hilir globally for the benefits of
coconut farmers.
The festival was held during 9 – 12
September 2017 attended by not only local
participants but also those who come from
other regions in Indonesia and also other
countries. Mr. Bambang (DG of Estate
Crops, Ministry of Agriculture) and Mr. Oke
Nurwan (DG of Foreign Trade, Ministry of
Trade) also attended the festival. During the
event, Record Museum of Indonesia (MURI)
presented record certificates for national
record of drinking tender coconut water by
as many as ten thousand people at the
same time. Another record certificate was
awarded for 500 different foods using
coconut-based recipes. The activity lineup
included exhibition, seminar, business
meeting and field trip. APCC Executive
Director presented a paper on global
scenario of coconut products in the seminar.
In the last day, all participants visited a

COCONUT
DEVELOPMENT
BOARD,
INDIA CELEBRATES WORLD COCONUT
DAY 2017 AT VIJAYAWADA, ANDHRA
PRADESH
The National Level Celebration of
World Coconut day in India was organised
by Coconut Development Board at
Vijayawada,
Andhra
Pradesh.
Sri.
Somireddy
Chandramohan
Reddy,
Honorable
Minister
of
Agriculture,
Government of Andhra Pradesh, in his
inaugural
address
expressed
the
commitment of the Government in
increasing the income of farmers through
scientific coconut cultivation. Dr. B.N.S.
Murthy, Chairman, Coconut Development
Board welcomed the guests to the World
Coconut day celebrations on the theme ―A
Healthy Wealthy Life with Coconut‖. A
Technical Seminar with sessions on
scientific
crop
cultivation,
coconut
processing and health benefits of coconut
was also organised. An exhibition
showcasing the various value added
products from coconut was also held
alongside. World Coconut Day celebrations
were also organised in the Board
headquarters at Kochi, the regional offices,
state centres and the Demonstration cum
Seed Production Farms of CDB to promote
coconut cultivation and the various
processed products of coconut.
WORLD
COCONUT
DAY
CELEBRATED AT ICAR-CIARI

(WCD)

World Coconut Day under the theme
―Healthy Wealthy life with Coconut‖ was
celebrated at ICAR-CIARI, Port Blair on 16th
September,
2017
under
All
India
Coordinated Research Project on Palms
(AICRPP) project operating at the Institute.
The programme was inaugurated by Dr. A.
Kundu, Director (Acting) by watering
coconut seedling symbolizing the need for
caring the crop that has been providing
livelihood to a large number of island
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farmers. It was followed by unveiling a
coconut inflorescence signifying need of
involvement of youth in sustainable
development of these islands. Speaking on
the occasion Dr. Kundu highlighted the
contribution
of
ICAR-CIARI
in
the
development of agriculture in these islands.
He emphasized that coconut has supported
livelihood of both tribal and settler islanders.
Heads of various divisions of the Institute
briefed the students about recent research
activities being carried out in different areas
of agriculture.
Dr. S.K. Zamir Ahmed, Head (I/c) of
Social Science Section dealt with immense
possibilities for employment generation to
the rural youth through coconut based
ventures. Dr. Ajit Waman, Scientist in
charge of AICRPP and organizer of the
programme, in his presentation showcased
the importance of coconut for the islanders,
opportunities and technologies developed
by ICAR-CIARI. He motivated the students
to equip themselves to acquire the skills and
knowledge for efficient and sustainable use
of available resources of these islands. Dr.
Pooja Bohra, Scientist gave a brief account
of coconut based food and non-food
products, which could effectively support the
livelihood and nutritional security of rural
youth. The technical session was followed
by display of exhibits related to production
and processing of coconut including a live
demonstration of coconut oil extraction. To
promote
intercropping
in
coconut
plantations and peri-urban horticulture,
planting material of black pepper was
distributed to all the participating students.
Graduate and postgraduate students of
JNRM, Port Blair, accompanied by their
teachers Miss. Tamanna Begum and Miss.
Pushpa Kumari interacted with the resource
persons
during
technical
session.
The programme concluded with vote of
thanks by the Dr. Ajit Waman, Organizing
Secretary
of
WCD.
(http://www.andamansheekha.com)
MAMA JOY BREAKTHROUGH IN FIJI
MARKET
A small-scale local industry for
coconut oil has broken through in one of the
largest markets in the Pacific, Fiji. Based in

Santo and with only less than 10 years of
operation, Mama Joy is one of Vanuatu‘s
well-known locally manufacturing company
processing coconut oil. Mama Joy
processes raw coconut oil into refined oil,
currently being sold domestically in 250ml
bottles. In June 2017, the officers of the
Department of Industry (DoI) visited Mama
Joy and she expressed several constraints
ranging from lack of basic marketing plan
and record keeping to improving of
production processes. It is with pride that
she shared her achievement, after her first
load was shipped to Fiji in August.
The regional exportation has been
made possible through the Melanesian
Spearhead Group Trade Agreement
(MSGTA). The MSGTA came into effect
1993 and established a reciprocal free trade
agreement (trade in goods). To date there
are four members of the MSG, namely Fiji,
Vanuatu, Solomon Islands and Papua New
Guinea. The DoI sees this as an
encouragement for other small scale local
industries on the possibilities of market
access.
Mama Joy Oil can be found at Harvest
Supermarkets
in
Suva,
Fiji.
(http://dailypost.vu)
KERALA IS BACK AS INDIA’S TOP
COCONUT PRODUCING STATE
Kerala state has regained the top spot
in coconut production, surpassing other
major producers Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
in the 2016/17 agriculture year, The Hindu
BusinessLine reported last week. Kerala‘s
production touched 7,464.26 million nuts
during the period, followed by Tamil Nadu at
6,171.07 million and Karnataka at 5,128.89
million. In prior period, Kerala was third in
production at 4,896.61 million.
A Coconut Development Board (CDB)
senior official credited Kerala‘s production
performance to the replanting and
rejuvenation
schemes
and
Layout
Demonstration Plots adopted by the board.
Likewise, the effective intervention of
Farmers Producers Societies for cultivating
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and marketing, coupled with the scientific
cultivation adopted by farmers, helped in
getting the desired results.
The state used to be top producer
until 2010-2011 when Tamil Nadu took over
due to its high area under cultivation. High
labor cost and utilization of agriculture land
for other purposes, however, has prevented
Kerala from expanding coconut area. The
CDB official said tree production could still
be improved in existing gardens by scientific
management practices. The board is now
focusing on increasing productivity level to
12,000 nuts/hectare from the present 9,663
nuts. The productivity in 2010-11 was about
7,000 nuts/hectare. (UCAP Bulletin)
VILLAGE
GROUP
HELPS
RAISE
CLIMATE
CHANGE
AWARENESS
THROUGH PLANTING OF COCONUTS
Non-government organisation Kai Ni
Cola continues to create awareness on the
effects of climate change at Namatakula
Village in Nadroga. Kai Ni Cola Director
Samuela Kuridrani said they would officially
launch the organisation next month. "The
youths have taken over the Kai Ni Cola and
expanded the scope to look at climate
change adaptation, youth empowerment
and community development and we are on
our way to register as a non-government
organisation in the village," he said. One of
the sons of the village who plays for the
Australian rugby union side, Tevita
Kuridrani, paid a visit there and planted
coconut trees along the village beach to
help
fight
climate
change.
(http://www.fijitimes.com)
MISSION GREEN MUMBAI: CITY TO GET
12,000 COCONUT TREES IN THE NEXT 6
MONTHS!
To increase the green cover along
Mumbai‘s coastline, an environmental activist
has started an initiative along with an NGO to
plant coconut trees. In the next six months,
12,000 coconut trees will be planted alone
Mumbai‘s west coast. These will run along
the coast in Juhu, Versova, Aksa, Gorai,
Danapani and Manori. This is part of an

initiative called Mission Green Mumbai –
started by environmental activist Subhajit
Mukherjee with an aim to increase the
green cover specifically in the coastal area.
NGO Green Yatra is also part of this
mission. A founding member of the Let‘s
Green Foundation, Subhajit told Mid Day,
―The government and other agencies have
undertaken several plantation drives this
year, but not much has been done to
increase the green cover along the
coastline. Hence, we decided to plant
coconut trees along the west coast.‖
With 60 saplings already planted by
citizens and the NGO in Charkop village, they
are, at the moment, identifying other areas
along the coast where more can be planted.
Subhajit is also requesting everyone to
adopt the saplings once they plant them, so
they can take the responsibility of looking
after it. ―Coconut trees have a long life and
take almost eight to 10 years to bear fruits,‖
Subhajit told the publication. Apart from the
citizens, several corporate companies are
also coming forward to contribute to the
cause. A sapling costs between ₹60 to
₹200, which depends on its size. Apart from
that, an additional ₹60 will be charged as
transportation and labour. A few months
ago, the environmental activist had saved
the plants along the Dahisar-Andheri-DN
Nagar metro line. After failed attempts by
the government to increase the green cover
along the coastline, he now has his hopes
set on the Mission Green Mumbai initiative.
(https://www.thebetterindia.com)
STRONG FESTIVAL DEMAND UPS
PRICES OF EDIBLE COPRA IN INDIA
Prices of edible copra, better known
as ball copra, have risen over the past two
months on strong festive season demand,
mainly from buyers in the North, The Hindu
Businessline reported. Also contributing to
the rise in prices are purchases by rawmaterial-starved oil millers in Tamil Nadu,
traders in Karnataka said. Bench mark
prices in Tiptur, the largest market for ball
copra, moved up from Rs 7,000-8,000 per
quintal at the beginning of July this year to
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Rs 12,500-Rs 13,100 levels, an increase of
more than 50 percent in the past two
months. Prices doubled over the past eight
months from early January when it was at
Rs 5,500.
A section of the trade feels the
increased buying interest from China,
witnessed early this year, has also
contributed to the firming trend in prices.
The stand-off between India and China over
border dispute had slowed down the
movement of copra to the neighbouring
country over the past two months. However,
with the easing of border tensions, demand
from China is expected to pick up going
ahead, said Soundar Rajan of Taurus
Promotional
Products,
an
exporter.
Soundar Rajan estimates that around 180200 containers of copra have been shipped
to China this year. Exports of copra to China
are mainly routed through Vietnam and
through the ports of Chennai and Kochi,
Soundar Rajan said.
Ball copra is produced in and around
Tiptur. It takes a minimum of 11 months for
a farmer to produce ball copra. Farmers dry
the mature coconut for at least 11 months
during which process the water in the nut
gets dried naturally, lending a unique sweet
taste to copra. The dried nut is then
deshusked and de-shelled to obtain copra,
which is ball in shape, thus the name ball
copra. (UCAP Bulletin)
MISSION COCONUT PROGRAM KICKS
OFF
A news report from The Hindu in
Tamil Nadu on September 05 said the
Indian Institute of Food Processing
Technology (IIFPT) launched the Mission
Coconut Program coinciding with the World
Coconut Day last September 02. The
activities on value addition for coconut
kicked off in right earnest after Union
Minister for Food Processing Industries
Harsimarat Kaur Badal flagged off the
mission. Yet another initiative from the
country‘s
premier
food
processing
technology dissemination institution after

