COCONUT IN CHINA
—Diversified and Value Added
P. Rethinam and Tang Longxiang

China, a highly populated country in the world, is making revolution in
the production and trade of both agricultural and industrial products. This
is true in coconut too. When many of the traditional coconut growing
countries around the world still believe coconut means copra and
coconut oil, for export, China has shown the way of making 200 or more
products of candies using coconut, coconut milk, and coconut flakes.
The dressed tender coconut in attractive natural white color is available
in the international and domestic airports for drinking and carrying away
to home in domestic flights. Coconut juice (coconut milk based) is a
popular drink served in the flights which everybody irrespective of age
groups prefer to drink.
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Mawa Hybrid

scientists doing research on
coconut.
The mandate is to
introduce and field test exotic
coconut varieties, breeding and
selecting superior (high yielding,
cold or wind resistant) varieties,
developing new techniques for
cultivation of high yielding
coconut on coastal sand soil,
controlling pest and disease, and
utilizing coconut product in a
comprehensive way. A good
coconut gene bank is maintained
in this research institute, and a
seed garden has been established.
They
work
on
fertilizer
application, nutritional diagnosis,

cultural system, intercropping,
nut processing and coconut milk
processing underway.
Eco Tourism
It is a pleasant surprise to visit
the coconut park of Dongjiao
coconut forest in Wenchang city
where Mrs. Dong Jiao and her
daughter have converted their
coconut plantation as Eco
Tourism point. This plantation is
located in a peninsula in
Wenchang city. One can go by a
ferry along with cars to the
peninsula or by road by a longer
route and visit the Eco Tourism

converted as tourist place. The
performance of MAW A hybrid is

Branched Coconut

good. This small but beautiful
garden can be good monument
and can be improved with
orchids, ornamentals, flower
plants, spices etc. under coconut.
Branching of coconut palms into
two and three were also
observed.
Coconut Research Institute
The
Coconut
Research
Institute of Chinese Academy of
Tropical Agriculture Sciences
(CRICATAS)
located
at
Wenchang City is the unique
coconut research agency with 32
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plot. This plantation has got
various farm products like tender
coconut, banana, mango and
other fruits. They also have stalls
with handicrafts, etc. This ecotourism spot attracts lot of
visitors who can spend a few
hours and enjoy the ethnic food
tender coconut and fresh fruits.

Product Diversification
China coconut is a good
example for diversification, and
value addition. Most of the
coconuts grown here are being
utilized for value addition

rather than making copra and
coconut oil.
The harvested produce is
collected by a number of traders
where dehusking and selling to

The Asia and Pacific
countries have many such
beautiful spots which can be
converted into Eco Tourism
spots either individually or as a
community approach which
can promote eco-tourism and
generate considerable income
as well as increase employment
opportunity in the rural areas.
These eco-tourism spots can be
set up with the help of Tourism
Ministry and unemployed farm
youth and women can be
trained to run such eco-tourism
places. This can be done on
community basis also.
Chief Editor
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Guang Zhou also these white
tender coconuts are available
along with other fruits. The
people traveling in the domestic
flight can take these coconuts in
natural conditions to their homes.
Coconut Candies

the industries are taking place.
Tender nut/ Young Coconut
Tender
coconuts
are
processed
by cutting
and
polishing, maintaining the white
colour and transported to many
cities of China.

even after entering into security
check area, the tender nuts are
available along with other fruits.
This is very rare scene in the
airport.
Similarly, in the
International domestic aiiport of

There are many candy
manufacturing
units
in
Wenchang city itself. More than
200 different types of candies are
being made by these units. The
coffee mate and ready to make
drink using coconut milk powder
are also manufactured and
exported. The coconut candies
with attractive packing and
packages are available in the
shops. Hainan Wenchang Sky
Food Stuffs Co. Ltd. is producing
about 200 different candies and
exports them to New' York.
France, Germany, Indonesia.
Hongkong, Nigeria, Namibia,
Ghana,
Singapore,
Canada,
Malaysia and Australia. They are

The tender coconut is
processed by removing the outer
green rind by sharp knives,
dipping in solution for retaining
the white color, polished with
motorised brush, again dipped in
the solution and packed. For
export it is packed in card board
cartons and for local transport in
polyvinyl bags. It is really to be
appreciated the way in which
they process the tender coconut,
which presently being done in
Thailand and Vietnam.
In the Haikou Airport of
Hainan there is a stall with
speciality products of Hainan and
these tender nuts are available for
drinking as well as for carrying
to other areas. It is surprised that
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also getting coconut from Pontianak,
Indonesia to meet their processing
requirement.
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h.
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j.
k.
l.

Similarly Mr. Fu Jijiang is also
producing many varieties of candies
and meet the domestic need in
China.

Coconut Crisp Pancake
Aloe Coconut Crisp Pancake
Coconut Crisp Rolls
Coconut Peanut Crisp Candy
Coconut Candy
Sweetened Coconut Meat
Coconut Agar Jellies
Coconut Milk Candy
Coconut-Coffee Candy
Low-Sugar Coconut Candy
Instant Coconut Milk Powder
Coconut Milk Juice

B. Coconut High-Value Products
from the Husk
a. Mat
b. Mattress
c. Growing Media
C. Coconut High-Value Products
from the Shell
Coconut juice pastry (simple packed)

a. Coconut Shell charcoal
b. Activated carbon
c. Coconut Shell Handicrafts
D. Coconut High-Value Products
from the Water
a. Nata De Coco
b. Young Tender Coconut
E. Coconut High-Value Products
from the Wood

Extremely concentrated
coconut candy

a.

Cocowood Handicrafts

The efforts made by China
particularly Hainan Province to
popularise coconut based candies/
toffees really deserve appreciation.

a!coconut candy
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Various Coconut Candies
Produced by Yehai Food Ltd.

The summary of
value
added/high value products are as
follows:
A. Coconut High-Value Products
from the kernel
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Other Coconut Candies
Produced by Yehai Food Ltd

“If there is will, there is way”.
Chinese candy industries and tender
processing units have no problem in
marketing domestically as well as
exporting to other countries. Product
diversification, value addition,
functional foods and functional
drinks have to come up to have
niche market which can help to
generate income to the coconut
farmers._____________________
P. Rethinam is Executive Director,
APCC, Jakarta, Indonesia, Tang
Longxiang is Head Professor,
Coconut Research Institute of
Chinese Academy of Tropical
Agriculture
Sciences,
Hainan,
China.

COCOINFO INTERNATIONAL, VOL. 11, No. 1, 2004