the remarkable success of its earlier Mission
Onion Program, the Mission Coconut
Program would run for a year, according to
IIFPT Director C. Anandharamakrishnan.
The program aims to address post
harvest technological problems in the areas
of handling and value addition. The mission
would target coconut potential areas such
as Thanjavur and Pollachi regions in Tamil
Nadu state where the Institute plans to
create post-harvest handling and value
addition dissemination to increase the
profitability for growers there. On-farm
mechanisation for removal of shell and
testa, producing value-added products such
as tender coconut water powder, enriched
coconut milk, coconut nutri chips and neera
would be some of the specialties of the
Mission, Dr. Anandharamakrishnan said.
The mission also aims to create an
effective supply and value chain by
integrating coconut based common value
addition for the use of small and marginal
farmers registered with the farmers‘
producers companies. The IIFPT Director
promised the coconut growers and officials
that the office would take into consideration
all issues being faced by the coconut
growers and evolve technological solutions.
Encouragement from the State Government
for Neera drink would be a big boost to the
Mission Coconut Program as it would seek
to extend the shelf life of the mineral-rich
natural drink that has a vast scope in the
domestic and international market, the IIFPT
Director observed. (UCAP Bulletin)
AWARENESS
SESSION
FOR
PACKAGERS OF COCONUT WATER
The Bureau of Standards Jamaica will
be hosting a coconut water awareness
session on 27 September 2017 at the BSJs
Multipurpose facility in Kingston. The
presentations
will
include
relevant
standards, relevant codes of practice,
labelling
requirements,
microbiological
requirements and understanding reports.
(http://www.bsj.org.jm)
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NYERI FARMERS TO START COCONUT
FARMING IN A SH15M PROGRAMME
More than 2,000 farmers in Nyeri
County will soon start planting coconut trees
in Kanyai Forest in Kieni West Constituency
in a Sh15 million programme funded by both
Nuts and Oil Crops Directorate and the
National Drought Management Authority
(NDMA). The farmers, under the umbrella
Bee
Breeders
Community
Forest
Association (Befoca), have been leased 400
acres of land by the Kenya Forest Service
(KFS) at Tanyai Forest in Kieni West
constituency in Nyeri County. Addressing
reporters at Kilifi Town, Befoca National
Chairman Gerald Macharia said the Sh15
million coconut project will be implemented
with assistance from the Nuts & Oil Crops
Directorate and the National Drought
Management Authority. ―The farmers have
been clustered in 26 groups from Nairutia,
Kiawara and Tanyai villages and the
cultivating process is on course," he said.
Mr. Macharia added that farmers were
waiting for the distribution of seedlings and
infrastructure set up of farms in readiness
for planting.
The Chairman said that initially, NDMA
was
supporting
their
bee
keeping
programme at a cost of Sh5.3 million and
when they raised the idea of starting a
coconut farming project in Nyeri County, it
was accepted. Mr. Macharia said that the
tree which has been known to do well in the
coastal region will be piloted in 100 acres of
land in Tanyai before the production
expanded to cover another 100 acres as it
progresses. ―After planting the 100 acres,
we shall expand the farming to cover
another 100 acres. Basically the expansion
of the project will depend on how the
coconut trees will adopt to the central region
environment,‖ he said. As a way of
maximising profits from production, Mr.
Macharia said farmers will start a cottage
industry and do value addition to the
coconut plant by-products.
―Once the pilot project takes off, and
the tree adopts the environment, then we
shall consider setting up a cottage industry
to process all its by-products like its fibre,

the palm sticks for proper utilisation of its
resources,‖ he said. Mr. Macharia said
those targeted in the programme are forest
users along Aberdare Forest and the
utilisation of the 400 acres was meant to
promote forest eco-system conservation. ―A
big portion of Tanyai Forest has been
destroyed by loggers and a lot of charcoal
burning. We decided to ask KFS to lease to
us the land so that we can plant coconuts,
he said. The chairman noted that their
target is to plant more than 8,000 trees in
the 400 acre land. (http://www.nation.co.ke)
VITA
COCO
TEAMS
GENERATION HOPE

UP

WITH

Vita Coco, a favorite coconut water
beverage, has teamed up with Generation
Hope,
a
cause-oriented,
non-profit
foundation, for the ‗Vita Coco Hope in a
Coconut‘ program to help improve the lives
of local coconut farmers. The Program is
just a part of Vita Coco‘s long-term, ongoing
global mission to Give, Grow, and Guide
and make a meaningful impact not just on
their customers, but on the lives of the
people they work with.
The program provides farmers with
quality coconut seedlings and teaches them
the best farming methods and practices.
They are taught how to generate more
sources of income by simply planting other
types of crops among their coconut trees as
well. The program also promotes education,
giving the coconut farmers ‗communities
access to better learning environments by
constructing more classrooms.
The Vita Coco Hope in a Coconut
program allows Vita Coco consumers to
directly lend a hand and become a part of
strengthening
the
coconut
farming
community in that for every pack purchases,
five pesos go straight to the funds of the
program. (UCAP Bulletin)
POTENTIAL FOR GROWTH IN COCONUT
INDUSTRY
It is time Papua New Guinea diversifies
the coconut industry and develops other
byproducts.
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Concerns have already been raised by
the Department of Agriculture and Livestock
that the copra sector has not been doing
well and failing to make a big enough
contribution to the economy.
Why are we worrying about money
from copra only? Why not look at expanding
and adding value to coconut by developing
other byproducts?
We can have virgin coconut oil,
coconut fibre and coconut lumber industries.
Another potential export are coconut shells.
Papua New Guinea is listed as among the
top 10 coconut-producing country in the
world along with Indonesia, Philippines,
India, Brazil, Sir Lanka, Mexico, Thailand
and Malaysia.
Statistics show that in 2011 we
produced over 1.2 million tonnes of copra.
The Kokonas Indastri Koporesen (KIK)
office should expand more into products like
virgin coconut oil, coconut fibre, coconut
shells and coconut charcoal, which has a
variety of uses.
For Papua New Guinea, we possibly
may have an oversupply of coconut trees
and coconuts in general, but our challenge
is to produce the volume that will be
required to meet demands from world
markets.
There should also be a replanting
programme with copra producers asked to
start replanting now rather than later.
To leverage and take advantage of these,
the KIK needs to aggressively put in place
an 18 to 24-month plan, from drafting the
strategies to exploring and securing
markets.
Furthermore, we need to re-align and
build capacity, and plan and strategies how
to do it from the top down to the growers,
buyers and exporters.
By diversifying we will create stability
and be able to better weather the storms of
fluctuating world prices, and consequently,
maintain a steady flow of income for our
growers.

Much of the work of diversification can
be done by the growers themselves.
As they harvest the coconut meat and
prepare it for drying, they prepare the shells
and the fibre and therefore get three raw
products from one nut.
We don‘t need to go far to see how and
where we can exploit our coconut shells.
Philippines, one of our neighbouring Asian
countries, is currently the world‘s number
one coconut producer.
In 2011 we were ranked within the top
10 coconut-producing nation in the world
with Philippines at the top. They have
doubled their production of coconut shells
for the charcoal industry from 25,000 tonnes
to 45,000 tonnes.
Their exports of natural activated
carbon from coconut shells for use in water
filtering industry increased from 23,000
tonnes to 38,000 tonnes in the same year.
These lessons, examples and attractive
rates of what these countries are doing to
boast and diversify their coconut industry
certainly put Papua New Guinea not too far
behind.
It‘s time to muscle up, put all our efforts
and thinking cap on to accelerate and take
our coconut industry to the next level to
diversify the industry and maintain a
constant income for our growers and the
nation
in
general.
(http://www.thenational.com.pg)
PHILIPPINE COCONUT ROADSHOW
COMES TO LOS ANGELES
Leaders and members of the
Philippine coconut industry launched a
coconut roadshow on Friday, September 8
at the San Gabriel Hilton Hotel in San
Gabriel, Los Angeles. The show was the
first out of four being held throughout the
United States meant to share the outlook of
the Philippines‘ booming coconut oil
industry that was recently threatened by a
report by the American Heart Association
(AHA) report. Sponsored by the Philippine
Coconut Authority (PCA), the United
Coconut Association of the Philippines
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(UCAP), and the Philippine government,
around 20 coconut industry companies and
organizations came together to promote
coconut products for both food and nonfood markets. Key speakers at the lunch
panel included Virgin Coconut Oil of the
Philippines (VCOP) founding member
Marco Reyes, and United Coconut
Association of the Philippines (UCAP)
President Dean Lao, Jr. Renowned Filipina
Chef Cecilia de Castro also made an
appearance.
BOOMING COCONUT OIL INDUSTRY
Coconuts have been picking up a lot
of momentum in the West, most
recognizably through coconut water, which
has been flaunted by celebrities and
influencers boasting its health benefits.
According to the Asian and Pacific Coconut
Community (APCC), coconut water exports
from the Philippines almost doubled from
647,000 litres to 1.8 million litres between
2008 and 2010. In 2015, the numbers
soared to 61 million litres. As the popularity
of coconut water increases, many have
ventured into coconut‘s other forms.
Coconut oil, specifically, has become
increasingly popular and was the focus of
the event. ―Coconut oil is the most versatile
oil,‖ said Reyes, mentioning its use in food,
health care, and personal care.
As the world‘s largest producer of
coconut oil, the Philippines has been seen a
positive outlook on the trend with its biggest
markets being the United States and
Europe who have seen coconut oil
consumption in both food and non-food
markets.
The UCAP and the VCOP predict
Philippine coconut production to be at 2.244
million metric tons (MMT) in copra terms, or
1.29 MMT as coconut oil in 2017 — that
would be a 9.3 percent increase from their
2016 estimate of 2.052 MMT. Key drivers
for the coconut oil industry were its health
benefits and its ability to cater to the ―green
and wellness‖ movements. Health benefits
ranged from improving memory and brain
function, improving digestion and reducing

stomach
problems,
and
boosting
metabolism. Lao gave the example of
coconut oil use in personal care which has
been fueled by the trend of using natural
products free of synthetic ingredients.
The beverage market saw a move from
sodas to fruit juices, but since the latter tend
to be high in sugar, the market for different
flavored waters has opened up, he added.
―All health and wellness trends point to
coconut,‖ said Lao. On the issue of fair
trade, Reyes said, ―Coconut oil allows more
participation with farmers.‖ Many coconut
products from the Philippines are acquiring
the Fair Trade logo which Reyes explained
allowed portions of the product prices to go
to farmers. The internet and demographic
shifts were also said to be key drivers.
Google searches for coconut oil specifically
have spiked up since 2010 as have the
number of coconut health-related searches.
According to Reyes, the trends coincided
exactly with export shipments.
COUNTERING AHA CLAIMS
Amidst the current industry boom, the
American Heart Association (AHA) released
a report in June on the linkage between
saturated-fat consumption and heart
disease based on the analysis of data and
studies over many years. The study startled
many who saw coconut oil as being healthy.
Touching on coconut oil‘s health reputation,
the study mentioned that 72 percent of the
American public rated coconut oil as a
―healthy food‖, while only 37 percent of
nutritionists did. The study stated that
coconut oil is 82 percent saturated fat, a
percentage much higher than fats and oils
like butter, lard, and beef. It also reported
that multiple studies found that coconut oil
increased LDL, a cholesterol known to be a
cause of heart disease.
At the end of the paragraph on coconut
oil read, ―We advise against the use of
coconut oil.‖
This startled many coconut devotees,
and
advocates
immediately
began
defending coconut oil with counter studies.

COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 10, 1 October 2017

14 | Page
Reyes said the AHA report was very
selective and missed out on a lot of
important information. For example, while
saturated fats do tend to raise LDL
cholesterol, many studies point out that
variations in their chemical structures can
create different cardiovascular effects. They
further point out that coconut oil contains
lauric acid which also raises HDL, a ―good‖
cholesterol. It‘s also been noted that the
AHA has been recommending a reduction in
dietary saturated fat to reduce risks of
cardiovascular diseases, yet heart disease
continues to be America‘s number one
leading cause of death. This isn‘t the first
time the coconut industry has experienced
the backlash. In the 1980s, a media
campaign targeted coconut oils and other
tropical oils as being responsible for heart
attacks due to their saturated fat content.
―It‘s actually a rehash of that same
advisory,‖ said Reyes to the Asian Journal.
The
anti-tropical
oil
campaign
encouraged
food
companies
to
consequently begin replacing tropical oils
with partially hydrogenated oils which
contain trans fats, something that is widely
avoided today. As trans fats were found to
be bad, they were removed from processed
foods and food companies went back to
using tropical oils. ―The main difference
today, is that we have more information
now,‖ said Reyes, mentioning AHA‘s
relationship with Big Pharma. The AHA has
been outed before for connections with big
pharmaceutical companies, including those
that make and market statins which are
drugs prescribed to help lower cholesterol.
According to a report by the Huffington
Post, AHA received $21,570 from statin
maker AstraZeneca in 2010 to run a course
on ―emerging strategies with statins.‖
Reyes also stated the fact that
coconut oil has long been used throughout
history as a food ingredient in many
countries
around
the
Pacific.
His
presentation dated coconut usage all the
way back to the Ayurvedic period in 5000
B.C. Coconut consuming countries have
had very little incidences of diseases like

cancer, diabetes, and heart disease prior to
the introduction of the Western diet, he said.
―We‘re as passionate now as we were
before on our coconuts,‖ said Reyes. ―But
we understand that this is something still
new to non-coconut producing countries like
America and Europe.‖ The roadshow will
continue until September 22, and will visit
Florida,
Colorado,
and
Baltimore. (http://asianjournal.com )
PHILIPPINE EXPORTERS PROMOTE
COCONUT HEALTH BENEFITS IN THE
US
The Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI)-Export Marketing Bureau
(EMB) supported 17 Regional Interactive
Platform for Philippine Exporters (Ripples)
Plus and enrolled Philippine coconut
exporters in a 2017 US Coconut
Roadshow. The Roadshow, happening on
September 6-22, is in partnership with the
Philippine Coconut Authority and will cover
several key cities in the US. The group of
coconut exporters, together with key
officials from the United Coconut
Association of the Philippines (UCAP) and
the Virgin Coconut Oil Producers and
Traders Association of the Philippines
(VCOP) will promote coconut oil and
coconut-based products.
The exporters that participated in the
road show included Amazing Foods Corp.,
Chemrez Technologies Inc., Coco Plus,
Coco Veda, Coconut Cures, Dignity, Eau
de Coco, Franklin Baker Co. of the
Philippines, Galo Organic and Naturals,
Greenlife Coconut Products Philippines
Inc., Hancole Corp., Marinduque Land
Corp., Pasciolco Agri Ventures, Nuco/
ProSource International Inc., Wellness
Care International Inc., and Tongsan
Industrial Development Corp. Of the
exporters, 11 were registered as nonexhibiting manufacturers in the 2017
Natural Products Expo East held at the
Baltimore Convention Center in Baltimore,
Maryland while three exporters namely
Franklin Baker, Eau de Coco, and Dignity
participated as exhibitors
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The
coconut
exporters
also
participated in the 50 th Asean Anniversary
Forum organized by Asean Trade
Commissioners;
business-to-business
meetings organized by the Philippine
Trade and Investment Center (PTIC)-Los
Angeles; store checks in various areas;
and meetings arranged by PTICWashington, DC, with US Department of
Agriculture,
the
Organic
Trade
Association,
US-Philippine
Society,
Foodshowcase USA, the USA Halal
Chamber of Commerce and Registrar
Corp. Representatives from a couple of
stores confirmed that the American Heart
Association‘s (AHA) negative advisory on
coconut oil has no ill effects on the sales of
coconut-related products. They also
confirmed coconut-based products are
popular and part of their customers‘
healthy lifestyles despite the AHA
advisory. (UCAP Bulletin)
SUPREME COURT LIFTS TRO ON P75BILLION COCO LEVY FUND
The Supreme Court (SC) has lifted the
temporary restraining order (TRO) it issued
in 2015 that stalled the use of the P75billion coconut levy fund. In a 21-page
decision, the SC said it has lifted effective
immediately the TRO it issued on June 30,
2015, alongside the voiding of four sections
of the Guidelines for Utilization of Coco
Levy Funds. The court declared that
sections on approval of roadmap, funding
source,
utilization
of
funds,
and
implementing rules are not in conformity
with the law.
The Philippine Coconut Authority
(PCA) is optimistic that both chambers of
Congress will now come up with one unified
law on the levy fund preservation and
utilization to be signed by President Duterte
before the year ends. Should the bill be
signed by December, it would take about six
months before PCA can actually utilize and
implement necessary programs. The coco
levy fund amounting to P75 billion is made
up of taxes imposed on coconut farmers
mandated by Presidential Decree 755 in
1975. (UCAP Bulletin)

VIRGIN COCONUT OIL EXPORTER
GETS BOARD OF INVESTMENTS
APPROVAL
The Board of Investments (BoI)
approved the P56-million project of a
Bulacan-based
food
manufacturing
company as a new export producer of
virgin coconut oil (VCO). The 2017
Investment Priorities Plan, approved in
February this year, places agriculture and
agro-processing as one of the preferred
activities for investment.
In a statement released by the
investment arm of the Department of
Trade and Industry (DTI), BoI said Rizal
VCO Phils. Corp.‘s project which qualified
under the export activities list of the 2017
Investment Priorities Plan is expected to
annually produce 748,800 liters of VCO at
its Bocaue plant.
Rizal VCO started
operations in August with 15 workers to
produce VCO which will be used as raw
material for cosmetics and personal care
products. The new company is eyeing
Bahrain, United Arab Emirates and Qatar
as its target markets. (UCAP Bulletin)
SAVAI’I
COCONUT
ASSOCIATION
INVEST
PRODUCTIVITY

FARMERS
IN
LAND

Savai‘i Coconut Farmers Association
(SCFA) in Samoa were excited to launch
their first Fairtrade Premium project in July
2017, worth 9,500 NZD, supplying all 121
members with gardening tool kits. Members
of the association now have much needed
spades, bush knives and files, which will
increase their productivity. Having these tool
kits supplied was voted and agreed upon by
the majority of SCFA members during their
2016 Annual General Meeting. The
Fairtrade Premium was paid to the
association by their local buyer, Krissy Co.,
who is working to increase the markets for
Samoan coconut cream. This Premium
project coincides with a replanting pilot
project aimed at replacing aging coconut
trees. “The farmers are very happy with their
new tools, they are able to maintain their
land and use the tools to assist in coconut

COCOMMUNITY, VOL. XLVII NO. 10, 1 October 2017

16 | Page
collection” says SCFA‘s Secretary Perise
Toala.
The replanting project aims to assist
and plan for all members of SCFA to plant
at least 50 coconut trees during the months
of August and September. The new tool kits
will be used to prepare the land for the
planting. The seedlings are sourced from
the farmers‘ own gardens to begin with.
Many of the coconut trees on the island of
Savai‘i are between 50 to 60 years old,
resulting in lower productivity. However,
when farmers see the value of coconut
farming and the potential for a sustainable
income through the Fairtrade minimum
price, this allows them to stay and invest in
their land. “Before SCFA it was really hard
for me to sell coconuts and make a living. I
considered walking off my farm and finding
a job in Apia. When I joined SCFA I was
encouraged to go back to the farm, to
replant trees and care for the land” says
Siaki Ualesi, SCFA‘s newly elected
Chairperson.
SCFA began with only 16 members in
2012. Since then they have grown to 121
members from two sides of the Savai‘i
Island, working closely with their buyer
Krissy Co. in order to meet the demand for
Savai‘i Popo coconut cream which is
exported to Australia, New Zealand and
American Samoa. In 2014 SCFA received
tools, such as wheelbarrows, to assist in
coconut collection. This project was funded
through Fairtrade Australia and New
Zealand‘s Producer Development Fund,
which is supported by New Zealand‘s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
(MFAT). The new tools, recently purchased
through the Fairtrade Premium project, add
to each member‘s existing tool kit and
strongly support the sustainability of
coconut
farming
on
Savai‘i.
(http://fairtrade.com.au)
GPPOL, KPSI AND CHAMBER HOLDS
FIELD TRIP ON COCONUT RHINOCEROS
BEETLE
The Guadalcanal Plains Palm Oil
Limited (GPPOL) with the Solomon Islands

Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SICCI)
and Kokonut Pacific Solomon Islands
(KPSI) will host a field trip in efforts to boost
up the fight against the alarming spread of
the
Coconut
Rhinoceros
Beetle.
Stakeholders from the government and
different sectors will join a tour at GPPOL‘S
Ngalimbiu Plantation and KPSI's operations
at Henderson in a first-hand demonstration
of the damaging effects of the Rhinoceros
Beetle. The tour will include delegates and
representatives
from
businesses,
government, donor partners and civil society
organizations. The purpose of the industry
led initiative is to raise the profile of the
current and potential impact of the Coconut
Rhinoceros Beetle on the Oil Palm and
Coconut Industries. The field day will also
provide an avenue for the dissemination of
accurate information through the media to
the public regarding this pest, including
making a united stand for collaborative
action to combat the beetle.
Agriculture
is
considered
the
backbone of the country's export revenue
with almost 40,000 metric tonnes of palm oil
valued at SBD$250 million exported by
GPPOL in 2016. Similarly, in 2016 Solomon
Islands exported 16,057 metric tonnes of
copra valued at SBD$88 million.
"These two export industries are
massive contributors to our economy and
with the threat of the beetle the future of
these industries hangs in the balance‖ said
SICCI CEO Dennis Meone.
"Eighty percent of the rural people
who are directly involved in coconut
production will be affected, their livelihood
will be affected so as their economic
contribution. Imagine the effects it will have
on farmers, families and communities that
depend on coconut and palm oil to meet
their basic needs and livelihood‖ the CEO
added.
The Rhinoceros Beetle has spread as
far as GPPOL in North East Guadalcanal,
North West Guadalcanal, Malaita and
Central Islands. The beetle is a growing
threat to the Coconut and Oil palm industry
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and has the potential to destroy and
seriously hinder both industries if no action
is taken.
SICCI understands that the
Ministry of Agriculture is working on
measures to counter the beetle outbreak,
but it has been slow and with needed
assistance to make meaningful progress
including involvement of the private sector.
(http://www.solomonchamber.com.sb)
NETWORKING
SESSION
ON
SRI
LANKAN COCONUT PRODUCTS AND
SPICES
On September 12, 2017 the Embassy
of Sri Lanka organized the first ever
networking session with leading Sri Lankan
exporters of natural spices and coconut
products in the framework of the
International
Food
and
Beverages
Exhibition "WORLD FOOD 2017" which was
held in Moscow from 11-14 September
2017. The event was organized with the
support of the Department of Commerce
under the Ministry of Industry and
Commerce of Sri Lanka and attended by
more than 60 representatives of Russian
companies interested in establishing
cooperation and supplying coconut products
and Ceylon spices to the Russian market.
The event started with the welcome
speech given by H.E. Dr. Saman
Weerasinghe, Ambassador of Sri Lanka to
Russia. He noted that "now is the best time
to explore other ways to develop bilateral
relations on the corporate business sector
level and identify new products as potential
lines of exports". H.E. the Ambassador
expressed his hope that the networking
session could be a beginning of a new and
very promising chapter in the history of
trade cooperation between Sri Lanka and
Russia, as coconut products and spices had
a great potential as lines of export,
considering that lately the Russian
consumers had started demonstrating the
preference towards virgin and organic
coconut products and natural and rare
spices.
During the session, four Sri Lankan
delegates gave presentations on their

companies and production and what
benefits and advantages Ceylon coconut
products and spices have over their
substitutes from other countries. Also, the
Embassy demonstrated two video clips
which helped the audience understand the
whole process of manufacturing of coconut
products, such as powder and oil, in Sri
Lanka as well as introduced them into the
bright and colorful world of spices. Many
Russian guests pointed out the efficiency of
such networking session and expressed
their confidence that the event was a great
opportunity for them to learn more about the
Sri Lankan coconut products and spices
industry and to establish prospective
business connections with Sri Lankan
speakers
of
the
evening.
(http://www.srilankaembassy.ru)
66 DIVISION LAUNCHES COCONUT
CULTIVATION PROGRAMME IN SRI
LANKA
Intending to propagate the cultivation
of coconuts in the general areas of
Pooneryn as well as to generate an income
for needy people in the long run, a large
stock of coconut seedlings were distributed
among low-income groups in Pooneryn area
on the directions of General Officer
Commanding, 66 Division. A training
programme on the cultivation of coconut
seedlings also took place around the same
time after the distribution of seedlings at the
Arasapurakulam Battalion Training School.
The initiative launched as a notion of
the General Officer Commanding, 66
Division,
Major
General
Duminda
Keppetiwalana with the support of the
Commander, Security Forces - Kilinochchi
(SF-KLN),
Major
General
Ajith
Kariyakarawana saw 100 coconut seedlings
distributed among those needy families.
Commander, Security Forces - Kilinochchi,
as the Chief Guest and the General Officer
Commanding, 66 Division distributed those
seedlings and other literature and booklets,
pertaining to cultivation of coconuts during
the brief ceremony at the Battalion Training
School. In this connection, the technical
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assistance,
comprised
of
seedlings,
fertilizer, construction of agricultural wells,
erection of protective fences, supportive
materials, etc to the value of Rs. 2 million,
needed for healthy growth of those
seedlings were provided by Silvermill
Group, Giriulla.
Commander, SF-KLN graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest at the invitation
of GOC, 66 Division, representatives of
Silvermill group and distinguished invitees in
the area together with Mr. Krishnendren,
Divisional Secretary of Poonakery and
Regional Manager, Coconut Cultivation
Board, Mr. Ygundan attended the occasion.
At the conclusion of the day‘s programme,
Major General Ajith Kariyakarawana, Chief
Guest shared his views with participants
and discussed possible future assistance for
the community in the area and also inquired
into the possibilities of having the same
programme
in
Kilinochchi
area.
(http://www.army.lk)
HAYCARB WINS BIG AT PRESIDENTIAL
AWARDS 2016
Haycarb PLC has won the awards
of ‗Highest Value Added Exporter‘ as well
as ‗Highest Foreign Exchange Earner‘ in
Coconut Non-Kernal Products Sector (in
recognition of its Coconut Shell Based
Activated Carbon Manufacture and Exports)
at the prestigious Presidential Export
Awards 2016 organized by the Export
Development Board - Sri Lanka held in a
gala ceremony presided by the President of
Sri Lanka. They have been recognized for
their immense contribution towards the
development of activated carbon industry in
Sri Lanka as pioneers in the country to
become the highest value added exporter
and highest foreign exchange earner in this
category. (http://www.haycarb.com)

at the Vanuatu National Convention Centre
– the venue of the one-week regional event
in Port Vila.
Speaking prior to the launch, Minister
Seremiah congratulated the organising
committee and its team for coming up with
an exciting theme for PWA, such as Pacific
CROPS which stands for Culture,
Resilience, Opportunities, Products and
Sustainability.
―The government believes the theme
fits in well with much of what Pacific
countries are trying to achieve in the
agriculture sector through their national
agendas, and for Vanuatu, with the people‘s
plan 2030.
―When it comes to tourism we have to
talk about products. What kind of products
do we want produce to meet tourism
demand?
―I want to congratulate the team for
coming up with the theme and everyone
involved in the planning towards PWA,‖ said
Minister Seremiah, before unveiling the
logo.
The brand image is of a woven coconut
leaf basket, with the woven brand name
PWA – Pacific Week of Agriculture.
In Pacific culture, coconut leaves are
used in a number of ways including
production of artisanal crafts such as
baskets, hats, fans and are a versatile
source of shelter. The sustainability of
coconuts as a significant Pacific crop is
reflective of the motivation behind PWA and
its continuity as an important annual,
regional event focusing on Agriculture as a
key sector.

PACIFIC WEEK OF AGRICULTURE
BRAND IMAGE LAUNCHED IN PORT
VILA

The ceremony marked an important
milestone in the planning and preparations
done so far, which are geared towards what
is set to become an annual premiere Pacific
Agriculture
event
for
farmers
and
agritourism business within the region.

The Minister for Agriculture Matai
Seremaiah Nawalu has launched the Pacific
Week of Agriculture (PWA) logo and theme

PWA was hatched in October 2014
when Vanuatu attended Caribbean Week of
Agriculture in Suriname, South America.
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The idea later received unanimous support
from South West Pacific Ministers of
Agriculture in Port Moresby in May of 2015.
Also in attendance at the launch were
key directors within government who were
present earlier to try and nail down
agritourism events and activities that could
be showcased in the first two days of the
one-week event.

All 26 members of the SPC, which
include
metropolitan
countries
and
members of SPC: Australia, New Zealand,
France and the US are sending in
participants.
Invitations have been dispatched and
responses so far have been highly positive,
said PWA Coordinator in Port Vila, Howard
Aru.

The event is being hosted for the first
time in Vanuatu with support from the
Vanuatu Government, Pacific Community
(SPC)
and
Food
and
Agriculture
Organisation (FAO).
(https://vanuatuindependent.com)

It follows the launching the official logo
and branding of the inaugural PWA event
on 23 August 2017 by the Vanuatu Minister
of Agriculture and Forestry, Matai
Seremaiah
Nawalu
who
expressed
satisfaction with preparations so far.

VANUATU TO HOST FIRST PACIFIC
WEEK OF AGRICULTURE

―Preparations on the ground have been
very good. I want to thank Aru and the PWA
Team for their coordination efforts. Vanuatu
is looking forward to hosting the event. The
support from everyone – SPC, FAO, CTA
(Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural
Cooperation) and all regional partners have
been excellent. We are truly honoured and
look forward to seeing you all,‖ said
Seremaiah.

Vanuatu is expecting up to 200
delegates once the country hosts the
inaugural Pacific Week of Agriculture (PWA)
from 16 to 20 October 2017.
The figure has been revealed by
organizers in Port Vila who are optimistic
PWA, which will combine for the first time,
two key regional agriculture meetings – the
Heads of Agriculture and Forestry Services
meeting
organized
by
the
Pacific
Community or SPC, and the Ministers of
Agriculture and Forestry Meeting organized
by SPC and the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations or FAO.
It is anticipated that PWA will live up to its
billing as the premiere agriculture and
agritourism forum for the region.
Plans are well underway to host PWA
at the Vanuatu National Convention Centre
in the Vanuatu Capital, Port Vila.
Vanuatu will host for the first time in the
Pacific Region, the FAO Deputy Director
General, Maria Helena Samedo who will
represent the Rome based organization at
PWA. In attendance at PWA will also be
Pacific Ministers of Agriculture and Forestry,
regional and international stakeholders from
across the Pacific, Europe and the world at
large, expected to converge in Port Vila for
the first time for the one-week event.

PWA will begin with a two-day
agritourism festival for movers and shakers
of agritourism, keen to showcase their
products and establish vital connections for
future trade in agriculture products,
business and tourism.
The agenda for the meeting is just
about set and agreed. PWA is expected to
conclude with the endorsement of a
communiqué on Friday 20th of September
by the Ministers of Agriculture and
Forestry—which will map out the way
forward for agriculture and agritourism in the
region. (http://www.fao.org)
HOW COCONUT OIL IS
COMMUNITIES IN VANUATU!

HELPING

The project is funded through the
Australian Government‘s aid program, and
the training was delivered completely in the
local language, Bislama, with Bislama
resources for the people to take home with
them. The whole training package was also
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tailored to this particular group who are
setting up businesses related to a pilot we
are working with them which is about having
reliable access to food.

dried coconuts sell for VNĐ9,000 –
VNĐ10,000 each while fresh coconut milk is
sold for VNĐ13,000 – VNĐ14,000 at
groves.

This week the participants have been
learning about how other businesses
operate in and around the capital of
Vanuatu, Port Vila. Specifically, they have
been learning about marketing to both local
and tourist markets to apply lessons in their
own communities on the islands of Gaua,
Pentecost and Maewo.

Nguyễn An Điềm, a former Chairman
and CEO of the Bình Định-headquartered
firm Pisico, said in Asian countries with
developed coconut processing industries
such as Sri Lanka and the Philippines, the
trees offer high economic value because all
segments of the industry, from farming to
processing, have been modernised. Điềm
said coconut meat is exported from Việt
Nam to European countries where it is
processed into ice cream, milk and
chocolate, the fibre is sold to Japan for
making automobile seat cushions, and shell
dippers can be used to make activated
carbon, which fetches millions of đồng per
kilogramme. The timber is used for making
handicraft products, he said.

The women have bought packaging for
their oil and they all have great ideas on
how and where to sell their products when
they return to their communities. One
woman owns a shop, another will utilise a
cooperative, and another will discuss her
products with the popular shop in the local
town and try to sell there.
The coconut oil they produce uses a
different machine to others and utilises a
method which is more pure than other
approaches because it is taken directly from
the coconut, not separated using water.
This means the oil is of particularly high
quality. Our colleague, Grace, who has
been visiting there, has seen a sample and
says it is the most fragrant coconut oil she
has
ever
come
across!
(https://anglicanoverseasaid.org.au)
COCONUT FARMING LANGUISHING
Exports of coconut-based products
are sluggish due to challenges and
difficulties facing the coconut processing
industry and coconut cultivation, according
to the Bến Tre Province Agricultural
Promotion Centre. A study by the centre
found that coconut farmers earn on average
VNĐ60-70 million per hectare annually, but
this could increase to VNĐ100-110 million if
coconut is intercropped with cocoa, pomelo
or shrimp farming. The central province of
Bình Định is the third largest coconut
growing area in the country behind the
Mekong provinces of Bến Tre and Trà Vinh.
Here, coconut farmers have benefitted from
a steady rise in prices since 2015. Now

Though coconut yields are high, the
processing industry has not developed
much, and thus Việt Nam exports raw
materials, which do not fetch high prices.
Nguyễn Đăng Phú, Deputy Head of the
Ministry of Industry and Trade-run Research
Institute for Oil and Oil Plants, said one
hectare in Việt Nam produces 9,863
coconuts or 1.9 tonnes of copra per year,
the highest in Asia. But its coconut export
turnover is only worth a third to a fifth of
other countries‘, he said. A coconut fetches
VNĐ8,000, but products made from it are
valued at up to VNĐ40,000, he said. No
investment has been made in building
coconut processing plants to manufacture
high-value products, he added.
More investment needed
To enhance the value of coconutbased products, authorities should have
policies to mobilise investments in plants,
Điềm said. He said many enterprises want
to invest in such plants, but hesitate
because of the realisation they would face
raw material shortages since coconut
groves are small in size and scattered
around the country. r oil to provide enough
raw materials for processors. They said
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more investment is required for research
into coconut strains and processing and
agricultural promotion activities. The
Government should provide financial
support to farmers for acquiring new strains
and technologies, they said. Coconut cooperatives must be strengthened and
alliances must be established in the farming
and processing sectors, they said. Brand
names must be developed for Vietnamese
coconut and promoted, they added.
(http://vietnamnews.vn)
MILLENNIAL APPEAL HELPS FUEL
POPULARITY OF COCONUT-BASED
PRODUCTS
New consumer research suggests that
coconut has been ―reborn‖ as a ―star
ingredient‖ in better-for-you foods and
beverages, a FoodNavigator news report
said last week citing research and
consultancy New Nutrition Business. The
research firm attributed the spectacle to the
affinity millennial consumers feel for
coconut, which is perceived as a naturally
healthy food by this demographic.
In a series of focus groups, people
aged 24-33 from 13 different countries
tasted and then provided feedback on
several coconut-based milks, yoghurts,
snacks and an ice-cream. The response,
according to Julian Mellentin, Director and
founder of New Nutrition Business, revealed
coconut is ―cemented as a healthy food in
consumers‘ minds‖. ―People like foods and
food ingredients that are ―naturally healthy‖,
Mellentin told FoodNavigator. ―People are
willing to look at a wide range of naturally
healthy foods. The online discussion about
coconut began to increase... as the amount
of published science of coconut‘s health
benefits began to increase. Attention was
also fueled by the rise of coconut water,
which prompted people to think afresh
about the humble coconut‖.
The online buzz around coconut,
particularly coconut oil, has been fueled by
celebrity endorsement, the report said.
High-profile backers include Dr. Oz,
Angelina Jolie, Miranda Kerr and Jennifer

Aniston. Coconut has been hailed as a
body fat burner and a treatment for
Alzheimer‘s, arthritis, diabetes, and viral
infections, among other claims. New
Nutrition Business said the number of
Google searches for ―coconut‖ and ―health‖
has been growing worldwide since 2010,
indicating consumer interest in coconut‘s
health benefits. (UCAP Bulletin)
...AND RISING DEMAND TO PROPEL
FURTHER INNOVATION IN COCONUT
SECTOR
Rising demand for coconut products
looks set to continue to propel innovation in
the sector. This is despite misgivings about
coconut oil in some public health bodies like
the British Heart Foundation, the consumer
research report said.
Coconut oil has
become a mainstay product throughout
Europe
while
coconut
has
been
incorporated as an ingredient in a host of
finished products. New Nutrition Business
revealed there has been 318% increase in
the number of product launches with
coconut from 2010 to 2016.
Growth has been supported by
coconut‘s appeal to a number of popular
trends, according to Euromonitor analysts.
―Besides the roaring success of coconut
water, based on the concept of ‗natural
hydration for active people‘, it is the freefrom trend, and in particular the dairy-free
trend,
which
is
a
key
driving
factor...Promoted as soy-, GMO-, dairy-,
trans-fats-, and gluten-free, the product
keys perfectly into the several major health
and wellness trends‖.
Based on feedback from its consumer
panels, New Nutrition Business identified a
number of other applications for coconut
ingredients.
The
―most
appealing―
categories for coconut were bakery and
confectionery, while interestingly given the
drive for dairy-free, coconut-based yoghurts
were the least well-received. Given the
results, this provides an opportunity for
companies to develop coconut yoghurts,
New Nutrition suggested. (UCAP Bulletin)
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CARRINGTON
FARMS
LAUNCHES
COCONUT PROTEIN BLEND
Carrington Farms has introduced a
new vegan protein powder with organic
coconut powder as main ingredient in
response to increasing number of
consumers
embracing
coconut-fueled
products. This is despite confusion at
present about whether the saturated fatpacked fruits are as healthy as some
marketers make out. The Carrington Farms
vegan protein powder combines organic
coconut powder, organic pumpkin powder
and organic pea powder, with the bulk
coming from coconut.
While USDA data suggests that raw
coconut meat contains just 3.3g of protein
per 100g, the Carrington Farms vegan
protein blend contains ―20g of protein per
serving and most of that comes from the
coconut,‖ claimed Debbie Shande, company
chief growth officer. ―We figured out a way
of getting protein out of the coconut in
sufficient quantities that it‘s meaningful. So
the protein punch comes from the coconut.
Coconut oil, however, forms the bulk
of the company‘s product portfolio. Shandel
noted the expansion in shell space for
coconut products from just a couple of
coconut oil SKUs a couple of years ago to
the present two feet space. Carrington
Farms sells coconut oil in jars, tubs, singleserve sachets, bottles and sprays, and has
also developed blends of coconut and
avocado oil, plus a new coconut and ghee
product, as consumers look beyond soy,
canola and olive oil in the cooking oil set,
said Shandel, adding new blends are
coming in the third and fourth quarter of this
year. (UCAP Bulletin)
U.S. SUPPORT IN PACIFIC FOR
COCONUT
RHINOCEROS
BEETLE
CONTROL IN MICRONESIA AND HAWAI’I
The United States is a Pacific nation
with deep and long-standing ties to the
other countries of the region. The United
States -- through more than 17 of its
departments and agencies -- committed

more than $350 million in FY 2016 to our
engagement with the Pacific Islands via
projects, assistance, and operations that
directly benefit the 9 million people of the
region. The United States partners with the
Pacific Islands to tackle global and regional
challenges, including promoting sustainable
growth and prosperity, ensuring regional
stability,
addressing
environmental
challenges, and strengthening our peopleto-people ties. Acting Assistant Secretary for
East Asian and Pacific Affairs Susan
Thornton‘s participation in the Pacific
Islands Forum‘s (PIF) Forum Dialogue
Partners (FDP) meeting, leading an
interagency
US
delegation,
reflects
sustained United States commitment to the
region and our Pacific Islands partners.
The United States is working to
eradicate the Coconut Rhinoceros Beetle
and other invasive species in the North
Pacific with potential to harm native species
and damage economies throughout the
region. The Department of Agriculture‘s
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Agency
committed over $745,000 in the past two
years to research to identify biocontrol
agents and develop attractants and other
eradication and mitigation tools for the
Coconut Rhinoceros Beetle - Guam biotype
(CRB-G). These efforts to control the
spread of CRB-G contribute to implementing
the Regional Biosecurity Plan for Micronesia
and Hawai‘i. (http://www.samoaobserver.ws)
US CONSUMERS INCREASINGLY SEEK
LOWER
PRICES
FOR
ORGANIC
PRODUCTS
According
to
purchasing
data
collected by Ekowarehouse, a global
platform for sourcing certified organic
products, more Americans have started
looking for lower prices, bulk packaging and
easier access through direct to consumer
channels as organic gains prominence. The
US is by far the largest market for organic
products with sales at $43.3 billion
accounting for more than half of the $82
billion sold globally, said Sonalie Figueiras,
CEO and cofounder of Ekowarehouse.
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Growth driver in organic is the rise of
vegan, vegetarian and plant-based eating,
Figueras said, adding that consumers also
are turning to organic for safety reasons and
because they trust organic brands and
USDA organic certification. These drivers
also are influencing the top organic product
searches
by
retail
buyers
on
Ekowarehouse, she said. At the top of the
list are ―no big surprises,‖ including coconut
oil, which Figueras said ―is not going
anywhere and still remains incredibly
popular.‖ But inching up the list in 2017 is
coconut milk powder, which is growing as a
solution to the demand for vegan and
nondairy products, she said. (UCAP
Bulletin)
DIETARY GUIDELINES CALLING FOR
CUT IN FAT INTAKE AND REPLACED
WITH CARB INCREASES MORTALITY
RISK- STUDY
Findings from a study involving
135,000 people from 18 countries show
high fat diets (about 35% energy-including
saturated
and
unsaturated
fats)
corresponded to a lower risk of death,
contrasting with diet high in carbohydrates
(above 60% energy) which was associated
with higher risk of death. Published in The
Lancet, the study provides a global look at
the realities of peoples in many countries
and gives a clearer picture of people‘s fat
and carbohydrate intake, said lead author
Dr. Mahshid Dehghan, Senior Research
Associate at McMasters University in
Canada. The findings also suggest a need
to revisit the current World Health
Organization (WHO) dietary guidelines
recommending a low-fat diet (less than 30%
of energy) and limiting saturated fatty acids
to less than 10% of energy intake by
replacing them with unsaturated fatty acids.
The observational study, Prospective
Urban-Rural Epidemiology (PURE), tracked
the dietary habits of 135,335 individuals,
aged 35 to 70 years, from countries across
the world from January 2003 to March 2013.
These countries included three high-income
(Canada, Sweden, and United Arab

Emirates), 11 middle-income (Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, China, Colombia, Iran,
Malaysia, occupied Palestinian territory,
Poland, South Africa, and Turkey) and four
low-income countries (Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan, and Zimbabwe).
Each participant supplied data on
socioeconomic status, lifestyle behaviours
and medical history, as well as completed a
questionnaire on the types of foods and
beverages they consumed, size portions,
and frequency. Follow-up visits for seven
and a half years were arranged with the
research team to gather additional data on
cardiovascular events (fatal and non-fatal
heart attacks, stroke and heart failure) as
well as incidences of death. From this
information, the researchers were able to
calculate rates of cardiovascular events like
heart
attack,
stroke,
heart
failure,
noncardiovascular events and deaths.
(UCAP Bulletin)
BEAUTY BENEFITS OF COCONUT OIL
Coconut oil is most popular for its
hydrating properties. It is suitable for all skin
types and good for dry skin, dry patches
and wounds, say experts.
Swati Kapoor, Co-Founder, SoulTree,
Ragini Mehra, Founder, Beauty Source, and
Aakriti Kochar, Beauty and Make-up Expert,
Oriflame India, tell different ways to use
coconut oil for beauty regime.
*
Coconut oil can be used as make-up
remover as it is mild and gently removes all
kind of make-up including waterproof makeup as well.
*
It can be used on body as well for
massage and relaxation. As massage oil, its
most important property is hydration and
glow.
*
Most of the moisturisers available in
the market are water or petroleum based,
coconut oil, on the other hand, is completely
natural and a much better moisturiser for
the skin. Coconut oil fights redness and
irritation so it reduces acne while leaving
your skin conditioned from within.
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*
Using coconut oil regularly underneath
and around your eye area can prevent
wrinkles and reduce puffiness and undereye circles.
*
Mix honey and coconut oil in equal
parts and apply it as a face mask. The mask
will help to clear acne and keep skin soft
and glowing.
*
You can mix coarse sugar with coconut
oil and use it to exfoliate skin, the grainy
sugar will slough off dead skin and the oil
will leave the skin moisturised.
*
Instead of bubble baths and bath salts,
try using coconut oil. The hot water melts
the oil, and you can literally soak into its
moisturising benefits.
*
Rub coconut oil on minor cuts,
scrapes, and bruises. The oil calms the area
and creates a barrier against dirt and
bacteria. (http://indianewengland.com)

TR AD E N E W S
INDONESIA EARNS US $899.47 MILLION
FROM COCONUT EXPORTS
Indonesias coconut exports for this
year until August have reached US$899.47
million, while it simultaneously imported the
commodity
worth
US$8.65
million,
according to the Agriculture Ministry.
"This means the country enjoyed a
surplus of $890.82 million from the coconut
trade, up 20.67 percent from $738.20 million
during the same period last year," Suwandi,
Chief of the Ministry‘s data center and
information system, noted in an official
statement released on Thursday.
Quoting data from the International
Trade Center, Suwandi said according to
the global trade map during the period
between 2012 and 2016, Indonesia was the
worlds largest coconut exporter after the
Philippines, in terms of coconut oil and dried
coconut.
However, in terms of unpeeled
coconut, or its endocarp, Indonesia is the

worlds largest exporter, contributing 59
percent of the total coconut exports, he
revealed.
During the January-August 2017
period, Indonesias coconut exports were
dominated by coconut oil, contributing 63
percent of the total value. Meanwhile, the
exports of dried coconut and endcarp
constituted 19.87 percent of the overall
coconut exports.
The US remained the biggest market
for Indonesias coconut exports, contributing
19.87 percent of the total value, followed by
China at 16.10 percent, the Netherlands at
11.75 percent, Thailand at 10.16 percent,
Malaysia at 9.7 percent, and South Korea at
7.26 percent. (http://www.antaranews.com)
PHILIPPINE
COCONUT
EXPORT UP IN AUGUST

PRODUCTS

UCAP
preliminary
data
show
Philippine export of coconut products in
August slightly increased by 3.2% year-onyear to 115,534 MT in copra terms from
111,986 MT. The figure, however, is 1.3%
shy of last month unofficial total at 117,097
MT. Save for copra meal, all export
products in review posted gains over last
year. However, when compared to the past
six months average (January-July) at
137,169 MT, this month data is 15.7% off.
Coconut oil export at 60,501 MT was
little changed from last year at 60,139 MT
(+0.6%) but trailed behind the monthly
average at 75,472 MT by 19.8%. The US
was this month top destination capturing
more than half (52.3%) of the month‘s
shipment at 31,651 MT. Europe imported
24,700 MT representing 40.8% of
aggregate. Other destinations were Japan
at 2,150 MT and Malaysia at 2,000 MT for
respective market shares of 3.6% and
3.3%.
In contrast, copra meal export
materially shrank by 87.1% to 4,035 MT
from 31,365 MT. As against the monthly
average at 13,533 MT, this month total
represents a marked shortfall of 70.2%.
All shipment was delivered to Vietnam.
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Shipment of desiccated coconut
hiked 14.6% to 9,476 MT from 8,268 MT.
It is the only product that exceeded its
monthly average, topping the figure at
7,683 MT by a whopping 23.3%. External
trade of oleochemicals at 4,850 MT as
copra posted the biggest increment at
30.4% from 3,720 MT last year but was
11.5% below the monthly average at 5,482
MT.

155 MT (6.4%), Saudi Arabia 140 MT
(5.8%), Spain 131 MT (5.5%), Iraq 130 MT
(5.4%), France 121 MT (5.0%), Japan 120
MT (5.0%), Germany 113 MT (4.7%),
Turkey 104 MT (4.3%), and Portugal 100
MT (4.2%). The remaining 21 countries
which aggregately accounted for 22.9% of
total sales took in volume ranging from a
low of 1 MT to a high of 84 MT. (UCAP
Bulletin)

There was no reported shipment of
copra during the month as of this report
while 24 MT was recorded last year.
Official data, however, showed monthly
exports in the second quarter of the year
of 47 MT, 16 MT and 25 MT, respectively.

SRI LANKA VIRGIN COCONUT
EXPORT UP IN FIRST HALF 2017

Export
in
January-August
accumulated to 1,075,718 MT in copra
terms, a leap by 38.0% from 779,606 MT
at the same time last year. Breakdown is
as follows, inclusive of adjustments in
official June data, in MT: copra 88 (59 last
year), coconut oil 588,802 (426,692),
copra meal 98,767 (185,782), desiccated
coconut 63,259 (49,904), oleochemicals as
copra 43,221 (25,102). (UCAP Bulletin)
SRI LANKA DESICCATED COCONUT
EXPORT DOWN IN JUNE
Figures from Sri Lanka‘s Coconut
Development Authority show the country‘s
export of desiccated coconut sharply
dropped by 44.9% to 2,401 MT in June this
year from 4,354 MT in a similar month last
year. The shipment was worth USD7.127
million, declining by 24.4% from last year
at USD9.428 million. Average traded price
at USD2,968.25/MT FOB was up by 37.1%
from prior year at USD2,165.41/MT. The
cumulative January-June figure at 15,964
MT dropped by 31.9% from a comparable
year-ago period figure at 23,441 MT.
Export in June went to 33 countries.
The top 12 importers held volumes above
100 MT and collectively accounted for
77.1% of total trade. Leading the pack was
the United States with 372 MT (15.5%
share), followed by Canada with 185 MT
(7.7%), Kuwait 180 MT (7.5%), Pakistan

OIL

Figures from Sri Lanka‘s Coconut
Development Authority show the country‘s
export of virgin coconut oil rose 3.6% to
6,748 MT in January-June this year from
6,515 MT in a similar period year-ago.
Shipment value at USD32.791 million
increased 9.6% from previous year at
USD29.925 million. Average traded price
at USD4,859.36/ MT FOB was up by 5.8%
from prior year at USD4,593.24/ MT. For
the month of June alone, total export was
1,233 MT, reducing by 25.5% prior year
figure at 1,654 MT. Revenue at USD6.200
million likewise dropped from last year at
USD7.350 million.
Export during the sixth-month period
went to at least 62 countries. Top buyer
was the United States at 1,851 MT
(27.4%), trailed by Germany at 1,617 MT
(24.0%) and Australia 1,079 MT (16.0%).
The next five importers held volume
ranging 120-401 MT and collectively
accounted for 16.4%, namely United
Kingdom 401 MT, Sweden 219 MT,
Netherlands 199 MT, Canada 169 MT and
France 120 MT. The remaining 54
countries which aggregately accounted for
16.2% took in volume ranging 1-95 MT.
(UCAP Bulletin)
SRI LANKA ACTIVATED CARBON
EXPORT UP IN FIRST HALF 2017
Figures from Sri Lanka‘s Coconut
Development Authority show the country‘s
export of activated carbon rose by 11.6%
to 19,823 MT in January-June this year
from 17,764 MT in a similar period year-
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ago. Shipment value at USD38.356 million
slightly
increased
by
4.6%
from
USD36.678 million. Average traded price
at USD1,934.93/ MT FOB was down by
6.3% from prior year at USD2,064.76/MT.
For the month of June alone, export at
3,508 MT climbed 15.4% from 3,039 MT.
Earnings at USD6.657 million likewise
gained 11.3% from USD5.981 million.
Export during six-month period went
to 46 countries with the United States as
top importer at 7,281 MT (36.7%). Trailing
behind were China at 1,430 MT (7.2%)
and Germany at 1,137 MT (5.7%).
Twenty-three countries also took in
significant volume ranging 102- 923 MT
and jointly accounted for 47.7%, namely
Turkey, Japan, Estonia, South Korea, Italy,
South Africa, Singapore, Sweden, Jordan,
United Kingdom, Taiwan, Indonesia,
Netherlands, Russia, Poland, France,
Ukraine, Finland, Thailand, Brazil, Iran and
Canada.
The remaining 20 countries
which aggregately contributed 3.2% took in
volume ranging from 2 MT to 79 MT.
(UCAP Bulletin)
COMBINED EXPORT OF WORLD’S
MAJOR DESICCATORS DOWN IN JUNE
According to collated country data
from the Philippines Statistics Authority
and Sri Lanka‘s Coconut Development
Authority, the combined export of
desiccated coconut by the Philippines and
Sri Lanka slightly dropped by 1.5% to
10,424 MT from 10,588 MT in a similar
month last year. Export from the
Philippines, which accounted for 77% of
combined volume, sharply rose by 12.2%
to 8,023 MT from 6,234 MT while shipment
from Sri Lanka at 2,401 MT fell by 44.9%
from 4,354 MT year-ago.
Computed
average traded price of Philippine
desiccated coconut was USD2,311.64/MT
FOB (USD2,091.91/MT last year) as
against Sri Lanka product with average
price
at
USD2,968.25/MT
FOB
(USD2,165.41/MT).
The cumulative figure for JanuaryJune this year at 60,986 MT leaped by

16.3% from 52,441 MT in the same period
year-ago driven by increased shipment
from the Philippines. Export from the
Philippines at 45,022 MT spiked 55.2%
from last year at 29,000 MT, while delivery
from Sri Lanka at 15,964 MT dived by
31.9% from 23,441 MT. In terms of market
share, the Philippines was responsible for
73.8% and Sri Lanka 26.2%. (UCAP
Bulletin)

OTHER VEGEOIL NEWS
INDIAN IMPORT DUTY CHANGES TO
REDUCE REFINED PALM OIL IMPORTS
In a move to protect its domestic
farmers, India doubled the import duty on
crude palm oil (CPO) to 15% and raised the
tax on refined, bleached and deodorised
(RBD) palm olein from 15% to 25%,
according to Hellenic Shipping News last
month. The move is expected to boost
domestic refiners while Indonesian and
Malaysian counterparts will likely be hit by
the change, as India is the world‘s largest
palm oil importer.
Crude products for domestic refining
generally rule India‘s oil imports, but
Indonesia and Malaysia‘s increased taxes
on crude palm oil exports to promote their
own refining industry made refined oil
cheaper for Indian importers. The changes
to their tax policy caused refined palm oil to
take up 31% of India‘s total palm oil import
in 2015/2016 marketing year which ended in
October 2016, from a previous year share of
only 17.4%.
Sandeep Bajoria, CEO of Mumbaibased vegetable oil importer Sunvin, said
that since the duty change, certain Indian
importers had already begun requesting
CPO instead of RBD products. According to
Hellenic Shipping News, India had imported
6.74 M tons of CPO and 2.2 M tons of
refined palm oil in the first nine months of
the current marketing year, which began in
November 2016. Palm oil‘s share in India‘s
total edible oil imports has been on a steady
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downward spiral due to competition from
soya and sunflower oils, dropping to 58% in
2015/2016 from the 80% it held in
2012/2013. Edible oil importers said the
new duty change could increase soya
imports further, as the import duty on soya
oil is only 17.5%, compared to the 25% on
refined palm oil. (UCAP Bulletin)
INDONESIAN PALM OIL GROUP AT UN
FORUM ON PALM OIL
The Indonesian Palm Oil Association
(GAPKI) will attend an upcoming summit on
the development of the oil palm sector at
the United Nations Headquarters in New
York, the Jakarta Post reported last week.
GAPKI Chairman Joko Supriyono is
scheduled to speak on September 06 about
the actions and roles of business people
related to sustainability issues of the
commodity, the largest contributor to the
country‘s foreign exchange. It is the
country‘s main non-oil and gas export,
contributing USD18.5 billion in exports last
year and absorbs more than 5 million
workers.
GAPKI and representatives of the
Indonesian government are attending the
summit by invitation from the UNDP, which
has initiated reforms on sustainability
issues in select economic sectors.
Representatives of the Brazilian and
Liberian governments as well as business
leaders were also invited. (UCAP Bulletin)
INDONESIA SEEKS UNDP
FOR ISPO STANDARD

SUPPORT

The government of Indonesia
is
seeking support from the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) for its
Indonesian Sustainable Palm Oil (ISPO)
standard, news report from The Jakarta
Post said last week. Musdhalifah Machmud,
the official in charge of food and agriculture
at the Office of the Coordinating Economic
Minister, told a UNDP forum in New York
last week that the Indonesian government
had made the ISPO mandatory for all palm
oil companies to improve sustainability in
production. Though the system was

launched in 2011, as of last month only 304
oil palm companies out of 1,200 have
received ISPO certificates.
The Indonesian Palm Oil Producers
Association (GAPKI) has said that the ISPO
certification has yet to bring any benefits to
companies joining the program, because
the ISPO standards lacks international
recognition.
Musdhalifah
said
the
government had taken several steps to
ensure sustainability of palm oil production,
but the international community seemed to
apply
―double
standards‖
in
the
sustainability of palm oil versus other
vegetable oils, most notably rapeseed, soy
and sunflower. (UCAP Bulletin)

DID YOU KNOW?
COCONUT
WATER
REASONS TO ADD
DRINK TO YOUR DIET

BENEFITS:
6
THIS WONDER

Tropical fruits are known to be healthy
and delicious, out of which coconuts top the
list. Not only it has numerous uses in our
kitchen, but also otherwise. We all love to
relish this versatile fruit in the form of oil,
savoury, snacks and drink. Coconut water
makes for a naturally refreshing drink that
consists of easily digested carbohydrates in
the form of sugar and electrolytes. This
water is actually the juice present inside the
endosperm, which is the interior cavity of
the young and green coloured coconuts.
According
to
Bangalore-based
Nutritionist Dr. Anju Sood, ―Coconut water
consists of various vitamins and minerals
that help replenish the electrolytes in the
body. It hydrates your body and keeps you
fresh through the day.‖
According to the book Healing Foods
by DK Publishing, a pure and perfect
balance of electrolytes, coconut water was
given intravenously to soldiers during the
Second World War when regular IV saline
solution would run out.
1.

Aids in Weight Loss
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For all those looking to lose weight
can have coconut water, why? It is low in
calories and easy on the stomach. It also
consists of bio-active enzymes that aid
digestion and boost fat metabolism.
Drinking coconut water at least 3-4 times a
day may help in losing those extra kilos.
2.

An Ingenious Alternative to Sports
Drinks

As per the book Healing Foods,
hydrating coconut water from the immature
fruit is a superior drink for restoring
electrolyte balance during and after sports.
You can easily drink before and after
playing any sport to stay fresh. The excess
amount of potassium present in it also
makes it better than any sports drink.
3.

Facilitates Digestion

Due to the presence of bio-active
compounds and its high concentration of
fiber, it aids indigestion and reduces the
occurrence of acid reflux. The moment you
feel bloated or face acidity, gulp down a
glass of coconut water to reduce the
burning sensation.
4.

Boosts Hydration

Its hydrating properties helps keep the
body full of required fluids. It is refreshing as
well as has a slightly sweet and nutty
flavour that you would not want to miss. It is
also due to the electrolyte composition that
keeps the body rehydrated.
5.

replenishes the electrolytes in the body and
boosts hydration along with preventing from
vomiting and headache. The antioxidants in
coconut water combat oxidative stress
caused by too much alcohol.
Go ahead and enjoy some wonderful
coconut water and keep yourself healthy
and hearty! (http://food.ndtv.com)

COCONUT RECIPE
“Thai Coconut Soup with Beef
Meatballs”
Ingredients:
-

Method:
-

Lowers Blood pressure

Thanks to the presence of vitamin C,
magnesium and potassium content, coconut
water makes for a great drink that helps
reduce blood pressure levels. Drinking a
glass of coconut water daily may actually
help get the desired results. According to
the study published in the journal West
Indian Medical in the year 2005, coconut
water helps control hypertension.
6.

1 pound 93/7 ground beef
1 T fish sauce
1 T Sriracha
1 egg
1 T vegetable oil
3 T red curry paste
2 14 oz cans coconut milk
4 cups beef broth
2 T fish sauce
2 T sugar
2 limes, juiced
8 oz white mushrooms, quartered
1/4 cup Thai bird or Serrano chilies,
thinly sliced
1/2 cup cilantro, chopped
As needed kosher salt

A Perfect Remedy for Hangover

If you have been drinking all night,
keep coconut water handy as it makes for
an
amazing
hangover
remedy.
It
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Thoroughly mix ground beef, egg, fish
sauce and Sriracha, then roll small
meatballs approximately 1-inch in
diameter. Heat vegetable oil over
medium heat and fry curry paste until
aromatic, then add coconut milk, broth,
fish sauce, sugar and lime juice. Bring
to boil, reduce to simmer and adjust
seasoning with salt if necessary. Drop
in meatballs and simmer until cooked
to an internal temperature of 160° F
(about 5 minutes). Add mushrooms
and cook for only 1 to 2 minutes and
serve. Garnish with chilies and cilantro.
(http://beef2live.com)
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STATISTICS
Table 1. Indonesia's Monthly Exports of Desiccated Coconut, 2015 - 2017
2015
Month

2016

2017

Volume
(MT)

Value (FOB)
US$'000

Volume
(MT)

Value (FOB)
US$’000

Volume
(MT)

Value (FOB)
US$’000

January

5,251

10,108

5,150

7,230

5,872

9,170

February

6,456

11,790

4,697

6,805

7,595

12,327

March

8,690

15,386

8,327

10,945

7,494

12,807

April

7,778

13,761

7,484

10,887

6,583

11,432

May

7,097

12,250

7,484

10,216

8,270

14,542

June

8,053

14,107

7,986

12,064

6,837

11,994

July

6,653

10,388

3,810

6,015

7,139

13,524

August

6,713

9,852

6,813

10,724

September

7,909

11,033

6,779

10,512

October

7,940

10,911

7,020

10,704

November

6,513

9,122

6,771

10,209

December

6,660

8,902

6,903

10,263

85,715

137,610

79,224

116,574

49,790

85,795

Total

Source: BPS-Statistics Indonesia

Table 2. Philippines’ Monthly Exports of Desiccated Coconut (in MT), 2015 – 2017
Month

2015

2016

2017

January

6,092

4,849

6,107

February

7,107

4,079

8,675

March

5,894

4,897

7,628

April

3,734

4,554

5,560

May

4,842

4,387

9,029

June

4,026

6,234

8,023

July

8,469

12,636

August

6,583

8,268

September

6,061

15,384

October

4,883

7,964

November

4,474

7,939

December
Total

5,094

10,029

67,259

91,220

45,022

Source: Philippines Statistics Authority
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Table 3. Sri Lanka’s Monthly Exports of Desiccated Coconut (in MT), 2015 - 2017
2015
Month

2016

2017

Volume
(MT)

Value (FOB)
US$'000

Volume
(MT)

Value (FOB)
US$’000

Volume
(MT)

Value (FOB)
US$’000

January

1,597

4,387

2,970

6,345

2,941

7,069

February

1,970

5,756

3,494

7,102

2,655

7,271

March

2,127

6,189

4,487

9,192

3,515

9,724

April

2,164

6,592

3,926

8,145

2,039

5,855

May

2,798

8,211

4,210

8,972

2,413

7,048

June

3,258

9,284

4,354

9,428

2,401

7,127

July

3,533

9,072

4,393

9,410

2,521

7,636

August

3,082

7,866

4,669

9,758

September

4,437

10,572

4,604

9,876

October

4,169

9,409

4,580

10,048

November

3,459

7,594

3,972

9,004

December
Total

3,537

7,540

3,541

8,,309

36,131

92,473

49,200

97,280

18,485

51,730

Source: Coconut Development Authority, Sri Lanka

Table 4. Export Volume of Desiccated Coconut by Country of Origin, 2017
(MT)
Month

Malaysia

Thailand

India

Mexico

January

1,182

50

892

375

February

1,105

70

823

479

March

1,644

107

769

472

April

1,388

82

841

329

May

85

955

489

June

107

1,006

314

July

57

5,286

2,458

August
September
October
November
December
Total

5,319

Source: UN COMTRADE
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